




this country' s got big problems
noticed?

have you

this project is a drop in the bucket. but even

the most ferocious thunderstorm starts out with

a few drops.

"I was delighted to learn of your efforts to help us exercise our minds. I

think this is a wonderful act of kindness and I ask for more applications

to encourage many others to participate in challenging themselves and

broadening their horizons. I take a trip beyond the walls and gates

when I open a book. This is quite an awesome experience and it helps

me grow at the same time in many areas of my life.

My only suggestion is for read-along listening and teaching tapes. Lots

of women here cannot read. If they could privately hear what they're

trying to read and comprehend, 1 believe growth would take place.

Illiteracy is embarrassing and a hindrance. It may well be the root of

many sociological disturbances and yes, criminal occurrences.

Knowledge truly is power." - Michelle

The purpose of the Books to Women in Prison Project is to send books

to women in prison. We believe that everyone should have free access

to the ideas, information, and enjoyment that reading offers. Women

write to us and request books and we do our best to meet their requests

using a stock of donated paperback books.

Like Michelle, we firmly believe thai education— is a critical element

tow«S towards a more jus, society. This firs, tssue ,s dedicated to

he topi of education. 70% of state and federal pnsoners ,. the U£
lack a high school diploma or GED. Education is a lot more than

schoolingthough. ft is about living with your eyes open, be.ng open toS lify This zine is dedicated to raising awareness outs.de pnson

wS and p.ov,ding our sisters inside with the knowledge that thetr

:"are no. forgotten, bu, in fact intncately linked with our own.



JOURNEY
BY
Roxanne!«-t- 1>WT. or c*Ul.

Unaware that this is the unanswered
prayers of years ago.

years of

pain "

fights

\ tears

destruction

hatred

malice

forced sex

unfulfilled nights 1

confusion
A fence of peace and protection begi]

to build their walls,

walls of

k safetVj

Ik love

wholesomeness
clarity

laughter

forgiveness

But had it not been for this journey
they couldn't know the real

woman who lives inside of me.

it

"I am the Editor for our institutional newsletter-]
down here, Making Choices, and writing short
stories and reading novels is what I enjoy doing.
I've accumulated 3 college degrees since my
incarceration here. I've tutored and I thoroughly
enjoy helping others to make constructive use of
their time and energy through learning. What
better way to do that is there than through
reading? This is part of the learning process, a
very integral part. I am physically handicapped (I

walk with a cane) so my job assignments (which
have diminished) are limited, because I am not
able to lift heavy objects, stand in one place very
long, engage in sports activities or do any type of
strenuous manual labor. I'm 56 years old. I've
been incarcerated since 1989 and I have 5 more
years to complete.

In addition, I only receive $15 a month for a
"house help" assignment and that is light duty. I

am very independent and I raised 3 boys as a
|

single mother. I was blessed by coming here
basically. I had hit rock bottom with my drinking
and now I've come to a point where I want and
need to make a difference to those who are
struggling with an addiction, learning problems, or
anything which could keep them in a frame of mind
where they return to a life of self-destruction and
ultimately return to prison as a statistic.
Repeatedly. This change can be started by
reading, writing and becoming involved in self-
help projects this book project."
Maureen
Illinois Dept. of Correction

JLO
l M u^'^ '

-J. -W.-*'



Vinette Crowley and her husband were indicted

for an alleged meth conspiracy. Faced with life in

prison, they both took a plea. Vinette received 97

months and her husband was sentenced to 240

months. They were sentenced using the wrong

manual which would have made a difference of 19

months in Vinette's case. Now the appeal with

respect to the 19-month difference, the Assistant

US Attorny has characterized the error as

"insignificant." Since when is 19 months of a

person's life simply something to throw away?

A poll of the American public reported that a

vast majority of Americans believe mandatory

minimum sentencing is not fair (72%) and favor

mandatory drug treatment and probation for non-

violent offenders (74%). It is a shame that those

who physically harm, kidnap, rape, intentionally

maim, or kill someone will serve substantially less

prison time than a first-time non-violent drug

conspiracy offender.

Under the current law, since drugs are not even

necessary for a drug charge, anyone could be

indicted, including you. You could become part of

a drug conspiracy by innocently lending your

telephone, car, or a helping hand to a neighbor or

boyfriend. Giving a ride to a friend could send you

to federal prison for the rest of your life.

"No society since Nazi Germany has built so many

prisons in so short a period oftime.
*

- Mike Davis, author ofCityofQuam and Fcda® ofFm

-*
\Q

"I have no family that writes me. Except my 14 yr

old grandson. He is a bit of a rebel. Aren't we all

at that age? My family is shamed by me. My sons
are educated, successful pillars of their

communities. One is a nuclear power engineer
and the other is a commercial heating and air

conditioning foreman.
I am incarcerated for 25 years for killing my

abusive, alcoholic husband. He was a drug addict

also. My boys didn't really know him. My crime on
the Florida DOC website is in black and white. My
story is in many shades of grey. There are many
women in prison in Florida for crimes stemming
from abuse. Florida does not have a Self-Defense

Law - abuse laws are very weak. Jeb Bush claims

to be hard on crime and criminals but his daughter
has been arrested and found guilty twice of drug
crimes. The last one involved writing fraudulent

prescriptions and obtaining drugs with them. She
doesn't go to prison. His wife was detained and
arrested for bringing contraband into the US from
South America. Again nothing. Tough on crime.

Bullshit. In Florida's system I'm not sure where
the criminals are. Bush's wife also owns a large

chunk of AIRMARK, the contractor that feeds us.

Hmmrn.
Pat
Florida Dept. of Correction

"I am amazed at the number of mothers, aunts,

sisters, wives, sista-friends, girlfriends and women
in general that are locked up and not in circulation

in mainstream society. Prison is the result for a lot!

of us of broken dreams, unfulfilled wishes and
relationships gone bad. Our coping skills had not

I
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