GERCNIMO PRATT: FRAME-UP EXFOSED

By U.S. Congressman Ronald V. Dellums

Geronimo Pratt is a political prisoner fighting for his freedcm. His story
shows how far government agencies have been willing to go to stop movements for
social change, particularly the Black struggle. The campaign to free him is an
.exa.nple of our ability to fight back and win.

The full weight of my office is behind Gén:-n:-';:o's struggle. I call on all of
you to join us.

In 1969, Geronimo Pratt, a UCIA law student, rose to national prominence as a
leader of the Black Panther Party. Documents recently uncovered by his lawyers
show the FBI gave "constant oconsideration" during those years to "counterintelligence
measures toward neutralizing Pratt as an effective PP functimary." After failing
several times to stop his work and discredit him, the FBI and police finally
framzd Geronimo for a crime they knew he did not conmit.

Not content with imprisoning Geroninp, thesz same agencies worked with the
California Department of Correcticns to keep him in solitary confinement. For
seven straight vears Geronimo was locked in a dingy 4' x 8' cell 23 1/2 hours a day.
He was forced to visit l}is family and friends in handcuffs and shackles; his contact
with the outside world was from kehind a glass screen. But Gercnino fought back
with a fecderal lawsuit which forced his release into the general population at
San Quentin. .

In Februvary, 1978, a board headed by Ray Brown, who had worked against the
Panthers as head of the Oakland Police red scquad, refused to set any parole date
for Cercnimo. This flagrant abuse only strengthened Geronimo's determination and
built broader support for the fight to vindicate him through unconditional release.

Gerocnimo and his lawyers and supporters are now winning this fight. If
public support continues to arow, Geronimo will ba free this year.

Like so many Black pecple, Pratt's rcots are in the Deep Scuth. He grew up
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"separate and unequal' in rural Morgan City, Louisiana, the youngest of eight
children in a close-knit, hard-working religious family. Determined to see their
children educated, his parents managed to put all his brothers and sisters
through oollege.

Whnen his father became too sick to work, Pratt, then 17, enlisted in the
Army to earn money to support his family. He did two battle tours in Viet Nam,
rising to the rank of Staff Sargeant. His ability as a scout and his mix of
American Indian and Afro-Baitian ancestry led to a nickname that stuck—"Geronimo".

Along with two purple hearts, two air medals and many other &corations,
Geronino returned in 1968 with serious criticism of U.S. treatment of Third World
people. He started LA, where he met Bunchy Carter, a leader of the Black Panther
Party. Geronimo studied Black History, joirned the Party, and determined to
dedicate his life to our continuing struggle for freedom.

These were the years”when Black people were increasingly active in fighting
their oppressicn. Throughout the country programs errerged to cambat the
wretched conditipns people are forced to live under, programs ranging from free
hreakfasts and health care to new educaticnal and cultural activities.

Fram the commnity, from the prisons, from the campus...came the demand for
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Black groups against the Party, wntil their rivalry exploded into violent conflict g
that éost ‘many Panthers' | lives,J including Bunchy Carter's. After Bunchy was killed:
rin January, 1969, Germitrb toock his close friend's place as head of the Party

in los Angeles. -

In 1969, polloe raJ.ded and wrecked Panther offices across the cowmntry - |

Ch Decen‘ber 4, 1969, Chicago police murdered Panther leader Fred Harrpton in hJ.S '
sleep. An FBI J.nformer who ha.d been head of security for the Chicago Panthers
' prov:.ded a floor plan of Harrptcn s apartment, showing where he slept. :
| In the pre—dawn hours!of Dece.nber 8, 1969, 350 heavily amed police attacked
H three Panther éffices in LlosHAngeles. At one location the Panthers held the .
pol.u:e off for five hours until pecple from the commmity came forward to protect
them. At another, Geronimo inan:wly escaped death. ,

Following the raid, Ge.rcnin'o and 17 others were charged with conspiracy to
murder the poiice. But when the case came to trial, the jury found that the Panthers
had acted .'Ln self-defense and aocquitted them of all major charges.

Alarmed by\ the massive public outcry against the murder of Fred Hampton and
other police attacks on the Panthers, government officials feared that another
attenpt to k.mll Gerom.mo or Jail hun on political charges would only create cne
.n'ore revolut.lonary martyr So they moved against him in a way which would
thoroughly discredit him as a leader of his people. ;

In the fall of 1970, they suddenly brought forth an informer who claimed = i
thAt two years earlier Gerchixm had confessed to a senseless murder oomnitted'in: |
the course of a $30 robbery on a Santa Monica tennis court. This agent was a
former L.A. deputy sheriff, now believéd to have had ties to the FEI.

The FBI and police knew through informers and wiretaps that Geronimo had
actually been in Oakland at Panther meetings at the time of the murder. But
they hid the evidence.

They also concealed the documents which show that Gerenimo was a target of



COINTELPRO and the ccordinated covert cperations which all levels of governmant
mounted against the Panthers. These programs did not becom: public knowledge
until Congress investigated the FBI and CIA several years later in the aftermath
of Watergate. The jury in Geronimo's case, which took 11 days to reach its
verdict, might w:ell have acquitted him had it known the truth about COINTELPRO.
The lawsuits which Geronimo initiated from the hole at San Quentin have
started to expose a massive official attempt to hide the truth about how these
programs were used against him. In one suit U.S. District Judge Samxzl Conti
held a California Deputy Attommey General in contempt of court for lying about the

existence of the state's political intelligence files on Geronimo. The judee

-

called it "a scenario of deceit, decepticn and cover-up."

Geranimo has been joined in his legal battles by a team of lawyers from the
National Conference of Black Lawyers, the Naticnal Lawyers Guild, and the
National Task Force on Cr;hitelpxb Litigation and Pesearch. They are preparing
to petition the state court in Ilos Angeles for a writ which would overturn
Gercnimo’ dar conviction. The lawyers work for free, but nead money for
expensas L. .eep going. |,

Ceronimo and M1 Wife Ashaki are the proud parents of a baby girl, Shona

Pratt, born August 1%; 1979. Geronimo is making bold plans now for the future

Geronunm 1S & stron leader — a “frong people. We need him beside us in

tha 1980's ag we meEnew JLIX KT for LJ] lil:erat.ion.
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