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The FBI 
Takes AIM 

THE FBI's SECRET WAR 
AGAINST THE 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall 
"Th;; iJ the t:(',diet: light bttJ fome ;nlo Ilu 

world; bllt people preftrred darkll(,H 10 li1!,bt, be(o/ll( 
tbeir deedJ were e,'i/. Tbm e rob" do n;;! bale fbe 
lir.ht and will nol rome nrnr tbe light, Inr Itdr 
Ibal Ibeir deed, ",,11 be expoJrd" Uolm 3: 19- 20). 

F
or mor e than ten years, the Federal 
Bure au of Invest igation has systeln<1ti c<1l1y 
covered up and hidden (rom the Ameri c<1 n 

__ people its outr<1ge()us hehf1vior in and 
around the Pine Ridge Sioux Indi<1n Reservtl ­
lio n. For more than ten years, it has sought the 
cover of darkness . for its illcgtll "nd immo r,,1 
persecutio n of Ihe American Indian Moveme nt, 
including tl ho st of ,, ( (ions antith e tical to the 
ve ry ideal of gove rnmen t which rhe PDI swears 
to uphold . 

This ankle, longer and more d ct"iled th<1n 
rimse normall y pllhlished in T bf Olb",. Sid", is 
an ancrnpr to .~ hine some light where there h"s 
been on ly tbrkne55. Simuittlneolls ly . it is ~ ple a 
for Chri stians and all those ",ho love the light , 
to join us in calling fo r a new cong ress ional 
invesrig<1tion inro FBI abuses on the Pine Ridge 
ResCfv<1tion from 19 72 throllgh 1976. These 
abu.ses arc nOliling new in the hislO ry o f U .S. 
(rcalment of n<1tive peopl e. OUI the )' are abuses 
nevertheless, tl.buscs incomp<1tib le wi lh dem­
ocrat ic values , abuses more likel y to be re pealed 
if they h"ve neve r hee n prope rl y brought (Q 

light. 
We may ri,ghriy complain "bollt <1trociti e s 

committed by the South African gove rnmen t 
against bl<1cks in the impoverished "home l,,"ds" 
to which they htlve hee n "ssignei.l . Out if J esus ' 
teac hings hilve "fly me<1ning, we ought not c,,11 

attention to rhe splinter in ~nolher n<1ri on'$ eye 
without likewi~e eXflmini n~ the heam in nur 
own. 

And a beam it is , for that which fhe FBI 
encou raged and undertook in South D<1knl:t in 
the mid -seventies was trul y <lppalling. Law <lfter 
13W was ignored in an effort to destro)' the new 
<lnd growing American Indi<1n Movem e nt. An 
indigneous movement of n<llive people, AI"'I , 
rh rougll irs milit<1nt defense of Ind i<1f1 right.~ <1nd 
its vigorous <1dv()(<1cy of Ih e notion of $o\' c r<; ign 
Indif1n nalions, was Ihreatening to des troy th is 
muion's comfortable status quo. Ce nturies of 
explicit and impli cit explo itaT ion were heing 
ch<1.lIenged . 

The w ll in rhe FBI's "secret war" <1gainst th e 
Indian pco ple W<1.S astounding. More th ;m two 
hundred AIM mcmhe rs and supporters were 
assaulted o n or ncar the Pine Ridge rescrv:Hio n 
from 1972 through 1976. Close to .<evcnrr died 
as a resu lt of ac tio ns t<1ken <lgainst the m. Th:u 
givcs Pine Ridge a vio len t death ratc , /1t1ud n"~r 
on dO(lImenled pOlili(ai dealb ... of 170 pe r 
100,000. (By comparison, in 19 74, Detroit, 
then cons id ered Ihe "murder c<1p itn l of the 
United States," demonstrated <1 violent de<1th 
rateJor nil (dllm , of onl y 20.2 per 100,000.) 

In fact, the political murder ra te on Pine 
Ridge from March I, 1973, to M"ch I , 197(" 
is almost equivalent to Ih"t which prev:liled in 
C hile during the three years (ollowing rh e 
U .S.-supponed coup led by Augusto Pinnchet. 

These politically motivated murders, almost 
exclus ive ly directed against A 1M , occurred ;H <1 
lime w hen the FBI was deeply obses.scd with 
suppressing any and all polidc<11 nrg"nizing on 
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'he paT! of Ame rican Indians. "They [,he Indi­
ans] arc a conque red natio n," explained N o rman 
Zigrossi, special agen , in charge of 'he FBI's 
Rapid Ci,y, So u,h Dakora, o ffi ce. "And whe n 
you arc conquered, the people you are con­
quered by diclale your fUlure . This is a basic 
philosophy of mine. If I'm pa" o f a conquered 
nadon, I've gOI 10 yield 10 aUlhorilY .... [The 
FBI mu st fun clio n as] a colo nial police force. " 

From mid- 1972 10 mid- 1973, Ihe numbe r of 
personne l assigned 10 Ihe FBI's Rapid Cily 
o ffi ce nearly quadrupled, from Ihree 10 e le ven . 
The work or these agents focused primarily o n 
Pine Ridge. During 1973, Ihis g really expanded 
"colo nial police forcc" was again almost doubled 
wil h Ihe addilion of a le n-me mbe r Special Weap­
ons and Tacd" (SWAT) leam , assigned 10 Ihe 
tiny village of Pine Ridge, on the resc rv;uion 
itselr. Even this wasn't enough to meet FDI 
ob jcn ivcs. L, lc in 197'), (he FBI again tripled 
its staff o f agents, giving wes te rn South Dako ta 
the highest ratio of agents (0 ci tizens anywhere 
in the U nited Stales. 

As a resu lt of the Sevcn Major Crim es Act. 
ho micid es ilnd armed ass:m hs o n rcscrv;tr ions 
arc man eTS ovcr which the rl31 has leg:t! juris­
diction. But despite the ino rd inate numbe r o f 
people it had at its disposa l th roughou t this 
period, linn, o f Ihe murd ers of AIM people has 
been solved hy Ihe FDI- nor one. As Ihe re .. o n 
fo r its spectilculilr lack o f success, rhe FD I hilS 
pleaded "lack o f manpower." 

Presu milbl y this same " 'ack o f milnpower 
prevented th e bureau from properly inves tigil t. 
ing fund s ass igned to a "Highway Safety Pro· 
grilm" and il "Tribal Rangers Program," bot h 
misappropriated hy ,he n Pine Ridge Itibal pres­
ide m Richard "Dick ie" W ilson. These funds-as 
the fetle ral govc rnment was aware-were being 
used to arm, equip, :t ile! pay a p rivate army 
known as the Gutl rdialls of the O~lala Niltioll 
(GOONs). 

\'(f il son, fi rst v(}[c(1 illlO office in 1972, won 
a seennd Itibal p res id e ncy in 1 97~ . That elec­
tion, occurring at the hc i,l!iu of the FBI presence 
o n the reservation, W;1S lare r charac te rized by 
the U.S. C ivil Rights Commiss io n as "permeated 
wi,h fraud ." lJy 19 7~. W ilson's GOONs, ex pres­
s· ly anti · AIM in purpose, we rc armed with 
U.S. military-type M- I <) riAes. Equ ipped wilh 
h i~ h . qlla lir y. milit a ry· sty le communi cat ions 
gear, they were also regu larly supplied with 
,goveftlfne nt · i .~s ue ha.ll ammunition . 

How Wilson's private army came to be armed 
with U.S. milirtlry weapons remains unclear. 
But his GOONs we re arguably 'he p rimary 
force responsible fo r th e assau lts on hundreds 
o f AIM people o n and near Pine Ridge duri ng 
th e period in question. The y are known [Q have 
worked closely with bo th the FBI and Dureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) po lice at this time. 

During 197 .\ alo ne, while the FIJI was c1aim­
inl! insufficien t resources to invesligate pol it · 

rHOT()(iAAPI·IS FIlOM J\K\fJE SJ\S~ NOTES 

ically mo tivat ed murde rs. it simultaneously 
amassed three .hundred and sixteen thousand 
fil e class ifications in its detailed investigation 
of the political and personal activities of AIM 
me mbers and sympalhizers. While dozens of 
murde rs of AIM me mbe rs and sympathizers 
we re being ig no red , Ihe FBI made 562 arresls 
of AIM people in conjunClio n wilh ils ongoing 
investigat io n o f the o rganization, Of (hese, only 
fift een resulted in convictio ns of any sort, usu-

The federal pres­
ence on Pine Ridge 
was consistently 
marked by Viet­
nam-type equlp­
ment-ln this case, 
an armored person­
nel carrier. camou· 
"age uniforms, and 
a macbre cow's 
skull. 

ally fo r pelly o ffe nses. ~------------~ 

"The purpose o f all Ihis," ex­
plained an AIM attorney in 
197t1. "is not to obtain con­
vic tions o r punish people the 
bureau believc~ guilty o f crimi­
nal act s in rh e st ri ct sense . 
R'lIhe r, it is '0 ne utralize an 
o rf!ilniziuio n whose politics the 
FB I oh jecrs to by ,ying Ihe 
organ ization up in an unending 
se ri es of trials and pre trial in car· 
ce ril linns. bankrupting th e orga· 
ni 7.a tio n by forcinp; it to meet 
milssivl' amou nt s of bail." 

This is precisely the met hod 
the POI used du ring the CO IN · 

TF.l.rRO e ra . As a senior FBI 
age nt sai.d after the assass ination 
of l3lack Panlher leaders Mark 
Clark and Fred l-IamplOn, "You 
don ' , measure success in this 
arCil in I~ rm s of apprehension 
hut in te rms of neutralization." 

CO INTEl.rRO is foB I sliln,g fo r 

"domeslic cou nte rintelligence progra m, a sys· 
te lllalic e ffort tn su bve rt o r destroy po litically 
ohjecrionablc o r,l!anizatinns. In 197 1. J. Edg;u 
H oover. under cong ressional pressure. o rde red 
the FBI to te rmintHe such progrrtms. But the 
Pinc Rid,l!c record seems to indica te that w hile 
such il ctivilics l11 ily have been stopped in name. 
the y were not SlOpped in practice. 

FIJI act ions :l1!ili nsf AIM, as the info rmation 

" Dickie ·· Wilson lin 
the dark gla"., I 
travels through the 
Pine Ridge Reserva­
tion In 1973 with 
a typical escort o( 
GOONs. Wilson 
worked closely 
wllh the FBI. 
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F~deral Judg~ Fred 
Nichol dismissed 
charges against 
Russell Means and 
Dennis Banks, 
saying FBI actIons 
had " polluted" the 
waters or Justice. 
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which fo llow, amply illu",",es, included the use 
of infilcr<1tors <1nt! tlf!.rn l l prnr:o(tllt'fIrl, the dis­
semination of deliberate disinformation, and the 
blatant fabrication of evide nce to obtain criminal 
convictions of ke}' or~ani7.ationa l leaders who 
cou ld not othe rwise be ncutralizc(1. 

Thc usc of stich methods was clear enough 
that federal distri ci judge fred Nichol observed, 

wh il e dismissing 
c harges <1gainst A I M 
le<1dcrs Russell Me<1ns 
and Dennis Banks in 
1971, "It', hard for me 
to believe that the fI3I, 
which I have revered 
for so lo ng , h:B 
stooped so low." Be­
cause of the FBI's tac­
tics, Nichol soid, "t he 
waters of justice h<1ve 
hee n polluted." 

With sll ch AIM acti­
vists as Leonard Peltier 
sti ll unjustly impris­
oned and o lhers, includ ­
jn~ Dennis Danks, sti ll 
facing trials, those 
wate rs remain polluted. 

The need for a com miss io n of inquiry, as sog­
gested by Amn es ty lnternarion<11 in 19RO, is as 
slrong as evcr. 

The lig lu of trmh is nce ded in <1t least the 
following areas ; 

The GOONs--
The ide:1 th"t the FIJI 'might suppo rt and 

coordinate :l "pri v;1tc :umy" dcsil!ncd to attain 

ing the siege perimeter est,hli,h ed hy federal 
forces there. 

In addition, the bureau created, equipped , 
and trained a BIA SWAT team on the rese rva­
tion in 1973. This furth e r con trihuted to the 
pervasive GOON terror on and around the 
reservation because, as the fBI knew, there was 
consid e rable overlap in membership betwee n 
the FBI-controlled I3IA police on Pine Rid,l!e 
and the GOONs. 

Due [Q the bureau's penchalH for secrecy. 
other possible links between the FI31 and the 
GOONs remain clouded in obscurity. One 
reason a congressional investigat ion or commis­
sion of inquiry is needed is to bring 10 light all 
aspects of th e FBI's involvement with th e 
GOONs, including the bureau's repeat ed non­

prosecution of GOON atrocities. 

Disinformation-
The FBI's propagation of deliberat e disin ­

formation ahout AIM seems to have bee n de­
s ig ned to discredit the o rgani 7.alion ill the puhli r 
mind . It may have <1150 been int e nd ed 10 cnntii ­
tion public sentiment to accept the viole nt sup­
pression o f its members . 

Four examples of FBI disinformatjoll provide 
sa lient illustratio ns: 

The George Ai,.d Mllrder Douglass Durham 
and Virginia "Blue Dove" Dc Luse were FOI 
infiltrators acting as dRen/J prol'O((1/fllrJ . On Oc­
tober 10, 1974, they began a campaign-as 
"AIM spokespeoplc"-to associate the organiza­
tion in the public mind w ith the ror[Ure and 
murd er of cabdriver George Aird . Aird was 
killed at AIM's Camp I .' in nox Can~' ()n ncar 
Los An~c1e" 

polilic:li ohjectives is nothing new, r::==--------====:-. 
Form e r FBI informcr N:lnd ~ 

Zo cc hin o [Old the /.(lJ ; \ lI!!,tltJ 

Time.1 ill 11)7() ,hat rh e hurc:lll h"d 
created and financed Cl "crypto­
fascis," group in 5:1 11 Dic,l!o called 
rhe Secre t Arrn~' Or,l?::1niz:lIion 
(S AO). f)urinl! Ihe c:lrly seventies , 
she .o;;1id. rh e SAO c l1 ,t::1,1?:cd in hur­
glary, m;lit ril t' fr s, hOlllhillp. kid ­
l1;1pping ... , as.o;;as .o;;i naritlll pl(lls. :lnd 

:IfI CmPI Cd Illurder. Th ese :1uiv ilics . 
:H lordillg 10 7.01 l ilirH), \\'('fC di ­
ft'( lI y slIpefvi .o;;c cl hr ,hl' hure 'HI. 
Ilo \\':ml n c rry Godfre y. an infor­
mant working (lUI of lilt, Sail Diego 
FBI office . has suhslanlia ll y corrohurrt lcd Zoc ­
rhi no 's ... tory. whilc Ihe: burc~u ilsrlf ha.c; done 
linlc 10 deny it. 

The scrtlc and dtlralion of GOON .u.: riviries 
on Pine Ridge from 1972 o nward- and Ihe 
FOl's lac k of a re ... ponse- slIMests a simil<tr 
situation. In addiliol1, GOON activities seemed 
clearl y coord inaled wil h fI31 opcr<t, ions. The 
GOON .... for in!;lancc. maint<1ir\ed roa(lhlock .~ 
around \'(Iound ed Knee in 1973, ,l!rearly enhanc-

VIrgInia " Blue 
Dove " De luse, an 
FBI agent provocif­
teur, was Instru­
mentalln pinning 
false murder 
charges on two of 
AIM's Call1orni. 
members. 

DurhflTTl penn ed a leiter linking AIM to th e 
slaying and left it. ;tlong wi th ;t ~c;t lp purportedly 
taken from Airel's body, prominently displayed 
at the camp to be found by investigators. 
Durham and Dc Luse then falsely targe ted Paul 
"Skyhnrse" Dur;lnt and Richard "Mohawk" Bill­
ings for the murde r. I30th men, California mem­
be rs of AIM, were pro~ecuted for the murder, 
though it nnw ;lppear~ thai Muvin Red Shirt, 
a gove rnm e nt wimess, actually com mitted or ill 

TOP PHOTOGRI\PH BY ROGF.R NY)TIIDM 
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IC:1.Q panicipated with ot hers in the cr imC', 
In Cllly ta~c . the FOrs ;l im was achieved : the 

portray;'! ! of Alt-.·f as a vio lent. cr iminal org:Hli7.a­

lion . 

T ilt' .I1O,,";I, !!. Hull SI(uJ' Imm cdiate ly afler 
thc Jullc 2(1, 19 7'5. fire fig ht at Og bla (tk',c;cr ihcd 
below), the H31 issued a series of flcld repons. 
These indic:arcd ,hat the Jumping Bull com­
pound (t he scene of th e shnnring) was in (act a 
sophisri cHcd AIM military compicx with fi xed 
defensive p05iriol1s. including military-s tyle hun -
kefs. I 

An FBI ex ternal af(,,'irs offi cer, se nt in spe­
ciall y from \Xlashingron to "handle press," also 
[old UPI. the \'(/mhillpJ(1Il Pn,If . and the Nm' 
rnrJ· Time! ,11 11.1 the special age nts killed in the 
flfC fi ,c lll had heen "drClAAcd from tlH,' ir cars ami 
shot lip 10 fift een to twent y tirne~ with automatic 
we:tp(ln ~ . " These re p(}rr ~ rece ived wide C()Ve r;l.lH' 
in the prc~~. I 

A .~ an arricit: in th e CI")/Ilm /;ift .InllrllftliJm 

Rerifl(" l:tter pointed out . hy th e time all o( this 
W;lS repon ed , the :lgenls doing the repo ning 
we re, of nc(e.~s il r, alrc:ld y :lware o f its (:l lsi ry . 
" W;1.~ n·r unti l (I Vl' d:l Ys la ter, :lft e r the initial 
bur.~t o( puhli cit y, that FIJI di recto r Clue l1 cc 
Kell y admin ed al a pre.ss conference that th ere 
wc re, in (;1("1, no "hunk crs"- o nly an ah;lIldnlled 
hor.'}e shed and chi l kcn cool' . (Eve n that wa.sn' t 
ri,l.!hr. Th e so-c:l llc tl bunk e rs were actu:lJl y car tie 
.s h ch e r .~ :lilt! f;dlen root t"c llu .~. hOlh common 
in rural :lreas.) 

A report prepul'd h y rh e: Mou nt:lin St :ltcs 
Rl',l!iona l Officc o f Ihe U.S. Co mmi ssio n on 
Civil Ri,l! ht .s c:1 lled th e.: FnJ's initial reporting 
"f:-t 1.~ c. llnsuh .~ laf1ti;Jt e d, " and "high ly inn:llllJn:1-
to rr ." \'<111:11 it .s lllu·cdl'd in wa.s height ening 
anti -A I M fedings. 

The "Cnm mll1J;(/" CI") 1/11e·cf;(m Durham ap­
pea red hefore Se n. J alTles Eastl and '.s Senate Sub­
(olllrn ill Ce o n Inr erll;ll Securi ty in April 1976. 
An FB I infihraror and ftf,f1Il l mu·(}(d l mr. [)lIrhrtm 
was th e sole wirness (O ll ll' rning AIM . I Ie tc .'}ri ­
(\cd Ihal th e o rgani 7.alinn was cflmmuni .~ t - in(ll ­
(rafed . in vo lved in tcrrorism . and "com mitted 
In violt-nce." AIM. he sa id. " h a~ communi .sl ti e.s 
to Cllhp, the Sovie t Unioll, and Chif1:l." 

To r r'HO T()(iliW'I l RY TEO SCHIJLTZ · 

Paul "Sl1morse" 
Durant l'ar left) 
and Richard 
"Mohawk" Billings 
l'a r right' conler 
with their lawyers. 
As part of the FBI's 
haraument cam­
paign. these two 
AIM members were 
falsely charged 
wIth the murder of 
a LDs Angeles cab 
driver. They spent 
3' /, years In Jail 
before theIr ae­
qultal . 

Although he offered 
not a shred o f evidence, 
hi s asse rti o ns became 
the basis o f a widely <li!i ­
rribuled repo n o n A I M 
iss lied hy the .subco m­
mitte e. Durham con · 
tinued his discreditat ion 
on a lect ure tour .s POIl ­
sored hy the So uth 
Dakc>la and N e hra !i ka 
c hap te r s o( the .John 
Dirch Socie ty. H c \\ ' :1S 

often rtc co mpani ed 
during these lectures by 
agen!S of the FB I. 

The "Dog Soldi,,' T,I,typ, On June 22. 
1976. the FBI released to the media a teletype 
Kell y had se nt to the U.S. deputy attorney 
~c nera l. In the document. he contended he had 
"reliah le information" thrtt some two thousand 
AIM warriors. known as "dog soldiers," we re 
planning to assass inate the gove rnor o f SOlllh 
Da ko ta. 

These .warr iors, trained " in the N orthwesl 
Territo ry," we re also planning to blow up num er· 
ous bui ldin,l!.s, "burn" (armer.s, snipe at tourists. 
find cngagc in some unspecifi ed "act io n" at MI. 
Rushmore. The story was printed in mrtn y news­
pape rs and bro:1dcast on rad io 
and t ~ l fv i.si p n slat ions across 
the U." S. 

Lard, during the trial of 
A I M mcmb~rs Darelle !lut ler 
and Rober i Robid eau, C la­
rence Kell y. head of the FBI. 
was !iuhpoefl:1cd as a witness. 
During hi s ·testimony, Kell y 
was :l.sk cll by :1tto rney Wi lliam 
Kuns tl e r r what evide nce the 
bureau had 10 suppo rt this 
doculll e·flt :' To this Kelly 
r('p lied. ':1 know of none." . 

G ivcn 'the intensity and (on­
.s istcncy o f ,th e FDl's known 
disi nformrtti on campaigns, an 
imporr ant ta .s k fo r any con­
,l!res.'\ io nal inquiry will be deter­
minin~ the fu ll scope o f such 
cf(ons . All documents associ­
ated wi lh these cfforrs should 
light . 

be hrou,ght 10 

The Oglala Fire Fight-
In june 1975, :1t the request o ( traditi o nal 

Ica~e" .round Oglala, • group of AIM people 
sc t lip an e ncampment at jumpi ng Bull com ­
potlnd . a (amily property ne(l.r the village o( 
Oglala on rhe Pine Ridge Reserv:1tion . Tradi ­
tional leade n invited the AIM people in to 

provide ~om c protection (ro m GOON vio lence, 
whi ch had been prtrticu larly severe in the u ea. 

On ju·ne 2(" fo r thc second day in a row, 

" 

An FBI agent. 
equipped with 
Vletnam·lssue 
bush hat. Jungle 
fatigues. and M-16 
rlfte. patrols the 
Pine Ridge Reserva­
tion during the 
summer of '975. 
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The body of AIM 
member Joe Stuntz 
KlIIsrlght lies In 
the mud after the 
Oglala nre flght. 
Circumstances 
point to the possi ­
bility of summary 
execution. The FBI 
has refused to Inves­
tigate. 

One hllnrlrru rm 
.:1gcnts In full 
(ombitt qc;tr , cov­
ered by fOllr ilttilck 
h e licopters. Sllr · 

rounded the home 
o f lconilrd Crow 
Dog In September 
19 ]5. e nq;,g rn9 In 
wholcs~ l c a rr csB 
ilnd wan ilnt less 
sC.lrches of prlvilt e 
property. 

FIJI special aJ!l' Il IS Hllrla ld \Xlilliallls :lntl J<1 ck 
Coler apPc:lrcd af lil t, (ompollnd . Ostensibl y. 
they we re sc('k ill,1! I II :l rr('s l AIM ITlcmhcr.1immy 
EaJ!lc on ch:l rges dc ri\'cd (rolll a complaint :thoU( 
(he the ft of a pair fir II sctl cowhoy h00l5. Accord­
in,e w SUh.I;('qU(· IH Irial H.'s lirnonr. the agents 
had hn 'n [Old th aI E;l,l.dc and ,hrcc OIhc r young 
AIM IIlc ll1hl'fs we re nelUall y \\';'tllled (or kid­
narpin.'!. a~~r:l\'a l cd as.';:wll, and a,g,g ravaled fob­
bery, TI1(' )' 1 1cv('rrh('I{' ~ e; f:1r ricd no wa rrant (o r 
his <1rrt'~I , 

For r('a e;oI1S which remain unclcaf, \'Villiams 
anti Cole r ope l1ed (lfe' on peol,k in Ihe com· 
pnullI I, Pc r ~ lln ~ (flllll Ihe AIM c m:arnpmc nt, 
be lievi n,g rht' ll15{' lv(, e; und er attack hy GOONs, 
re lUrn cd the fire , In ,he ensuillf! fire (I,l!hl, which 
evcntually invol vcd hundreds o( law enforce­
mcnt personncl, horh FBI :JJ!C nl S we re killtd . 

Al so killed Ihal day wa~ AIM memher Joe 
Srufll7. Killsrighr. An :nrd i I" [he "((ICill l 11\1 -

-----------
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"'p'y. Kill"i~llI wa, killed b), a 'ingle rine 
round fir ed from lonR r,mRe which hil him dead 
cente r hetwee n Ihe ('),es, SOllih Dakot a',e; as· 
sistalll :lItornc ), 1!e ll eraI, \,(/ ill iall1 Dclanq ,. w ho 

was at th e sce lle. COlli rad ioed ,h:ll report , Il l' 
said :11 th e 1;111(' ,hal Kill.e;ri,cI Jl rl't ('i\'('d " ;1 hurq 
in (he hat k":u dose rang(' , 

Narionai Puhlic Rae!i o rcpOrl('f Kevin Ml ­
Kiernan :lrrivctl shord y :lfler I)Cbll l'Y , li e ,C; ;lP 

Killsrighl appeared 10 ha"e hee n fitl l'd inlo olfl 

FBI (Ield jackel- as i( 10 cov(' r his IlIrSt! . Mc· 
Kiern:m, whn ohserved th (' hod )' leakin,1.! hl f)od 
"down the jackCI sleCVl' ," ill <; jq <; Ihe hole· in rhe 
forehead Slor}' i<; (a lst' . 

All of Ihis raises tht' poss ihil il }1 Iha l Kill ,c;ri,l.dll 
was sum m;uil y ex('ctltcd by eilher Ihe rnl or 
non-FBI person nel, whose actions were then 
covered up by the bureau. 

Af!er the June 26 fire fight . the fBI moved 
onto Pine Ridge and the adi o ining Rosebud 
Reservario n in force. At least 170 agenlS, aug· 
men!ed by u.s. marshals. BI A police. GOONs, 
and non -Indian vigilante groups, dramatically 
made their prese nce felt. Using mili ta ry-issue 
armored personnel carrie rs and Bell "Huey" 
helicopte rs, they conduCtee! massive sweeping 
ope rations in bOlh locales, Warrantless searches, 
breaking and ente ring, destruction of private 
propeny, rhysical intimidation, false arrests, ane! 
ot her systematic deprivation s o f civi l rights 
often accompanied these Vietnam -style sweeps. 

Probably the worst incident occurred on the 
morning of September 5. 1975. when approxi­
mately one hundred agents in full com hat gear, 
covered by four attack helicopters, sur rounded 
and occupied the Running and Crow Dog resi­
dences on Rosebud, engaging in wholesale ar­
rests ("(or questioning") and the warrantless 
searches of both propcrri e,c;. The chairperso n 
of the U ,S, Commis~ i ()Tl n n Ci"il Ri,e:hl<; bIer 
charactcrized the o l'e r,uio n as ,£ ivinR "('vcrr 
aprearanc '~ o( hei n,lZ a (1I11 , c;( :1 I(' lllili lar Y· IYI' l' 
inVaS IOn , 

Two AIM members. lJa re llc "{)ino" nuder 
:l nd Rohc r! "Roh" Rohi<i(,:111 , were suhe;cqll cnl1y 
Iried ill Cedar Rap id s, low;\, he rll n ' fl'deral 
d istrin judge Edward Mr " l:1n us for rhe Ill urder<; 
Il f spcci:1 1 a,£(' llI S \'(/ ill i;l lll<; and Co ll' r T ll t'r wert' 
acqu iu ('d -'ul r 1(" 1 (J7Cl , The jury ruled rh :lI ,111\' 

invol vc me nt h}1 Bll dt:r ;lIld Rfl hidC::lu in Ih l' 
ageilis ' dC:l lh W;le; in ~l'I(· ddcll <;C:. f\ ll lh jud,cc 
;md jur)' f1 o r('t! rll(' !' I'a r<; ilr nf (" 'ide rHt' ,HId !Ill' 
Si,lZ llif;(:11l1 ie"t ' I I'" rJn "mi<;«(lIhI1lt' " ill 1" t'I'U 
ing whaf link ('\' idt ' rl< t ' Ih en: W:I<; 

B"t1(' r :1 1l t! Hll hi t!cau '" ( !ld l' knd:lIl1, Icnnan l 
Pe lri cr , slillld fli al in F .1r~! i1, Nprth f) .lkll l:1, i ll 
April I <) 7,J arl e r h(' ing Ir alldnk lnh' l'x tr ... lir n l 
from C;rIJ:1d a f~(:( ' h(' low), I )OUll11(' I1I <; " I'I,l i ll l"d 
unde r ,he Fr<:l'dll lll fI( In(nrll1 :1ti r) 1I A{ I rl' \'t':11 
,hal ( h ;tr~!e~ ;1,J!:l ill q rh l' (fl lln" ddcn,l.rll f. .J imrnr 
E:lglc, we rt' drnl'l'cd \ 11 Ih ,11 " Ih <.' lull I ' rll~(' ( \I 

tive we ight of 111 <.' fed e ral ,l!tl\'crnlll l' l1l to ul d he 
di rected :1,1Z:1in ~ 1 I.eonard Peltier. " 
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Paul Oenson. Pelliers trial judge, refused to 
allow the jury to hear any testimony of FBI 
misconduct. He also disallowed any testimony 
abOlH the atmosphere of terror prevailing on 
Pine Ridge prior to the fire fight . As we'll 
explain latcr. th e trial was pervaded by fraud 
and misco ndu(( on the part of the FBI and the 
proscculion . Peltier was convicted on two 
counts of first -degree murder and sentenced to 
two C()n!a~(U(ivc life (erms in prison. 

In their entirety, at Iclts! six thousand pages 
of FBI documents and at least five thousand 
pages in pan, all relevant ro the Oglala fire fight 
and the eve nts which followed. remain classified 
for rcamns of, "mon~ other things, "nalional 
security ." Given the trivial nature of Eflglc's 
alleged of(enses (which starred the affair) and 
their apparCtH insubstantiality (he was subse­
quenrly "cquined), the question must be posed 
as to the FB I's real motiv:uion for repeatedly 
visi'tinj:! the Jumping Dull compound and open­
ing fire o n people there, 

There is a widespread belief on the Pine 
Ridge Rcserv:Hion that the conduct of special 
agents \'(Iilliams and Coler was a diversion de­
signed to mask negotiations undertaken the day 
before .he fire (.ght by tribal president Wilson. 
These negotiations led to an agreement , signed 
in January 1976, transferring 76.200 acres of 
tribal land to the federal government. This was 
a viol"tion of the 186R Fort L'lramie Treaty. 
which requires a three-fourths expressed con­
sent of all adult male Lako ... , before land ces· 
sions may occur, Done without the approval of 
the trihal council , it was ;t lsn a viohuion of BIA 
regul:uions, 

During the e:l r1 y seventies. satellites ope rated 
by the N:uinnal Aeronautics and Srace Admin ­
iSlration and rhe National Uranium Resources 
Evaluation Prow"m had located substanrial ura ­
nium deposit s within this land parcel. The exis­
tence of suc h a stimulus could do much lO 

explain the (cd e r,,1 posture vis-a-vis A 1M, whic h 
slill veh l' ment1 ~' opposes sll r h land cessions. 

During rite spring of 197<> , :1 Se nate commil ­
l el ' h L';ld t' d hy Frank Churl h h;lt! begun In prohl' 
FBI :1( I;"lli(,5 with f( 'J!.lrd til AIM . This ;n vcqi ­
,I!.alion \\, :10;; I('(minalet! iIllTlWcI ;;ucl y (l fl cr, :l nd 
o <; rt' n o;; il , l r I' f 'f :Iu o;; e 0 1. tllf' Ogl ;l l:l fire fi,! ln . 

Lc g;r i lll ;lIf ' fl ,u ' q ir lll o;; h a\'(' h('c ll rai5l' ,I :10;; I f} 

\\' h (' Ih t' 1' II I(' bll "(' ;11 1 dcl ih('I';lI (' ly provoked an 

in( iri c nl o;; ig nil i r ;1111 t' ll rIl1l! h 1/ 1 :t hOr! rh e Sf ' Il ,II l' 

"" In I I II l llIlLirft '{"<; 'i f l'l l r i Tl }' o f i l o;; { nf]d UI I fi ll 

1'11 11' HI,IJ: ' Silt h ;111 d h lrr 11I;,I!hr wel l ha \'(' 
h(' (' n :I 1' .11'1 0 1 !I ll ' F1\1 'o;; d l ;u k i IlJ: . Ilu l a,l!;li ll , ;111 
. lllttl lH t' llf o;; lir :11 111 ;,1: ir 1 I ( ' v (' ;\ I - .lI ~ li <; l'r ()" (' -­

~ n l h :r I1 l l1 r; \ :lfi ')ll rCIll ;l ; n { b o;;~ ili c d 

l l l1 l i l tl H' Hq l an 11(' 1'{'I' o;; u :lol t' d 10 rclease 
d\!' V,l o;; l I1lIlld wr o f dll ( IIfll t" IlI ~ i l i ... hO;1rdifl,l!. 
fil l rhi e; IIH id(' II I , ,he i uu'llt :l nd jll1 r p 0 5(' o f 

al!.( ' II I o;; \'\,il1i ; lI ll ~ ;l lld ( o lt'r will rl' lIl:lin e; liro ucled 
;;1 11I y<;{ c r r -i l ~ \\' ill Iht' d eath: I l f AIM IlH: l1lhcr 

Joe SI UIH ? Kill s r i,dlf , a dl':tth which rhc FBI 

PHOTOGRt'.rHS FROM "KWESASt\E NOTE S 
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~ays it has never investigated. 
The condnu~~ hiding of illegal FBI activities 

before. during; ' and after the Oglala fire light 
doe~ nm promote "national security," It endan­
gers it. On ly a congressional investigation or 
commission of inquiry, with power of subpoena, 
Ciln brill~ a measure or truth to 
this dark period of contemporary 
American history, 

Assassinations--
'The only way t'o deal with the 

Indian problem in South _ . . J 
DakOla," said William Janklow, 
then South Dakota deputy atto r-
ney gene ral. " is to put a gun to 
AIM leader!' heads and pull the 
triMer, 

A 1m or trigger-pulling occurred on Pine 
Ridge from' 1972' though 1976, with a vastly 
disproportionafe number of AIM members and 
surporlers dying ~iolendy in the context of FBI 
operations there, Three instances are sufficient 
to suggest the probability of a deliberate pattern 
of political ass~5sina(io n: 

The Cau ofr Prdro BiHonetlt Pedro Bisson­
elle W", head ;of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights 
Organizal ion (OSCRO). He had also parlici· 
pated in the L\'(Iounded Knee occupation, He 
W:1S wideiy vie\ved as a thorn in the side of those 
who we re ..s t;ck ing 'a passive Indian po puladon. 

Bissonette was hunted down and shot to 
deal h by · 0 I A police o n .October 17. 1973. 
While police claimed he had " resisted arrest," 

Pedro Bissonette. 
head of the Oglala 
SIoux ClvU RIghts 
Organization, was 
leading a mov~ to 
Impeach trIbal pres· 
Ident DickIe WIlson 
wht!n he was shot 
to death by BIA 
police for "resIst· 
Ing arrest: ' 

It was at GOON 
roadblocks. such as 
this one, that Pedro 
BIssonette. Byron 
DeSena. and other 
AIM members and 
supporters were 
killed. 
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In 1975, Anna Ma~ 
Aquash was told by 
agent David Price 
that she wouldn't 
live out the year If 
she didn't " cooper­
ate" with th~ FBI. 
Coincidentally, her 
frozen body was 
" found" that winter 
by Price. A coroner 
hired by the FBI, 
Ignoring a bullet In 
her head, con­
cluded she died of 
" nOltt/ral causes." 
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there is no indic;tlinn Ih ;1t Bi~son cuc e ngaged 
in behavior of Ihe sort whi~h might have war­
ranted th e point -bl:t nk inni clion of multiple 
gunshot wounds. 

The FBI conducted no c6mprchcnsive inves­
tjg;trion into th e p.uti cubrs o f Bissonette'! 
death. Before his death, it h:td been rumo red 
fh cl( Dissol1clIC W:lS "on rhe lis '''1 for elimination. 
Afl e r hi s d c:uh. OSCRO cCi1sed to exist 3S a 
viable organ iza tion . 

Tbe C n.H' 0/ Byron DeStrJt1 Byron DcSersa 
was killed hy GOONs dllrin~ a chase on the 
rese rv;ttio o. His car. cfUryirig !luee passengers, 
all unarmed, W:Ui pursued hy six cars full of 
known GOONs. i 

The survivors from DeSersa's ve hicle pro­
vided informatio n ill sworn~ affidavits that after 
th e AIM suppo rter's wounds were innicted, 
armed GOONs (w ho m Ihe y 'identified) pre­
velHed his rece iving medical iu~enlion, attention 
which cou ld have si1Ved his life.1 

Agai n. rhe FD 1 conducred n'il compre he nsive 
invesrig;uion inw the matter. ' Despite glaring 
bureau inacrion, o ffICials of a ne ighboring (Own 
arrested one o f the GOONs, C harlie Winters, 
and charged him wi rh first-degree murde r. In 
rerurn for tes timony that :Billy Wilson (Dick 
Wilso n's so n) ,nd C hu ck Rithards (Wilson's 
broth er-in-lo w) h,d ,cm,lIy Jb;,e the firing on 
D eSe rsa. \,(/im e rs was le t o fr : with a two-year 
sente nce. ~ I 

Wilso n ,nd Richards the n stood trial, plead­
ing self-defense against the unarmed and out­
numbe red DeSersa. By some miracle , they were 
acquitted . 

DeSersa had been showing considerable devel­
opment as an AIM advocate, writing for a local 
newspaper in the reservation village of Man­
derson , South Dakota. H e also worked with the 
Wounded Knee Defense/Offe nse Committee. 
His e liminatio n rook care 0r~another thorn in 
the side of those who we re seeking to destroy 
th e Ame riGm Ind ian Moveme nt. 

Tht Case of Anna Mdt Aqlld.lh The body of 
Anna Mae Aquosh was fo und February 24, 
1976, near l-\ighw,y 73 in a dese rted are' o f 
Pine Ridge . FBI a~ent David Pri ce. who had 
an o fficial record o f misco ndu ct. was amOfl~ rhe 
first law en fo rcemen r personnel o n rhe scene. 

Price knew Aquash well , and Aquash had 
told several frie nd s that she fcared Pri ce because 
he had threate ned he r life . Price be lieved she 
was withholding information co nce rnin~ the 
whcreahmlls of l3utle r , Rohideau. and P('lric r, 
all of whom were wanted ;It Ihe timc ill (o n­
juncrion wilh the Oglab frre fi J! hr. N n nel il ('1es". 
Price profc"sed 10 he unahle I n iticnrih' rhe 
hm l)' . 

\VI. O . Brow n. n co ro lle r rel ained I'r rl1(' 
FBI. suh"eqll c m1 v dcr e rmined Ih:1I Ih e tJllidcll 
lified corpse hnt! dicd of "cxpo"urc ." Hr(lwll 
was the sa llw pe rso ll who ea rlie r dC!C rlllill t'ti 
that Kill s righl had died of a s ing le guns hm 
wound to the head , despite evidence 10 the 
contrary. An FBI favorite, he had also been 
brought in fro m Nebraska to perform the au ­
topsy on Bissonette. 

Aquash's body was interred in a common 
grave on the reservation, with its hands severed . 
These were sent to the FB I labo ratory in Wash­
ington, D .C ., for "positive ide ntificat ion ." On 
March 5, the bureau notified Aquash's family 
in Canada of her death "by natural CallseS." 

The family, immed iately skeptical, contacted 
AIM atto rne ys in South Dakota, requ est ing 
exhumation of the body for a second autopsy . 
Under pressure, the FBI reluctantl y fil ed fo r 
an exhumation. 

The Wou nded Knee Legal Defense/Offe nse 
Committee chose Garry Peterso n, resident pa­
thologist at St. Paul (Minnesota) H ospital, 10 

perform the second autopsy. An x·ray immedi­
ately revealed an ob ject in Aquash's left temple 
which was found 10 be a .32 or .38 caliber bullet. 
Peterson found Aquash 's death to have been 
caused by a handgun fired at point-hlank range 
into the base of her skull. 

No o ne has ever been charged in the Aquash 
murder. Age nt Price has neve r been depo sed 
on the m,tter. And the FBI has regularly put 
off questio ns o n its hand ling of the affair. 

Giveo the appearance of bureau acquies­
cence--<>r outright complicity-in the po litically 
motivated liquidatio n o f AIM members and 
supporte rs on and around Pine Ridge, a thor­
ough investigation is warranted. Until all FBI 
documents re lating to these and at least sixty· 
five other homicides occurring 0 0 the rescrva· 
tion be twee n 1972 and 1976 have bee n di­
vulged, no 'ense of truth can prevail. 

Bad Jacketing-
Charges and countercharge, of "being a cop" 

are inherent in any organization targeted for 
police infiltration and disruption . It is also 
known that the FBI, like other politically mati-
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AIM: A Vigorous Advotat~ 
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The American Indian Movement, 
known as AIM,. wa~ founded in Min­
nea,'olis in 1968 hy Dennis Banks 
and Cly(le nellecourr. Although ini­
tially a movement of urbanized, alien­
ated Plain~ I ndians angrily seeking 
to recover their rights and heritage, 
A I M has grown to national propor­
tions, attracting a wide variety of 
rural and urban Indians to its cause. 

Frnm the beginning, AIM has 
been a vigorous advoc~te of Ameri­
can I ndian rights, particularly in rela­
tion to treaty implementation and 
the exercise of native sovereignty 
over I ndian territories. 

AIM's perspectives often coincide 
with those of traditional" Indian 
elders. Nevertheless, there have occa­
sionally been tensions between AIM 
activi~ts and traditional leaders. 
These have been less over political 
perspectives that over style. 

At Icast at first, AIM lpeople were 
sometimes seen as newcomers to the 
cause, inept .in the native language 
and nnt sufficiently in tune with tradi­
tional spirituality. But over the years 
AIM has gained in maturity. And as 
it has gained in maturity, steadfastly 
hoMing to its vision through some 
severe assaults, it has also grown in 
resrect among native people. 

During th'e nineteen years·of its 
existence, AIM's involvement in the 
American Indian struggle has been 
wide ranging. 

In 1970, it participated in the occu­
pation of Alcatraz Island, attempting 
to assert treaty rights to unused fed­
eral land. On Thanks,giving Day 
)cFI, a~ a reminder of U.S. treat­
ment of native people ,it participated 
in the occupatinn of the replica of 
tht· Mayflower in Plymouth, Mas­
sachu~ett5. An(1 during Election 
Week 1972, it helped occupy the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs building in 
Washington, D.C., pleading for a 
chan,ge in federal treatment of Indian 
r(·orle. 

In 197.', asking the <Senate For­
eign R'clatinn~ Comrrtittee for a 
review inf U.S.-Indian treaty viola­

I; :, 
Sioux Indians by the U.S. Cavalry. 
In 1974, it organiz~d a~ indigenous, 
consultative, nongo~ernmental orga­
nization-the Intetnational Indian 
Treaty Council-to ~resent the 
Indian case in interhational human­
rights forums (the first ~uch organiza­
tion recoRnized by the United Na­
tions). 

During the mid-seventies, AIM 
fought repeatedly for its survival 
against often brutal assaults by the 
FBI (see accompanying article). In 
1980, it founded K'LI~FM, the first 
community-controlled Indian radio 
station on the Pine; Ridge Reserva­
tion (one of AIM's ttaditional centers 
of strength). t 

In 1981, it established the Thun­
der Yellow Camp i~ the Black Hills 
on behalf of Indian .Iand recovery. 
As a result of that encampment, a 
federal court ruled for;,he first time, 
late last year, that·: a ~ p,iece of land 
could,. in itself, be 'saq.ed to native 
people. •.. I,. 

Throughout thH period, AIM has 
also been active h,; securing native 
fishing rights in the P~dfic Nortli­
west, opposing forced Navajo-Hopi 
relocation, and supportinR native 
land claims in New ~ngland. 

AIM's reputatio·nj~ not silver­
plated. Like all or~nizations, it has 

had itt .hsire of unsavory members, 
incl",cUn'. those who have not been 
willinj to follow what some tradi­
tiont! tA~otis caU "the way of the 
pipe." 

But as the . accompanying article 
points out,. AIM's most violent 
ima,e$ .,~re ~and-created by the FBt 
in a delibentte effort to undermine 
its power. For years, AIM was the 
victim of systematic disinformation 
campaigns. television and newspa­
pers blindly spread lies about it, and 
when the truth came out, they 
seldom reponed it. 

If the FOrs aim was to put AIM 
in its grave, it failed. Though largely 
ignored by the media, AIM today 
has active chapters across the United 
States. the efforts of these chapters 
are coordinated by a twenty-member 
national governing council. 

Since 1979, AIM has had no na­
tional officers. As a long trail of 
blood has m~de evident, such offi­
cers are nothing but an easy target 
for anti-Indian forces. AIM, in 
upholding the dignity and sover­
eiptl of native people, has no desire 
for~d(litional bloodshed. It's not look­
ing for martyrs. It's looking for jus­
tice •. 

That justice, given the prevailing 
U.S. mind-set, remains depressingly 
slow in coming. -Marl! Olson 

AIM leaders Denn,j! Banks ,'eftl and Russell Means 'right, were frequent 
vfctlms of legal harassment. The FBI worked with South Dakota law­
enforcement agencfes to bring more than forty separate charges against 
Means from 1973 to 1977. all without convIdlon. this tied him up fn 
endless court battl., and high be"s. A slmlla, campaign agaInst Banks 
became so blatant that· CalifornIa Gov. Jerry Brown granted him politIcal 
asylum In that stale •. :'8 situation unique In American hIstory. Although 
Banks has retired ;'otn AIM activity. the bureau Is $1111 seekIng to brfng 
dubious weapons Cht~tges agaInst him stemmIng from 8 1975 Oregon 
Incident. ' . 

tinn~. AIM forcibly occupied the 
Smuh balcota hamlet (If WoumJed 
Knee. site of an I R90 ;massacre of I _________________________________ . ________ ~ ______________________________________ _J 
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An FBllnflllralori 
.and agent prov6ca­
ft!ur, Douglas 
Durham worked 
.hard to create an 
Imag .. of AIM as a 
mllllant. vlolence­
pron .. organIza­
tion. A non-Indian 
with hair grown 
long and dl .. d black. 
h .. was paid 
"SI.OOO a month. 
cash," 

Russell Means (far 
left I and Dennis 
Banks ,far rlghtl 
sll with lawyer Wil­
liam KunsUer 
during a break In 
the Wounded Knee 
leadership Trials 
In 1974. 
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~h 
vated agencies. sometimes fost~~s such suspi­
cions, particularly with rcgarcll'.to people they 
consider key activists. ~ : I, 

Known as had jacketing. tli i~ technique effec­
tively neutralizes the individuals targeted by 
radically undercuuing their Icredibility among 
their peers. Not only does it:isolate them from 
the leadership circle, but, in, cases of extreme 
pressure (such as that visited lupon A I M), it can 
also create the potential for "liquidation" by 
their own associates, 'Kring : in:,)wh:H is falsely . 
perceived as self-defense. Tho!';c committing the 
murder (:tn then be prosecuted-and elimi­

nated . (The FBI successfully 
used such methods against 
the Black Panthers in the late 
sixties.) 

How much the FBI used 
bad jacketing agaiost AIM is 
still uncle<lr. Whitt jj reason­
ably clear is that FBI infil­
trator Durharh deliberately 
aroused the stlspicion within 
AIM that AqJash was work­
ing for the bureau. He was 
assisted in ; this endeavor by 
agent Price (who found her 
body) and {snother infiltrator 
knqwn as John "Daryl Blue 
Legs" Stewart. 

The notion that . Aquash'! ba·d jacketing was 
sanctioned from high up .in : t.he FBI receives 
circumstantial corroboration · from an entirely 
atypical FBI deniitl that she ~~s an informant, 
published in .he March I " 197(\, edition of the 
Rapid City jOflrnal. This was before. second 
autopsy revea led the cause of her death-and 
before rumors of her he ing .a police agent had 
become widely known . 

Given the unresolve d identity of Aquash 's 
killer or killers, the al' paren t' dcath threat made 
to her by Price, and o ther factors. any congres­
sional investigation needs to clarify (he bureau's 
role in this. All FBI dOCl;mentation of the 
Aquash bad jacketing-and any similar AIM­
related activities in which tlie FBI may have 
engaged- should be opened io p~blic scrutiny. 

. J 

" 

Agents Provocateurs-
Although AIM was undoubtedly infiltrated 

by • number of other FBI employees. such as 
Virginia "Blue Dove" De Luse, the case of 
Douglass Durham causes the greatest concern. 

Durham was a non-Indian. His past included 
a stint in CIA paramilitary operations in Central 
America, being fired from the Des Moines 
police department, diagnosis as a violent schi­
zoid, and ties to organized crime in the Midwest 
By his own admission, he was retained by the 
bureau in 1973 (". thousand dollars per month, 
cash") to infiltrate AIM and underrakc a ran,ge 
of tasks. 

His accomplishments are impressive. He man­
aged to secure a position as personal bodyguard 
to AIM leader Dennis Banks and as AIM's 
narional security director, a position he created. 
In this capacity, Durham assumed a wide range 
of organizational responsibilities. 

Despite attempts of AIM members to dis~ 
courage him, he persistently advocated armed 
violence, including the release of several unau­
thorized memos and statements indicating AIM 
was preparing to engage in systematic violence. 

As a trained pilot, Durham is known to have 
flown a number of illegal "AIM missions" "fhis 
own design across the U.S.-Canadian border. 
He is widely suspected of engaging in smu,ggling 
activities, also of his own design . 

Durham testified at a pretrial murder hearing 
of California AIM member Paul "Skyhorse" 
Durant, misrepresenting himself as an "Iowa 
psychotherapist" and offering "evidence" of Sky­
horse's "mental instability ." He also claimed 
neither Skyhorse nor Skyhorse's codefendant 
Richard "Mohawk" Billings were really AIM 
members-and he managed . to prevent either 
man from receiving AIM's legal assistance for 
nearly twenty~four months. (They w~re later 
acquitted of murder charges stemming from the 
AIM Camp 13 incident.) 

Durham served as part of the defense team 
in the so-called Wounded Knee Leadership 
Trials of Russell Means and Dennis Banks in 
Cedar Rapids in 197~. The disclosure of this 
government agent within the defense team , 
among other factors, led trial judge Fred Nichol 
to dismiss all charges against the defendants, 
noting, "I am forced to conclude that the prose-
clition (and the FBI . ) acted in bad faith ." 

Durham proposed in 197-1 that AIM should 
kidnap South Dakota a.o:;sisltlnt proseculor to the 
<ltforncy gener,,1 William.J an k 10,," . A II huugh I h i .~ 

proposal wa.~ dcdincd, il i .~ indi cilt ivc or hi ~ foil' 
as I,,·nro(df l''''·, (t[[Crnr1ing In in r ill' \· ioh.' fH {' :lfld 

olhef illl',lwi a(f.~ . 

In apl'M<:fll (fI"l'<:r:n illll willI FI\I "1'("( i.1I 
;1.CCnt Ri t h:lrd (; . 'kid . I)lIrl1 :1111 \'''''111: 11 1 :\ 
YOlIllg I.akol :l WIlIl1:1I1 . .I :'"( ir.l F:lldc f) , ( r . Irll111 
Iowa in 1') /·11!) pani, ip:u t: ill ;111 AI,..I! 'IIlll':11.L:11 
(which D"ril:1m (· I1J.!in <:<: rt ·l l , II' Iji st n ·di, .Iall -
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As the special 
agent In charge of 
the Minneapolis 
offlce, Joseph Trlm­
bach swore that 
the FBI had no In­
flltrators In the de­
fense team at the 
Wounded Knee lea­
dership Trial. It 
was later learned 
that Doug Durham, 
head of security for 
the defense team. 
was an established 
FBI operative, re­
porting to the 
bureau's MInnea­
polis offlce. During 
the same trial, 
Trlmbach refused 
to allow lie detector 
tests to be given to 
witnesses ar­
ranged by the FBI 
to provide raise tes­
timony. 

klo\\,. Janklow had been charged in tribal court 
with raping Eagle Deer, then fifte en , on the 
Rmchud Reservation in 1967. When the rape 
issue. prcdinably enough, failed to bear fruit, 
Eagle Deer became Durham's "companion." 

Sho rrl y after the exposure of Durham's iden­
tity as all infiltrator. he disappeared. Eagle Deer 
in lOW . Her body was ctis~ovcrcd on a Nebraska 
hack road on April ~. 1976. 

The official rcpon lisb; Eagle Deer's cause 
of oeadl as "hit and run," IAlthough the injuries 
caused by the hit and ru~ we re too extensive 
to pcrmii a positive ident ification, informal cor­
oner's co'mmenrs suggesfl she could have been 
beaten p'rior to being ru'n .over. Durham was 
known to have beaten E.fg le Deer prior to his 
disclosure a.IIi an agent . N rl .subseque nt investiga­
tion has been made. 

The role of Durham-and p,mibly other FBI 
inflhnH()rlprnt'(1(tTteurJ-in the events which tran ­
spired on Pine Ridge from 1973 onward and 
in the crefltion of the climate in which they 
occurred remains a legi timate area of concern. 
With Durham im plica ted in at least two murders 
or I'ossihle murders, it is important that all 
information concerning his acr iviries be divulged 
by the FBI. Similarly. the p rese nce and preci,e 
function of othe r infilrrat o rlprot)O(d lellrJ 
employed hy the FBI again" AIM need, to be 
disclosed . 

Fabricated Evidence-
InJicat ion:'i that the FBI systematically en­

~aged in manufactu re o f evid ence to obtain 
criminal convicrions o f AIM members "by any 
means nccess;lfY" can o nly be described as vast. 
The f()lInwin~ examples merely illustrat e the 
,,·hole. 

Th, Mom Camp A//air FBI 
agents David Price and Ronald 
Williams met with former A 1M 

! me mbe r Louis Moves Camp ,. 
from August 5 thro ugh August 
10. 197~. at Elhworth Air Force 
Base near Rapid City . The 
agents were apparently coaching 

Moves Camp 'to per jure himself. " filling holes" 
in the government case against AIM leaders 
Means and: Banks. who were charged as part of 
the "Wounded Knee leadership Trial." 

U.S. prosecutor R. D. Hurd requeSted a 
polygraph, examination be administered to 
Move, C;:~tnp prior to his teStimony. Joseph 
Trimbach ~ the agent in charge of the FBI's 
Minneapolis o ffice, refu sed. It hirer turned out 
that events at Wounded Knee which Moves 
Camp testified to as an "eyewitness" occurred 
while Moves Camp himself was in Californi<l, 
not South Dakota. 

The evidence seems to indicate that the FBI 
was aware o f this before his testimo ny. Reports 
also ind icate, that, shortly before Moves Camp 
delivered his f<llse testimony, agent Price. 
through several ho urs of persuasion, undid a 
r<lpe charge lodged against Moves Camp in 
River Falls, Wisconsin. (Revelation of the FBI's 
role in the Moves Camp affair was the final 
blow which led Judge Nichol to di,mi" all 
charge, agains~ Means and Banks.) 

Th, Myrl/t Pon. Bfar A//air On February 
19. February 23. and February 30, 1976. Price 
and fellow agent William Wood wrote three 
separate and , contradictory affidavits for a 
woman nam ed Myrtle Poor Bear to sign in 
Rapid City. 

In the first two versions, Poor Bear claimed 
she was the "girl friend" of Peltier and that she 
had witnessed "Peltier and several others" plan­
ning to kill BlA police o r FBI agents in June 
1975. In the final affidavit. she also claimed to 
have been an ' eyewitness to the deaths of Wil­
liams and "Coler on June 26. 19n. during the 
infamous pglala fire fight. In the first two 
versions. she claimed not to have been present. 

Under pressure 
from the FBI, louis 
Moves Camp of­
tered false testi­
mony against 
Dennis Banks and 
Russell Means at 
the Wounded Knee 
leadership Trials. 
As a reward. the 
FBI helped him 
~scape a rape 
charge. 
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Leonard Peltier 
enters a car In Van­
couver. B.C.. before 
being extradleted 
to the United States 
on "evidence" the 
FBI later admitted 
was phony. The 
United States' most 
widely known polit­
Ical prisoner, he 's 
serving two life 
terms at the federal 
penitentiary at lea­
venworth. All ef, 
forts for a new l;rlal 
have been quashed. 
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In the final affidavit, she say~ she saw Peltier 
killing Williams and Coler. In : the first two 
affidavits, she says only that he confessed to her 
that he had killed them . . 

The third affidavit was ult imately submitted 
to the Canadi:m govcrn menf+with no mention 
of the first two-to obtain I~e extradition of 
Peltier who had gooe to C.n.da not believing 
he would get a fair trial. Latet, after Peltier had 
been forcibly returned [0 the 'lJnitcd States, 
Poor Bear recanted under oath ~~c information 
in all three affidavits. She contended that Price 

and Wood h~d coerced her signature. ho lding 
her incommunicado for several d~ys in motels 
in Go rd o n, Nebra ska, and Sturgis, South 
Dakota. In sworn testimony, she claimed that . 
they told her Ihat unlc<s she ligned, she would 
"cnd up like Anna Mae (Aq uJsh)." 

During Peltie r's trial , his at'turneys attempted 
to have Poor Dear's description of FBI coercion 
presented to the jury. Judge Denson refused, 
stating, "The court would have serio usly consid­
ered allowing her testimonY ' to go to the jury 
o n the grounds chat if believahlc by the jury, 
the facts ~ hc tes tified to were Isuch that chey 
would shock the conscience of the court and 
in the inlereSt~ of just ice they should be consid­
ered by the jury. However •. . . the court con­
cluded that the dange r of confusion of the 
issues, misleading the jury , and unfair prejudice 
outweighed the po~sihj lity that the witness was 
believable ... 

During appeal proceeding~ qcfore the U.S. 
Eighth Circuit Court, the government acknowl­
edged that the aff"lavirs were false but argued 
that the verdict shou ld nevertheless be upheld. 
Donald Ross, o ne of the judg~s he~ring the 
appeal, Ial er commented, "What happened hap­
pened in such a way that it gives some credence 
to the claim ofl he Indian people that the United 
States is wi ll ing tn resort to any: tactic in o rder 
to bring somebody hack to United States from 
Canada. And if they arc willing to do that, they 

must be willing to fabricate other evidence." 
(For additional legal background, see the article 
by William Kunstler elsewhere in this issue.) 

To date, fifty-one members of the C.nadia~ 
Parliament have asked for a new trial in the 
case of Peltier, largely due to the fraudulent 
extradition ptoceeding. Six of the petitioners 
heJd cabinet positions in the government when 
Peltier was extradited, including the then ",Iic­
itor general. 

Jim Fulton, a member o f Parliament and 
sponsor of a petition protesting the extradition 

said that it "constitutes treaty fraud 
between our nations and should 
we sleep on this case, we (an surely 
expecr a r e petition in the 
future .. .. As a f1<uion . we shou ld 
call for fh e re turn or Leonard Pd­
tier. He was fraudul cntl}· extra­
dited ." 

Tbe Mar,.i" Iha~1!. A/(r,j,· In 
April 1970. Bu tler and Rohide;m 
we re ;1wailing Irial fnr Ihe tlt·arh ... 
of \'Villi;trns alld Coin dllrin.c rllt' 
Oglala fire li,chl. Sl.'vl'f;ll h;l t b;lw 
hlades wt' rc fo und in Ihe 1;lr,ce 
(c llhlotk where Ihukr allt! Ro · 
hideau were hou sed . Shordy ,ht'rt' · 

. ;1f l c r , a.I!CIlI ."i Pri ce illld Frcd 
Coward huddl ed with ~fa n' ill 
Bragg , a lia s Ri c k)' \'t'ater~. tin 

. inmate in the same cellblock who 
was facing eighty years in prison for the rapes 
of "'! least ten elderly women. 

On the advice of his lawyer, Bragg "cooper­
ated" (his word) with the agents. This "coopera. 
tion" resulted in a statement naming Butler, 
Robideau, and three other AIM members as 
those who were plotting the escape auempt. 
Based on later court statements by Bragg. it 
seems likely that Price and Coward offered him 
a deal on pending rape charges in exchange for 
his statement. This would allow them to intro­
duce false but damaging testimony in the trials 
of the AIM members concerned. 

Premature disclosure of the situation fore­
stalled FBI attempts to introduce the statement 
at any of the trials. Recently released FBI doc­
uments show that the FBI knew that the state­
mentS were fal se from the beginning. 

Th, Mik, Andmon Affair Mike Anderson, 
a fifteen-year-old AIM member who had been 
present at the June 26 fire fight near Oglala, 
was arrested in Wichita, Kansas, on September 
10, 1975. Nine charges were leveled against 
him, including transporting firearms and explo· 
sives across state lines. 

Ande rson was visited in his cell by agents 
Gary Adams and Victor Harvey . Anderson 
asked to have an anorney present, bur none 
was called . Accof(Hng to Anderson, Ad ams then 
told him , "If you don ' t talk, I will beat you up 
in the cell." A similar incident occurred a ye~r 
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,lOti a half later when Anderson was picked up 
in Albuquerque on a probation violation charge. 
Adams, this time accompanied by agent James 
Doylc , again "interviewed" Anderson concern­
ing 'he fire f'ght. 

Anderson ulrim,1(cly offered extremely contra­
dicrory testimony . c1a\r"ing variously to have 
witnessed Of not to have witnessed most of the 
events of June 2(; from the roof of the Siers 
house in 111(.' .Jumping Dull compound. 

f lis tc!aimol1Y, fr:tught whh inconsistencies 
<lnd apparenrly coerced. was neverthe less quite 
damaging to Peltier's defense. Anderson's gar­
bled testimony was the primary means by which 
'he prosecu,ion "established" ,ha' Williams anJ 
Coler hfld followed a "red and white van" 
(known '0 be used by Pel,ier) into ,he Jumping 
Dull compound rather than the "orange pickup" 
reponed by (he agents themselves prior to their 
deaths. The jury, vigorously encoumged by the 
prmecU!ion, convicted him of killing the agents. 

The \1(/ichira charges against Anderson, which 
ca rried a pOlcnrial ninety·year combined sen· 
tence , along with a New Mexico burglary 
charge, were dropped upon his agreement to 

testify. H e died under suspicious circumstances 
on the Nava jo reservation nor long after the 
trial. No autopsy W<lS performed. No inves tiga­
tion was made into the cause o f death. 

Tbe N()rman Bmwn Affair Age nts Adam s 
and Harvey , who did the initial "interviewing" 
of Anderson, also paid a visit to AIM me mbe r 
Norman Drown, who was in C hinle, Arizona. 
On Se p.e mber 22, 1975, Adams told Ilrown, 
"If you don't talk to us, you migh[ never walk 
the ea rth again." Drown was rold that if he 
didn't supply th e information they wanted, he 
wouldn't sec his famil y again. 

According to Brown's o wn testim ony und e r 
oath, he hcc:l.Ine "except ionally frightened." On 
J;tnuary I .), 19 7<l. he testifIed before a fedcr;tl 
grand jury in Sioux r alls. Somh Dakota, impli· 
eating Pel tie r, Duller. :and Rohideau in the kill ­
inAs ,of \1(/illiams and Coler. 

During Pe ltier's trial in F!1rgo. despit e having 
hel' 1l J!u:1rantecd immunit y from prosecution, 
Brown repudiated hi ~ own , coerced {! r:1 l1d - jury 
f('QiIll II I1Y· 

Fl., "'¥I;.",,' Draj",·It(ja;,· A I M member Wil ­
ford "\'Vish" Draper, after heing arrested on 
Ja"uary 9, 19 7(" hy Fill agen, Charles Stapleton 
on alcohol and armed robbery charges, was tied 
tn a ch:1ir and "interviewed" for hours with 
regard 10 'he Oglala fire fight. 

Dr:1per eventu<tlly signed a statement pre· 
pared for him hy Stapleton and agent Doyle. 
Thc staleme nt implicated Peltier, Dutier, anti 
Rohidc"u in the deaths of Williams and Coler. 
Aftcr si,gning the statement. all charges against 
Dmper were dropped . Four days late r, Draper 
provided similar testimony to a grand jury in 
Sioux Falls. 

At Peltier's Fargo Iri,,1 in 1977 , Draper lesti -

M-10YCXjRt\rH FROM AKWESASM: NOTES 

tied that his g rand jury report was "false." Its 
con'en' , ' he said, had been "suggested" by ,he 
FilL 

Th, Agerr, Coward It//air During Peltie r's 
1977 trial , agen' Coward, who had helped ge' 
a false slareinent out of Marvin Bragg, testified 
.ha. he ' had personally seen Peltier running 
away from ,he bodies of Williams and Coler. 
He claimed ,his sigh'ing was made from a dis­
tance of approximately 800 meters (approxi­
mately half a mile) 'hrough a 7x riAe scope on 
a hot sumrrler day, following rain the previous 
night. ' 

Under s~ch conditions, a severe "mirage 
effect" normally hampers viewing. Coward none­
.heless claimed 10 have identified 'hrough a riAe 
scope an individual he had never seen before. 
running away from him at an oblique angle. 
Attempts by bo.h .he FBI and the defense '0 
reproduce such an identification under more 
favo rable conditio ns failed. It now seems likel}' 
that Cow~r~'s testimony was deliberate ly per­
Jurious. 

Th, Cau or ,h, MYJltriOll! Sh,1/ CaJing During 
.he Peltier trial, ballistics provided 'he single, 
solid piece of evidence introduced by the FBI 
in what was otherwise a close, circumstantial 
case. Both the prosecutor and the Eighth Circuit 
Court of Appeals agreed that ,his was 'he heart 
of the case. Yet here, too, there is now 5ub­
stantial evidence of FBI fabrication . 

Af,er 'he Oglala fire figh', coroner's reports 
showed that ~t least Qne of the two agents was 
killed by a small-caliber OO-.or less), high­
veloci ty rine fired at close range. During the 
trial, FQI firearms and tool-marks expert Evan 

Hodge ,estified ,ha, a .223 caliber cartridge 
casing recove red from the trunk of Coler's car, 
ncar where the bodies were found, bore ex­
tr"ctor markings consi5tent with it having been 
fired by an AR-15 riAe which 'he FBI claimed 
belonged; to Peltier. (The identificatio n o f the 
rine with Peltier was largely based on coerced 
~;(:tlements that the FBI had "suggested" to 

In 1973. an FBI 
agent takes aIm on 
Wounded Knee, SnI­
pers kllled two 
AIM members 
durIng the Inci­
dent. There were 
no federal casual­
ties, 
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Anderson and Drown.) 
Since the maximum dis· 

tance whi ch the AR · 15 
e jects it s ca rr ridges is 
about fifteen feet, this (" , j. 

denec WilS used to imply 
that Peltier had fired the 
carr ridge in close proxim­
ity ro the InGu;on of the 
<l,~e nl s ' bodies . 

The proble ms wilh rh e 
evid e nce arc m an y. fir st, 
rhl' A R- I 'j was re(overed 
from a ve hicl e wh ich ex ­
ploded <l nd hurlll'd Oil rhe 
\x/i<. hira, Kil n ... ;!s, turnpike 
at a rime when Pcil icr was 
know n (f) he el s(' whl'rl' . 
Seco nd , til<.' .22 \ lar 'ri d~(: 
c lsin,e: in qllc ~ai() n was fi ll! 
lisll'd among lilt' ill' lIl S 
fo und in rhe ol,JH.' IlI S· (a rs 
hy rhe inVl'Sl i.J,! 'Hors who 
examine d th e m imm edi ­

Ir~! I,. 
~ .. , ' 

ate ly afte r rhe fire figln . h w<'s supposed ly found 
later by a fingerprint expert, a rather rc m"rkablc 
oversig ht o n th e part o f the in itial jnvcsti~ators. 

Th ird, Hodge testified he mad e hi s associa· 
tion on the basis of cx tracto r marki n~s rather 
than a more de fini tive fi r ing -p in tes t. He 
claimed the AR · I 5 w", so damaged by the fire 
that the firing-p in test c(1uld . IlCH be performed. 
Fourth, H odge "dmiucd under oalh that he did 
nor perform the tcs t on the .223 ca rtridge until 
December 1975 or J anu",y 197(" after hun· 
idreds o f othe r ammunitio n componenrs from 
the Oglala :;hoo t o ut h<'C\ already hee n examined. 
Normally o ne wou ld expecr that evide nce most 
closely link ed to the scene of the crime would 
be examined first. raisi ng some ques tio n abour 
whe th e r the c<'sing in question was actually 
found in the trunk o f the car-or witS conven­
iently re loc"tcd t he re in an e ffo rr 10 frame 
Peltier. 

In 1980, severalthollsand pages of FOI doc· 
uments related 10 the fire fil\~t we re reie",ed 
to Pe ltie r' s attorneys unde r !fh c Freedom of 
Information Act . Amo ng the n) w,a.s :In October 
2, 1975, teletype from Hodge,:IO. \he Rapid City 
FDI o ffI ce, stali ng that firinp:-pin: tests bad been 
performed on the Wichita AR; ! 5 and that it 
could nOl be matched 10 any or'the bu llets and 
casings recovered from the i1 medi:lle vicinity 
of the agents' bodies . !: 

Pe ltie r's atcorneys asked fo r ~ new trial, based 
on this and othe r documents which contradicted 
FBI tesdmon y du ring the trial. During a hearing 
in October 1981, Hodge was caught lying about 
whosc handwriting appeared on a (fuci:l l ballis­
tics anal ys is. In a quick change of s.wry, the FBI 
asse rted that the handwriting in qu es tio n was 
that of a te mporary :lss i:; rant, the id e ntity of 
whom H odRC could not recall . Su:;picion re-

Richard G. Held, an 
archltoct 01 the 
FBI 's controvenlal 
COWTt:LPRO program. 
supervised many 01 
the bureau's Pine 
Ridge operations, 
Including Leonard 
Peltier's lalse extra­
diction Irom 
Canada. In 1977, at 
ag" 68, he was reo 
warded by being 
made second In 
command at FBI 
headquarters. 

mains that the ballistics evidence was t:lm pered 
wi th or deliberately fabri cated . 

Nevertheless, laS! September II. th e Eighth 
Ci rcuit Cou rt of Appeals denied Peltiers appeal 
for a new trial. Th e appeal h.d been mad e on 
the basis of the deliber.te withholding by the 
prosecution o f crucial exculpatory evidence . 

The cou ri ruled th.t while it is pOHibl, that 
the outcome of the tri.1 would have been differ· 
e nt if Pe ltie r's atto rn eys had had access [0 the 
October 2. 11')7'), teletype. the re wasn't a pmh­

·abililY that the jury's ve rd ict would h:lve hee n 
different. 

The hean of the judges' dec isio n appears to 

have been a desire to do norhing that might 
further damage the FDI's reputatio n. In their 
opinion, they state, "There are o nly two alterna­
tives . .. to the government 's contenrio n that 
the .223 casing was c jec ted inw the trunk of 
Colers car when the Wichita AR· 15 was fired 
at the age nts. One alternative is that the .223 
casing was planted in the trunk of Coler's GU 
e ither befo re its discovery by investigatin,g 
"ge nts o r by the agents who report ed its discov­
e ry . The ot he r alternative is th at a nonmatching 
Gtsing was ori~inal1y found in the trunk and 
se nt to the FOI laboralOry, only to be replaced 
by a matching casing when the impo rtance of a 
match with the Wichita AR- I ') became evidenL 
... We reco~nile that there is evidence in this 
record of imprope r conduct o n the part o f some 
FBI age nts. but we arc rclunant to impute e ve n 
further improprieties to them ." 

As the evidence reviewed he re indicates. 
the re is mo re than a " record of imprope r (on­
dun o n the part o f some FBI agcnrs." There is 
rather a pancrn of abuse which suggests a pro­
gram coordinat ed at high leve ls within the 
hureau . And it is not abuse in a vacuum . Its 
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('((('cts ar(' still being (e lt- by American Indians 
in R('ner;t/ and Pe ltier in parricular, 

Any remed }, for pa~t \Vron~s will require [he 
release o( all FBI docllmen[s related 10 [he 
bureau's in ves tigarions 'o( A I M- including those 
currently c la.~sifled "in the interests of national 
security ," Understandably, no one in the FI31 
will nrtie r the release of such documents , And 
it appear,,, 111 :11 no one in rhe executive or juciicifll 
hr:lIlchcs of government is going [Q do so either, 
Ap:ut (rom :1p,grcs,,, ive congressional action. any 
hope for a glimpse of trllth is all but nonexistent , 

The Held Connection-
W/e have saved for last one of the most 

shadow y- and disturbing- elements of FOI 
opcrations at Pine Rid~e: the direct parricipation 
of th e father -anti -son te flm of Richard G, and 
Richard W. I-leld. 

The fflther, Richard G, Held, entered hurefll1 
serv icc in 19!f I, appare ntly a~ a counterintel­
ligc ncc operative. a specialty hc emphasi7.cd 
rhrou ,g hOlH his le ngrhy career, He is not ed by 
au thor Pete r Mauhicssen as being "3 long-rime 
(OIN'1 EI,I'RO <; pcc i;-d isl." lI e is also known to have 
headed the hureau's iOl e rnal -sccurit y secti on. 
under whi c h I.OIN " EI.I ' RO wa~ implemented. 
durinJ! rhe pc riod of if~ IllflSI ~c ri(lll ." Iran ."J! rl'~ ­
"inn" { I ()(,X (0 I ()7 2). 

A" wa" !"('\' l'a ktl ill ( :h II n. h (O lll mi ri ce pror l'ed­
il1g~ ;11lt! ('I .<;cwhcre, Ihl' l' arrn;1rk~ o f th c."c C (lI N . 

11 1.1'1(11 111'l'r ;1Ii( III S wcrl' rhl' wi. lcs l'rcad (I" l' (I f 
il\ ' illr : lIlJr ~ ;I ud "J!.l"1lil 1"·fll·flftl/t'III"I. "had j;1 l k­
t· rill.C·· f1 r "~ Ilir t h j:1( k ~' l i ll ,g" of pfllirica l figure .... 
~ I'lt ril lil " :lrrcQ ", alld rnali l ions pr() "l'n lli(lll ~ . 

Otil(: r Ie< hlliqucs illdud cd fahricaring l'vidcllll', 
fn.qc rin,l! vio le nt cflnnio .<; helween clemcnl ~ of 
targcted communilie~, and the dis~emination 

of s}' ."i lematic tiisinfnrmarion. In some in~lances. 
COINTrI.PRO during the Held period also arranged 
for th e outright ph}' ~ i c al liquidatio n of th o~e i( 
wan tcd 10 dj~pose of. \'(/e sec eviden ce . of 
( our"c, of all o( Ih cse rnethod~ in FRI :l c tinn ~ 
;l '! ;lil1 ~1 AIM . 

Ahhol1,ch it may he that Richard G . Held 
WilS not directly involved in ,he assa .,,~inatiom 

or Illinoi s Black Panther Party leaders Mark 
Clark ,lilt! Freet Hampton. rhe FOl's anti -Panther 
C<lInpai,Rn in the C hicflgo area was clearly a prim e 
example of COINTEI.I'RO at work, As is now 
known. hureau infIltrator \Xlilliam O'Neal ~et 

lip Ilampton and C lark for execution by Chi­
ca.'!!) state 's arrnrnc ), police, an act which Marlin 
John~on, then head of the Fill's Chicago office, 
tcHlsidered "so valuahle" rhat on Decembe r 10, 
IC){IC), he ."enl a memo tn FOI headquarre rs, 
II .~king thllt O'Neal be paid ~ monetary bonu~ . 

The local FBI office had also instigat ed ho~ti ­
lilic ~ hetwcen the P<lnrh e rs and a violen ce-prone 
ri wli ,group, the Black P. SlOne Nation . O'Neal 
se rved as Fred l-I~mplfln' s bodyguard . In thi~ 

capllcilY, he wa~ able \0 had jacket seve rfll ho na 
fid e Panthe r~ whom the hureau had rURc ted 

M·I T RArH BY JUAN MM:Z 

(or polit ical ne utralization. The FBI also deliber­
<He ll' released r(1.lse information on rhe parry to 

the media. 'c msed the repeated arrcsr of parry 
me mhe rs , :tile.! arr<lnged for an earlier, dubious 
convioion o f Hampton on pelly charges. 

A dcuilcd hrief subm illed by (he People's 
L,W Orfice 10 Ihe U.S. Sevenlh Cou," or Ap­
peals makes clear Ihal Richard G . I-leld. Ihen a 
special ~gent in charge of the Chica1!o offICe, 
co()rdin ~ted the FI3l's cover up of its role in the 
HamptJ n-Clark murders, thereby obstructing 
justice. The court eventually ruled in favor of 
rhe pJainli((~, grllnring the Hampton and C lark 
famili es $1 million in dama.ges. By then Held 
had already been rewarded for services ren­
de red. Nor only was he allowed to remain on 
th e joh lo ng after the norm~1 retirement age, 
hut he wa~ appointeci to the number-two ~IOI 
in the bureau. 

By 1973. Richard G. Held had beg un aClin~ 
a~ a consultant 10 rhe FBI's Pine Ridge opera­
tion , And if a me mo se nt by him 10 FIJI head­
quarters o n Ooober 16. 1975, me<ln~ what it 

I, 

appears 10 . mean, he as~umed on-~ire comm:lnd 
or the oper:tlion on J line 27, 1975 , 

The rull ro le or Richard G. Held in Ih e 
." ituation at Pine Ridge c ric~ for congrc~s;onal 
inves ti~ati~m. The bureau's activit;e~ on flnd 
around the rese rva tion during the crirical period 
bear all the c har;lc ( e ri~(i c.o; of a Helds tyle COIN . 

THI' RQ operation . And the Fill's handling o( 
infnrmfllion rel;ned tn rhe matter h:t~ co n~i~ ­
tently rese mbled dUH ev ide nced during the C hi ­
cago P<lnthcr murd e r investigation, What parr 
did this discretlireti me mbe r o( the FI31 hi e rar ­
chy play- and why) 

In kee ping with family tradition , Richard \VI. 
Held , the son, also (unctioned as an FBI COIN , 

TF.1.PRO speciali~r, :t lbeil at fl much lower level. 
He was more o r a ~tree l - oricntcd operative th;lll 

Richard W. Held. 
who had used dls­
Information. vio­
lent Inflltrators. 
and fals~ arrests In 
an FBI campaign 
against the los An­
gele!5 Black Pan­
thers, worked with 
hl!5 father on the 
FBI', Pine Ridge 
operatiOn!!:. He wa!5 
later !5ent to San 
Juan to put down 
the Puerto Rican 
Independence 
Movement. 
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AIM medic Rocky 
Madrid recovers 
from wounds In­
flicted by a federal 
sniper at Wounded 
Knee. Although 
Madrid survived 
this wound. he 
later committed sui­
cide In a matter 
which may be 
linked, II la the 
Jean Seberg case, 
to ongoing FBI 
harassment. 
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his administrator father. 
The younger Held spent sever,,1 years with 

the FOl's Los Angeles office, engaged in anti­
Black Panther work [here. As (he local COIN­

TEI.PRO coordinator, he direcrcd act ivities which 
led to the cxaccrbarion of tensions bClwccn the 
Dlack Panthers and Ron Karc nga 's United 
Slaves Organization (US). This heightened [cn ­
sion resulted in, among mher things, the shoO(­
ing dea.hs of Olack Panther leaders Jon Huggins 
and Alprcnti cc "Dunchy" C urcr' hy US mem­
hers in January 19()9. 

Richard \Y.!, Held "ppCilrs to hilVC been espe­
cially adept ,H the handling of in(lltr;-ttors and 
d1!,l'fI /J flrnt 'fI(a/mr.!, such as Julio Burler. and the 
<Ievclopment of "ev id ence" le:tding to tile trittl 
or repe:Hed arrest of Dlllck Palllher leaders. 
An example of this is rhe case of Elmer "Geron­
imo" Pratl. who is presenrly serving :l life sen­
tence in S:ln Quentin Ilfter 11 trilll fraught with 
government misconduct. In qfact . the govern­
ment's cond uct prompted Amnesty Interna­
tional (0 view Pratt's cttse in the same cafe,l!ory 
as the political incarceration of Pehier. 

Predictably, the focused efforts of Richard 
\VI. Held 1111<1 his colleagues who worked fo r the 
Los Angeles office of the FDI led 10 the decima­
tion and subsequent coHllpse of (hilt city 's Dlack 
Panther Party. This success was coupled with 
the longer-term elimination of ohjenion<1.ble 
individuals in th e los An,lteles Mea, such as 
actress Je;to Seberg, whose primuy offense 
seems to httve heen that she W;tS a Alack Panther 
supporter. 

In ;t swo rn deposition. form e r FDI :tgcnr 
Wesley Swearill,(!en h<ls statcd thllt Rich.ud W. 
Held personally constructed a leHer which was 
Icaked (0 the media. indicating til:u S('ber,g was 
pregnttnr by a Pllnlhcr r<lther than by her hus­
band . It was known at the time th!1t Seber,g W;tS 
undergoing both psychiatric lrc;ttment and mar­
riilge diffi culties. The resu lt of rhis malirious 
disinformation was that Seber,:; :miscarried her 
ferus, withdrew into a deep dcpression. and 
eventually committ ed suicide . 

Two days after his father took over on ·sitc 
command of the FBI's Pine Ridge operations. 
Richard W. H eld arrived o n the scene. Accord ­
ing to an FDI memorandum dated July 26. 1975, 
he was immedi<1 tely assigned to head up "three 
important phases" of the operat ion . These were 
"the coordination of hurellu-wide informants," 
"the establi,hment of a conf.deotial fund" (for 
an unstated purpose. but probahly for th e p<1~' ­
ment of inrorm ers. infiltrators. GOONs. and 
the like), and " the coo rdimuion of all intelli · 
gence inform:ttioll as it rebt(,s 10 the Americall 
Indittn Movement. " 

The memo goe~ Oil 10 state. "Supervisor 
Held'~ presence was specifically n (,c(,~S :Hy 
during the initial sta,l!es of this ilwestigfltion and 
his background in the inl('lIigenre <lnd info rrnllnt 
fi e lds proved most heneflcial. He handled :111 
his assignme nt s in ;tn 01ltst;tnding manner." 

Richard W. H e ld ', "background" and .he 
nature of the eve nl S that were actually occu rring 
on and around Pine Rid,ge durin,g his hllodling 
of "all his rU;!ii~ nmen t s in an out.'itrmtl in,e 
manner" arc ge nerllily evident. Given thllt h:lck· 
ground, those ('vents. 1l0l1 the uncanny resem· 
blance of thc event s III Pine Rid,ge 10 Ilctivilics 
surrounding the FDl's ope rations rq~llrdin,g the 
Black Panthe r PUty in Los Angcle~. a rhorllu,I!h 
investigation of Held's role in the situation is 
imperative. 

Such an investigation is ;til the more impor­
tant because, unlike hi, fa. her, Richard \VI. Held 
is still an active FBI employee. In fact, he was 
the special agent in charge of the FBI office in 
San Juan. Puerto Rico, in AU,lH1st 19R5. when 
the FBI appellrs to have led a massive COIN 

THPRO-type operlltiol1 :1g:1insl the Puerto Rie m 
independence movement. He was recentlr r(':1S· 
signed to San Francisco. 

Conclusion-
"From 197 .' 10 197(" unde r both Nixon <lnd 

Ford. the FIJI :1 nd loca l police ;:tgencies in several 
states moved rllpidly In prevent dissent hy 
systemarically dismembering AIM." writes J<lck 
Forbes in his hook. Ntlfi, ·e Ameri(aN.! dud NixnfJ . 
"In conjunction with Ihe <tctinns or RIA police 
and GOONs. this pro,:;rllrll resu lt ed ill the 
dellths of s('vcrll l hundred n:lf i,·C' pno;;oll<; :l ilt! 

the in(an('r:lliflll o;; Ilf dI17( · fl <; IlInrt '· 

Il flWC\'l' r you look :11 il. ,h ert: \\";!c; ;1 " Y<;ll·1\I 

<tlic palt er n of ill l'j!" liry and :1htl~l' of :lulhority 
Iw the r:BI :1,1!:lil1<;f A I r..f timing ,h (' mid · c;l" ·t'n· 
ti cs. And in I h (' CIlSt' of Peilicr, dllll Ilhusc 
continues . (~iv (' n ,he ."cope :11lt! 1l1:1.l.!lIiro, 1(, or 

these o(fl'n~l'<;, it SCI 'Ill ." If) n" ill l uml'f"nr 111'1111 

the Con}!rcs" of Ih t' Unil t'd S';1I{·" If) ("11\"("/1{· 

or <1.rr:1ll,cc ,I fflrll1:11 iIlV<:<;tip;Hillll flf "1(" (" II/in ' 

l11;lrfer 10 cl c l Crmill(' III(" I'n 't iq' ,1t' l'dl ;111./ i,,,,·,,, 
flr Ih(' FHI" .. ('lfIlP e; 

i\c; l' n , /{·c;"I' 1" Hf) x: ulIlI" 1)1111 1' .11 (}ni .. h .IO;; " J, 

<;("rv(·,!. " DUling !lit" N ixoll t·' :' .111,1 , l l ln!!.t: j, ,, 
:1tijul1{1 Fllr, 1 ;11 1 1111 11 i <; 1 r;1I il1l1. 11IIl1drcll .. "I I,bl k 

M IOTOGJl..-\PH FROM AkWfSAy...{ NOTES 
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orgl1nizcrs were murdered, destabilized, or 
imprisoned . Nearly every case is now traceable 
to governmenr intclli,gcncc sources and outright 
;lssassi n;lI illflS and (r:llne-ups . 'COINTHI'R( ...-Ncw 
1..('1'1.' lilt, ,l!f)vcrnmCIJI program dcsignetl to cit,· 
",al1ili / (' ant! d<:slroy Ihe s tlldent 1110 \'CI11 <: III , 

W;l'\ (' ~ l;lh l j s ll(.' tI ill I ()(.H ane! W:IS Wi Ct! wil h vigor 

hy 1111: Ni xon adl11illi ~ lrari()n . The all;l r k Oil 
Ind iall d<' IIHIII.oqr:llors :lIld particularly Oil "Ill t' rt ­
( :111 II1 .1i ;111 l\f fl Vl' 11 1l' 1l I :ltl ivi s lS W;1S hnllal ;1I1d 

g ri sh ', wilh :1 rar ,L!rt' ;II t: r ratin of dead,s and 
j rnl'ri <;~ IIIIll(,lH s 111:111 ;1I' ~' 11,11 <." movem ellt ," 

111 I') ' (" IIw ( .lIu I"I 1I (1 IIIlIllirr('t" {olld l 'l1l1H'tI 

. t IlN III I'It·' ; '\. ;1 "" IJ ,hiqi ';Hl'd . vi.ci l:1I1I1' "1 'l' r:' , 
liol1 :' K. t· ll y. \\'hll w as 'ht' li FBI dirc! IlIr , ~aid 

II(> W, I" "tru ll' ,~orr )''' fo r ~ 1I<.h l' Xn'S~(: ~ , Il l' told 
dll.' n :uill ll dial Ihl' hUrl' ;1U had cl' ;1 sl'd Sill h 

;l l li \'i ! il' ,~. ;lnd hl' ill t lud e.! the ;1SSUfallu,.' Ihat Ih(: 

FlU \\'ould Il l' Vn t llg<l,L:l' i n ,~lI c h ;tuivili l's again , 
11 11\\'1.' \'1: 1, ( : I :Ir<.' IH l ' Kl' lIy h;HI t l 'Slili c d tarlin 

hcl'Jl t' d \{, ( :htlrdl ( 1lllll1lille e Oil N 0 \' (.' 111 hl' r 
I X, I 'J ' i , !h,tllh l.' I n ll'l ',ltl kh ,hal it S {tll N IH l'l\t l 

opera ! io n had "h L' lp( ,d ill hringing ahmu a fa\,or ­
ahle l hangc.:" in Am<..' ri c :II1 s()cict), and is an 
illlcgrai Piut o f the FBI's duty . As o ne form e r 
FBI agem put it , "COINTHPRO was neve r discon­
tinued . They simply changed its name." Events 
occurring on and around Pine Ridge from 1972 
Ihrough 1976 bear this out. 

In the words of an offtcial FBI paper entitled 
"Predication for Investigarion of Members and 
Supporters of AIM," prepared and updated 
prior to June 197(" "Many Americans tend to 
overlook the faCl that the United . States has 
constitutionally guaranteed righcs wh iCh are just 
as inviolate as those of the individual. To accept 
it( face value an AIM argument that it is being 
SCI upon by the Central Intelligence Agency, 
FBI, and BIA as P;1rt of a governme~t conspir­
acy to destroy the movement and, as a result, 
back off would result in the eventual abdicatio n 
of this governm e nt's responsibility. 

"The government's tight to continue full invcs­
tig;uion of AIM and (ert"in affiliated organiz,,­
dons may create rele~ant dange r to a few cit­
izens' privacy and free expression, but this 
danger must be weighed against society 's right 
to protect itse lf against current dom e stic 
th reats." 

No society which professes to be free, open, 
and comm itted to democratic ideals can afford 
to allow its police agencies and their designated 
agents anything approaching such a degree of 
unchallenged cynicism · and duplicity as seems 
to have he ld sway in federal activities surround­
ing Pine Ridge and AIM. Nor can such a society 
allow its law-enforcement operatives such a 
range of latitude in operatio nal discretion. T his 
is all the mOre true in an era in which, once 
again, we hear the themes of national u(lIrity, 
inJernttl Jtrtlrity, (OflnJerltrroriJm, and domntir 
inlelligena infesting ou r national political dis ­
course, 

Pf-fQT03R/1PH BY RARI-IOK\1JATS 

A mft ~f recent legislation and court rulings 
h;1ve ren~ered agencies such as the FBI much 
less l)Qurid by conventio nal checks and balances 

,f,han ,ever before, In such a context, the classic 
words 0(. pastor Martin Niemoller ring with 
frightqningurgencY:"'n Nazi Germany, ... first 
they put . !hc Communists and Jehovah's Wit­
nesses in conce ntration camps, but I was not a 
Communist I" J e hovah's Witness; so I did noth­
in~ , Then t1h'cy came for the Social Democrats, 
bm I Wtl ,c; ! riot a Social Democrat; so I did 
norhing, , , . ,Then they arrested the trade union­
ists, hu,'t I did nothing because I was not o ne. 
Then they ~rrested the Jews, and again I did 
nothin~ becau,e I was not Jewish. Then they 
came fo r the Catholics, but I was not a Catholic; 
so I did nl' lhing again .. .. At last they came 
and arrest ~ d me, but by then it was too 
l;1te ' ,t," I 1 

It is o ri lM py turning our eyes to the truth and 
by exp6';i~g 10 the light that which has been 
done in "darkness that we have any hope of 
prevcnti~g a co ntemporary revitalization of COIN. 

TEI.PRO ~ctics, with an accompanying further 
erosion . '~f those always precarious rights and 
libert ies ~n ""hich the United States prides itself. 
It is no bnl? in memory of those murdered and 
terroriz~~ , ~ha[ we ask fo r a wide·ranging, no­
holds -b.arr~H congressional investigation of the 
FBI's "sJclgt' war on AIM's political principles. 
Nor is ' it b hly on behalf of those who remain 
fal,ely i';"p~isoned . Rather, we ask for the light 
of truth on behalf of all those who have so far 
been spJred the direct consequences of CDTN" 

TF.LPRO a tions, for it is only in understanding 
how an~ ~hi1( htlppened on Pine Ridge that 
we can begin to apprehend the means to prevent 
it from htlppening again-to anyone. PJ 

John Trudd .. 11 was 
AIM-s last natIonal 
chalrp .. rson. HI! 
wit .. , thr .... chll-
dr .. n, and moth.r­
In-law w .. r .. lnexpll­
cably burned to 
d .. ath In thei r ,Ie.p 
February t 2, t 979. 
Just a tew hours 
after Truddell had 
given a vigorously 
anti -FBI speech. 
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0
" .lIII1 C 2(" I'n) , fill spe c i.1 
<tge nt ~ ' J:tck R. Coicr ;t ile! Ronald 
A. \Xlilli:1Ill .c; were killed during ;t 

shool -oll! wirh memhe rs of ,he 
_ ___ __ Amcri c;lfl Indian Mov e ment 
(AIM) Oil Smu h Dakota' , .. Pill(' Ridge Indian 
Rese rvation . AI the S;lIlH' rilll t' • .Jose ph SHlllfZ. 
:1 young All1 c rir ;t 1l l.,d; ;1I1, \\';15; ill s!) killed . Suhs{.'+ 
qU t' lld y. Ill(' rOllr oldes t Ilidian 111;'1\(' 5 d1()lI,L!ill 

Ity 111(' hllrC:lll to h:t vc iW(,1l pf CS (' 1l1 a l rh e , 
."("(' IH.:-- Rohcrr E. Rllhid(';1\1 . D:Hcll c Dc tlll 
nuder. J;1Il1 CS T . Fa/d c. ;llltl i..t' ol1 ;ud Pclric r­
were indi<.l cd j()illrl ~1 (nr ril(' lTlu nk rs or the 
ngc nrs . No Oil!' W;1S ('vc r {h:lr.I~('d with Stunt7:S 

death. 
In July I ()7o . Rohid('au ;lntl I\ude r, picading 

s('I(-ddc llsc, were arqllirr c'd h}' ;1 jury ;drcr ;1 

ICIl/!fhy tria l in Cedar Rapids. Iowa (w hcre rh eir 
( asc, ;1 '<; well :1 5 th ;1I or P{' lrit'r , kld h('(' n tr :Hl ~ ­

fe rred hecause of 1001 anr dndi an pre judice in 
So uth Dakota). The JlI ,<;lice DeparrnH' llt thell 
dec id ed (() dismiss rhe charges againsl ra,f,d e , ,h(' 
}'Clllngc,<;t of fh e four, co rH. ('cling Ih :lI he lwei 11C1I 

hee n prese nt al rhe Sh ClOl -fllIl. Thei r (' xp r('~ ,<; 

1l1Ofi\'e was rhar now "II", filII prose( uri ve we igh! 
of ,he fed e ral gove rnrll c l11 could I'{' directed 

againsl Leonard Pc hi er ," 
Pe ltie r h;1d fl ed to C:1nada ftllinwing hi s indiCl ­

l1l (' nt. H e \\';1S <;oon (' x!r :1 tiilt 'd, rhough, Oil Ihe 

ha.<; i ... of rhre(' :lf1id 'H'il.<; ohrairwel hy !h e FIH 
frorn onc Myn1c Poor H('ar, w ho ,<;\Von: If) 

secing him shopt !I 1(: ;',l!l' rll S, Th e government 
lafer admiff ed puhli l ly 111:11 :111 nl" Ihe<;e dnlH ­
me nls we re fal s( '~a ( (Ill( (, ,,0;; ion Ih :u I(,d o n e 

fede ral ;11'111' 11 ;11( ' cour! 1o ( 1, :lr;\( rni7,(, dlt'ir lI ~(' 

a ,o;; " ;1 r1el\r ahllw of tlH' in v(' <;fig;lIi vt' "fI)( l' ,<;<; 
h y Ihc FBI. " (A hill was eV(,11 inlrnt!'lu ,d in rI, e 

C:lIladian parli :lIIwnl If) re fllrn I'e hi er II) Ih :lI 

( ou llIry.) 
On April I R, I t) ?? , Peltier \\';1 .<; CO ll vi( I( ,d hy 

a jury in Fargo, Nnrrh Dakota, wherc hi ~ (a,o;;l' 

had heell lI1y ,o;;lcrioll .o;;\y s hifl ed~Il1\1 (' h III III{' 

surprise of Iht' C('c!ar R:lpit! s i,ltlg(' . Pcl!it ' r \\'a<; 
('ve rllu:1l1 y SC I1{clH {'d 1o IWI) (tJl l ~<.'t I1{; \,(, I('nn o;; 

of life impri sfl lllllc lI l. 

Upon appl';ll, Pe ltier's « lI1 viu if)I1,'i wcre af­
(mne d, The rev i('wing (Ollr! :1 dlllill e t\ Iha t " tlw 
cv itl e nrc ag:1iml Ihirnl \\':1 .0;; primaril y l ifltlll1 -

~la llli ;,d , " Il o \\ '('v(' r , f il (' "uili<:d ('vid( ' rH{," \\ ' :1~ 

th e tcs rimo n), of Eva n" IllIlig( ', a \'(fa ,~ hillgt( "I . 

hased FIJI fi rcarrn s -iti t' l1!i f ir alinfl SP( '( j :l li ~1. 

Agc nI Ilodgc lold lile iur y lil;)1 a ,22 ' r alilwr 

'" Inf C)(;IlAr'I' AY MI( I 1ft DURO IS 
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The Ordeal of Leonard Peltier 

A Summary of the Legal Background 

shell ra!'ing f~>und in the open trunk of Coler's 
cu, just a few feet from his hody. was extracted 
from an AR-I ~ ri"(~ attrihutable to Peltier. 'Ie 
adrnirrt'd. thou,gh. that he (ould reach no condu­
sion a~ to whether the ,gun had actually fired 
ftl(' h"lIet from that rasin.g, hecause of damage 
10 ir" 'irinA pin and hreeth face surfaces. (The 
I'MhnIOJ!ist!' who had (onducred the autopsies 
had ~ai(1 that the viuims were killed hy a high 
\'doriry, srnall·calilwr w('apon, such as an AR­
I'), fired at dose and point-hlank range.) 
Ilo"w"s festimony, ('xtremely damaging rn PeI­
riN, wa~ rhararreriz('cI h~' th(' prosl'curor as "thc 
most iml,ortant pic'( (' of (·\·j"('ncc in this (ase." 

Y(,ars after rht' trial. Peltier obtained, 
r h rotlJ!h rl1(' Freedom of I nformation Act 
(rOI A), se\'cral doc lII11ents relating to the FBI's 
hallis,i(" ('xaminarion. On(, was an (krohl'r 2, 
1') 71, rd('tYI'l' from 11()(I~e to the resident agent 
at Rapid City, South Dakota (the field office 
in (harge of overall investigation). It reported 
rhilt ha"cd on a fornparisnn between all .22.' 
rasin.g" found at thl' shoot-out scene (referred 
ro in FlHc'''c a~ RESM( IRS) and Peltier's AR.-I), 
rhe W(';'pon in q1l(,,,tion (on rained "a different 
firin~ pin than that in [the] rifle n~ed at frhc) 
R ESM (JRS ~ren('." On thl' strength of thi!' 
fel'orr, an appellate (ourt orderec.l judge Paul 
Ik""on, who hacl presided at the Far~o trial. 
to fonclu(f an appropriate cvidemiary hearing 
a~ to "tlw me;min~ of the Octoher 2, 197), 
(('I('trl'(' and its rd:uion to the hallistics evidence 
introdu(ecl at Peltier's trial." (I ncidemally, in 
I (JR I. an apl,(,lIate nHlrt held that Bcn~()n had 
il11l,roP('rly rai~ed the stereotype of a "drunken 
Indian" in hi~ (har~e to the jury in a nt~e 
in\'ol"in~ an American Indian defendant.) 

The hearing took plan- in Bismark, North 
D;,kota, on Octoher 1-.'. 19R4. HndAe, who 
"':1S til(' only witne~~ Ilroduced by the govern­
m('I1f, t('stifil-d that. hy the time of the Octoher 
.' td('rn'l', he h:tel only heen able to cxamine 
«'\'('n of th(' 1.'6 or so .22.' RESMURS ca~jngs 
<,,"miffed fn him for comparison. In fact, he 

hadn't ~()tten around tn looking at the crucial 
(asing, re~eivec.l by him on july 24, 197), until 
late that Decemher or early january of 1976-­
more th~n a half-year after the Pine Ridge 
nmfrnnration and some three month5 following 
his r('ccil~t of the AR-15. However, he freely 
adminecl that he was constantly heing impor­
tuned hy Rajlid City to test every .223 casing 
forwanlcd to him against any AR-I) as~()ciated 
with the June 2(, incident. Any sllch ca~ings 
found near thc hodies of the agent~ were to he 
examined on a I,riority basis, given the patholo­
gi~ts' 0l,inion that Coler and William~ had heen 
shot at do~(' ran~e. Hi~ failure tn (10 so 
promrtiy. he exrlained. wa~ due tn a numher 
of factors-the large volume of work associated 
with thl' RESMURS inve~tigati()n, his neCl'ssary 
ah~cn(es from \Va!'hingron in connection with 
other FAI h\l~ines~, and the fact that only he 
and one as~istant were available for firearms 
iclrntificatlon purroses. 

While' 'od~e wa~ nn the stand. Peltier'~ 
attorneys: were given an opportunity, for the 
first timet tn look at the handwritten notcs of 
hi~ R ESMURS work. They noticed that his key 
report-the one !'tating that the extractor mark~ 
on the key s'hell c:tsing matched Peltier's A R­
I )-fonraine'd handwriting that seemed differ­
ent from that of either HodAe or his assistant. 
.Just before the hearing's end, Hod~e was :t~ked 
whether a third person had worked on the 
RESMlJRS hallistics. He replied that nnne had. 
'Il' also cnntendetl that the handwritinA on the 
report was indeed his assistant's. 

The defense then asked Judge Benson for 
pcrmissi(;" to have all of Hodge's notes exam­
ined by ~ handwriting expert. After listening 
to strenuous objections by government counsel. 
who claimed that this request was a complete 
wa~re of time and money, the court rcluftantly 
granted Peltier's morion. The original notes 
were to he examined by an expert selected by 
the defendant's attorneys at thc FBI laboratory 
in Washington, D.C., in the presence of a repre­
scntative of the government. The results, if 
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• 
po!;itive, would he made rart of the hearin~ 
record. 

An hour after the hearin~ wa!;. c1o!;e(l. all 
nmnscl were suddenly asked tf~ rc.~urn to the 
courtroom. The government. dail11ing it had 
"stubhed its toe," recalled Hodge. After Icaving 
the stand. he said, he had shown the report in 
question to his :lssisf:lllf. who informed 'lodge 
that the handwriting was not his. I ~o(lge admit­
H'd not knowin~ the idrntity of the rer!;on who 
hatl written the "on"l1ent. It wa~ later reveale,1 
thar a lahorarory trainee namea William AI­
hrl'cht ha" written the key rl'l~ort ahout the 
matching of the nurial .22' casing and the 
A R-I ') attrihuted to Peltier, and that !;everal 
other unidentified trainee!; hael as!;i!;tecl Hodge. 

From the moment Ilod!!e testified, Peltier 
has strenuously contended that the hallistics 

"The government apparently intends to 
keep Peltier in prison until he can be 
quietly hauled to his grave." 

evidence a~ain!;t him was fahriiated to in!;ure a 
conviction. He hatf reason to he susricious of 
I lo(f~e's damnin~ resritnnnl': Myrtle Poor ncar's 
extradition affidavits had hrcn' falsified. The 
nine-month federal rros('curion in 1971j of 
Dennis Banks and Russell Means. coleaders of 
the A I M oCfllpation of Wounded Knee. had 
('('en (Iismissed hecaus(' of massive Fill mi!;con· 
dun. Now. 'lodge's I:thorarory n'Imrt of 0('· 
wher ., I, Ie)]). statt'd that "none of the ammo 
components at RESMt rRS" ('fHlld hJ associated 
with Peltier's weapon. . 

The intensity of the FBI's determination to 

hold someone accountahle for fhe loss of its 
two agents was ('vident in the a~ency's ag(Hlized 
fru!;tration after the acquittals e)f Burler and 
Rohideau. On .July 19, 197(" t~ree days after 
th(' end of their trial, then-director Clarence 
M. Kelley railed Rapid City ami. ref1uested the 
field officer's analysi!\ "as to possible reasons 
why the jury found defendants not guilty." The 
reply hroadly hinted that the Iowa. trial judge 
h:t(I, in a flumll('r or his ~iAnifinmt nilin~~, hern 
overly partial to the defense. 

Three weeks later. the first of a spate of 
top-and middle-level conferences tfJok place at 
hureau headquarters_ The purpose o( this and 
fmure mCl'tings \Vas to "disnl~s \\'hat um he 
done hy the HH to assist the ~n\'crnment in 
{the] presentation of [Peltier's1 case at trial." 
l3etween AlI~nst (" 1976. and the beginning of 
the defendanr's trial in Fargo in March. 1977. 
:1t least six similar confcrences we~e held. 

It is imrossihle. ~iven the small rercenra~e 
of existent documentation relurtantly released 
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by the FBI in response to Peltier's FOIAsuit. 
to know everything discussed or decided at 
these meetings. But one could reasonahly ~uess 
as to some items on their agendas. For exam"le. 
one reason advanced hy Rarid City for the 
Butler-Robitleau acquittals was the statement 
of the jury's foreper!\on. as rerorte(1 in the Ceda,' 
RapiJJ Gaulle the day fnllowin~ the verdios. 
that "the government (lid not rroduce suffi(ient 
evidence of ~uilt:' The hUI'{'au cnncludt'd that 
"the jury aPrarently wanted the government to 
show that Rohideau and nurl('r actually I'ulled 
the trigger at close range." 

What hetter way to surrly the mis!\in~ link 
in Peltier's case than to connect his weapon 
with a shell case I're!;umably fnnnd ncar Coler's 
hody, the hullet from which could have heen 
responsible for his death? In this matter. a little 
fabrication could go a long way to ohtain the 
conviction the FBI 50 desrerately sought. An 
agency that ha(i stoored to withholding and 
doctoring its files as well as subornation of 
perjury in the Means-Bank!\ rrosecurion. and 
false affidavits in this one, was certainly not 
above suspicion in this resrect. In fact, in order­
ing the Bismarck hearin~, the appellate court 
had emphasized that the "discrepancy" in the 
October 2 teletype. particularly as it related to 

"a different firin~ pin." raised c;erious qllestinm 
ahout "the truth and accuracy of 'Io(l~e's te'sti­
mony re~ardin~ his inahility to reach a \nnt!u­
sinn' on the firin~ rin anal)'!'is and his rosith,(, 
conclusion reganlin~ the ('xtranor markin~s." 

Judge Benson's rulings were pulrs apart from 
those made hy the Rohi(I('au-U"rlC'r jud,!(,. 11(· 
h:\cf. for ('xample. permitt('rl the prns('( minn '0 
introduce gruesome I,ost·mortem rhofo.'!raph .. 
of the dead a~ents-exhihits whit h had IWe'n 
excluded a~ overly pre judicial to the defendants 
during the Iowa case. Pretlictahly, then, he 
denied Peltier a new trial. On Ocroher 15. ICJR). 
the appeal from this deci!\ion was argued hefore 
a three-member ranel of the United Srates 
Court of Arpeals for the Eighth Circuit in a St. 
L>uis courthouse, just a few hlocks away (rom 
where the Dred Scott case had heen tried. 
Almost a year later, the: trihunal tlnanirnolll;lr 
affirmed Benson's denial. 

The c()urt'~ opinion, which ha" been 
released tn the press a week I)('fol'(' it \\';1" 

received by Pehier'~ COlInSei. is a mastcrl'i('((' 
of outrageous sophistry and intellectual tlishnn­
esty. The panel fnund that "the pro~ection with­
held evidence from the defense (avorahle to 

Peltier, an,t that. ha(1 this evirl('m'(' ht'l'n avail· 
ahle to the defendant, it would havc allo\\'(,d him 
to cross-examine ~()vernment witfle!\ses more 
effectively." In addirion, it stressed that the 
newly-dis(()vere(1 evidence indkated '" lodge 
may not have heen tdling thc trmh" in hi~ 
hearing and trial testimony. Moreover, it 
pointed nut, if the rrn~enrtinn had not withheld 
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rl' l" :I '<;I' ;11'1'(,:1r hl(,rlk , ~ 

For more infnrmi1liof1 on IHl 'W yon C ln 
he lp, conl,Kt the Int e rnational I..c.:nnllnl 
Peltier Defe nse Committee. Box (,451), 
K"m", Cill', K" (,(,10(, (R I('·) .>I · ' 77,O . 
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After the Liberation 

Every night he knell 
be (ore the narrow bed 
my father Ilraying for Ihe li ving 
who no longer iiverl (or him 
praying for th e peace of the dead 
who would never be dead for him 
for his wife Theresa 
gone to the camps and madness 
for his mother Victoria 
who di ed in the train 
a co nsumptive 
for hi s father Pavel 
whom he had neve r loved 

Eve ry night praying 
reclaiming on his kn ees 
the topography of Golgot ha 

./nbn G fl z/nll'.,ki 
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