LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS

General defense committee ... Will you help? now? Another member of the Industrial
wor kers of theworld hasbeen murdered ... Wm. D. Haywood. Secretary-Treasurer.
Chicago [1919].

GENERAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE WM. D. HAYWOOD, SECRETARY 1001 WEST MADISON STREET
CHICAGO, ILL

Will You Help Now?

Another member of the Industrial Workers of the World has been murdered. Wesley Everest was
lynched at Centralia, Washington. He was hung to a bridge, the body riddled with bullets. The corpse
was afterwards cut down and by the murderers dragged back to the jail and thrown in among the
many fellow workers who had been imprisoned after the raid on the I. W. W. hall. Four of them
under an armed guard were escorted with the body of their dead fellow worker out into a vacant lot
where they were compelled to dig a grave and bury the dead.

Fellow Worker Everest, the murdered man, was an overseas veteran. He fought for the United States
of America against the Imperial German government. When he returned from the war he took up his
membership in the Industrial Workers of the World, beginning again the battle against the lumber
trusts of the Northwest.

When the I. W. W. hall was raided several of the aggressors were killed, but this in no way justified
the un-American, unlawful, inhuman murder of their comrade who had fought with them in the
trenches of Flanders.

The Centralia outrage was followed by many others all over the country. Halls were raided, furniture
destroyed, literature confiscated, and it is reported that over a thousand men have been arrested,
that is, thrown into prison without warrant, and denied the privilege of seeing friends or lawyers.

We urge you to demand with us a government investigation of the many raids against the Industrial
Workers of the World and the unlawful manner in which they were conducted.

If the I. W. W. is guilty of any offense against the law, charges should be preferred against us, and as
every man is entitled to a fair trial, we should be accorded such a trial in the halls of any tribunal.
If the I. W. W. is guilty we are open to the condemnation of the civilized world. If assassins and
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destroyers of human life, property and human rights are marauding in uniform all of the people
should know.

The Industrial Workers of the World court a full and careful investigation. A campaign has been
started to raise $100,000.00 defense funds. This sum is needed now, as extraordinary efforts will be
made to fasten some crime upon the organization or some of its members. We will try to guarantee
every member as good a defense as possible. To do this we will require your help. Send checks,
money orders, or cash to the General Defense Committee, 1001 West Madison Street, Chicago, Ill.

Yours for Industrial Freedom, Wm. D Haywood. Secretary-Treasurer.
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