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African National Congress Secretary General Cyril
Ramaphosa sent a message to Gov. Thomas Ridge that read:

“We write to urge you to use your power as governor to commute
the death sentence imposed upon Mumia Abu-Jamal and in addition to
allow a retrial of his case. We ask for your compassionate reconsideration
of the sentence that has been imposed and that he be removed from death
row and allowed to appeal his sentence.”

The Congress of South African Trade Unions, the largest
trade union federation inside South Africa, also expressed solidar-
ity with Mumia. A May 31, 1995 statement to Gov. Ridge issued
by COSATU’s International Relations Office read:

“It is clear from the report that we received that the trial procedures
were fraught with bias and prejudice...

“Our organization has struggled against all forms of racism, op-
pression and the use of the death sentence to silence political activists. We
are therefore vebemently opposed to the death penalty on both ideological
and humanitarian grounds. We urge you to grant clemency to Mumia
Abu-Jamal.”

Note: On June 6, 1995, eleven judges of the newly formed
supreme court in South Africa unanimously ruled to abolish the
death penalty. For over seven decades, South Africa’s death penalty
was synonymous with political repression in its most brutal form.
This is an important political concession won in the post-apartheid
era by the South African masses, particularly the Black majority.
Over 4,000 executions are estimated to have taken place during the
apartheid period. The overwhelming majority of the victims were
Black.

There are now over 3,000 people on death row in the United
States. The majority of these victims are also Black.
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Voice of the Voiceless:
The Case of
Mumia Abu-Jamal

In the early morning hours of December 8, 1981, Mumia Abu-
Jamal was driving a cab in downtown Philadelphia, supplementing
his income as a journalist. The bars were just letting out and the
streets were full of people. Suddenly Mumia spotted a police officer
beating a young Black man spread-eagled against his car. When he
went to investigate, he discovered that it was his own younger
brother, Bill Cook, who was being beaten.

A scuffle broke out. Within minutes, Mumia was sitting
slumped on the curbstone, critically injured with a gunshot wound
in the abdomen. The police officer, Daniel Faulkner, lay dead. Other
police came and took Faulkner to the morgue, waiting 45 minutes to
carry Mumia to the hospital. Mumia arrived with his head bleeding
after being thrown into a lightpole by the arresting officers.

Mumia Abu-Jamal was charged with murder.

By the time Mumia went to trial, he had already been tried and
convicted by the news media. A former Black Panther and now a
radio journalist well-known for his exposes of police brutality, his
political beliefs became central to the news coverage.

During the sentencing phase of the trial, the judge allowed the
state to use Mumia’s membership in the Black Panther Party to argue
for the death penalty. In fact, the prosecution told the jury that Mu-
mia’s membership in the Panthers was evidence of his premeditation
to kill!

The following is just part of the exchange:

Question (to Mumia): Do you recall saying “All Power to the People?”

Answer: Yes.
Question: Do you believe your activity as well as your philoso-



phy are consistent with the quote, “Political power grows out of the
barrel of a gun?”

Answer: 1 believe America has proven that quote to be true.

Question: Do you recall saying that “The Black Panther Party
Is an uncompromising party, it faces reality”?

Answer: (Mumia, nodding affirmatively) Yes.

By any standards, this was not a fair trial. There was no physi-
cal evidence linking Mumia with the shooting of Faulkner. Mumia
did have a gun that night, a licensed .38 caliber handgun he bought
after having been robbed twice while driving cab. But not only was
his gun never tested for the smell of gunpowder, the medical exam-
iner said that Faulkner was killed by a .44 caliber bullet.

Mumia’s court-appointed lawyer was so incompetent that he
has since been disbarred. The judge approved only a few hundred
dollars for the defense to investigate the case, while Pennsylvania’s
average allocation in capital cases is $6,500. The prosecution tried so
successfully to systematically remove all African Americans from the
jury pool that, in a city that is 40% Black, only two of the jurors were
African American.

Mumia was convicted and sentenced to death.

In 1989, the State Supreme Court denied his first appeal.

Today Mumia Abu-Jamal has new lawyers, a team headed by
noted civil rights attorney Leonard Weinglass. On June 5, 1995,
Weinglass and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund filed a 300-page Post-
Conviction Review Appeal (PCRA) at Philadelphia’s City Hall,
while outside hundreds of demonstrators rallied in Mumia’s defense.

“What we seek today,” Weinglass told the demonstrators, “is
Mumia’s first day in court, because he hasn’t received one yet.”

The appeal brief contained 47 exhibits and thirteen affidavits.
Among other things, the new appeal detailed the following objec-
tions to the original trial:

¢ The prosecution’s version of the events was that Mumia shot
Faulkner, was himself shot once in the chest by the falling offi-
cer and then fired four more shots before collapsing. To prove
this view, the state presented six witnesses out of the over 120
people at the scene of the shooting. Four other witnesses, how-
ever, gave accounts that, to varying degrees, contradicted the
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Petition to Save the Life of
Mumia Abu-Jamal

Mumia Abu-Jamal is a Black political prisoner on Death Row in
Pennsylvania. A former member of the Philadelphia branch of the Black
Panther Party, he became a radio journalist who concentrated on the
issues of racism and police brutality.

On Dec. 8, 1981, Mumia was arrested and charged with the shooting
death of a white police officer. The trial was marked by an openly hostile
judge, a complete lack of any physical evidence and a court-appointed
lawyer so inadequate he was later disbarred for incompetency. A key
prosecution witness has since recanted her testimony, saying she was
pressured to testify against Mumia by the police.

Mumia was convicted by a nearly all-white jury and sentenced to
death. A massive support campaign has so far succeeded in preventing his
execution, but the government has refused to grant a new trial.

By any standard, this is a gross miscarriage of justice. We wish to
add our names to the hundreds of thousands of people in this country and
around the world who are demanding a new trial for Mumia Abu-Jamal.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE

Please retumn this petition to:

A Job is a Right Campaign
PO Box 06053, Milwaukee, WI 53206
Phone/Fax: (414) 374-1034
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What you can do to help:

Demand a New Trial for Mumia
Abu-Jamal!
Contact:

Governor Tom Ridge

Main Capitol Building. Room 225
Hamsburg. PA 17120

Voice -717-787-2500

Fax - 717-772-8284

Fax - 717-783-4429

DAL Lynn Abraham
1421 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102
Voice - 215-686-8700
Fax - 215-686-8024

US Aty Gen. Janet Reno
Main Justice Building

10th and Constitution Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20053
Voice - 202-514-2001

Fax - 202 514-4371

President William Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington, DC 20500
Voice - 202-456-1111
Fax - 202-456-246

Tax deductible contributions to
the defense efforts may be sent to:

The Black United Fund of PA/
Mumia Abu-Jamal Account
2227 No. Broad

Philadelphia, PA 19146

To order more copies of this
pampblet, contact:

A Job 1s a Right Campaign

PO Box 06053, Milwaukee, WI 53206
Phone/fax: (414) 374-1034

E-mail: ajrc@execpc.com

(Please send $.50 per pamphlet or $.35
when ordering ten or more copies.)

Use the petition on page 15 to
reach out to more people.

To send messages of support
directly to Mumia, write:

Mumia Abu-Jamal, ¥AM-8335
1040 E. Roy Furman Hwy.
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090

For more information, contact:

International Concerned Family and
Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal

PO Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA, 19143
Phone: (215) 476-8812

Fax: (215) 476-7551

E-mail: mumia@aol.com.

National People’s Campaign
39 West 14th St., Suite 206
NY, NY 10011

Phone: (212) 633-6646

Fax: (212) 633-2889

For continuing coverage of the
case of Mumia Abu-Jamal,
subscribe to:

First Day

(quarterly newspaper of MOVE)
PO Box 19709

Philadelphia, PA 19143
($8/year)

Workers World

(weekly paper of Workers World Party)
55 West 17th St.

NY, NY 10011

Ph: (212) 627-2994

Fax: (212) 6757869

E-mail: editor@wwpublish.com

Web: http://www.workers.org
($20/year; $2 for 8 weeks)
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prosecution version. These witnesses, situated in four different
locations on the street, reported seeing the shooter flee and all
had him going in the same direction. None of these eyewit-
nesses knew each other or Mumia. Yet there was no investiga-
tion into these statements. The jury did not hear their version
of the events.

The jury was not allowed to know that testimony of one prose-
cution witness differed significantly from his original state-
ment and that the witness was on probation at the time for
throwing a Molotov cocktail into a schoolyard for pay.

The prosecution’s key witness was a woman named Veronica
Jones, herself in serious legal trouble and thus vulnerable to
police pressure. Less than a week after Faulkner’s death, she
told police she had observed two men jogging from the scene
of the shooting. Abu-Jamal was lying on the ground, wounded.
But when called to testify in the 1982 trial, Jones completely
changed her story, denying that she saw anyone other than
Abu-Jamal and his brother at the scene.

A pathologist retained by Weinglass concluded that Mumia
was wounded by a bullet that was traveling downward and
thus could not have been fired by a collapsing Faulkner.
Although two witnesses supported by the Fraternal Order of
Police testified to hearing Mumia “brag” of shooting Faulkner
as he was carried into a hospital emergency room after being
shot, a third witness told a different story. Police officer Gary
Wakshul, who was beside Mumia during the entire time in the
emergency room, noted in his report, “T’he Negro male made
no statement.” Wakshul did not testify during the trial because
he was “on vacation”.

The police ballistic tests were incomplete and insufficient test-
ing was done on Mumia’s gun to determine whether it was re-
cently fired or had fired the fatal bullets.

The appeal also stated that Mumia was a target of the FBIs

Counterintelligence program and that local law enforcement agen-
cies had a deep seated bias against him.



“Voice of the Voiceless”

Mumia Abu-Jamal joined the Black Panther Party in
1968 in his hometown of Philadelphia. At the time, he was fourteen
years old. Earlier that same year, he had been beaten and arrested by
the police for protesting an appearance in Philadelphia by Alabama
governor George Wallace, who was then running for president.

In 1970, Mumia was appointed Communications Director of
the Philadelphia branch of the BPP.

Mumia later became a free-lance journalist and radio talk show
host on WUHY, specializing in coverage of events in the Black com-
munity. For his devotion to the issues most affecting the poor and
oppressed, he became known as the “Voice of the Voiceless”. His
work won him attention and recognition. He was elected chair of the
Philadelphia Association of Black Journalists. He won a Peabody
Award for outstanding journalism. In December of 1981, the
Philadelphia Inquirer profiled him as “Jamal: An eloquent activist
not afraid to raise his voice.”

He also earned the wrath of the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment for his relentless exposure of police brutality, particularly
against the radical, largely Black organization MOVE. He covered —
and exposed — the police siege of the MOVE commune in Philadel-
phia on Aug. 8, 1978. MOVE would eventually become the object of
one of the only aerial bombings of a U.S. city, when Philly cops
dropped a bomb from a helicopter onto a MOVE house in 1985, in-
cinerating eleven men, women, children and their animals and set-
ting fire to 62 nearby houses.

Mumia has continued his journalistic work in prison, writing
for numerous newspapers and magazines. A book of essays entitled
“Live from Death Row” was featured on Entertainment Tonight,
CBS Evening News, Hard Copy, The Washington Post and The
New York Post. The essays were based on a series of tapes he had
recorded for National Public Radio until that project was killed by a
right-wing uproar led by the Fraternal Order of Police.

A second book, “Death Blossoms”, has just been published in
1997.
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and murdering a youth in the community? When has a politician
ever been given the death penalty for cutting thousands of people’s
medical benefits, welfare, or housing assistance?

The politicians and cops are speeding up executions at the same
time they are cutting jobs and basic services for the people. They
hope to divide us — and if necessary, to kill us. They fear a renewed
movement of the people and they intend to warn us not to rebel.
One way they hope to bring that warning home is by taking the life
of a rebel named Mumia Abu-Jamal.

We won’t let them get away with it. We will make the fight to
save Mumia part of the overall war against racism, repression and
poverty, against all the the attacks on the working class and the commu-
nities of color.

Mumia’s life has been a clarion call to struggle. Let us now
answer that call in his defense.
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Supporters gear up to fight back

Mumia always had a core of dedicated supporters fighting to
help him win his freedom. For many years, members of the MOVE
organization and the International Concerned Family and Friends of
Mumia Abu-Jamal fought to keep his case alive. Other organizations,
such as the New York Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Committee and the
Committee to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal in State College, Penn. carried
on the struggle as well.

But when Gov. Ridge announced the signing of Mumia’s death
warrant, it stirred up activity worldwide to win justice for the Black
political prisoner. In the week following the announcement, there
were actions demanding a new trial for Mumia in over 30 U.S. cities,
as well as in Kingston, London, Berlin, Frankfurt, Amsterdam,
Tokyo, Toronto, Vancouver and other cities.

In Philadelphia itself, where most of the media have continu-
ally repeated the police version of the events, close to 700 people
rallied in front of City Hall in a demonstration organized by the In-
ternational Concerned Family and Friends.

The New York Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Committee drew an-
other 500 out to a picket in front of New York’s Penn Station during
rush hour.

In Washington, a group of demonstrators marched from
Union Station to the Hall of States, where Gov. Ridge’s Washington
office is located.

In Minneapolis, 200 people tied up traffic in a University
neighborhood. At the end of the demonstration, the police attacked
with mace and horses, arresting nine people.

In San Francisco, a June 26 demonstration of some 700 people
was attacked by the police. There were 250 arrests. (Charges were
later dropped.)

Despite the fierce opposition of the police and right-wing, Mu-
mia’s case has begun to win broad support.

By June 10, 1995, 40,000 petition signatures had been sent to
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nity and other communities of color. Milwaukee, a former industrial
giant of a city, was once a magnet for Black workers from the South
hoping to escape the apartheid-like conditions that were the norm
before the Civil Rights struggles of the Fifties and Sixties. Today,
after the loss of over 40,000 manufacturing jobs in the last dozen
years, the unemployment rate among Black men in Milwaukee is
over 50%.

The ruling class’s answer for this crisis is more prisons, more
police, more repression. Here in Wisconsin, where African Ameri-
cans make up only 5% of the population, nearly half the state’s
prison population is Black.

In 1970, there were 200,000 men and women in state and fed-
eral prisons. Today there are 1.1 million, with another half million
in local and county jails. That’s the largest per capita prison popula-
tion in the world. Some 700,000 are African American men, about
half as many Black men as were held in slavery at the beginning of
the Civil War. By the end of the century, the total prison population
is projected to reach between five and seven million, the overwhelm-
ing majority of them Black and Latino men. At the same time, the
numbers of women being sent to prison has skyrocketed. Virtually
all of these prisoners are poor and working class.

And what will these millions of prisoners be doing? They’ll be
working — for private corporations, for wages only a fraction of
what is paid on the outside. And most of those meager wages will be
taken by the government.

That program of prison contract labor (Mumia calls it the
“prison-industrial complex”) is already in effect in Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, New York, California and many other states. With millions
more prisoners coming into the system, the potential for super-
profits for private corporations is practically limitless. After all, why
move your factory to Mexico when you can set it up right in your
own state, with a captive population, free from unions, OSHA and
the distracting cares of family?

Prisoners — along with single mothers on welfare — are the
ultimate source of cheap labor, and the corporate goal is no less than
the recreation of institutional slavery.



- h -

01 sadessaw A1LIEPI[OS JO SILIAS B 1UIS puE DN 241 JO ,SIFUIAUOY),
[eurdiio oY1 Jo PuO sem EIWNR  EXLUAWY U0 1Venuo)) Juim
43 ay1 1431y 01 Ge61 Jo Arenue[ ur pawsoj uonifeos e ‘udredwen)
s,2[doa ] [euoneN a1 £q dn uayer usaq osfe sey asnes s ErLUN
"UONINDIXD Pauaieayl ay1 surede N0 JWOD [[e 2aey
UOIU[ SIAYIEI [, ULIIXIJA| 341 JO O UONDAG pue epeue)) ui saafojdwy
A1[qN{ I2ANOOUTA PUE [IDUNOD) J0QET] 01UWOIO], OIRN 241 ‘(1.5HD)
10qeT JO UONEIIPIJUOY) [BIAUIL) YOUIL] Y] JO SIIqUID “BI[EsISNY
puv urellig ul suolun se [[am st ‘A10na(] ut syuapisard JNDSIY (B0
-0 uay31a ‘s1a30m 1isuen1 03ed1yD) ‘0ISIDULL] UEG UT O] PUE 9 S[Ed
-0 NADTI Sutpnpur “ano uayjods sey 1wswasow Joqe[ ay,
ERIIEN
-UdS Itap Y3 INWWO0D 01 33pry ‘AOL) UO PI[[ed SEY ‘UOTU[) 121A0G
1aw0§ 3y ut dnoid 1s1[LI0s E ‘BISSNY SIIIIO A JO SIAQUID ‘WOPaL]
s;erwunpy 3utpuewap uonensuowsp e paders ‘Auewsany ‘Gizdia] ur
WISI[E120G dNEI0W(] Jo A1e] ay1 ‘o7 2un[ uQ *ased a1 dn uayes sey
[euoneusul L&isauwy (‘91 23ed 23g) ‘et mau e paruesd aq ay eyl
duidin sadessawr quas yroq aaey (N1 YSOD) suortun apea], uedLyy
yinog jo ssa1duo)) ay1 pue ssaiduo)) [euoneN uedLyy A,
'$91E1G patiu) Y1 01 parwi| Jou st woddns a1 puy
‘[e1au
-nj s, X wiodey 1e A30[na a1 pasaarpap ode s1ead Ay oym ‘siae(g
21550 1010¢ pue Aramo ydasof “1(] wuapisaid aouaiajuon) drysiapeay
UENSUYD ulayInog ‘uulz piemop] Jossajoid Ausiaatup uoisog
‘zaydurg eiuog 190d “Spren Leswrey [e1auad Lousone ‘g sauriog
‘dpsuny werip Lsurone siydur 141> ‘I3 [[2UI0)) pue Iayjem
M|y sioyine uojepg Aiep] 123uls umouy A|[euoneulaiur aaey se
‘uonnyaxa siy isurede pajeadde aaey erutojier) jo siate ) auIxep pue
swn|[2Q p[euoy saanviuasaiday *g'n pue stoul[|] jo uneig-£3[asopy
[odeD) J0lEURS *G'() "150] uoiduIyse N\ Iy, pue Aepo] ySn ‘saw],
10X MaN 2y, ur pareadde aaey sadard py-do pue sappnae onayed
-wi4g 11oddns jo suonnjosar passed aaey “osi ‘uosipey pue sajaduy
SO ‘nona(g jo sppuno) AnD ay, ‘[er1al e 1oy Jurjes oudy 1ouef
[esouad Asutone 'g'n 01 weidajal e 1uas uosyoe[ assa[ "Ady Y,
"EILUN[A 10§ s1asteIpuny papuane aaey 31aqpjon) idooy
pue Jausy py s101y snooq Aeus yieaq dnosd sy1 jo juapisaid
St oym “ HSVIN,, 21195 341 JO JB1S-03 JIULIOJ ¥ ‘[[211e,] I JOI0E
243 papnpout erwny jo 1roddns ur uonieos a1 ‘sajaduy so ug
"Pa1n23x3 3q 10U erwny 1ey1 Jutpuewap a3pry “aon

IO—I

-MUWIWOD }Oe[q Y1 UT SISLID [BID0S PUE JIWIOUO0II UE ST 1[NS3I Y |,

'21ed Jwoy pue s[eadsoy 2y SALIISNPUT 3ITAIAS UT
uaA3 ‘Anisnpur [291s a1 ‘Ansnpur one a1 u ‘paseaddesip aaey ajdoad
passaiddo 1ay10 pue sueouawy ueatyy £q play 2ouo sqof jo suor[iw
se ‘ paiiy 1511y ‘paaiy asef, uaaq s 11 ‘Qwoy 1e 213y I[IYMULIN

"19a11G
e 4q una Lwouodd [eqo[d e jo swnoIA aue s1aIoM Y] aIym
3S[2 21aymAue 10 ‘eisauopu] 1o ‘Niep] 01 aaow Loy 10 ‘syueq 'g'N
319 a1 £q pajduens uaaq sey Awouoda A1 212YM ‘OIIXIN Y1 AL
-unod 01 Yanog ay1 woly saow Aay1 uay |, ‘yinog uorun-uou A[adre|
941 01 YUON paziuoiun 2yl woij sa11019¢e] Iyl 2A0w suonesodiod
243 “roqe Jadeayd pue sadeays puiy o1 yoseas Surpusun SIEL RN
"INOY-Ue-6"/§ UBYL SSI] YW MOU "§' ] Y1
ut sIaxyIom [[e JO 9%0¢ sqol 1jauaq-ou ‘a3em-mo] ‘Swn-ired jo suoid
-9 JO uoneald a3 pue suorun jo Junjealq Ay ‘sIAYIOM Jo spuesnoy
Jo spaipuny jo jjo-Ae| [enunuod ay3 st ansas ay [, * Suryoa-yduy,
pue Suiuiuesns, pue Suizisumop, [[e axe A3y, ‘seasiano satued
-Wo2 12110 Yatm puE Jay10 Yoes yatm uonnadwod 32191 ui e suon
-e10d100 ay [, *Aepo1 £11unoo sy ur Suruaddey st 181 as]2 unyifians
WIOJJ UOnT|ost Ul Udas 3q 10uUEd [ewe[-nqy EIWNJA JO ased 3y |,
‘Aepo1 udwuiaaod Jurdaams eiiaisAy Lijeuad
-yreap-o1d ‘Guim-1y3r ay1 jo Inq ‘wR1s£s 1moo pue 22105 221710d 151081
€ jo A[uo 10u wndIA a1 st ay 1eys adreyd siarroddns S BTNy
«'Passaiddns sem aouad
~Ouur S1y Jo 33uapIaa Yorya ur uonndasoid paseq-A|edes ‘pareanow
-Ajeonijod e jo wnota ays sem ‘GuiuuiSaq a1 aours 2oudd0UUT SIY
pawrepouid sey oym uew e ‘erwnpy 1eys A[jedoambaun slesIsuowap,
‘uonednsaaur jo syiuow uo paseq ‘siaded [e33] ayy 'ssad01d
[er1pnl 31 01 2dudsapIputr Jutwiiele Yum yieap o1 2ol [njadusa,, v
£q uaaup st ay sanoid a1sey s 23pny e padreyo ssejdura y\ “[eun mau
€ dunsanbai jariq € 3[1j 01 pajnpayds sea ssejdura y\ pieuoa] Aourone
1ey) Juimouy| jueiiem yreap serunpy pauds pey 23pry "aon

/Spv[ 10u sqof paaNy o\




its rallies and demonstrations. Along with the International Con-
cerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal and the group Equal
Justice U.S.A., the NPC initiated the call for the massive National
Emergency Rally that took place in Philadelphia on August 12, 1995.
Despite intense police pressure directed against the organizers, that
rally drew over 10,000 people, half of them African American, with
many Latinos, Asians, Native Americans and progressive whites.

By the first week in August it had became clear that the
demonstration was going to be huge. On Aug. 5, Judge Sabo issued a
stay of execution. A major victory had been won!

But Mumia remains on Death Row. He is still under a sentence
of death and Gov. Ridge could still sign a new death warrant at any
time.

In May of 1996, there was a startling new development in the
struggle to free Mumia Abu-Jamal. A witness in the original trial
stepped forward to say that her court testimony had been coerced by
the police.

Veronica Jones was the witness who had originally told police
she had seen two men jogging from the scene while Mumia lay
wounded on the ground. Now, in a sworn deposition, she said that
police officers had threatened her with felony charges if she didn’t
change her story. “The detectives threatened me by reminding me
that I faced a long prison sentence — 15 years on drug charges — all
the while persisting that I testify to their version of events,” she said.
She said she had feared for the well-being of her children, who are
now grown.

After the trial, she was convicted of the felony charges — and
got probation.

On May 22, 1996, Mumia’s lawyers filed a motion to the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court to have the case sent back to the Common
Plea level so the new evidence could be reviewed.

A hearing was set for Oct. 1 in Philadelphia — before Judge
Sabo. Supporters began to mobilize to pack the courtroom. So did
the cops.

Before the hearing, Sabo turned to Jones and asked in a hostile
and threatening manner, “Have you been informed of the conse-
quences of perjury? Do you know you could be jailed?”

Despite these threats, Veronica Jones recanted her original tes-
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timony, saying she had “fingered” Mumia fourteen years earlier be-
cause of police pressure and threats. As soon as she left the witness
stand, police handcuffed her and arrested her on a 1994 New Jersey
bench warrant!

Supporters immediately began a fundraising campaign to raise
bail. At a break in the hearing, they marched to City hall chanting,
“Free Veronica, free Mumia!” She was freed on $10,000 bail the next
morning.

As of this writing (Jan. 30, 1997), Mumia’s attorneys have filed
a new appeal with the Pennsylvania State Supreme Court. The appeal
charges that the Philadelphia Police Department, the District Attor-
ney’s Office and Judge Albert Sabo have suppressed exculpatory evi-
dence, coerced witnesses and prejudicially compromised Mumia’s
constitutional right to a fair trial. The appeal also asks that Sabo him-
self be removed from the case. That appeal will reportedly be ruled
on either in mid-February or April of 1997.

Supporters, however, remember that it was this same court
that sent the case back to Judge Sabo to be heard on Oct. 1.

“Right now, people need to keep the pressure on the district
attorney’s office and the members of the state supreme court,” said
Ramona Africa of the International Concerned Family and Friends.

Meanwhile, a separate federal civil lawsuit has been filed in
Pittsburgh in which Mumia is charging that prison authorities had
been routinely opening mail from his attorneys, photocopying the
contents and sending the copies to Gov. Thomas Ridge and other
officials. On December 4, Federal District Judge Donetta Ambrose
ruled in Mumia’s favor on this lawsuit. As of this writing, his lawyers
are waiting for a decision as to what remedy will be ordered.



