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AN UPDATED HISTORY OF THE
NEW AFRIKAN PRISON STRUGGLE

This article was first written at the reques Afrikan anizat
cltld Dn-.t.!upmtr.u of the New M‘} ib t dlh:r‘:“h Beh ’Pﬁoﬁ‘m L8 ngm‘::iﬁlmrm;m -
New Afrikan Prison Struggle™ and then updated several years later fo its present form. e
Alshough this work focuses almost exclusively on New Afrikan prisoners and their struggle, it is by no means

:’.‘:rafa.fe.f 1o discount r!u.mny lang heroic prison siruggles and sacrifices by all other mnmduie:—.‘ the Pim‘a Ricans

;zm'e Americans, Mexicans, W&:ml. Asians and others. Raphael Cancel Miranda, who led the work stoppage of the L;SF
Marion (United States Penitentiary in Marion, Illinois) in 1972 in response 1o the beating of a Mexican prisoner, has b
:r: ;j ';}.l::;m:‘ I:nd' role r:an’ci'; since i first became aware of him, long ago. The same can be said ofiallra l;bn:n ;;:;m

a wr did time with in Alderson Women's P, ! !

fies whom i've done time with and siruggled together with du;mt:: ﬁq years ofa:;r;;ri.mw::x{.nu M
& There are s0 many duzrving prhomr_: of all nationalities thas it would extend this article indefinitely to include

em all— and | did not feel justified in including some |f | couldnt Include all: Nor did i feel presumptuous enough to write
:Sm hmoqafarkfrmwmu who are best suited to record theiz own history. My main intent is to chronicle the
rm;t::{;}h:uff:;?fomﬁ:mr;trqglﬁkhfor 180 long has been written by others who often took it upon thenuelves to
pira Asyidmpan : oners and Black prison organizations who did not fit sheir molds as fit to print about in the

The New Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls refers to the siruggle of Black prisoners, * "
:ﬁ;l’t::l‘;m:nliam. o gain {.l'b:mlkm Jor ourselves, our people, and all oppsr:xudfpwpl: We c_.:'l':;e ::t‘:‘;:t::’“m ¢
Mi: € if:unwu Jgdl gril.m * with @ "k* as an indicator of our cultural identification with the Afrikan continent
Afrﬂa:i“ft A_fr::an linguists originally used "k to indicate the "c* sound in the English language. We wse the term “New
oo instea qfﬂkslcl, ] deful: ourselves as an Afrikan people who have been forcibly transplanted to a new land and
10 a “new Afrikan natlon™ in North America. But our struggle behind the walls did not begin in America.

THE 16TH CENTURY

1715) when the Benedictine monk Mabillon wrote that: *...
THROUGIH THE CIVIL WAR

penitents might be secluded in cells like those of Casthusian

~ The Alrikan prison struggle began on the shores of
Mukgbehi.nd;hewallso(madimdpmlhuhddupuvu
for ships bound west into slavery. It today behind

monks, and there belng employed in various sorts of labor™ !
In 1790, on April Sth, the Peansylvania Quakers actualized
this concept as the capstone of their 14-year struggle o

ithe walls of 4 U.S. peni Lasl " all pri

reform Philadelphia's Walnut Street jail. No loager would

are held as legal slaves - a bl datlon of | HER

law, as is the present U.S. policy of exccuting mi
mentally impaired. ey S

The conceplion of prison ideology began to lake
form as far back as the reign of Louis X1V of Prance (1643-

poral punisk be admini d. Hencelorth, prisoncrs
would be locked away in their cells with a Bible and forced
to do penitence in order ta rehabilitate themselves! Thus
was bom the penitentiary.

The first prizon physically designed to achieve total
isolation of each prisoner was the Eastemn State Pealtentiary,
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better known as Cherry Hill, in Philadelphia, constructed in
1829 with cells laid out 50 that no prisoner ever saw another
person but his guards. This “separate system™ represented by
Cherry Hill was being rivaled by an alternative, the “silent
system,” which was designed specifically for explohting
mass convict labor. Under the latter system, prisoners were
housed in solltary cells but worked together all day as an
ideal source of chieap reliable labar, under rigorous eaforce-
ment of the ruls that all convicts must maintzin total siience.
The mods! for this system was sct up at Auburn, New York,
in 1823, where they initisted the “Jock step™ 50 that guards
could mdlntain strict coatrol a1 ths prisoners marched back
and forth between their cells snd their industrial workshops?

By 1850, spproximately 6,700 peoplc were found in
the nation’s newly emerging prison system.* Almostnone of
the prisoriers were Blzeek.! They were more valuabls
economically outside the prison system because there were
other mesns of saciol control. During this time most New
Afrikan (Black) men, women, and children were already
imprisoned for life on plantations es chattel slaves. Accord-
ingly. the Afrikan struggle behind the walls was carried on
primarily behind the walls of slave quasters through con-
spirccies, revolts, insurrections, arson, sabotage, wark
slowdowns, polsoning of the tlavemaster, seif maimings, and
runaways. [f slaves were recoptured, they continued the
struggle behind the walls of the local jails, many of which
were first bullt to hold captured nunaways. Later they were
also used for local citlzens.

Bven before the end of the Civil War, a new system
hzd been emerging to toke the place of the older form of
shnry - the convict leass system.® Thus, shortly after 1850,

rate iocreated, then remained falrly stable
wlﬁamdbam'lsm 128 prisozners per 100,000
population.? The Afrikan strogsle continusd primarily
behind the stave quarter’s walls down through the tssosnco
of the Emancipation Proclamation. This was a declanation
issued by President Lincoln on January 1, 1863, during the
height of the Civil War. It declared the slaves free only In
those statss still In rebelllon arnd had little actudl 1iberating
eﬂeuo&dmhqum!m. ndtahvmun.nm
engaged th war against tho Unton, simply ignofed the
declanation and continued to hold their siaves in bondage.
Some slavemasters kept tho declaration secret aftes the war
ended following Lee's surrender on April 9, 1865, Ass
result, rews of the Emancipation Proclamation did not sezch
slaves fn Texas untll June 19, 1865. This date, calted
“Juneteenth,” is celebruted annually by New Afrikans in
Texas and outlying states os “Black Independence Day.”

POST CIVIL WAR
TO THE 20TH CENTURY

Immediately after the Civil Waor and ot the end of slavery,
vast numbers of Black males were imprisoned for everything
from not signing slave-like labor contracts with plantation
owners to looking the “wrong™ way at some White person,!

o7 for some similar “petty crime.” Any “transgression™
perceived by Whites to be of 2 more serious nature was
normally dealt with on the spot with a gunorrope . ..
provided the Black was cutnumbered and outarmed. “Black-
on-Black™ erime was then, as now, considered to be “petty
crime™ by the U.S, Justice system. But petty or not, upon
arrest most New Alrikans were glven long, harsh sentences
ot hard labor.,

Within five years after the end of the Civil War, the
Black percentages of the prison population went from clnse
10 zero to 33 pescent. Many of these prisoners were hired
out to Whites at less than slave wages.® This new convict
Iease system appeared to have great advantages (or the
landowners: they did not own the convicts, and hence could
offord to work them to death. (The movie “Gane With the
Wind™ cctually uses this ncw form to glorify the older
system by comparison). The President of the Board of
Inspectors of Convicts for the State of Alabama, R. W.
Dawson, discovered that in 1869 the death rote among leased
Alsbama Dlack convicts was 41 percent. Some restraints
were obviously necessary; Mississippl managed to reduce its
annunl death rate for lessed Black convicts between 1882
and 1887 to a mere 15 percent.’. Ovemnight prisons had
become the new slave quoarters for many New Afrikans.
Likewise, the Altikan prison struggle changed (rom a
struggle behind the walls of slave quarters to a strupgle
behind the walls of county workhouses, chain gang comps,
and the plontations and factories that used leased convicts as
slave laborers.

THE 20TH CENTURY
THROUGH WORLD WAR I

From 1910 through 1950, Blacks made up 23 to 34 percent
of the prisoners in the U.S. prison system.” hlost people,
conditioned by the prison movies *The Defiant Ones’
(staning Sidney Poitier, a Black, and Tony Curtis, n White),
ot "I Escaped Frous the Chain Gang’ (statring Paul Muni, a
White in an integrated chain gang), ot ‘Cool Hund Litke*
(starring Paul Newman, a White, in a Southern chain pang)

2



crioncously assume that earlies U.S. prison populations were
basically integrated. This is not so. The US, was & segro-
gated goclety prior to 1950, including the prisons; even the
nosthem ones, Roger Benton's 1936 averview of
Louislana’s Angols priscn and its bisjorical background
slates:

There were actually six camps 1 Angola,
five of which were composed of men and
cne for women. COzly in the women's
camp wese whites azd coloreds mixed,
‘Camps A, B, C, and D were all colored and
constituted by far ths bulk of the populs-
tion, furnlshing the state with ths chesp
ceavict labor 50 screly needed to ralss and
basvest the mammoth sugar cans crop
necessary o satisfy the hungry maws of
the gigantic and profitable grinding and
refining plant. Once you saw the operation
of the plany, the terrific busyness of
everybody during grinding time - ence you
learmed what the plam meant (o the state in
dollars and cents profit, you undesstood
why it was 50 easy to convict and imprisan
a Negeo in the South, and gained o new
urderstanding of the whale basis for the
bjugation af the Negrocs. Alihough
40 pescent of the entire population of
Louisiana at this time was colered, 83
percent of the prison population was meds
up of Negroes.”

Blacks were always, at least from the time of
Emaancipation, the majority populatioa in the soutkern state
prisons,” but elsewhere, the carly populations of the mors
well knuwn of “matnline* state and federal priscns — Atica,
Aubmwumm—mmmywm
and male, Whenever New Afsikans were sent to theso
“malating” prisons they found themselves groasly oulnum-
besed, relegated to the back of the lines, to sepasato lines, or
to no lines at all. They were aften dealed qutright what
meages amenities existed within the prisons. was
tampant. New Alrikans were racistly suppressed by both
White prisoness and guards. All of the guards wers White -
there were oo Black guands ur prison officials at the time.

In the period between the Civil War and World War
U, the forms of convict Labor spillcd over and intermingled
with “frec” Libor. Thus, we fied Virginia coavicts being
worked by a canal company. Tenncssee worked o pastafits
convicts within the prison walls, a part on farms, and the rest
were leased 10 railway companies and coal mines. Nosth
Caralina and South Carolina employed a portion of their
cunvicts within the walls, The rest were scattered under
various lessces. Much of the waneling of the Westem
Carolina Railsoad through the Blue Ridge was sccomplished
by convict labor. Georgia convicts were leased (o lumber
camps and brick yards. Alabama employed hess in railsoad
building, in miines and saw mills. Mississippi convicts wese

leased (o raitway contractors and planters. Until 1883, the
leasces of Teaas coavicts employed a poson nf{them ina
coiton mill and &t cther times within the wally of the penitea-
tlary end placed the remainder In railway construction”
camps. Arkansas convicts wers lest to plantation owners
azd coal ivers. In Florida, the majority of the convics
were leased to turpeatins farms - a smaller cumber were
employed in phosphats mizes.¥ )

Ths Afriken prisooers continued to stroggle behind
the walls of these scgregated coavict lease systems, county
workhouses, chaln gang camps, and stats aad federal prisons,
mwkmwﬁmhmwmmam
through World War IL. Inside corditions accurtely reflected
conditions in the larger society outsido the walls, except by

mmm&&mmmmwmw
mob's rope.

POST WORLD WAR I
TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA

Things began to change in the waks of World Wer 1L Four
factors flowing together ushered in these changes. They
were the ghetto population explosion, the drug influx, tha

emergencs of independent Afrikan nations, and the Clvil
Rights Movement.

8) End Racism, .
9) Self Determinaticn for the Black
Natica

Speeches were made by Damien of
Harlem's Boys Choir, Farrakban Muhammed
— ton of Dg, Kahiid, Phils Chionesu, Dr.
Josef Ben-Jochannan, Dr. Leonzrd Joffries,
Atomeys Malik Shabarzand Roger Wareham;
Emio Longwalker snd Wertior Woman,
Micister Conrsd Muhammed, Reverend Al
Sharpion, end others. Messages wers read
from varicus FR/POWs. Valentine, a specta-
tor and 23 yesr old member of the United
Blood Nation, said onc reasen he came was
“to show his crganizaticn had potitives™ and
“to bring understonding.™ Hewerearedand
white bandanna arcund his head to represent
his group, and a Miition Youth March dog
caltar eround his neck™ D Khalid
Muhammad's speech concluded the March au
which time, a palics helicopter buzzed low
over the dispersing crowd, sad a police
contingent rushed the stage to cut aff the
sound system. A meleo entued teaving ane

provocailons at its end, all of which fell shont
of their intended effect.

‘The New Afrikan struggle behied the
walls now follows the laws of its ovm
davetopment, paid for in its own blood,
intrinsically linked to the struggls of its own
people, and cootod deep ka the ebb snd flow of
its own history. “To know that histary is to atready know its
future development and direction. The times sro serlous.
Our youth, our women, and thereforo gur very survival asa
people are at stakn. We need coly, both Enside'dnd out, to

unite arcund s strugglo agenda, organize, and fight for it, and
we shall win without a doubt,

Sundiata Acoll 2
USP Allenwood
Whits Deer, PA
December 7, 1998 3.

My sincere appreciations 1o Zakiyyah Rashada,
Noncy Kurshan, Steve Whitman, Joan McCarty, and Walee

Shakur, for providing prison source data used in this writing. 4,

Any incosrect interpretations of the data are strictly mine.
Also my warm gratitude to Meumwa Imani for her typing,
cditing and kelpful suggestions in the updating of the
original versicn.

26

Sundiata: Artwark by Mary Paylo

FOOTNOTES

. D'shalom Stary Naticn, “The Failure of Prisons,” Prizon

Naws Service, Nov/Dec., 1991, PSC Publithers, P.O.
Box 5052, Sta. A, Toronto, Oatario, Canada, MSW
1W4; p.1.

Nancy Kurshan and Steve Whitman, Ungublished
manuscript, Chicago, I.; p3.

M. Bruce Franklin, Prison Literature in America, 1982,
Lawrence Hill & Co., 520 Riverside Ave., Westport, CT
06880, p. 133-134.

Amerisa, April 1988, Notional Council on Crime and
Deliguency, 77 Maiden Lane, 4tk FL., San Francisco,
CA. 94108, p.1.



contlnues to grow although tn May 1997, still impeisoned
Lasry Hoover and six assoclates were found guilty of
narcotic conspirecy.™

A shaky pesce malutatns between the Bloods snd
CRIP; desplis intermittent flare-ups and constact provoca-
tions by police to reignite the conflict. Gradzally, some
Blood and CRIP sets in tho West are changing thelr focus
and becoming mors involved in endesvors that cplift and
protect the New Afrikan community. The Bloods and CRIPs
Jolned tho armed contingent led by Dr. Khalld Mchammad
and Azroa Michaels of the New Black Panthers of Dallas,
Texas, which confronted the Klan demonstration In Jasper,
Texas following the brutal piek-up murder thero by Whits
racists of @ Black hitchhiker, James Byrd, Jr. Same Latin
King" sets in New York City are doing similar posltive work
for the Pussto Rican community which ia likely the main
reason for (s recent mass roundup and arvest of 94 Latin
Kings in New York. Latia Kings were In the sireets oo
Recisl Justice Day and took past in the takeover of the
Brookiyn's D-A. Office to demand fustice for the police
murders of Yeng Xin Huang and Anibal Cerssguiile. When
Francis Livotl, cop murderer of Anthony Bacz was sequitted
in 1996, the Latin Kings jotned other protesters in the Bront.
They were among the first on the trainto yn 83 nCWS
of the police mpeftoture of Abner Louima hit the streets.
Thelr leader, King Tons, ak.a, Anthony Pernandez, and a
Lailn King contingent marched in the October 22, 1997,
Natlona) Dxy of Protest Against Police Brutailty. ThoLatin
Kings also took past In the protest to demand a new trial for
death-row Political Prisooer Muomis Abu Jamal™ Similsr
positive results bave been ohtsined on occasions by The
Cods in their work with the Black street organizations of
Brooklyn and Qusens, Now York.

Over the last two decades, ths GD3 have grown to
roughly 30,000 members with GD Chaptess in about 35
states, primarily in the midwest,®? Tho Bloods have reached
New York Clty, and have sets in almost every state. They
becamno the first Black strect gang to spread coast to coast in
tboth streets snd prisons® Today thers are spproximately
235 sots of CRIPs in L.A. and the surronnding area. Reporte
edly, Gero aro CRIP eets In 17 etates and 36 cilles, including
New York. Government sources put thelr collective sumber
21 90,000, Sanyika Shakur asks rhetorically, “Had we not
begzn a3 predators of New Aftikans would wo kave been
allowed 10 tast this longT*® Of course not, and thelr loagev-
ity will have proven to be totally detrimental to the survival
of thelr people uxtess the street organizstions chengs from
being pat of Ge problem to part of the sotufion. So fir noos
have mado (ho change although It appears that the Latin
Kings and perhaps tho GDs have mads the greatest strides In
the right direction. ‘

‘The latter past of tho decade witnessed the Juno 17,
1997, release of BPP/BLA POW Geronimo Ji jaga afier 27
years of unfust imprisosment. He was me? with a tamuti-
ous welcome home from the mastes where cver be traveled
and hs confirmed their falth in him by immediately e
Immersing himself in the struggle for New Afrikan Indepen-

dence and liberation of alt oppressed peoples. In soliderity
with the uzprecedented gathering two years exrlier of more
than a miilion Black men at the Miilion Man March, tres
beroic grassroots sisters: Phile Chionesu, Asia Coney, and
Nadirsh Williams ssw their works and falth materfafize o
Octobér 23, 1997, when over a miillon Black women
pathered gt Philsdeipbia, Peansytvants, for the Million
Woman March. South Afriza's, Mother of the Struggie,
‘Winate Mands!s was the key noto speaker, along with the
Honorsbie Congresswoman Maxine Waters, and the Just
refessed POW, Geronimo.

Under POW Jalil Murtaqim's ovenall keadership,
the NALF in conjunction with Jericho $8 Organizing
Commiztee's Herman Ferguzon and Safiys Bukhari brought
the Jericho March (o fruition on March 27, 1998. i was the
first mational demonstration of its kind on beball of all PP/
POWs in the U.S. Thousands of peopls of all nxtionalities
from al) over the country converged in Washington, D.C., to
march from Malcolm X Park to the Whits Houss snd around
1t severs] times, calling for U.S. recognition of, and amnesty
for, all PR/POWS Incarcerated in the U.S. Gerontmo deliv-
ered the key poto sddress at (he main demonstration across
tho street In Lafayeits Park, Other notabls representatives of
the people’s struggio speaking at the cvent were Ramona
Afsica, Kathlcen Cleaver, Angela Daviz, Begjamin
Mubammad (formerly Bea Chavis), Denals Banks,
Alejandro Molina, Julls Wiigh?, Joscfina Rodrigacs, Alsn
Berkroan, All Bey Hassan, Chief Billy Tyak, La Tanya White
snd many more - each calling for tho release of all FR/POWs
from prison and &n end tn the U.S."s oppressive dominaticn
of tha poor and people of color.

On Scptember S, 1998, thousands of Black snd
other youths of color throughout ths country gathered at the
Milllon Youth Masch/Movement In Harlem, New York, and
Atlants, Ocorgla. The Million Youth Movement in Atlanta
was sponsared by Minister Louis Parrakhan of ths NO1,
Ewels] Mfume of the NAACP and Jesss Jackson of the
Raizbow Push Coalltion. The major thense was that Black
youth shoutd bo “God-centered™ in thelr preparations to take
the reigns of leadership in tic next century. The Milllon
Youth March in Harlerm was by De. Khatid
Muohammad of the New Black Panthers, Attomney Roger
“Warcham of the December 12th Movement, Attomnzy Mallk
Shabexs, sad Erica Ford of Tbe Code. The major theme
centrred around & Black youth “Strugglc Agenda™ for the
coming century, samely:

for the Black Natlon,
Freeing all PP/POWSs,
Control of the Polliics and Economies of cur Com-

muaities,

Bullding Independent Justituilons In cur Commual-
Ges,

Contro! of cur Cultural snd Intellectual

BEnd Police Brutality, Harassmint, and Murder of
Black People,

39 v sudz
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The Ghetto Population Explosion

Plentifil jobs during the war, conpled with a severs
shortage of Whits warkers, ceesed U.S. war industries to hire
New Afyikens in droves. Southern New Afrikans poured
north to fill these uoheard of job cpportunities, sod the
slready erowded ghetto populations mushroomed.

Drug Inflx

New Afrikan soldiers fought during the warto
preserve Baropean democracies. They retomned bome esger
to jo!n the fight 1o make segregated America democratic too.
But the US. had wimessed Marcus Gervey organize similar
sentlments following World War 1 into ans of the greatest
Black movements in the western hemisphere. This time the
U.S. was more prepared to contain the new and expected
New Afrikin assertivencss. Thelr weapon was “King
Heroln" The US. employed the services of the Mafla
during World Wer X1 to gather intelligence in Tialy to defest

Befere World War IT, Mussollnl embarked n 2
major campaign agatost tho Mafls which enraged the group's
leaders. Padtism was & big Mafia so it couldn't offord
enother Mafla to exist. Mussolini®s activities tumed Mafiosi
into vigorous satl-Fascists, and the American Governmenl
cooperated with the Mafia both in the United States and In
Sicily. In the eyes of many Sicilians, (he United States helped
restore the Mafia's tost power. The Americans had to win
the war, 50 they couldn't pay rmuch attention to these things.
“They thought ths Mafia could help them, and perhops they
did” sald Leonard Sclascia, peshops the best known living
Sicition sovellst and student of the Malia

Driring Werld War 11, the Office of Strateglc Service
(0SS), ikz forerunner of the Central Intelli-
genee Ageicy (CIA), helped to commute :
Lucky Loclino's sentence In federal prison and
arrange for his repatristion to Sieily. Luclano .
wunmag'ﬂ:s’tapdomlulhemﬂuynﬂlm"
and & leeding orpanizer of prostitution and e
drug trafficking. The OSS knew that Luciano
had excellent ties to ths Sicillan mafia and
wanted the support of that crganization for the
Allied landing In Sicily in 1943, When
Luciano 12ht the US,, numerous politicians snd
mafia dons were together at the Brooklyn
docks to wave him goodbye in what was the
first of mony occasions that international drug
dealers were recrulted by the U.S. government
to advance its foreign policy interests.' ~

After the war, In return for “services
rendered,” the U.S. 1ooked the other way os the
Mafia looded the majar U.S. ghettos with
heroin. Within six years afier World War 11,
due (o the Mafia’s marketing strategy, over

100,000 people were addicts, many of them
Black.”

The Emergence of
Independent Afrikan Nations

Afilkans from Afrika, having fought to save
Europeen independence, returned to the Afrikan continent
and began fighting for the independence of their own
colonized nations. Rather than fight losing Afrikan colonial
wars, most Europesn nations opted to grant “phased™
independence to thelr Afrikan colonies. The U.S. now faced
the prospect of thousands of Afrikan diplomatic personnel,
thelr staff, and families, coming 1o the U.N. and wandering
into a minefizld of racial incidents, particulesdy on state visits
to the rigidly eegregated D.C. capital. That alone could push
each newly emerging independent Afrikan nation into the
soclalist colamn, To ecunteract this possibility, the U.S.
decided to desegregato. As a result, on May 17, 1954, the
U.S. Supreme Court declared school segregation illegal.

In Its londmark Rrowm v, Board of Education case.
which heralded the beginning of the end of official segrego-
tion in the United States, the Supreme Court had been made
fully aware of the relations between Amerien’s domestic
policies and her forelgn policy interest by the {ederal

govemment's amlcus curlae (i.c., friend of the court) brief,
which read:

1t is In the context of the present world
struggle between freedom and tyranny that
the prodlem of recial discrimination must
be viewed . . . (for) discrimination agalnst
minority groups In the United Siates has an
adverse effect upon our relations with
other countries. Racial diserimination
furnishes grist for the communist propa-




ganda mills, and it raises
doubls even among

fricadly naticns as o the
inteasity of our devotion
to the democratic faith

Malcolm X provides
similar jnsight into the reasoning
behind the U.S. decision to
desegregate. During his February
16, 1968, apeech at Rochester, New
York’s Com Hill Methodist
Church, he said:

From 1954 t0 1964 can
casily be locked upon as
the era of the emerging
Aftican state. And as the
African state emerged...
what effect did it have on
the Black American?
When he saw the Black
man oa the [Alrican)
centinent taking a stand, it
mads him become filled
with the desire to also take a stand... Justas
[the U.S.] had to change their appoach
with the people on the African continent,
they also began to change thelr approach
with cur people on this continent. As they
used wkenism... on the African conti-
nent,.. they began to do the sams thing
with us here In the States... Tokenism...
Every move they made was s token
move... They came up with a Supreme
Coust desegregation decision that they
w into practice yet. Noteven in

L .l::uh less in Misslssippl,

Origin of the Civil Rights Movement

On December 1, 1955, Ms, Rosa Parks deficd
Moutgomery, Alabama’s bus segregation laws by refusing lo
give ket scat to a White maa. Her subsequeat asvest snd the
cnasuing mass bus boycott by the Monigomery New Afsikan
communlty kicked off the Civil Rights Movement. Martia
Wm!unmwwmm
was chosen to coordinate and lead this boycott primarily
becausc be was a now anival la town, Intclligent, respectsd,
and had not accumulated & list of grudge cremics as had the
old guard. His sclection for leadership catapulted bim upon
the stage of history, The 38) day boycott toppled
Montgomery's bus scgregation codes.

Reverend Joseph E. Lowery was past of 3 group of
yuung activist ministers who had begun to test segregated
1bli waepotion laws in addition 1 M. tin Luther ang,

Jr., and Robest Abemathy in Monigomery, Alsbama; Fred |
Shuttlesworth in Biamingham, Alabams; Theodoro {*T. 1.™)
Jemison in Baton Rouge, Loulsiena; and Chartes K. Steel in
Tallshassee, Florida. *The earfiest boycotts wers bn Bazon
Rouge and Thilahassee, but they were unsuccessfil,” ssys
Lowery. “We used to meet monthty in Mootgomery to shere
our pain..™ After the success of ths Mosatgomery bus
boycott, the ministers met in New Orleans in February 1957
ard fermed the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) with Martin Luther King, Jr., as its president aad
Lowery as vice prestdeat who King later nominated as
chairman of the board™ Months later, in 1957, Ghans
becamo tha first of & string of sub-Saharan Afrikgn nations to
be granted indecpendence, .

As rerthem discrimination, bulgleg ghetios, and the
drug Influx were setting off a riss in Now Afrikan numbers
behind the walls, Scuthern segregation, the emergence of
{ndopendent Afrikon nations, and the resulting Clvil Rights
Movement provided thass Increasing numbers with the
geacral political agenda: equality sod anti-discrimisation.

CIVIL RIGHTS THROUGH
THE BLACK POWER ERA

Religlous Struggles in Prison

Meaawhile, behind the walls, small segments of
New Afrikans began rejecting Westem Christianity; they
turned to Islom as preached by Elijoh Muhammad's Nation
of Islam (NOI) and Noble Drew Ali’s Muslim Science *
Tempie of Anetica (MST)  The NOT proached that Istam

riots, 28 in all, although most were whited-out of the news
media while scross the country, prison officials instituted a
nattonwide federal prisons lock down. The disparity in
crack/powider cocains senteacing laws remains to date; the
only change mads was tho remaval of the C-SPAN TV
channe) from afl federal pricons’ TVs.

Qnly two prison elemeats grew faster than ths
Afrikan prison population. Ous was the number of jobs (or
priscn guards™ and the other was prison slave labor indus-
tries.” A California guard with a high schao!l diploma makes
$44,000 after 7 years which Is more than tho stets pays its
PhD public aniversity Assoclats Professors and is $10,000
more than its average public school teacher's salary.™ The
cational rato for prisons s one guard for cach 4.38 prisan-
ers.™ mearing that each timp the stats locks up five new
prisoners, usually Black or others of cotor, they hire another’
prison guard, usually White, since most prisons are bailt in
depressed, rural White areas to provide jobs to poor, unem-
ployed White

After decades of the U.S. loudly sccusing China of
using prison tabor in their export products, the U.S. quictly
removed its ban sgaingt the sale of U.S. prison products to
the public. 12 sct off a stampede by Wall Street and private
corporations - Smith Baney, IBM, AT&T, TWA, Texss

shamelessly invest in prisans, set up slave labor factorics
prisons and to exploit every facet of the priton slave labor
tndustry for supes profits whils callously discarding civilian
workers for prison stave laborers.

From 1980 to 1994, priscaers incressed 221
percent, prison industries jumped an astonishing 358 percent,
sod prison sales skyrocketed from $392 milllon to $1.31
billion. By the year 2000, it Is predicted that 30 percent of
priscacrs (or $00,000) will be industry workers producing
$8.9 billion in goods aad services.®

Alihough crims kas been decreasing for S stealght

lant decads to an astonishing 1.75 million
sculs® - the majority of whom ase Black
period - not counting the 675,000 on parols
and the 3,400,000 on probation for a grand
sum of 6 million peopls under the jurisdic-
tion of the Crimins] “Justice™ System. The -
prisans/jails have been majority Black since -
1993 whea Blacks ascended to S5 percent.
Other priseners of color made up 18 pereent
and Whites shrunk to 27 percent of the
prizon population. There are now over 2
Blacks for cvery White prisoner,” and the
ratio increases dally.

The incarceration of women
continues to sccelenate. There ase aver
90,000 warnea in prison todsy, 54 perceat
are women of color and 90s percent of

wamen ia prison are single mothers. Upon imprisonment
they lose contact with their children, sometimes forever.
There aze 167,000 children ln the U.S. whase mothers are
incascersted ™

The tesm “crime™ has becoms a cods werd for
“Black and other peogla of color.™ The ery for “law and
arder,” *losk ‘em up and tuow away tho key,” snd for

" “hansher prisons”™ is heard everywhers, Nothing fs too crued

to b doas to prisoners. Controf units and control prisons
sbound scross ths landscapo and prison brutslity ard torture
is the order of the day. The “War on Drugs”continues apacs,
by nowtransparent to all as a “was, actually a pro-emptive
strike, oa peopls of color™ to knock oat our youth - our
warrior elass — and to decreass our bisth rats, destabilize
cur families, re-caslave us through mass imprisonment, and
ultimately to pliminato'us. Thé threat is sexicus and real. To
ignore it would be at our own peril.

Despitc government mass {imprisoament of cur
youth and cavenly fomenting deadly internecing wars among
Black strect gangs, tho abbormrence of the Afrikan commusity
aod persistent “Peacs Summits” sponsored by Afrikan
spiritual, community, and peison boaders have preduced.
somewhat positive, although checkered resulis. The Gang-
ster Disciples st Larry Hoover's direction, have struggled w
transform their image from a criminal organization to
formidabis organization for grassroots empowermest called
*“Growth and Development™ Throughout Chicago’s ghattoes
they have organized neighborhood cleanups and food drives
in which hundreds of bags of Cornish hens and coul food
dinners were given awsy to the poor. Thelr pelitical action
committze, 215t Centuzy, financed Chicago voter segistration
drives, conduciedigang “petce summits,” and held rallics in
support of heatth care seform that eventuslly won support
from the ghetto schools, churches, and community leaders
which gave them a measure of malustream political power.
Former GD “war counselor, Wallace “Qator” Bradicy ran
for Aldermen and lost both times, but in January 1994, he
was admitted to the Whits Houss with Jeass Jackson to speak
with Clinton about “combating erime.” The GD's pawer




end up la the Pederal system? Why s i1 they end
up with these 5-year minlmum mandatory, up o 10
years mandatory sentences? Why can you pot get
the big guys?

They szy: We beliove there is a conspiracy. Thisis
what mothers In these communitics say. We be-
{leve there is a conspiracy apainst our children and
agairat our communitics. They do not undesstand
it whea policymakers get up and say, OB, it is ot
Interdiction that we should be concerned sbout. As
long as there Is & desiro for drugs, they ase going to
contizue to fiow and what we have got todo Is Just
concentrate on telling them, Just say ro.

They say: Ms. Waters, we do oot understand that
and we do not know why a first-time offender, who
happeas to bs black or Latino, ends up witha S-
year sealesce. And why is the Federal Government
targeting our comsmunitics? They are targeting our
communities and they sre not targeting whits com-
muniies who are the major drug sbuscrs. They arc
targeting our communities from the Federa! lavel.
Thus, our kids go Into tho Federal system snd the
whites, who are drug abusers and traffickers, go Into
the Swte systems. They get off with their fancy
lawyers with probation, with 1 year, with no time,
and our kids erc focked up.

M. Chalrman, (o those of my colleapues who say,
Well, we know It I3 unfalr, but just keep letting it
g0 on for o whils and we will 1ake a Jook st it, are
they out of theiy minds? {ow can they stand on the

floor of Congress pretending to support a Constitu-
tion and a democracy and say, “We know it is oot
falr, but Just Izt it continye snd we may take en-
other look at K7

When 1 give them the fects and they know them o
be true, snd I will soy itagain. In Los Angeles, the
U.S, District Court proseculed no whites, rone, for
crack offensss between 1988 and 1994, And my
collesgues tell me that they think it may be applied
unequally? This is despite tho fact that two-thirds
of those who have tried crack sre whiic and over
oae-half of crack regular users are white. Thisiss
falrness issus and it is a race issue.

M. Chairman, I do 102 core bow they try andpaint
it 1 do not care what they say. This is patently
unfals. Itis blatant and my colleagues cught to be
ashamed of themselves. 1t is racigt, because their
fittle while sons arc not getting caught up in the
system. They ore not targeted. Our children are.

Mr. Chairman, they sre going into the Federal sys-
tem with mandatory seatences and itis arace kssuz.
It 18 o racist pollcy.

Despite the best arguments and passiogate pleas of
CBC membcers Waters, Jackson-Leo, Conyers, Watts, Fattah,
Flukes, Lewis, Mfume, Payne, Rush, Stokes, Scott and
similar speeches by ron-CBC members Cloyton, Baoker,

Frank, Schroeder and Trafi the Congress voted 316 to
96 (o continuc the same mn ol dhpully between crack and
powder i ly. prison exploded in
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was the true religion of Black people, that Blacks were the
original people on earth, and that Blacks in America were s
nation areding land and independence. The MST presched
that the Asiatic Black peopls in America must proclaim their
nationality &3 mxembers of the ancient Moors of Northern
Africa. These new religions produced significant success
rates in helping New Afrikan prisoners rehabilitate them-
selves by imtilling them wiih a newfound sense of pride,

moved forthwith to suppress these religions, and many estly
Muslims were viciously persecuied, besten, and even killed
for practicing thelr beliefs. Thz Muslims fought back
ficreely.

Civil Rights Struggles in Prison

Like Amzrican soclety, the prisons were rigidly
scgregated. New Afrikans were relegated to perform the
heaviest and distieat jobs — farm work, lasndry work,
dishwashing, garbage disposal — and were restricted from
Jobs as clerks, straw bosses, electricians, or any position
traditionzlly reserved for White prisoners. Similst discrimi-
natory rulss applied to all other areas of prison life, New
Afrikans sere restricted to live In certain cell blocks or tiers,
et In certain sreas of tho mess hall, and sit in the back a1 the
movies, TV room, sad other recreational facillties,

front seats at the movies, mess ball, or TV arcas — and more
than a fow died from shanks in the back, Others gavoes
good 23 they got, and better, Addltlonally, New Afrikans
began coatesting diseriminatory job and housing policies and
other biased conditions. Many wero set up for attsck and

sent to the holo for years, or worse, Thoso who were vicwed
83 leaders wero dealt with most harshiy, Most of thls
vidmaamﬁmplmoﬂldﬂandm_pm

Lunch counter sit-in in Jachson, Mississippi

Arrest of Dr Martin Luther King in Mo:ugcnmy, Alabama,
September 1958,

protecting their privileged postiions; other violence came
from New Afrikans and Mustims protecting thelr lives,
taking stands sad fighting back. From these silent, unher
alded battles egainst racial and religious discrimination in
prisozs emerged the New Afrikan Uiberatlon struggto behind
the walls during the *50 Civi} Rights era. Eventually ths
couwts, influenced by the “equality/antl-discrimination™
aspect of the Civil Rights Movement, would rule that prtsom
must recognlza ths Muslims® religion on an “equal” focting
with other accepted religions, snd that prison reclal discriml-
nation codes must be cutlawed.

BLACK POWER THROUGH
THE BLACK LIBERATION ERA

As the Civil Rights Movement sdvanced Iato the

*603, New Afrikan collcgs students waded lnto tho strugglo
with innovative luach counter sit-Inz, freedom rides, and
votez registration projects. On Apsil 15, 1960, a studant
conference was called uader the anspices of Ms. Ells Baker,
a ficld worker for ke SCLC. The Student Noaviolent
Coordinating Committes (SNCC) was formed during this
period to coordinato and instruct stodent volunteers in
noaviclent methods of erganiring voter reglstratiod projects
and other Clvil Rights work.” These encrgetic young
students, and tha youth in general, served as ths foot soldlers
of the Movemeat. Tuey provided indispensabla seevices,
support, and protectioa to local community lezders such as
Fannio Lou Hamer, Ella Baker, Septima Clark, Bob Moses,
Amzis Moore, Dalsy Bates, end othes herolnes and heroes of
ths Civil Rights Movement. Although they met with
measured success, Whito racist atroclties mounted dnlly on
defenseless Civil Rights workers.

Young Now Afrikans in general begon to grow
increasingly disenchanted with the nonvliolent philosophy of
Maztin Luther King. Many began to look increasingly
toward Maleolm X, the fiery young minister of NOI Temple
No. 7 in Harlem, New York. He called for “self defense,
freedom by any means necessary, and land and indepen-
dence.” As Malcolm Little, he had beeh introduced to the
NOI docirine while imprisoned in Massachusetts. Upon




release he Uraveled to Detroit to meet Elijah Muhammad,
convested to Islam, and was given the sumame “X” 1o
teplace his discarded slavemaster's name. The “X* symbal-
t2ed his original surname lost to histosy when his foreparents
were kidnspped from Afrika, stripped of their asmes,
language, and jdentity, and enslaved in the Americas. As
Malcolm X ho becams one of Elijah Muhammad®s most
dedicated discipies, and ruse to National Minister and
spokesperzon for the NOL His keen intellect, uncomruptable
integrity, staunch courage, cloar resozant oratory, sherp
debating skills, and superb organtzing abilities soon brought
the NOI to a position of prominencs within the Black ghetio
colonies acyoss the US.

Origin of the Revolutionary Action Movement

During the fall of 1961, an off casmpus chapter of
the Studeats for a Democratic Society (SDS) formed at
Qhio's Central Stats Coilege, called Challenge. Challenge
was a black radical formation having zio basic tdeclogy. Part
of iis membership was students who had been expelled from
southem schools for sit-in demonstrations; students who had
taken freedom rides and students from the rorth, some of
whom had beea members of the NOI and Afrikan nationalist
organizations.

cmphasls
students’ rights on campus and
bringing s Black political awsrencss
ta the student body. In the year long
bitle with the college’s administra~
tion aver student rights, members of
Challenge became more tadicalized,
Chailenge members attended student
conferences In the south and particle
pated in demonstrations In the acrth.
Donald Freeman, & Black student at
Ohio’s Cass Western Rezerve Coltegs
malntalned comrespondencs with
Challengo's cadre who discussed the
idcological aspocts of tha civil rights
movement,

In the Spring of 1962,
Studies on tha Lefi, a radical quar-
terly, published Herold Cruse's anicte

letter to Challenge cadre telling them
to sericusly study the anticle. He also
said Black radicals elsewhero were
studying the anticte and that a
[ had to be d in the
north similar to the NOL, osing the
tactics of SNCC but outside of the
NAACP and CORE.

After much discussion, the
cadre decided to form a brozd

ment at Central State. Mectings wese held with representa-
tives from esch class, fratemitics and sorarities. A slate was
drafied and & nams for the party was selected. It was called
RAM, later to be known as the Revolutionary Action
Movement.

The Challeage cadre met and decided to dissolve
irsclf into RAM and become the RAM leadership. RAM
wan all student goverument offices. After the election, the
inner RAM core discussed what to do pext. Somo said that
all that could be done st Central Stats had already occurred,
while others disagreed. Scms of the innes care decided to
stay at Central State and run the student govertunent, while a
few decided to return to theis communities and attempt to
crganize arcund Freeman's basic outline. Two of the
returning students were Wanda Marshall and Max Stanford,
now named Akbar Muhsmmad Akmad, who traasplanted
RAM from Cleveland to the ghestoes of Philadelphia, New
York, and cther usban areas.®

The March on Washington
1n 1963, Malcolm X openly called the March on

Washington a farce. He eaplained that the desire for a mass
march ¢n tha nation's capital criginally sprang from the

voaliilan to 1ake aver student govern-

Malcoln X with two of is daughters, 1964.

Notes from a New
| Afrikan POW.

dJournal

political and firancial support to FP/POWs of all
mmmmw “The pestod also witneased the resprosting of
Black revolutionery organizations patterned after the BPP -
the Biack Panther Collective, the Black Panther Soctal
Commitice, the New Black Penthers, and the Bleck Panther
Millila - along with the NOI's Minister Louls Famrskhan's
emergence at the Octaber 16, 1995 Million Man March
(MMM) in Washington, D.C., as aa undeniskie force on the

Now Afiiksn, Istemic and world stage. In the ricgntime, the

U.S. moved further to the right with the passage of a series

of racist, anti-worker tegislation. The governntiat passed the
INAFTA bill to legitimizs the private corporations® policy of

seading U.S. jobs overeas. Califomia passed Proposition

tion but failed to pass. The Federal government killed Black

voting districts and passod Clinton's Omnibus Crime Bill
which greatly increased the number of crims statutes, death
penalty statutes, policemen
of color; youths tried as adults; 3-strike convictions, and
prison expansion

projects.
The so-called “Wer on Drugs™ sent Blecks and other

pecple of color, more commonty associated with crack

cocaine, to prison n droves while allowing White offenders
to go free. Five grams of crack werth a fow hundred dollars

is punishable by & mandatory S-ycar prison seatence, but it

and srmaments; arvest of people

takes $00 grams, or $50,000 worth of powdered cocaine,
more commonly associated with wealthier Whites, before
facing the same 5 years. In the mid *903, 1600 people were
wmwmaﬁwﬂ.mmwn(murmdmu
Black or Latinn,® with the rate of Afrikan women imprison-
ment growing faster than that of Afrikan mea®

Blacks were 90 perceat of the federal crack convic-

_tions (01994 The normal assumption follows that Blacks
¢ ara the majority of crack users. Wrong! Whites are the
" * majority of crack uscss™ but weze Less than 4 percent of the

crack convictions™ and zo White person had been convicted
of a feders! exack offents in the Los Angeles area since
193567 nor ever ta Chicago, Mismi, Denver, or 16 stazes
acconding to a 1992 curvey.” As a result, there arc now mome
Mﬂnmhwﬁuhhwulmdms

" Afikan men aged 20 1029 aro in priscn, Jail, or on probation

or parale™ Most of the convictions were obtainod by an
Informamt’s tainted testimony only, 8o herd evideace, in
exckengs for the informant’s freedom from prosacution of

Afiey lobbying Congress for a few years, Familics
(FAM;D.lpubalnmly

nureerous White offeaders from tong prison seateaces.

Blacks and other priscners of color patiently waited
lwllud!umumutobemndommemdhg:ﬁty I
between crack and powdered cocaine sentences. Scvero
years passed before the answer cams during a 1995 C-SPAN
TV live broadeast of the Congressional sessicn debaling the
disparity in sentencing. Congressional Bleck Caucus (CBC)
member, Maxine Waters' summation speech, typical of those
made by Congresspersans in favor of comecting the dispar-
ity, follows:

Mr. Chairman, we have been before this body this
evening poiating cut the disparity, polating out the
inequality, palmting out the injustico of ths system
a3 it operates now. 1 am susprised &t much of the
rhetoric and ail af thase so-called conversations that
myfﬁendlonmahﬂ'sideoﬂhcphhhlnb&ﬂ
having inminority communities. 1am glad toknow
that my colleagues are going there. 1om glad to
krow that they are communicating. Buhmﬂyll
my collzagues what the mothers in my community
say where 1live.

say: Ms. Waters, why do they not get the big
mdnyl;s? Whuislhis:'mimthuﬂnh?l
stopped resources going to interdiction? vmyu.n
targe amounts of drugs keep flowing into inper cit-
fes? Whaedolhcyme&mmdwhydo.ng
ﬂwymﬂmmlaimmmmmqu
19-year-alds who wander cut inlc the mumiy
and get o few rock crack cocaine. Why is it they
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an uneasy peace prevailed between the followers of Shabazz,
who enained control of Newark’s NO1 Temple No. 25, and
the follower * the NWI1 who sought to gain contrel of it

hucauwhile, Al Hassan ; abilshed a book titled
Uncle Yah Yah and fan ths NWI from his prisca cell. Along
with the more established and influentisl NOL, ths taflvence
of the NWI1 spread throughoxt the New Jersey state priscn
system and the metropolitan Jersoy ghettos. The NW1began
setting up food co-ops, barbershops, houses to teach Islam,
and prinfing presses; and purchased lazd in South Carolina,
all in furtherance of creating an independeat Black Nation.™

James Meredith was shot on Junc 6, 1966, whils on
his march against fear in Mississippl. A clvil rights group
decided to complete the march. Ono night durlng tbs
march's rally, SNCC organtzer, Willie Ricks (Mukassa™)
raised the cry of Black Power. Stokely Camichael, SNCC
Chairman repeated the slogan the next night at's mass raily
Mumealukhwmvmheambmupmm
uy.

THE BLACK LIBERATION ERA

Black Panthers Usher in
the Black Liberation Movement

Midstride the *60s, on February 21, 1965, Malcolm
was assassinated, but his star continucd to sise and his seeds
fell on festile scil. The following years, October 1966, in
Qakland, Catifornia, Huey P. Newton and a hand{ul of armed
youths foucded the Black Panther Pasty for Self Defense on
grinciples that Malcolm had preached — and the Black
Liberation Movement (BLM) was bora.

Subsequently the name was shortened to the Black

Paather Party (BPP) and a 10 point program was created
which stated:

1) We want freedom. We want power to determico the
destiny of our Black community.

2) Wewant full eployment for our

3) We wantan end to the robbery by ths CAPITALIST
cf cur Black community.

4) We want decent bousing, fit for the shelier of buman
beings.

5) We want education for our peoplo that exposes the
true nature of this decadent American society. *We
want cducation that tesches us cur true bistory snd
cur role in tho preseat day society.

6) We want all Black men to be exempt from military
service.

7) We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY
and MURDER of Black people.

8) We want freedom for all Black men held in fedenal,
slate, county and city prisons and jails.

9) We want all Bleck people whea brought to trial to be
tried in court by a Jury of their peer group o people
from their black communities, as defined by the
Constituticn of the Uaited States.

10) We want lard, bread, housing, educatien, clothing,
Jjustice and peace. And as our major political
cbjective, & United Nations supervised plebiscits to
ba held throughout the Black cclony in which anly
Black colonial subjects will be altowed to panicipate,
for the puspose of determining the will of Black
peaple as to their pational destiny.

The Panthers established

leven of the New York Panther 21, Scated, left to right: Kinshasa, Sundiata Accli, Jean

Bind, Michael “Cetewayo™ Tabor, Ali Bey Hassan, Robert Collier, and Lumunba Shakax
Standing, lcfi 10 rit: Kataria, Baba Odinga, Shaba-Um, and Curtis Powell.

numercus programs (o serve
the Oakland ghetio — lree
breakfasts for children, free
health care, fice day-care, and
_ fres political education classes.
- The program that dvated the
ghetio’s attention was their
campaign to "siop polics
murder and brutality of
Blacks.” Husy, s community
college pre-law student,
discovered that it was legal for
cltizens to opealy earry arms in
California. With that assar-
ance (he Bleck Panther Pasty
bogan anmed car patrols of the
police cruisers that patrelled
Oaklsnd's Black colony.
‘Whea a cruiser stopped to
make an amest, the Panther cas
stopped. They fanned out
around e scens, arms at the
teady, and ebscrved, tape

Alrikan and Third World people. “The CIA fiooded South
mmmmmwwmm
hwoﬂuidllmvcaﬂmmvblmmm
mpﬂdmmmm&hdmmmhm.

Like the CRIP3, the Bloods were initlally influcnced
by the Black Penther Party, but with the deluga of CIA-
Contra crack and guas into South Central, and with ro
mmmmmmmwm
paih of feast sesistance. Using their statewide network,
socks, firepower, and Blood rap videos snd tapes, they
smmmmmgumusm
small®

The Reagan 803 also brought about tha rebinth and
reestabliskment of the NOT under the leadership of Minister
Louis Forrakhan, the rapprochement with the Soviet Unlon, &
number of New Afikan POWs adoptizg orthodox Islam in
wummuu«mw&
WMMNWWW‘:
mmmmwmt«mm
WWWMMK
Grassroois Movement (MXGM), the New Orlesns assassina-
tion of Lumamba Shakur of the Panther 21, &nd &n upsurge
in mass palitical demonutratioes known as the “Days of
w‘h&w?o&dquhw
12th Movement and others.

Tho ead of the decade brought the death of Hucy P
Newton, founder of tho Black Panther Party, sllegedly killed
by a young Black Guerilla Family sdhereat 0o Aogust 22,
1989, during a dispute over “crack.” Huey taught the Black
masses sociallem and populasized It through thaslogen
“Power to the Peopls!™ Ho armed the Black struggls sad

1t through the slogan “Pelitical Power grows cut
of the basrel of a gun.™ For that, and despite bis buman
shortcomings, be was a tree giant of the Block struggls,
because his particutar contribation is tothatof
other modern day giants, Mascus Garvey, Elijah Muharamad,

Malcolm X, and Martin Luther

on Juns 30, 1989, topped
613m0.mlwedihle372.0°°
Izcrease in less than a decade,
causing the tripling and doubling
of prison populatios in 34 states,
and sizabls increnses in most
others.8 New Yerk City prisons
became s0 overcrowded they
began using ships as jails.
.mmmnmmrma:im
Secretasy of Educatica
so-colled Drug Czas, snnounced
plans to convert closed militasy
bases into concentration camps.

ement rates coninued unsbated. The new prisoners were
ymmgu.mvehlil:.wltb!ongprhoammandm
overwhelmingly of New Afrikan and Third World nationali-
Miwﬁhgwmmmbelngwu
increasing rates. Thcirpaeemngco(mewismpnpnhﬂo:
metoSpamHnl%Ofmulowoﬂpaumhlmo.
WMmﬁanumanMammuln
mwmmmmmmw
that of Blacks in Scuth Africa. ln(m:t.|l@sz=|g=s.leu:.kg "
impdwmaumcwamwlhehlw world, S wi
knlimuumymxhuwumlmmdp«lm
population®

THE '90s AND BEYOND

Asweugmwmvewwcm(hﬂkw
Afrikan liberotion struggle behind the walls found ltself
coalescing around campaigns to free political prisoners and
pmmorw.mmmw-mmmrow
arganlzation, strengthening its links on the domestic front,
and buitding solidarity in the international areas. 1991
brought the collapsc of the Soviet Unicn and the end of the
Cold Waz, It freed many of the CIA's Eastem Europe
personnel Iambymtbaﬁmmneﬁﬂwfmmmc
domestic war against people of color. In the same manner
that COINTELPRO techniques developed inths
mmmmnimuuwuddwvammm
against the Communist Party-USA, SCLC, SNCC, BFF,
NOI, RNA, and other domestic movemeals; repatriated CIA
opentives used desubilization techniques developed in
Bastern Eurape, South Africa, Southeast Asia, ¢t }9 wreak
havoe in New Afrikan and other domestic communitics of
calor today.

Ayllhough the cstablished media concentrated on the
sensationalism of ghetto crack epidemics, street crime, dsive-

20



in the fustherance of creating sn independent Black Nation,
All defendants were convicted and sent behind ths walls.
Tha '80s brought another round of BLA freedom
fighters behind walls — Basheer Hameed and Abdul Majid
in '80s; Sckoa Odings, Kuwasi Balagoon, Chiul Ferguson-El,
Jamal Josephs again, Mutulu Shakuz, and numerous BLA
Multinational Task Force supposters in *81; and Terry Khalid
Long, Ojore Lotalo, snd otkiees tn *82. The govermment's
sweep left Miysrl Sundista dead, Kowas! Balsgoon subso-
quently desd in prison from AIDS, and Sekou Odinga
brutally tostured upon cxpture, torture that Incloded pulling
cut his toezalls and rupturing bis pancreas during long
sadistic bestings that left him haspitalized for six months.
But this second rozsd of exptared BLA freedom
ghices brought footh, peshaps for the firss time, 8 bittery of
ymn;.puﬂﬂnﬂymeAMhnllwm—Chkwe
Lumumba, Jiil Soffiysh Elijah, Nkechi Thifa, Adjoa
Alyeioro, Ashanti Chimurenga, Michael Tarlf Warren,
Evelyn Willlams, Joan Gibbs, Fiorence Morgan, and others.

whldmdm&ammwdmﬂwm
liberation struggle behind the walls.

The decads also brought behind the walls Mumia
Abu-§amal, the widely respected radlo an-
nouncer, populaty known as the “Voize of the Volceless.”

He malintained a steady drumbest of radio support for
MOVE prisoners. He was driving his cab on ths night of
December 9, 1961, when ke bappened to spot a policeman
beating his younger brother.

Mumls stopped, got out of his cab and was shot and
seriously wounded; the policeman was killed. Mumia sow
sits on deoth row In greatest nced of mass support from every
secior, if he's to be saved from the state’s electric chals.®

Kazi Toure of e Unlted Freedom Front (UFF) was

Mumh Abu-!amnl
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sent behind the walls in 1982, Ho was released In 1991, In
1983, ths United States Penitentiary (USF) at Marion,
1itinols, was permanently locked dowa, and the extire prison
was converted into one huge control unit makiog it tho
nation's first control prison. The concept would spresd
across country in the next deceds,

The New York 8 — Coltrane Chimrenga, Viola
Plumamtr and her son Rodert “R.T.” Taylor, Roger Waretam,
Omowale Clay, Lateefoh Carter, Colettn Pean, and Yveits
Kelly — were ezvested an October 17, 1984, and charged
with cozspiring to commit prison breakouts and anzed
robberies, and to possess wespons and explosives. However
the New York 8 were actually the New York 8 + because
ancther 8 or 9 persons were jatled as prand fury resisters in
connection with the case. The New York 8 wese ssquitted on
August 5, 1988.

That same year Remsona Africa joined other MOVE
comrades already behind the walls. Her only crimo was that
ths survived Philadelphia Mayor Goodz®s May 13, 1985,
bombing which cremated 11 MOVE memben, Including
their bables, familles, home, and neighborbood.

The following year, November 19, 1986, 8 20 year
old Brenx, New York, youth, Larry Davis, now Adam Abdul
Hakeem, would maks a dramatic escape during a shootout
with police who had come to sszasaingie him for absconding
with their drug sales roney. Several policemen were
woundad in the shoot cut. Adam escaped unseathed but
surrendered weeks later i the presence of the medis, his
family, and a mass of neighborhood supporters. After
numercus charges, trials, and scquittals in which be exposed
ths existence of a New York police controlled drug ring that
coerced Black and Puerto Rican youths to push police
supplied drugs, hs was sest behind e walls ca wespon
possession convictlons. Since Incarcenation, numerous
beatings by guards have paralyzed him from the walst down
ond confined bim (o a wheelchalr,

On July 16, 1987, Abdul Haqq Mohammad, Arthur
Majecd Bames, and Robert “R.T.” Taylor, all members of the
Black Men's Movement Agsinn Crack, were palled over by
stoto troopers In upstate New York, amrested, and pubse-
quently sent to prison on s variety of wetpon poasesston
convictions. memmmmm
the streets and tha struggle.

llumnFaxmuGSywso!dwlmuﬂly
returmed to the U.S. on April 6, 1989, after 20 year's exile in
Ghana, Afrika, and Guyana, South Amesica. He hed (led the
U.S. during the lats "60s after the appeal was denled on his
sentence of 3172 to 7 years following a conviction for
conspiring to murder Civil Rights leaders. Upon retum he
was arrested ot the afrport and was moved corstantly from
prison to prison for severnl years as a form of barsssment.
Only after serving his full sentonce waa he released back into
ho streets where hie continues the struggle for Afrikan
liberetion.

The 802 brought the Reagan era’s rollback of
progressive trends on a wide front amd a steep rise In racist
incidents, White vigilontism and police murder of New

recorded, and recommended a lawyer to the arrest victim. ll
didn't take long for the police to retaliste. They confi

to provide community control of schools, tenant control of
slum housing, free breakfost for schoot children, free health,
day-care, and legal clinlcs, and free political education
closses for the community. They also initiated campaigns to
drive dope pushers and drugs from the community, and
campaigns to stop police murder and hrutaity of Blacks. As
they went idout the community orgenizing these varfous
programs they were frequently confronted, attacked, or
arrested by the police, and some were even killed during
thess encounters.,

Other revolutionary orgenizers suffered simitar
entropments. The Revolutionary Action Movement's (RAM)
Herman Fesguson and Max Stamford were arresied in 1967
on spurious charges of conspiring to kill civil rights leaders.
In the same yeer Amiri Baraka a.k.0.. LeRoi Jones (the poet
ond playwright) was d for inn
van during the Newark rints and did a tme! mm in Trenton
State Prison until a successful appeal overtumed his convic-
tlon. SNCC's Rap Brown, Stokely Carmichsel, and other
orators were constantly threatened or charged with “inciting
to riot” as they crisscrossed the country speaking to mass
sudiences. Conpress passed so-calied “Rap Brown” laws to
deter speakers from crossing state lines to address mass
audiences lest a disturbance break out Ieaving them vulner-
oble to federal charges and imprisonment. And numerous
revolutionary organiters and arntors were belag imprisoned.

This initial flow of revolutionaries into the jails and
ptisons began to spread a revolutionary nationalist hue
through New Afrikans behind the walls. New Afrikan
prisoners were olso influenced by the domestic revolutionary
atmosphere and the liberation struggles in Afrika, Asia, and
South America. Small groups began studying on their own,

Hucy tate ano night near his home. Gunfire erupted, leaving
Huzy critically wournded, o policeman decd and another
wounded. The Panthers and the Oakland/Bay community
responded with & massive campaign to save Huey from the
gos chamber. The California Senate began a hearing to
rescind the law permiiting citizens to opénly catry arms
within clty limits. The Panthers staged an armed demonstra-
tion duting the hearing ot the Sacramento Capitol to protest
the Senate’s action, which galned national publicity.™ That
publicity, together with the Paathers® philosophy of revolu-
tionary notlonalism, self defense, and the *Free Huey™
campaign, catapulted the BPP to natisnwide prominence.

But ot without cost. On August 25,1967, J. Edgar
Hoover issuzd his infamous Counter Intelligence Program
(COINTELPRO) dum which di d the FBI (and
1ocal police officisls) to disrupt specified Black orgonizations
and nzutralize their leaders 5o ot o prevent “the risc of o
Black messioh.”

Attacks Incrensc on Revolutionaries

The Panthers rolled eastward, establishing offices in
cach ma}or northern ghcno As they weal, they set up
tevol Y prog ineach cc

y that were geared

or in collectives, the works of Molcolm X, Huzy P. Newton,
The Dlack Panther newspaper, The Mililant newspaper,
contemporery aational tiberation struggle learders Kwame
Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta, Frantz Fanon, Che Guevara, Fidel
Castra, Ho Chi Minh, and Mzo Tse-tung, plus Marx, Lenin,
2nd Bokunin too, Increasing numbers of New Afrikch end
Third World prisoners b more jous of national
liberation politics. The percentages of New Afrikan and
Thlld Woﬂd prisoncrs | d while the ber of White
d throughout U.S. ptisons. Under this
omlnught of rising nati a1 liberation consc
incrensed percentages of New Afrikan and Thlrd World
prisoncrs, end decreased numbers of White prisoners, the 1ast
of the prisons® ovest segregation policics fell by the wayside.

The New Alriknn Independence Movement

The sceds of Malcolm took fusthers root on March
29, 1968. On that date the Provisional Government of the
Republic of New Aftika (RNA) was foundcd at a convention
held at the Black-owned Twenty Grand Muatel in Detroit.
Over 500 grassrnnts activists came topether toitsue a
Declaration of Independeme on bohalf of the oppressed
Diack Nation inside Nosth America, aind the New Afrikan
Independence Movement (NATM) was bom ® Since then
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Blacks desiring an indcpendent Black Nation bave refesred
to themselves and other Blacks in the U.S, as New Afrikans.

That same month,, Mareh '68, dusing Martin Luther
King'smx:hmucmphk.wyyyoumsummusoﬂh
masch broke away and began breaking store windgws,
looting, and fisebombing, A 16-year-ald-boy was killed and
50 people were injured in the uing violeaca¥ Thig lefy
Mastin profoundly shaken and questioning whether his
philosophy was utill ablc to kold the youth to & nonviolent
commitment. On April 4th he returned to Memphis, seeking
the answer through one more march, and found an assassin's
bulter. Ghumuplodedinﬂamommumm
the face of America. The philasophy of Black Liberation
Suiged to ths forefront among the youth,

But not the youth alons. Following a series of
police provocations in Cleveland, on fuly 23, 1968, New
Libya Movement activists there set an ambush that kiited
several palicemen. A “fortyish™ Ahmed Evans was con-
victed of the kitlings and.died in prisan ten years lates of
“cancer.” !

Mote CIA dape surged into the gheuns from the
Golden Triangle of Southeast Asia. Revolutionaries stepped
up their organizing activitics on both sides of the walls..

Behind the walls the New Afrikan percentage steadity
increased.

‘The Street Gangs

Thege w:nuwmnuhck.Whhc,PwtoRkuMAshn
slect organizations, i.e..“mp."iuNchntkﬁtydutins
the 19505, Amongmsmmmwﬁnunh:kmwcl
the era, wese the Chaplaing, Bishops, Sinners, and Corsair
Losds; also there was the cqually vialent Puerto Ricsn
Deagons. All wmedngainslea:hmhuuxdcdmmxhu
crosscd their paths,

By tho 19603, the post- Wosld War 1l heroin influx
had taken its toll, MnuorlheNewYmknmmhded
away. Their youthful members hod succumbed to drugs,
dmm@@byomwmmm
activities in order to pursua full time criminal actlvities to
feed their drug habit or wers in prison because &f drug-crime
activities or youth 8ang assoults and

1 ba Shakur, warl d of the Bishops and
Sckou Odinga, leader of the Sinners, were two such youths
who had been sent 1o the seformatery for

youth gang
assaults. They 8raduated up through the “Gladiator Prisons™
~~ Woodbum and C k — 1o mainli Attica, begy

oliticized by the stark bryta) racism in cach prison and ag
age 21 were spit back upon the streets, Whea ths Panthers
teached the cast coast in 1968, Lumumba and Sckou were

and later ransfesred 10 Marlem to co-hiead it with his
boyhued pal, Lumumb,

Origin of the Gangster Disciples Street Gung

1

Tho Gangster Disciples were founded In the 19605

David® Them'smmwulnudanpdm'mﬁ
Gmabhdp!u'mdluunmmcmmwﬁlhmndm
“Guauukkdp!sg"wlhplyu"ﬁb." Its gazg colers ere
blus and black ®

Thio body of Fred Hampton. Decersber 4, 196
COINTELPRO Attacks

hlmmmmwummﬂm
the Black Liberution Movement in earnest, 1t began with the
mnumulofLumuthhakurmdﬂ:sNewakW
21. hfouowedwhhnmiacfmmwymaunhck

that the police cease fire, Fortunately Ceranimo Ji-Jaga,
decorated Vietnam vet, had easlier fostified the office to
wllhsuudnnmh.mdmhmhmmwmjm
Howevet, repescussions from ths outcoms eventually drove
bim underground. The widespread attacks left Panthess dead
mmmm_wmmmmnmm
Carter, John Huggins, John Savage, Walter Toure Pope,
nwwm:..smm&mwm*m
Fred Bennett, James Curr, Larry Robescn, Jobn Savage,
Spurgeon “Jake" Winters, Alex Rackley, Arthur Morris,
Steve Bartholemew, Roben Lawrence, Tommy Lewls,
Nathaniel Clark, Welton Armstead, Sidrey Miller, Sterling
Joncs, Babatuade Omawali, Samuel Napier, Harold Russle,
and Robent Webb™ amang others. In the three years after J.
Edgar livoves's infamous COINTELPRO memorendum, 31

‘Third, it broadened the scape of the prison move-
ment to the international arena by producing the initial
presentation of the U.S. politicel prisoner and priscner of war
(PP/POW) issce before the UN's Human Rights Commis-
sion. This spproech criginated with Jalil Muntagin, snd was
spearhezded by him and attorney Kathryn Burks on the West
Coast and by Sundiata Acoli and sttomey Lensox Hinds of
the Naticnal Conference of Black Lawyers ¢n the East
Coast.® This peltion sought relief frem human rights
violations in U.S, prisons and subseq)

Fourth, it intensified, clarificd, and broke asw
mmmummmamwm .
to the New Afrikan communtity, Le., the *Nationsd] Question,
spearkesded by Atiba Shanna i ke Midwest *

All thesa struggles, plus those already in process,
were cartied cut with the combination in one form or another
of resolute prisoners, snd community and legal support.
Community support when preseat came from various tources
- family, comrzdes, friends; political, stwudest, religious, and
prisuner rights groups; workers, professionals, and progres-
sive newspapers and radio stations. Scme of theso involved
over the years were or are: (he National Commisee for
MmdhﬁﬂwmmmmNm
S the African Peoples Party, of New
A?KMMWSMPW.W&K.M
BWWNMUM@M
Store, WDAS Radio Philadelphia, WBLS Radio New York,
WBAI Radio New York, Third World Newsrec), Libertad
(palitical fournal of the Puerto Rican Movimiento de
Liberacicn Nacienal [MLN]), the Prairic Fire Organizing
Cemmittes, the May 19th Communist Organization, the
Madame Binh Graphics Cellective, The Midnight Express,
the Northwest lowa Socialist Party, the Natlonal Black
Ucited Front, the Nation of Islom, Arm The Spirit, Black
News, Internatfonal Class Labor Defense, ths Real Dragon
Project, the John Brown Axti-Klan Committes, the National
Prisan Project, the Houts of the Lord Church, the American
mmmmmulapum
Harold Ferguson of Rutgers Legal Clinle, the Jockson
Advocate pewspaper, Rutgers law students, (ke Committee to
Eqd the Marion Lockdown, the American Indian Movement,
and others.

The End of the *70s

As the decade wound down the latc *70s saw the
demise of the NOI following the death of Elijah Muhammad
mmmammmsipmwcr
New Afrikans on both sides of the wall. By 1979 the prison
population stood at 300,000, o whopping 100,000 increase
within a singte decads. ™ The previcus 100,000 increase,
from 100,000 to 200,000, had taken 31 years, from 1927 to
1958. The initial increase to 100,000 had takea hundreds of
years, since America's original colonial times. The *60s .
were the transitien decade of White flight that saw a signifi-

Assata Shakur in Cuba.
mdwmhbmbpdmwmmmwhmpﬂm
Andx!mmwnhckpﬂmmuhwoummslﬁy
slightly or changed insignificantly over tho decade
insurgent *60s through 1973, it indicates that New Afsikoas
are imprisoned least when they fight hardest. Bat evea 5o,
mammmmmmmummmmm'w
continued since, were conceived during the amllsuw:an
era. The government simply needed time 1o build more "
Mmmhfmapmmgheﬂm:l:rhubyadymdu

Imprisonment of pecpls of color. .
o The decade ended on a master siroks by the BLA's
Mulﬁxuuoadmmﬁlhlhewz.lﬂmwhan
liberation of Assata Shakur — “Soul of the BLA™ and
precminent political prisoeer of tho era. ‘l'hz'hskl-‘cfg‘bll:en
whisked ker away (o (ke safety of political asylom in
where sho remalas to dato”

THE DECADE OF THE ’80s

80 All Hassan was released aftes 16 years
hlheﬂel;;::ywnlmpﬂm Two manths later, five New
World of Islam (NWT) members were arvested after a North
b

fates. The car 2

thohadlomcdmoaﬁlead. Alll-hsmandliotb:i:Wl
mmhmnfmedtopanldpmhlhal?nhhsm
MWMhnMMC:::w
Organizaticn (RICO) indictment with conspiracy to rab )
banks for the purpose of financing various NWH enterpriscs
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Brothers in New York, Ben Chavis and the Wilmingten 10 in
North Casolina, Delbert Africa and MOVE members in
Philadelphia, and others doubtless too numeroas to name.

Political Converts in Prison

Not everyone was political befose incarceration.
John Andaliwa Clask became 50, and a freedom fighter par
excellence, nuly afier being sent behind the walls, He pald
the suprems sacrifice during & hail of gunfire by Treaton
State Prison guards. Hugo Dahasiki Pinell also became
political after being sent behind the California walls in 1964.
te has been in prison eves since. Joan Litils took an ice pick
from a White North Caroling guard who bad used it to force
her to perform csal sex on him. She killed him, escaped to -
New York, was captured, acd forced to retum to the scme
North Carolina camp where she feared for ker life. Massive
pubtic vigilance and support enabled ker to complete the
sentence in relative safety and obtain her release. Dessis
Woods and Cheryl Todd, hitching through Georgia, were
given a ride by a White man who tried to rope them. Woods
100k his gen, killed him, and was sent to prison where'
officials drugged and brutalized her. Todd was clso impris-
oned and subsequently relcased upon compietion of the
sentence. Woods was denied parole severs! times then
finally refeased.

Political or not, each arrest was met with highly
sensationalized prejudicial publicity that contisued unabated
1o and throughout the trial. The negative publicity blitz was
designed to guarantee a conviction, smokescreen (he real
issues involved, and justify immediate placement in the
harshest prison conditions possible. For men this usually
tmeant the federal penitentiary at Marion, Ilinois. For
women it hos meant the conyol unit in tho federa) peniten-
tiary at Alderson, West Virglnia, or Lexington, Kentucky.

Effect of Captured Freedom
Fighters on Prisons

In 1968 political prisoncrs Silvia Bardldind,
Alcjandrina Torves, and Susan Rosenberg won a D.C.
Distelct Court lawsuit brought by attomeys Adjoa Alyetoro,
Jan Susler, and others. Tha legal victory temporazily halted
the practice of sending priscnces to control units strictly
beeause of thelr political status. The ruling was reversed by
the D.C. Appellate Coust a year loter.® Those political
pri not scat to Marlon, Alderson, or Lexington control
units ore sent lo other control uaits modeled afisr Marion/
Lexingtoa but located withia maximum security staic
prisons. Normally this means 23 hour & dsy lockdown in
long term uniis located in remots hinterlands for from family,
{riends, cad attornsys, with heavy censarship oad restrictions
on communications, visits, and outside coatects, combined
with constant hazassment, provocation, sad brutality by
prison guards.

Tho influx of s0 many captured frcedum fighters

(ie., prisonens of war —POWs) with varyicg degrees of
guerrilla experience added & valuabls dimension to tho Now.
Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls. In the first
place it ascelerated ths prisca struggles already b process,
panticularly the attack on control walts. One attack was
spearheaded by Michae! Deutsch and Jeffrey Haas of the
People’s Law Office, Chicago, which challeaged Marlon's
H-Unit boxear cells. Another was spearheaded by Assata
Shakur and the Ceater for Constitutional Rights which
challenged ber cut of state placement in the Alderson, West
Virglnia, control unit.

Second, it stimulated a thorcughgoing investigatior
and exposure of COINTELPRO's hand in ths low intensity
warfure waged on New Afrikan and Third World nationalities
Inthe U.S. This was by Geronimo Ji-Jaga with
Stuart Hanlon's law office in the West and by Dhoruba Bin-
Wahad with aliomeys Liz Fink, Robert Boyle, and Zonathan
Lubell in the East.* Theac COINTELPRO investigations
resulted in the overtan of Bin-Wahad's conviction and his
releasc from prison in March 1990 afi2r he had been lmpris-
oned 19 years for a crime he did not commit.

Jaa

Geronimo fl Jaga Pratt, Sﬁl‘aﬂul!hl Prison, 1987

members of the BPP were killed,™ nzosly a thousand were
arvested, and key leadars were sent to jall. Others were
driven underground. Still others, like BPP field marshal
Donald “D.C.” Cox, were driven into exile overseas.

The RNA was similarly attacked that year. During
thizls second annual conventisa in March *69, held at
Reverend CL. Fraokiin’s New Bethel Church in Detroll, o
police provocation sparked s siegs that poured 800 rounds
inlo the chureh. Several convention members were
wounded; one pollceman was killed, another wounded, and
the estlro convention, 140 peoplc, was arrestcd ea masse.
Whea Reverend Frazkiln (father of “The Queen of Soul,”
singer Aretha Franklin) and Black State
James Del Rio were informed of the incident they calied
Black judgo George Crockett, who proceeded to the police
statlon where ks found total legal chaos. Almogt 150 people
were belng held Incomzmunicsdo. They were biing ques-
tianed, finger printed, and given nitrate tests to determine I
they had fired guns, In tota} disregard of fundamental
constitutional procedures. Hours ofter the roundup, there
wasn't so much a3 8 lst of persons being held and no ono
hzad been formally asrested. An indignant Judgs Crockeit set
up court right in the station houss and demanded that the
police cither press charges or release thelr captives. Hobad
bandled about fifty cases when ths Wayne County prosecu-
107, called in by the police, Intervened. The prosecutor
promised (hat the use of all regular methods would be
halted. Crockett adjourned the impromptu court, and by
noon the following day the potics had relessed all but a few
individuals who weré held on specific charges® Chaka
Fuller, Rafaz! Viema, and Alfred 2X Hibbits were charged
with the killing. All three were subsequently tried and
acquitted. Chaka Fuller wes mysteriously assassinated a few

months afterwerds Y

On Friday the
13th of Juae 1969,
Clarence 13X, founder of
‘The Five Percenters, was
mysteriously aszassinated
in ths elevator of a Hatlem
project bullding by three
male Negroes.® His
killers were never discav-
ered but bis cdherents

. complicity in his death.
News reports at the time
hinted that BOSS insti-
goted the assassination to
try to ferment a war
between the NOJ and The
Fivo Percenters.”

Revolutlonaries
natisnwids were attacked
and/or amrested — Tyari
Uhuru, Mska, Askufo, and

- the Smyma Brothers in

Delaware, JoJo Muhammad Bowens and Fred Burton in

Philade!phin, and Panthers Mondo Langs, Ed Poindexter,

and Veronza Daoud Bowers, Jr., in Omahs.

Police mounted an assanlt en the Panther office in
the Deslree Projects of New Orleans which resulted in
several arrests. A similar atiack was mads on the Peoples
Pasty cffice In Houston. One of their leaders, Cart Hompton,
was killed by police and snother, Lee Otls Johnson, was
arrested later on on unrelated charge and sentenced (o 41
years in prison for alleged § jon of one
clgarette.

1
'y

The Rise of Prison Struggles

Like the Panthers, most of thost arrested brought
their philosophies with them into the prisons. Likewise,
most hzd outside commiltees to onc degree o7
another so that this influx of politicsl prisoners linked the
struggle behind the walls with the stniggles in the outside
locel communitles. The combination set off a beehive of
political sctivity behind the walls, and prisoners stepped up
thelr surupg!s for political, Afrikan, tslamlic, and scademic
studies, seeess to political litcrature, community access to
prisons, on end to arbitrary punishments, access to altomneys,
sdequate law Hbraries, relevant vocslional training, conlact
visits, better food, health care, housing, and @ myriad of
other struggles. The forms of prison struggle ranged from
face-to-face negotiations to mass petitioning, letter writing
and call-in campaigns, cutside demanatratinns, class action
law sults, hunger strikes, work strikes, rebeliians, and moie
drastic sctions. Overall; all forms of struggte served to roil
back droconion prison policics that had stood for centuries
and to furthcr the development of the New Afrikan liberation
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struggle behind the walls.

‘Thess struggles would nat have been as successful,
or would have been much more costly in terms of lives lost
or brutality endured, hed it not been for the Hnks to the
community and the community support and legal support
that political prisoners brought with them Into the prisons.
Although that support was not always sufficient in quantity
or quality, or was scmetimes porexistent or cams with
hidden agendas, or was marked by frequent conflicts, on the
whole it was this combination of resohuts peisoners, commuy-
nity suppost, and tegal support which was most often
successful in prison struggles.

The Changing Complexion of Prisons

As the '60s drew to a close New Afrikan and Third
World nationalitics made up nearly 50 percent of ths prisen
population. National liberation conscicusaess becams the
deminant influenco behind the walls as the averall complex.
ion reared the changeover from Whits to Bleck, Brown, and
Red. The decade long general decreass in prisoners,
particularty Whites, brought a drop of between 16,000° and
28,000 n total prisoa population. The total aumber of
White prisoners decreased between 16,000 and 23,000 whils
the total number of New Afrikan prisoners increated alightly
or changed Insignificantly over the same perfod.® Yet the
next decads would begin the period of unprecedented acw
Pprison constuction, as the primary role of U.S, prisons
changed from “suppression of the clasges” to
“suppression of domestic Black end Third World liberation
struggles insids the U.S,”

Orlgin of Crip®

There existed street organizations in South Central,
Los Angeles, before the rise of the Black Panther Party.
These groups, criminal In esseace, were indeed the wells
from which the Panthers would reeruit their most stalwant
members. Alpreatice “Bunchy”™ Caster, who chastered the
first L.A. Chopter of the Party was the leader of perhaps tha
most violent street organizations of that tims — The
Slausons. James Carr, former cell mats of Comrzds George
Jackson, and author of BAD, was a member of the Farmers.
‘These weze the Gladiators, the Businessmen, the Avenues,
Biuod Alley, and the Rebel Rousers to name but a fow.

After tho 1965 rebellicn tn Watts, there czme an
unsteady truce of sorts that caused the strect orgaizations to
focus an a larger, mara deadly encmy - the Los Angeles
Pulicc Department. So, by the time the Black Panthes Pasty
came to L.A., in 1968, a shaky peacs cxisted among the -
larges smlnps.h'ilchhc Pasty offered the strect combatants a new
ditection in which to vent their anger, nd to infustice
and sepresent their ndghbo.hood: far

By and large, the Party usurped the youthful rage
and brought the strect arganizativns of that time to sn end.
Of course, the u.s. government also did its share by drafting
yaung bruthers into the Victnam War,

Thess, however, were the storm years f
COINTELPRO and the Pasty was ths focxl poiat; Thes, by
late °69, tho above ground Infrastructura of the BPP wps In
thambies dus to its own internal contradictions and sobi~
quently the weight of the stats. Confusion ect in smoag the
mhcm&m'm.lvhbwdcmwxyd
which both ths eriminals end the counter revolutionists in the

Om:c:nigymfu

0 Independent Peopts
(CRIF) was a city fundad team post (meeting place) oa the
cast side of South Central L.A_ that played kost to soms of
the area’s most rowdy youth, Ous such brother was
Reymotd Washington, who at that time beforged to a young
upstast click called the Baby Avenues. ‘Tha team post
becams ceater ground to an ever wideaing group of youth
who eveatually tock its title, CRIP, as a Asme and moved
westward with it. With the vanguard in shambles and the
local pigs teming a deliberate deaf ear, the CRIPs flourished
rapidly. In kts formative years, the Purty’s influenco was
evident. For the same uniform/dress cods of the Party's was
that of the CRIPs. Yet, a sinister twist developed whereas
New Afrikan peopls were targets of the young koodlums.
Ard with no vanguard forces reedily available to teach and
train thess youth, they spiraled out of controd, taking as their
remesls the Brims who later developed into the city wide
Bloods. The foandizg of the CRIPs is established a3 1969.

;3

“We are men, zet beasts, and will not be driven as such.”
But Rockefeller had presidential embitions. The rebelling
prisoners’ demands included a political requast for asylum in
a non-jmperiatistic corntry. Rockefeller's refusal to negoti-
ate foreshadowed a macabre replay of his father Joka D's
slaughter of striking Coloredo miners and their families
decades carlier. Altogether 43 people died st Anica. New
York State trooper bullets killed 40 people — 3] prisoners
and 9 guards ~— in retaking Attica and shocked the wosld by
the naked barbarity of the U.S. prison system. Yet the Attica
rebellion too remging & milestone In thedevelopment of the
New Afrikan liberatica struggls behind the walls, and &
symbol of the highest development of prisorer multinational

solidarity todate.

New World Clashes With the Nation of Islam

In 1973 the simmering struggle for control of
Newark's NOI Temple No. 25 erupted into the open. Warren
Marcello e New World member assassinated NOI Temple
No. 25 Minister Shabazz. In retaliation several NWI
members were attacked snd killed within the confines of the
New lersoy prison system, and before the year was cut tho

tried a3 ona of the co-conspirators in the death of Shebarz
and was found innocent,

‘The Black Liberntion Army
QOINTELPRO's destruction of the BPP forced

many members underground and gave rise to the Black
Liberaticn Army (BLA) — & New Afrikan grerrilla organi-

aation. The BLA continued the struggle by waging urban
guestilla wars scross the U.S. through highly mobite strike
teams.” The government's intensified search for the BLA
during the early 1970s resulted in the capture of Geroni
Ji-Jaga in Dallas, Dhoruba Bin-Wahad and Jamal Josephs in
New Yok, Sha Sha Brown and Blood McCreary in St.
Louis, Nuh Washington and Jalil Muntaqin in Los Angeles,
Herman Bell in New Orleans, Francisco and Gabriel Tomes
in New Yark, Russe! Maroon Skoats in Philzdelpbia, Chango
Monges, Mark Holder, and Kamau Hilton in New York,
Assata Shakur and Suadista Acoli in New Jersey, Ashanti
Alston, Tarik, and Walid in New Haven, Safiya Bukhari and
Masai Gibson in Virginia, and others. Left dead during the
government’s search and destroy missicns were Sandra Pratt
{wife of Geronimo }i-Jaga, assassinated while visibly
pregnant), Mark Essex, Woodie Changa Green, Twyman
Kokuyan Olugbala Meyers, Frank *Heavy™ Ficlds, Anthony
Kimu White, Zayd Shakur, Melvin Rema Kemey, Alfred
Kambui Builer, Ron Caster, Rory Hithe, and John Thomas,
among others.® Red Adams lefi paralyzed from the neck
down by police bullets would dic from the effects a few
years later.

Other New Afrikan freedom fighters attacked,
hounded, and captured during the same general era were
Imari Obadele and the RNA-11 in Jackson, Mississippi,"
Don Taytor® and De Mau Mau of Chicago, Hanif Shabazz,
Abdul Aziz, and the VI-S in the Virgin lalands, Mark Cock
of the George Jacksoa Brigade (GFB) in Seautle, Ahmed
Obafemi of the RNA in Florida, Atiba Shanna in Chicago,
Mafundi Lake and Sekou Kambul in Alabama, Robert
Aswzd Duren in Califomnia, Kojo Bomari Sababu and
Dharuba Cingue in Trenten, Jchn Pastes and Tommic Lee
Hodges of Alkebulan in Memphis, Gary Tyler in Louisiana,
Karcem Salf Allah and the Five Percenter-BLA-Islamic




The press-ganging of young recruits at Chino set off
tipples of dissatisfaction and breakaways amang Bloods in
other California prisons. Those disaffected centered around
Peabody at Old Folsom prison who took parts from the BL
and the BOF constitutioas and crested a new United Blood
Natlon (UBN) Constitution designed to unify all Bloods in
prison. Since then, Bloods have chosen which constitution
they would coms under,

Blood members under either the BL or UBN
Constiiution ere held to a higher standard than other mem-
bers; they hold positions and are similas to the Officer’s Corp
of a milliary organization. Those Blocds not undera
constitution arc the foot soldiers. The BL and UBN organi-
zation spread throughout the California prison system, and
are siricily prison organizations. Once o Blood leaves prison
he retums 1o his old neighborhood set. From South Central,
the Bloods spread to Pasadens, Gardenia, San Diego,
Sacramento, Bakersfield, and throughout the state and its
prison system.

California Bay Area Ganps*

Scn Francisco's Bay Area gangs or “clicks” con be
traced back to the early 1960s and are usually identified by,
or named aftes, thelr neighborhoods or communitics. Most
of those functioning today came from splinter groups of the
BPP afier it broke up.

In Ozkland, the 69th Street Mob, founded by Felix
Mitchell in the early 1970s, still exists despits the
government’s best efforts (o derail it. In East Oakland the
Rolling 20s and tha 700 Club, along with the Acom Gang in
West Oakland, are the powerhouse clicks on the streets.

In San Frascisco, there is Susnydale and Husters
Point, the city's largest street gang, which Is divided into

seveeal clicks - Oakdale, Harbor Road, West Point, etc. East
Palo Alto Is ths homs of the Professional Low Riders (PLR)
who ore a major Influeace In the South Bay Ases - and In
Vallcjo there is the North Bay Gangsters and Crestview.

Most Bay Area gangs don't have colors but align
primarily on the basis of money ond hustling endeavors.
Many are assoclated with the Rap muslc indudry ond with
various prison groups - the 415s, BGF, or ANSARs,

Growth of the Gangster Disciples

In 1970, Gangster Disciple (GD) Larry Hoover was
convicted for a gang related murder and sentenced toa 150
1o 200 year state scatence. He's the cumrert leaderof the . -
QDs and runs the syndicote from an Hllinols pisoncell,

As drugs flooded into the Chicago ghettoes, young
Black men flooded Into the Niinols prisons where they were
Eiven GD application forms to fill out. If thels references
Proved solid, they were indoctrinated into the gang. Every-
one who joincd had to memorize the GD's 16 rule code. The
GDs spread throughont the Hlinois and Midwest prison
Systems. The flow of GDs back into ths streets enabled then
to expand their street network which is an intricalc command
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and control structure, similar to a military organization.®
Comrade George Assassinated

On August 21, 1971, a guard shot and killed
Jackson as he bolted from a control unit and ran for ths San
Quentin wall. Inside the unit lay three guards and two
trustees dead. Thecirmmmaummadhgm
J&km'skgmduyﬁfemdam.mhmolhh
mwm%mmmmmum
the New Afrikan liberation struggle on both sides of the wall
even today, and will for years 15 coms,

September 13, 1971, became the bloodicst day in
U.S. prison history when New York's Govemor Nelsoa
Rockefeller ordered the retoking of Attica prison. The
previous severol years had seen a number of prison sebel-
Hmﬂmupmthecomyuprhmmmd
widespread maltreatment and Inhumane conditions. Most
peaceably with little or no loss of buman life
mmwmmmmmmm
prison officlals. At Auica Block, Brown, Whits, Red, and
Ydlnwpﬂmmmkmmbbckolhpﬂmmmd
together for five days seeking to nzgotiate an end to their -
inhumane conditions. Their now famous dictum declared

The body of George Jackson, August 21, 1971.

Their gang color is blue, and sometimes also the color white.
ENTER THE ’70s

A Californis guard, rated es an expest marksman,
opened the decade of the *70s with the January 13th shooting
a2 close rangs of WA Nolen, Cleveland Edwards, snd Alvin,
“Jug™ Miller in the Sotedad prison yard. They wers keft
lying where they fell uatil it was too late for them to be
saved by medical treatment. Nolen, in particular, had been
instramcotal in organizing protest of guard killings of two
other Black prisoners ~— Clarence Csusey and William
Powell — at Scledad in the recent past, and was conse-
quently both & thom in the side of prison officials and a hero
to the Black prison population® When the guard was
exonerated of thd triple killings two weeks Inter by a Board
of Inquiry, the prisoners retaliated by throwing a guard off
ths tier.

George Jeckson, Fleeta Drumgo, and John
Cluchette were charged with the guard’s death and came to
be known as the Soledad Brothers. California Black
prisoners solidified around the Soledad Brothers ense and the
chsin of events l2d to (he formation of tha Black Guermilla
Family (BGF). The Panthers spearhended a massive
campaign to save the Soledad Brothers from the gas cham-
ber. The nationwide
coalescence of

On the night of
March 9, 1970,a

- “dope bas,” and was
seat bebind the walls. Ho completed his sentence and was
released from prison.

On August 7, 1970, Jonathen Jackson, younger
brother of George, attempted to liberate Ruchell Cingque
Magee, William Christmar, and James McClain from the

Marin County courthouse in Californla. Jonathan, McClain,
Christmas, and the tria} judge wers killed by SWAT teams
who clso wounded the proszcutor and paralyzed him for life,
Miraculously, Ruchell and three wounded Jurors survived the
fusillade. Jonsthan frequenily served os Angela Davig®
bodyguard. She had purchased weapons for that purpose,
but Jonatdikn used those same weapons in the breakoat
attempt. Immediately afterward shs became the object of an
intemational “woman hunt.™ On October 13, Angela was
captured in New York City and was subsequently returned to
California to undergo a very scrimonious trinl with Magee.
She was ocquitted on ll charges. Magee was tried tepa-
retely and convicted on lesser charges. He remains impris-
aned to date, over three decades all total, and is our longest
held potitical prisoner.

Origin of the Bloodst

Most South Central street arganizations, commonly
called “gangs,™ “sets,” or “orgs..” take their names from
prominent streets: Slauson, Denver Lane, Piru, Hoover, etc..
that run through their neighborhood. The CRIPs had siready
formed, were massed up ond rolling together. Their strength
sliracted other sets to become CRIPs. As they moved into
territories occupied by other South Centeol organizations,
they clashed with and met stiff resistance'from those
neighborhood sets who did not want to align with or be taken
over by them.

Among those gang leaders sesisting the CRIP
Invasion were Peabody of the Denver Lanes, Puddin of the
Westslde Pirus, Rooster of the 30 Pirus, and the Westside
Brims, perhaps the most well known and respected of the lot,
alihough thejr leader is unknown today. Using their prestige
and influence, the Brims began going into other neighbor-
hoods 10 start other Brim families and to recruit ather sets to
Join their side in opposiilon to the CRIPs. As the various sels
began hooking up with each ather and ths Brims, they
formed a loose coalition whose main point In common was
thelr opposition to the CRIPs. In ths early 1970s, the
federation salidified and formally united into the citywide
Bloods. They adopted the color red ns their banner; they also
use the colors green or brown.

Prisan is a porma! next stop for many gang mem-
bers. The first Bloods sent to Chino, a maintine California
prison, are commonly scferred to in Blood circles os the
*“Flrst Bloods to walk the line at Chino.” To increass their
prison membership and recrultment, they created a Bloodline
{BL) Constitution paitemned sfier the constitution of the
BQF: a Ponther influenced group olready established in the
California prison system at the time. The BL Constitution
contained the Blood's code of conduct, history, and by-laws
and was required reading for each new recruit. To speed up
recrulimeat, the older “First Bloods™ made reading the
constitution an sutomatic induction into their ranks and
thereafter began tricking young prisoners into reading it.
Once read, the new recruit could only feject membership at
the risk of serious bodily harm.
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