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"Because the -Grand Jury i s being used t o smash t he 
organizations ~f poor and powerless people, I will 
not cooperate in this repress ion ... What I have done 
here today-- refusing to t alk t o t he Grand J ury--I 
have done it with pr ide . You can put lYe in jail f or 
a year or ten years and I will never talk to you 
because I am proud of being a Chicano and 'fighting 
for justice." 

With these words Pedro Archuleta, a Chicano activist and 
fanller from New Mexico , was held in contempt and jailed by the Grand 
J ury sitti ng in New Yorl< for pos s ibly up t o 11 IlOnths. He is one of 
nine (9) peop le who have refused t o cooperate .nth the Grand Jury in 
New York and Chicago investigating the F.A.L.N . (Fuerzas -Armadas de 
Liberacbn Nac ional> bcmbings. They have all taken the position of _ 
non-collabor ation in order -to prot e ct the Chicano and Pue~o Rican 
communities' efforts at sel f-determination and to pinpoint the re­
pressive nature of Grand Juries . 

The Grand Jury has its or~gll1S as early as the 12th century -
-~en an ecclesiastiCal court could call any clergy to testify merely 
-90 suspi cion of heresy or t o proceed against a person suspected of 
it Crime~ In time their j urisdiction was expanded by tile Pope to 
inc lude- laity and they were operative throughout the 13th, 14th, and 

-15th centui'ies. The sys t em of "direct inquisition" used and whic.1') 
was an -- attempt to elicit infornation, \<tUch could be self-incriminating , 

' as well as supplying the evidence supporting the accusation against 
oneself' or others, was curbed or expanded depending on "be laws handed 
down by the IlOnarchy ; 

In England during the rei gn of Elizabeth I, the Court 'tlf High 
Ccmn.iss i ons and its counterpart:, the Star Chamber, were created. - The 
Court of High Ccmnissions _investigated persons Who were suspet::ted of ­
subversive ac tions t:o -the Church and therefore the State. Whereas the _ 
Star Chamber was to find an of fense and to that end anyone could be 
called before any court withOut being properly charged and being 
questioned without being told what the offense was. 

' -- There was little recourse then--as there is now, -and there 
were resisters then-- as therE" are new. In 1641 both the Star Chamber 
and the Court of High CormU.ssions were abolished because of the outcry 

-and concerted pressure fran the populat ion . 

The roots of the political Grand Jury in this COlIDtry can be 
traced back t o the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 which stated that: 
to arouse anti-goveI"!1ll'e~ sent iment or "to publish any false '! scanda­
lpus , or malici~ writ ings against the governll'ent of the-Un~ted 
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, S~ates" v.'as. t<;> ccrrmit a penal offense . In the U. S.A . the Bill of 
~gh~s.s~c~f1cal~y prot~cted the individual from the abuses of 
illqU1S1 h onal lxxhes by illcludine the Fi f t:h Ament:h=nt. Hewever 
t~e Star ~hamber was reincarnated in 1970 when former Preside nt 
R~chard N1xon and forrner Attorney General J ohn Mitchell drafted and 
passed the Or·1tH~US SAFE STRU.:I'S Acr. This act allewed for any 
pers':ln to be ca_led by the Federal Prosecutor to appear before a 
paSS1ve Grand Jury t o ~ns\ver any and all questions put to hiJI1J~er 
under the threat of be1ng imprisoned. 

.Over the past eight (8) years , the Anti-War MoveMent the 
Worren's R1!0tS Moverren~, the American I ndiam, Moverrent, the Bla~k 
M<;>vement, tn~ progr-ess~ve Church corrrnunities , and now the Puerto 
Rican and Ch~cano rrovements have been targets of the intensive and 
extensive attack carried out against them by the FBI and the Grand 
Jury . 

Dur~ e~0 ons~au~t, "the sarre strategy was implement ed-­
the use Of. the cr~al ]Ust1ce syst~~ against oolit ical diss i ­
dents. Th~s practwe continues to be e •• played but there are many 
!Ten and women whose principles and be l iefs have forced t~em to 
oppose Grand Jury and FBI incursions in~o their private lives 
,?0!lYlII..lrli tie~ and political organizations. The go~ernrrent' s re~~nse 
1~ to d7pr1ve a person of hislher civil and human righ t s as weil a s 
d1scredlt that, person <;>r organization in the p~ss and corrrnun i ty . 
~e government s capac1ty to trar.ple upon the 11berties of c i t i zens 
~s deJlOnstra~ed throUghou~ llDdern AIrerican history in the "rec scare" 
of th~ tw~nt1es~ McCarthY1sm of the 1950 ' s, and the imorisonment and 
asSas~tlOns o~ progressive leaders during the 1960 ' s - and iii 0 , s. 

The list is growing and no one should consider themselves 
s~e . fram the Gvdnd Jury should it deci de that they are its next 
II1ctl.mS. The Grand Jury is a lawless body that uses the law + 0 

strip t he individual of his inalienable rights. How is this ~ 
brought about? To understand fully the pervasive repressi on applied 
by the Grand Jury you rust understand hew it works . 
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'!HE GRAND JURY: HOW IT WJPJ<S 

Prior to receipt of a s ubpoena, an individual i s usually 
visited by the FBI. The FBI wi ll :!ttempt to interrogate you but 
you have the r~ght to refuse t o talk wit:, ti-J.em. Other than the 
"goon tacticts' the FBI is well kn~ for, you will be t hreatened 
with a subpoena unless you cooperate. 'llie FBI ,. lacking s ubpoena 
pao;er, uses the Grand Jury to f orce people to answer their 
questions. Cooperat ing with the FBI does not ultimately eliminate 
the possibility of being called before a Grand Jury. 

Once served with a s ubpoena your presence may be required 
before the Grand Jury forthwith (right away) or 10 clays f rom now, 
or whenever . The Gr:and Jury may be sitting in New Yor k or Los 
Angeles, Chicago or Tampa , and you will have to drop everything to 
go there. Failure to appear will br ing an automatic cont er!l>t 
charge. The subpoena will usually include whether your testim:my, 

: exemplars (hair'samples , f ingerpr ints, voi ceprints, etc .) , or 
, "things" are ·required. 

In the Grand J ury roan, t here are twenty-three (23) ccurt­
picked j urors, the prosecut or and yourself. The only person who has ' 
any legal knowledge is the prosecut or. Your attorney, if you have 
one, i s not all~d in the room. You are asked to take t he oath an<i 
state yoUr name. Although in t he case of Maria Cueto , she refused ' . 
to t ake the oath as she had not had t inE to retain an attorney. She 
found he'rself a resident of t he Metropolitan Correcti onal Center 
in a matter of l~ hours. She was rrerely upholding her right to seek 
legal counsel. Any ques tions you anSV1er after . taking the oath lays 
you open to either a charge of perjury, branded as an infonrer, or 

·to giVE: infornation Unwittingly which may implicate innocent pecple. 

l'bst camu.m.ity activi s t s , pres s, churchpersons, etc., 
. refuse to cooperate (even though the proceedings are "secret") 
because it will discredit t hem wit h t heir cormn.mities and associates 
and t hey will lose the confidence necessary for them to f unction 
effectively. 

If you refuse t o answer and "take the 5th" or other cons­
titutional arrendrrents, you will find that you have chosen a flinEy 
de fense. As Judge MacMahon of the 5th District Court stated in 
Maria Cueto 's contempt prccei!dings : "As a Grand Jury witness , you 
have no constitutional rights". You will be granted nimrumity,j even . 
though you have not requested it . Even i.rrrrunized you are sti ll 
unprotected from the Gra.'1d Jury as you may be grant ed USE ~ity . 
Use immunity allows the t es timony of another witness to incriminace 
you but not your testirrony. TRANSACTIONAL immunity protects you 
fu::m any testirrony given anywhere by anYbodY . This type of iImlunity 
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i s usually used by s tate Grand Juries . 

But , what if you Clike the Rosado B tl 
tly incarcerat ed) are s ubpoenaed for ex" ro lers who are presen-
present them. The 5th Arroendment is inv!D'~~ ~~Sr:l ref~~e to 
does not come undor its p t t ' I' eVl ence 
~ in jail wit hout being ~~e~o~f an~ :~e f~~~es~ way ~o end 
Wl. t rout 'any protection or recourse . ' Wl . eu a trlal, and 

Not onl d " , 
does Y oes:uranuru.ty come In several varieties but so 
~ot ~~~~~t: Pros7cuto~ pref7r.civil contempt because it does 
. Jury trlal v,tach crlIlUnal contempt does If ' 
lncarcerated for civil contempt you will be ' '1 d f ' yo~ re 
of t he Grand J hi JaJ. e or the llfe 
Aft . ~,w ch can be a t otal of 18 Ironths or 36 Ironths 

.e :- Servlng tl.ffie under civil contempt, you 1lE.y be charged with . 
crl.ffil.nal cont'=lT1pt. Cr iminal contempt carri es a maximum of 5 years ' 
s entence . 

GRUMB ~i.ri& your 0carceration you will Probably s ubmit a 
. '1 ~l TTO, l on requestIIlg your re leased based on the fact that 
Ja l . Wl. not::oerce you to cooper ate and, therefore you are ')ein 
PunJ.~h~ : It ~s up to the Judge' s discreti on whethe; or not to g re: of ~~ ~~~'J Once released, .on a Grumbl es or the end of the 

. ury , you are s t l ll open to being resubpoenaed 
c;g~. And , the charade begins aga in. Technically you ma be 
1.mprl soned for the rest of your l ife--hence Pedro ~ul t Y' -
s t a tement as to one or ten years! ' e a s 

I n t he meantilre. you ~t rerrember t hat ' , 
e xercised your "rights" and ou '" you have Sl1lTp~y 
and t he Bill of Right .Y are now l.n ] all. The Cons titution 
system . s de ' . s are l.1l1pOte~t to protect you and the j udicial 

l un q nnrung and expand' no' the harra 
unleased, b "s " -~ SSJ;Jent and tonrent 

. unaw y a. ne~ . t~ Chamber . Yet , the gener al public i s 
theyare °chf thlS l.nS~dlOUS and , ~gerous j udicial ent angl ement unti l 

are .osen as l tS next vlctl.ffiS! 
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THE NEW McCARTHYISN: TIlE POLITICAL GRAND JURy 

As previously stated, the roots of the political use of 
the Grand Jury in this country can be traced back to 1798. The pur­
pose of ~he political grand jury r.as at least three (3) objectives: 

Ca) to investigate and collect information about individuals, 
groups, and organj z.ations that oppose internal and/or ex­
tE-~l politics of the U.S. 

Cb) to impri s on individuals whose political work and organizing 
has been successful. In many cases, the government would 
like to incarcerate these people for long periods of time 
but since they cannot be connected to acts of revolutionary 
violence they choose instead to put them out of circula­
tion for as long as they can "legally". 

(c) t o recru~t jnformers to infiltrate diverse groups and or­
ganizati"ons. Informers serve their purpose by collectir.g 
infonration, interrupting \.Jork, and fabricatirtg charges 
against the leadership and militants working with the 
IIBSses. 

, At the present time there exists two political Grand 
Jur,ies--.. one in Chicago and the other in New York, whose purpose 
is to investigate the Puerto Rican National Liberation Movement. 
It 'is ~icularly investigating the developrrent of the Jrovement 
in the, U.s. and its relations with the Chicano/Mexicano COllVnu."1ity 
that ,is in the Southwest. 

Selected advocates and org~izations of these movements 
are targeted and attacked when any sector of their ' struggle L,­
creases its militancy. The U.S. government, under the guise of 
controlling and eradicating these aggressive acts, then launches a 
broad campaign of harrassrrent, intimidation, grand jury imprison­
rrent, and assassinations against ALL SF.crORS of these moverrents. 
ThE: leadership and those persons who appear to be capable of orga­
nizing the people are the first to be discredited and removed. 

Repression against the Puerto Rican Independence movement 
by a political Grand Jury dates wck to 1937 in Puerto Rico, when 
the Nationalist Party, led by Don Pedro Albizu Campos, had becorre 
the most influential and militant "independentista" organization on 
the island. International opinion against U.S. colonialism and 
nurrerous demonstrations had been mobilized by the Party, making 
ita pa.rerful threat to the hegemony of North Arrerican in Puerto 
Rico. The U.S. government was determined to crush all sympathizers 
and activists of independence just as the British during the 

6 

Arrerican colonial period attempted to destroy fifflters for 
nationhood and liberty. 

In 1937 , a Grand Jury was convened in Puerto Rico 
to collect data on the Nationalist Party ~,d its rrernbership. 
Don Juan Antoni o Corretjer, then acting President, was sub­
poen~ed, he~d :0 contempt and imprisoned f or refus ing to 
testl~y. H1S lnternment marked the culmination o f as-year 
CampalgI1 by the governrrent to s yst ematically eliminate key 
leaders of the Party . 

Similarly , the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, having 
been sllccessful in recruiting North American peoDle and t he 
international cor:muni ty to support indeoendence for Puerto 
Rico in t~ 1970's, wa~ targeted for investigation. Poli tical 
Grand Jurles re-ermeged as the government' s most availabl e tool 
to curb the Party's work on the U. S. mainland. Lureida Torres, 
a member of the Party , refused to collaborate with t he inves­
tigations of the F.A.L.N. specificall y , and the movement gene­
rally . She refused to cooperate and was jailed for her stand 
for four months. 

A continuation' of this Grand Jury in New York and the 
empanelling of a Special Grand Jury in Chicago in 1976 under the 
guise of gathering L~ormation on the F.A.L.N. and Carlos 
Alberto Torres, an alleged rrember of that organization, was 
instituted. This time the Hispanic Co~ission of the Episcopal 
Church was the primary focus, since Torres had been a rrernber 
of the Carmission for a short period of time. 

The Hispanic Commission, composed of a cross-section 
of individual s, sorre progressive, others moderate, was designed 
to fund commw1ity se lf-help, eduational and health proj ects 
whose goal was t o improve conditions in poor corrrnunities. Maria 
Cueto, a Chicana and Director of the Commission, and Raisa 
Nemikin, secretary to the Cormri.ssion, were targeted by this 
Grand Jury. ,In an attempt to use them as infOrnErs, the warren 
were asked questions which were more direc~d at their work in 
the COII1l'1Uf1i.ty than their kncwledge as to the whereabouts of 
Carlos Alberto Torres. 

Maintaining that to cooperate with the FBI and the Grand 
J~ ~uld destroy the trust and confideoce they had developed 
wlth these camn.mities they had ministered to during their period 
of work with the Church- -thereby negating separation of Church and 
State--and, furthermore , that they would not be used as tools of 
the government in its attempts to destroy the Puerto Rican Inde­
pendence Moverrent and its closest ally, the Chicano/Mexicano Move­
rrent, the,~ two WClIren chose not to cooperate and spent 10':; months 
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in jail. 

Four other former members of the Commission were subsequently 
subpoenaed. In New York, Julio and Luis Rosado, were subponaed along 
with their brother, Andres. Pedro Archuleta of Tierra Amarilla, 
New Mexico, and Ricardo Romero, of Alarrosa, Colorado , were subpoenaed 
to the Chicago Grand Jury; although, Pedro Iola s also subpoenaed to the 
New York Grand Jury when legal Droceedings in Chicago had slowed 
the process there. All these persons were also kna.m conrnunity 
activists. 

The land and water rights of the Chicanos, descendants of 
the Mexican people born in the states, has always caused conflicts 
with the U.S. government. Pedro Archuleta, a farmer from Tierra 
Amarilla has been in the forefn:mt of the land grant str\..oggle 
for a number of years. As a member of the Hispanic Commission, 
he assisted his community to establish La Clinica del Pueblo de 
Rio Arriba, where he also drives the ambulance, and La Cooperacion 
AgriGOla which services the surrounding and rural population of 
the area . La Clinica is a comprehens i ve health f acili ty and La 
Coooeracion offers c6~~seling for law and welfare rights claims. 
Previo~ly, residents had to travel 150 miles to receive health and 
legal services. 

Pedro is an opponent of FBI abuse in Tierra Amarilla and 
supports the ideals of self -determination for the Puerto Rican 
people. His active corrrnittment to the improve~.t of his people 
and his oppos ition to corrupt politicians has led t o the present 
situation. When he failed to cooperate with the FBI and the 
Grand jury, internment followed. 

Ricardo Rorrero, a long time conrnunity activist in the 
Chicano/Mexicano rnoverrent, served on the Hispanic Conmission of 
the Episcopal Church and worked with the Crusade for Justice in 
Denver; Colorado. He aided in the creation of an o.lternative 
school s ystem for Chicano children, and. like Pedro, sympathizes 
with Puerto Rican Independen·2e. He was also subpoenaed to the 
Chicago Grand Jury and spent four rnonths in jail there before 
gaining his release on a Grumbles rnotion. 

Not coincidentally , the Crusade for Justice had been 
attacked by an earlier Grand Jury in 1975 for its work with the 
Chicano cornnuni ty, and for rnobilizing protests against police 
abuse and assissinations of Chicano youths. Veronica Vigil, a 
IIEmber of the Crusade, was imprisoned for not answering questions 
about the 1974 bombings of Los Seis de Boulder, six Chicanos 
who lost their lives in car explosions for which police death 
squads in Colorado are suspected. 
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In Chicago, Jose Lopez, Myrna Salgado, and Roberto 
Caldero were ordered t o appear before the Grand Jury. Myrna is 
the Director of the Rafael Cancel Miranda High School, an alte:ma-

. tive educational program which ass ists high school drop-outs and 
adults to complete their' education and advance to college . The 
wor!< at this school has been acclairred by carmuni ty organizations, 
the Chicago Sun Tirres, and the City's Administration for its 
accanplishments. . 

Jose Lopez, an instructor at Northeastern University and 
a doctoral candidate, is active in the Puerto Rican Independence 
Moverrent. Roberto Caldero, a student activist and independentis t a , 
belonged to a college organization where Torres was a rrember. The ir 
leade~hip abilities t o organize comnuni ty support and to oppose 
the present use of the Grand JUl;r, led eventually to the FBI's 
attempt to contain molmting protes ts. 

Jose and Robert were subsequently jailed for contempt and 
Myrna's subpoena WdS dismissed when the U. S. a t torney clairred she 
ha.d no canpelling t estimony to offer. No indictIrents were issued 
against any of the above rrent i oned people; yet, Jose and Roberto 
spent 4~ months in jail for their principled stand of non-collabcr­
ration . . 

This latest wave of repress ion by polit ical Grand J uries 
is simply the rnost recent in a s ystemat ic attempt by the government 
to di vide, weaken, and ultim3.t e l y destroy the progressive movements 
of the oppressed minorities and ot her groups in this country. The 
history of the use of the polit ical Grand Jury in no way has been 
restricted to the Latino communities . 

In 1969, the Chicago police, following an FBI plan, r a i ded 
the apartment of Fred ~ton and Mark Clark, supposedly t o search 
for illegal weapons. Clark and Hampton were killed and seven ( 7) 
others were arrest ed and charged wi th homicide. Two (2) policerren 
~re \.JOunded, one by flying glass and the other was shot by a 
fellow officer. 

The Grand Jury empane lled to investigate the case brought 
indictments agains t t he seven occupants of the apart:rrent . A second 
Grand Jury concluded that the Int ernal Inspections Division was 
seriously deficient in its findings as to suggest "purposeful rral­
feasance". The Police Crirre Laboratorv had rrade an erroneous and 
incomplete analysis of ballistics evid~nce and the fire arms examiner 
had been presslJI"ed by the stat e to sign and su!xn.i t a deficient report . 
All indictments were subsequently di smissed but no policerren were 
indicted for their participat i on in the onslaught that left two ( 2 ) 

men murdered f or political i deals and activities. 
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Since the Black Panther Party had been labelled a 
"terrorist" group by t he Justi ce DepartJrent and J. Edgar HCX)ver 
a = ncerted effort was required by law and "c ivil" organization~ 
to have a special Grand Jury investiga"te the matter. That Grand 
Jury indicted 14 law . officials for: ','knaNingly, and willfully , 
fradulently and dece~tfully consp~r~g , combining , confederatin~ 
and agreeing to obs t ruct justice" . Evidence has never been pro=:' 
duced to demonstrate that gunfire was returned from within the 
apartrrent at the t:i.rre of t his confrontation, and it is st~ll 
believed that Fred liarr9ton and Mark Clark were asleep at the till'e 
of the raid in the early rrorning hours of December 4th, 1969. 

After the 19?5 court proceedings of Henran Bell, Anthony 
Bottom and Albert Wash~gton of the Black Liberation Army, the oolicE' 
c laiJred t o have found escape contraband on the men. A state Gr:md 
J ury was convened to discover haN these materials ~~re passed. 
Robert Bloom, a lawyer of one of the de iendants was targeted. 
Twelve (12) supperters present in court on that day were subpoenaed. 
All refused to ~estify on ~he ~unds.that their rigDt to peace­
fully attend trla l s was be~g Jeopardized. No one was held in 
contempt and the lawyer Io.':)n his right to defend political clients 
without being s ubjected to investigations and harrsssment . 

The siege of Wounded Knee signalled an increase in mili­
tancy of the Native American people's struggle to regain their land. 
The U. S . goverr.ment launched a bloody attack upen the American Indi an 
M<;>v~t (AIM) and its s\1Pports. The entir: leadership of that orga­
nizat~on has fa ced .consplrdCY charges stemmLng from f raudulent 
~estirrony of agent provocateurs and the use of illegal wire taDS . 
While there are many examples of opposition to government investi­
gat ions , just a couple of e xamples need be cited . 

Joana Le Deaux , a Cherokee-Navaho l egal Io.':)rker,was jail ed 
for not respending t o FBI and Grand Jury questions about the shoot­
ings \ohich t CX)k place at Hounded Knee and left two agents dead. 
Marti Copleman, of t he Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Cc:xrmi ttee 
was s ubpoenaed to Des Moines , IaNa , in connection with the dis- ' . 
appearance o f his client, Frank Black Horse . Only after treJTendous 
pressure and suppert frc:rn the l egal. and grassroots corrrrn.mi ty groups 
was the subpoena quashed. Once aga~, the attempt to create a r i ft 
between attorney-c l ient relationships and confidentiality had been 

, suppressect . 

Clearly, minor i ties of the U. S. have always been the 
targets of government abuse for exercising their political rights 
and for expressing progressive poli tical i deas ; however, the Wemen 's 
and Peace Movements were also challenged , slandered and disruoted 
through the encroachment of t he Justice DepartJTent and its us~ of 
the _fBI and the Grand J ury. 
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._ IndiC"~.rrcnts~w:re 1TI3.de agaL~.st Dan~el n:'sbe.rg , Fa ther 
Berr~5an, and Slster Lllz~th Mct..lll'S ·te~ ; the Ccr.den 28, who rai ded 
the ctz:aft . boaro; M.d the V~etnam Veterans Agains t the v.'ar , whose 
org~z.:.t70n .. 'as severely crippled during the high tide of ant i -
wi!!' a c t ~ v~ ty . The conspri acy t rials which resulted were vigo­
ro~ly prosecuted but rrost of the defendants were a~quitted. 
~v~dence l?resented by the. g<;Jvernment .·had been obtained through 
~ll~gal w~retaps . In add~tlon, FBI l nfo~~ts paid ~o infiltrate 
ant~-,var groups us ually sugges te d and pressed i deas which were 
clearly Ol"'Ches"trated to entrap i ndividuals of an organization and 
to discredit the anti-war rrovement. 

When ~he FBI sought fugitives Susan Saxe and Katherine 
PaNers ,they dec~ded that some feminist acti viSeS were harborir -: 
them, . or knew of their whereabouts. Ellen Grus se, Terry Turg~~n 
and Jll~ ~ym:>nd were hounded , s ubpoenaed, and imprisoned in 
coun~ Ja:-ls across the Uni te~ Sta"tes . WOlTen in the Na"tiona l 
Orga;uzatlOn of . Wor:el! (NOW) wen~ threatened with subpoei"\as, 
~rassed , ~:d ~tLmldated for. their political ac tivity and c~ 
TlU. ttrrent to l1Ilprove the econorm.c and social conditions of American 
wo.mn . 

Ir~h .Ameri~ ~ho support the Irish Republican AIno/ and 
who oppese Br~t~sh do/P.l.nat~on of Ireland have also experienced the 
wrath of govel"'l1l:ent~l . vengeance . In 19.72 , the Treasury Departr.ent 
w~ asked by the BI'lt~sh goverrllrent to investigate illegal gun 
s hipments to Northern Ireland. A Grand Jury was convened in 
Fort Worth, Texas, by the Just ice Depa.TTtrrEr.t ~"ld twelve (12) Irish 
~ricans liviin~ il! New Yerk were sUbpcenae::l. before it. Seve!""! (7) 
w:-tnesses :",:re di~TlU.ssed or received suspenced ,subpoenas. The 
f~ve rema~ ~uupcenees had no eOThlection with "the Irish Northern 
Aid Society! ~~ o-ganization being investigated. Fort Worth '...las 
0°sel! to ~ze expected protests . The .. >1.tnesses were granted 
:mru:m~ ty but stlll refused to testify. They served four rronths 
~ JaJ.l and were release when suppert from the Irish American 
cor:munity c:nd several kn= politicians helped to secure their 
bail, pendl.Ilg c:n a ppeal. Six rronths later the Supreme Court 
refused to . reVlew the Appeal Court's decision and t he Iren re tur­
ned to rpison . After an additional seven IT"Onths, they were f inally 
released b~ order of Justice Douglas on evidence that the govern­
~nt had v~olated the attorney-client privilege by the use of 
~llegal wiretaps. 

M::>re recently , J. Herbert Quinn, who served a s Mayor of 
ConQOrd, New Hampshire, was imprisoned when he refused t o testify 
at a Grand Jury hearing evidence regarding alleged gun running for 
the Irish Republican Army. 
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The increasing militancy deIJ10flstrated in minority struggles , 
and exhibited during t he Worren' s and Feace Moverrents has been used 
by t he government t o repress , suspend and violate the Constitutional 
rights of e very individual sympathet ic to progressive change or 
dedicated to making ref orms . The degree of repression determines t he 
extent of freedom t o be exercised by every citizen. 

The H.R. 6869- S . 1437 Bill recent l y passed in the Senate, 
declares arrong othe r things that 10 peopl e peacefully protesting can 
be arrested f or rioting . Deciding whe ther a peaceful protest is a 
r i ot is left t o the discretion of t he pol ice. One ' s ri~t to 
dissent is being eliminated . This bill also calls for the broadening 
of the po-lers of USE imnuni ty . 

Political Grand Juries can and will be utilized to restrain 
and control the methods used by Amer i can people to voice dissent or 
to derronstrat e oppositi on to governrrent policy. Ignorance and apathy 
create the c l irrate in whi c h our hurran rights are being slaolly eradi­
cat ed . The conditions are present in this society for the goverr,­
rrent to repress and deny basic rights to any individual who 
questions its politi 8al sys tem--in f act , they are already operating ! 
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IN UNITY 

The people I s concerted outcry in the 15th century , 
effectively abolished the Star Chamber and, now·, it is evident that 
we III.lSt also gather our forces , resources, and outrage so that, 
tmified, we will abolish t he polit i cal grand jury and i ts repressive 
use against progressive IIDverrents. : 

NON-COUABORATION, or the refusal to t estify or cooperate 
in any way with the Grand Jury, is a position which evidences 
itself arrong people from mmy different political strands. Members 
of chUF'Ch groups , worren I s groups, and political IIDverrents, such as 
the Puerto Rican Independence fuvement and the Chicano/Mexicano 
Movement, have all taken this principled s tand. 

Thi s position of unity arrong Grand J ury resisters IllU!it 
be supported by the demmd on the part of all people struggling for 
their deJoocratic and hurran rif".,hts, that indivi duals t aking this 
principled political posit ion on NON-COUABORATI ON not be forced 
to spend even one single day in jail. HOW can t'1e present example 
set by these courageous GRAND JURy RESISTERS serye as a basis for 
buildl.ng and strengthening a united f ront of redstance'? 
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~T YCXJ CAN 00 

.. . . He l p us educate your corrammity and/or local groups, or organi­
zations about the politic.a.l use of Grand J uries through mini­
f orums and the disscf'tir.at.i.or. of written material. Speakers 
and forum materials are a'Jailable ttL-rough c:..he New York 
Ccmni ttee Against Grand Jury Repression . 

... . Provide financial and rolitiCdl support for the Grand Jury 
Resisters who are the victims of this· f 0rm of repression . 

... . Par·ticipa-:e in letter writing campaigns and petitions to the 
U. S. Attorney demancL~g the release of the Grand Jury 
Res i s ters dnd an end to the political use of Grand Juries . 

. .. . Monitor the illegal a ctivities of the FBI ar~d other govern­
rrent agencies wi thL'1 our corrvnuni ties, gr-:Y.lpS , a:"\d political 
organi zations throug.h illegal electronic s c:rveillance, 
harrassrrent , and intimidat ion, and n:::tify the NY Corrmittee 
Agains t Grand Jury Repression. 

.... Letters and express i ons of support, as well as funds for the 
legal and political _Iork are needed desperat ely. Send ·them 
to t he NY Comni. ttee Agains t Grand Jury Repression, Box 268 , 
161 E. Houston Street, New· York 10002. 

AGITATE, DEMJNSI'RATE, MOBILIZE, AND ORG~IZE! ! !!!!!! 

ABOLISH THE GRAND JURY ! ! ! ! !!!! ! 

r=,,~l 
I ''!'IJ 
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. For Further Information Contact: 

THE NEW YORK COMMllTEE 
. AGA INST GRAND JURY REPRESSION 

Box 268 . 
Ibl East Houston St. 
N.Y.C. 10002 
868-JJJO 
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