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National Committee to Free
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
c/o Centro Juan Antonio Corretjer
203 East 115 Street 2 floor
New York, New York 10029
(212) 722-65314
(212) 427-3874

October 1, 1992

Estimados Companeros:
Aqui les enviamos para publicacion en Libertad los siguiente:
1) Ponencia frente el comite de asuntos internacionales del
concilio municipal de Nueva York sobre vistas celebradas para la

adopcion de la resolucion 617;

R .. ~ .
2) mensajes de Prisioneros de guerra Oscar Lopez-Rivera y
ndolfo Matos.

3) update del Comite.

i P
4) Actividad del Partido Nacionalista- Jose E. Lopez, orador
principal.

5) video: "Puerto Rico Will Be Free'.

Ojala que todo le vaye bien. Saludos y abrazos a todos.

En lucha hasta la victoria,




National Committee NYC/Chp.
UPDATE

The National Committee during the months of August and
September was able to participate in various street festivals were
the 6 foot display of the Puerto Rican Pows and Political Prisoners
was exhibited and signatures were obtained for the petition to
President Bush asking for the unconditional release of our
patriots. Approximately 1,000 signatures have been obtained.

The National Commitee, NY chapter presented a statement to the
United Nations de colonization committee who did not review the
case of Puerto Rico , but did have hearings for updates. The
National Commitee presented an update of the Excarceration
Campaign.

In September, the National Committee participated in a public
hearing before New York City Council resolution 617 which was not
vote on until more information is provided. The Committee of
International Affairs which held the hearing is composed of 10
members. They will hold another meeting within three weeks to
finalize and take a vote.

On September 26, the National Committee celebrated el Grito de
Lares in South Bronx H.S. where 200 students were present. Ana M.
Lopez gave a presentation, also showed the video "Puerto Rico Will
Be Free" produced by the Schomberg Academy H.S. students. Over 130
students signed the petition to Bush calling for the excarceration
of our patriots.

Throughout the month of October, the high school student
produced video "Puerto Rico will be Free" will viewed at different
public schools and colleges: :

October 9-High School at Bronx
October 16-City College of CUNY
November 4-John Jay College

Oon October 24, Father Luis Barrios, Ph.D of St. Ann's Church,
who has adopted PoW Oscar Lopez Rivera, will introduce a resolution
at the Epsicopalian Annual Convention to held at Cathedral Church
in 110 Street and Amsterdam Avenue calling for support for the
Independence of Puerto Rico and the excarceration of 19 Puerto
Rican Patriots.

On October 30-31, the Nationalist Party of New York will
celebrate their 70th anniversy and the Jayuya Uprising where
Secretary General Jose E. Lopez will speak on the Role of
Nationalism from 1960 to the present (focus on the gqualatative
developments of arm struggle).

November 21 (Saturday) Gran Opening of the first office of the
National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War and
Political Prisoners at St. Ann's Church and fundraiser for POW and
P.P. Christmas package drive. (Details will come shortly).



National Committee to Free
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
c/o Centro Juan Antonio Corretjer
203 East 115 street 2 floor
New York, New York 10029
(212) 722-6534

September 23, 1992

Honorable Wendell Foster, Chairperson
Committee on International Affairs
City Council

City Hall

New York, New York

Dear Members of the Committee:

The National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
and Political Prisoners extend their appreciation for affording us
the opportunity to come before you on this public hearing regarding
the adoption of a resolution favoring the excarceration of 19
compatriots presently in U.S. prisons through out 11 different
states.

Today, September 23, 1992 marks the most important date in the
history of our homeland, Puerto Rico. It was 124 years ago that
independence freedom fighters, like our compatriots presently in
U.S. prisons, accomplished to proclaim in the central mountain town
of Lares the first Republic of Puerto Rico thus overthrowing
Spanish colonial rule for a short period of time. This important
historical date is known as "el Grito de Lares" (the Cry of Lares).
This historical date also confirmed the spirit and strength of a
people in struggle for national liberation from all and any form of
colonial domination. The attainment of nationhood as evidenced by
El Grito de Lares has been fortified by all those men and women who
have continue to struggle for our freedom and self-determination.
These men and women are considered our true freedom fighters of
which are the subject of the proposed resolution favoring their
immediate excarceration. We are proud of our Puerto Rican
Prisoners of War and political prisoners for following the spirit
and legacy of the "Grito de Lares".

The present independence fighters have been imprisoned
unjustly for exercising their human and internationally recognized
right to be free from colonial domination. Puerto Rico was invaded
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"militarily by U.S. on July 25, 1898 and since, has maintained

colonial domination over the lives of the Puerto Rican people and
of its national territory. 1898 might seem a long time ago and a
date that we should forget, but it is constantly reminded when we
hear and know of the existance of our patriots behind U.S. prison
walls subjected to the most severe and inhumane treatment in
violation with the letter and spirit of the Declaration of Human
Rights and other international provisions.

In the last 12 years, the National Committee has launched a
campaign to free our patriots. Most of our efforts all these years
has to been directed to preserving their lives. We have launched
campaing after campaign to keep them alive inside the prisons
asking for an end to both psychological and physical tourture. We
understood that these imposed conditions were proscribed to wither
away these patriots' fighting spirit. For example, the imposition
of 24 hour lockdown as evidenced by P.O.W. Oscar Lopez-Rivera at
Marion, Illinois in the last five years; as seen in the case of
P.O.W. Alejandrina Torres buried alive in the Lexington Control
Unit in Kentucky for almost three years; as seen in the cases of
Ida Luz Rodriguez and Haydee Torres in the "Cardinal Unit" kept in
total isolation for over a year at Alderson, West Virginia. And
seen today with the case of P.0O.W. Luis Colon Osorio at Otisvile,
New York held incommunicado since his arrest. All of our patriots
have been subjected to constant harassment, no visits, curtailment
of correspondence and telephones privileges, sexual harassment of
female patriots through unnecessary cavity searches by male guards,
harassment of the family, friends and legal advisers (See attached
hereto letter from Congressmen Serrano to the Bureau of Prisons
proving the prison conditions of our patriots).

All our freedom fighters are serving prison sentences that are
excessive and punitive in nature. Our prisoners receive sentences
on the average of 71.6 years for the men and 72.8 years for the
women (sentence imposed in Illinois). Political Prisoner Haydee
Beltran received a life sentence. On the average sentences imposed
on social prisoners who commit criminal offenses are 41.2 years.
None of our patriots behind prison walls had ever been charged or
convicted of a crime before their arrest and all were imposed
excessive sentences only indicating that they are being punished
for their political beliefs and ideals.

A review of all the facts reveals that these patriots

imprisonment stem from the colonial relation that has existed
between the United States and Puerto Rico in the last 94 years.
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The United Nations has declared the decade of the 1990s an
END to COLONIALISM and the support for all nations to attain self-
determination because it is a process that will improve relations
between nations continues. In the case of Puerto Rico, this
decolonization process has been violated. This Committee can begin
to change the course of a plight that has kept Puerto Rico under
colonial rule and our patriots incarcerated, by adopting a
resolution that does comply with the letter and spirit of el Grito
de Lares, the Declaration of Human Rights and the believe that all
people have the right to self-determination and freedom. We ask
that you adopt the resolution favoring the immediate release of the
Puerto Rican patriots in compliance with human rights.

Thank you.

Ana M. Lopez, on behalf of the
National Committee
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TO MATOS

-

A A ASAMBLEIA MUNICIPRL DE NUEVR YORX

TievTorriguseno Tz U~ hensr voder dirigorme 2 uds. QISILNGULAOS
~-vdzdanos, miembros de: conseso municipa.. Mi reciame ante Uuds.
as ursente. Hablc como s2.cdado Legitimo por la :independencia ce

Ts~a gobierno federz. continua vioiando mis derecho & ser

=

reconocido por mis acciones pclitico-mi

itares. No soy, como eilios

uieren harceles c¢creer, un de.incuente comun. Su -rato hacia mi

®

persona No curmpie Con Su Propra iey. Me mantienen al otro extremo

1—

21 territor:o norteamer.cano, alejacdo de mi familia, ia cual

[}

apenas me puede visitar, alejado de mis amistades, y a:ejado de ia

[ N

s.:a. Por eso es que mi reclamo ante uds. es urgente. La decisior
dgue encaran uds. sobre nuestro futuro, .o0s prisoneros y prisioneras
po:iticas y de guerra puertorriguenos sera un hecho de importancia
‘..storica. A. fallar a nuestro favor, estan uds. miembros de este
Consejo municipal! enardeciendo poderosas fibras democraticas. Mi
rec.arc ante uds es urgente.

Adolfo Matos Antongiorgi

Prisionero de Guerra Puertorrigueno

Lompoc Federal 2?xison,
Lompoc Ca.ifornia
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“1_as palabras que escogi Tueron
desafortunadas. Hoy no usaria exas
palabras™. dijo el alcakic durante
un foro convocado por ¢l Instituto
para la Politica Puertorriquena.
"D cuakquier nancra, no aprucho
sus acciones. Pero sabiendo 1o pro-
fundo de los senimientos (de la
comunidad puertomiguena hacia
tos 4 nacionalistas) hoy no los ca-
ractenzaria asi. Esa caracierizacion
fue desafortunada”, agrepo.

Momentos mas iarde. Dinkins
mcluso afiadid: “Crev que fuc un
sror™,

6 alcalde se refino sobre sus

controvertidos comentarios des-
pués de que lo trayera’a colacion
un empleado municipal que habia
trabajado en la campana para la
cleccion de Dinkins. El ex volunta-
nio de la campana de Dinkins, sin
embargo, no parecio quedar del to-
do sansfecho.

“Todavia me ducle™, dijo Ra-
maén Cintrén, quien le hiciera la
pregunta a Dinkins,

Pero Cintrdn dijo estar confor-
me con ¢l hecho de Dinkins avep-
tara que iutbia sido un “error” refe-
rerirse a los cuatro nacionalistas de
esa imancra. De cualquier manera,

cuando catalogo de “asesinos™ a los cuatro na-
cionalistas puertorriguenos que penetraron al
capitolio nacional y dispararoen en su interior,
causando varios heridos, hace cuatro décadas.

indicé gue Dinkins “ha 1enido mu-
cho ticmpo para pensario™.

Sus controvenidos comentarios
fueron hechos poco antes de que el
lider sudafricano Nelson Mandela
visitard Nueva York. en donde re-
cibié una majesiuosa bienvenida
que incluyd un muiltinkdinanio des-
file por Broadway. Dinkins ascgu-

6 a Cintrén que ¢l no habla inter- .

venido en la cancelacién del en-
cuentro entre Mankdela y res de los
nacionalistas que sc habia progra-
mado en un prrcipio.

“Creo que esc fue ¢l punto en que
se comenzo a detenorar la relaci6n

David Dinkins se disculpa

ESTEBAN CRESTE
El alcalde David Dinkins s¢ retracto ayer de los
‘desafortunados™ comentarivs que enfurecieron
a la comnunidad puertorriquena hace dos anos

cnire a comunidad puertomigueiia
y Dinkins™, opind Cintron,

Los cuatro nacionalistas, Lolita
Lebrén, Ralsel Cancel, Andres 14-
gueroa Cordero y Irvin Flores, in-
gresarorn con anmas al Congreso de
esle pais en 1954 para demandar la
independencia para Puerto Rico.
Algunas personas resultaron hen-
das en ¢l evento pero ro murié na-
die. Los cuatro fucron cncarcela-
dos para ser indultos por el presi-
dente Jimmy Carter al final de la
decatia de 1970.

Enue 1anto, el alcalde volvid a
hacer hincapié en rol crucial que el
volo latino jugd para su cleccidn y
dijo lencr esperanzas de que volve-
d a recibir un sustancial mimero
de cs0s mismos votos cn las elec-
ciones del préximo aiio.

Marion

EFEMWashington
1 ex alcalde de Washington Ma-
ion Barry, cuya condena por con-
umo de cocaina parecia haber
westo fin a su carrera politica, se
segurd su regreso al Ayunta-
liento con una aplastante victo-
a en las clecciones primarias, lo
e to convictte a pantir de ahora
- ednecjal municipal de Ta capi-
' ectadoninidenee.

Barry vuelve triunfante

Con esle resultado, ¢l ex al-
calde se asegura la victona en tas
clecciones a concejal del 3 de
noviembre, dado que los republi-
canos carccen de posibilidades
cn cl distrito ocho, donde muy
pocos clectores son de este parti-
do o independicnices.

Vestido af estilo africano, con
una larga tunica y sombrero de
yeralya . iarens LR

ce anos. Scis meses mds larde,
Barry fue condenadoe a seis me-
ses de cdreel por consumo de
drogas, pena que cumphé en va-
rias prisiones.

Barry, que a su salida a la
circel cambio su iraje y corbala
por una vestimenta de eslilo

africano, afirma que ha encon-
trado Ia paz exnirine! en fn b

Panorama de las elecciones:

primarias en tedo el pais

CONNECTICUT

SENADCO: £} industrial Brook
Johnson derroto a Christopher
Burhain en la pamaria republica-
na. Ci ganador s¢ enfreniard al se-
nador demdcrata Christopher
Dodd.

DISTRITO DE COLUMBIA '
(Capital federal) g

CONCEJO MUNICIPAL El
¢x alcalde Mayor Madon Barry,
excarcelado en abril ras seis meses
por consumo de cocaina, gané la
postulacion demdcrata para repre-

sentar al distrité mds pobre de Was-.

hington en ¢l concejo municipal.

MASSACHUSETTS

CAMARA DE REPRESEN-
TANTES: :

E tifular demdcrata Chester At-
kins perdid ante Martin Meehan.

El titular demécrata loseph
Early, que gird cheques sin fondos,
gant a Gerard D’ Amico.

Ei titular demécrata Gerry
Studds derrotd al senador Paul Ha-
rold.

El titular demdcrata Nicholas
Mavroules, acusado por las autori-
dades federales de extorsién y aso-
ciacion ilicita para delinquir, gand a
Barbara Hildr. -

MINNESOTA

CAMARA DE REPESEN- ’

TANTES: El democrata Gerry Si-
korski, que gird casi 700 cheques
sin fondos y cambié su posicién
contra el aborto para favorecer [ue-
£o csa prictica, derrold al comisio-
nado del condado de Hennepin Tad
Jude, oponenic del aborto.
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