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AuR^itii •:;i^<aJ;ur/Jo.-inno Chosiftsi^ra, Citndi«:ita A c o l i / c i a r k SqniXQ, a n d ^ a y d 
.Malik C h a k u r VIBTQ utoppocl o n M a y 2, l^U hy at^t<i t r o o p e r « ^ o n th« ij^y jks''sdy 
Ti i r n p i k G . I'he s h o o t - f i r a t , aB/c-question.g-lRtcr i n c i d o a t t h a t £inau®d r a s u i t o j i 
in the -xivixC^ix o r a a y d w e l l a2 tea Mc.tiovi.a \;o'Qinding o f As a a i t a , ffi-ocprtr 
Werner Foorr;.tcr -wc.- k i X X s a . A n a a t s and Smiciiii'UCi Wore chargesd v,'i"s:U i^^avsifal 
c o u n t s Qt "»Ui*dc5r, a-^s^juXt, &na p o s s c a a i o n o f TOnnon*;. Finally »n£ r.ti^te lw4 
^hoL'Q SI'.::.": r. . vioii^riaa- in pcyi.ti?!"iii their h a d wantoa thorn i a f c r scnie 
tijne, a s p a r ; ic g o v c r m a s n t ' ongo-vng afetciatst t o c r u s h t h e {•.•ifiVCEiiftt f o r 

r-p a it-;? at-
in 1 9 7 7 

• T I G :-iU}. 

The f i r c t JJ..., 

r-nrf ftentcnned t o U f a p i u o 30 - y e a r n , jiasat^. vF^a fcried 

ti*.& SiftCk libarafcion stragi'.lc, recocrnizo o'l? . . 
•support v;Gr]c for £ur;.aiata a a w e l l G S s u p p o r t vjasrU for htii^ata, 

-v.. atioa of this h a s be-an t h e initiation a c m i p n i g a tso 
ttisii3 4t toancsn Ki:^t« pcisin,. This. firsJi iiaa&tsi-^^undifita 
unpcrcaftH b a c k g r o u n d in£orffifttif)n O.E w a l l thfi; le-rcect u p -

:.-uUu-uloa er both A s s a t * a^d S u n d i a t a . 

ItiQnv:T.y w c . -a h a s l o n g faaen a 
treoflo:'^ £ i - tha stJi«<?Cfio f o r 
t h e libora^^Oii o J t h o Bl;;gK jKition 

b n t h e . u . S . 7. - ^ l l c h o o d i « the 
lijouth ciod ,:ceace i n N o w Ifork 

h e r to t h a t " a n y b o a v ^ s 

U Q cioesn- . . .-ui • a n y t h i n g if y o u ' 
u B l a c k i n a m e r i k a . " A £ t s r a s a r -

o£ -fjiavc l a b o r j o b c , A S S a t a fcock 
-ha cfD ana c-nroliod. i n K u U h a t t ^ n 

'-jnunxty CiT'.lacja v;herQ a he b a c a m e 
.>&tt o f t h a B l a c k s t u d e n t organisa­
tion , a n d 

]• i.;et a :uOt all jaiotas ^ 4 
b r o t h a s v/hc. v;er@ i n t o B l a c k 
hlfj-toiTy c^nd cultur-s a n d w h o 
wc-ro t o l h i a g n h c u t frco&oJn 
f o r B l a c k p s o p l o . X t o o k t o 
thcAn l i k o a tXt.h t a k e s t o 
v,'atcr. 1 Ktartaa r e n d i n g 
yvcirything i c o u l d g a t ray 
lu.MuB o n KlJOUt h l a c k h i a t o r y , 
cultai'-- /.:nd t h e n p o l i t i c o 
a n d i d o o l c g y . I t w a s l i k e 

, iifjinT borr, o,gaia, JGYerything 
•ii--rtBd frilling tog!2th«r a n d 
Co-" t h e I'irs*-: t i m e in m y life 

S u n d i a t a A s o l i w a s b a r n i n V o r l i o n , 
T e x a s (. a s u a l l t W h b e l o w t h e Piia^-Slidife • 
UB ossparienced r a c i s m through c a t h i s 
c h i l G h o o d / b u t ffiariagod t o grtdr.ate i&'ori 
coXlvjga t?xth & d s g r a u i n ni?,th c.t 1S>. 
Aft©5; l o c k i n g i o r x^ork usiJUCOGsi.ai;ully 
in N Y C , hi> took a j o b &s a oor;:pu<icr p r o -
groj^twaj* f o r HAiSA i n C & I i f d r n i a l 
f i r e t bccciae p o i i t i e a l l y a c t i v e in th&-
si^j^Amcr o f 1 9 6 4 , deiiag v o t a r rc;-yd:?tra~ 
tioii w o r k in M i s s i s s i p p i , B u t h a r-rj--
turntad to h i e cai*^:ar, aftu 

i vaa raahing b i g ̂ u o k s - , arid I 
began t o realiao t h a t b y t-t-sying 
in tha oysteia and locking s u s c & s s -
f u l 1 w a & rsi£Ufiading a l e t of 
ot h o r B l a c k p e o p l e . 1 wc\rx bQir.g 
used as a pawn in & g-assa in w h i c h 
I did n o t C e r a to pai"'cieipatft, X 
\'f!Mi n o t f r e e , b u t I p o s s e s s e d ii^SinV 
o f tho 0|saboi3 a n d appeareno-ss o f " 
irrc'-Kiom. l' f o l t I v'f.a l o a d i n g 
b r o t h e r a t o raiGtako Bror^kr B r s c « -
S u i t s ior f r a a d o r a . , . a n d t h a t Wt.--^ 
a l i o i A l l I had d o n o vas sun--lvw-,-
b u t 1 couldn't; b e p r o u d nur-ri-
v r a Uiider t h a syctcu i n -accrica.. 
bscttuoo too many of r.y b r o t h e r e " 
h a d n ' t su . K-vived, ., .2 vras avfart> o f 



I 

o f thQ w o r l d I l i v e d i n . I > ' 
began t o OQO t h i n c o u n t r y as 
tho i n i p a v i a l i u t i c octopue i t 
i s and t o undorcteind t h a t t h i a 
iiyotcm canGot bo i r a p r o v e d — i t 
inuEt bo dar^rnyod nmX r?»pl«a<3d, 
j j y g ,»̂ ..«»jicv.o ciUnnqij, r o v o i u -
f i w i . \niO ai^OUlid t t i a u t h a i . 
i ' d u c i d u d t h a t t h o woot impor­
t a n t t h i n g i n lif© :for me Wivs 
t o s t r u g g i o f p r the l i b s r a t l o n 
o f B l a c k pooplQ and r . l l oppressed 
p o o p l o , t o c t j r u g g l e a g a i n s t a l l 
forroo oi; r a c i c m , c a p i t a l i o m , 
• i i n p o r i a i i c r a , nG:£iGm, cind o p p r e s ­
s i o n . (1976) 
Ausata worked v / i t h t h e B l a c k 

PanLher P a r t y i n t h o coro-Tiunity 
b r o n k f a s t progroin, a o t t i n g up f r e e 
h a a l t h c e n t e r s nn2. c t u a y i n g t o bo a 
pnra-iaedic aa p a r t o f a m e d i c a l 
Oadrc. 

th o govcrnniont • c v,vi3? o.gainat 
the n i a c h l i b e r a t i o n e t r u g g l o occa-
i a t c c i , Assata bccLr.12 a t i i r g o t o f 
O o i n t c l p r o (couutGr i n t Q l l i g s n c c 
Progra'n) . C o i n t e l p r o p a r t o f 
tho govornr^.Gnt'o csitioaign t o smash 
t h i r d v^orld l i b e r c . t i o n f o r c e s and 
o t h e r a t r u g g l c n , a carapaign v/hich 
o o n t i n u e s t o t h i n day. C o i n t a l p r o 
uiio^ a v a r i e t y o f r c p r e s a i v e t e c h -
nig;.'.'̂ .,", i n o l u d i n g w r i t i n g phoney 
l e t t e r s t r j c r e ^ t a d i s j t r u s t , £rfiining 
i n d i v i d v i a i a on c r i m i n a l charguc and 
'̂ vcn r e s o r t i n g t o raurder. T h a r c f o r a , 
•ncc f v h a vay c a p t u r e d , A s s a t a vac 

Hccqr3©(3 of a v a r i e t y o£ charges i n ­
c l u d i n g bank r o b b e r y , k i d j i a p p i j i g 
and murder. 

I h thcj f o u r yenra a i n c o t h e 
,;rrei-!c OR t h o T u r n p i k e , i n a n e r -
i o c o f fcriclS^ Ani-ata hae b;3s?;i ccr.-
u i n t n n t l y v i d i c a t e d . Only t h e Co-
m t o l p r o - i n s p i r e d s h o Q t - f i r r t p o l i c y 
o f t h e s t a t e troupeiTS h&n pvit A e t a t a 
Shakur b e h i n d b a r s , adding h.er t o a 
growing l i s t o f i-^.priaoned Dlack 
lci\a-;;rn t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

I n her t r i a l i n New Bru:iswick, 
Which began January 17, 1977, t h e 
outcono wao apparent from t h e s t a r t . 
DoKpiro t h o i i n d i n q a o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
J u r y P r o j o o t t h a t 80% o f t h ^ l o c a l 
p o p u l a t i o n from w h i c h t h a j u r y would 
be dravm v o r e conx'incQd o f her g u i l t 
Ahd onKioua t o soe hor p u n i c h o d , Judge 
Apploby d e n i e d a change o f vc.nuo; 
Appleby d y n i o d t h e clo'^cnse t h o r i g h t 
t o v o i r d i r e t h e j u r y ; App'i.oby r e ­
fused t o a l l o w Aooata o r h-r lav^ryers 
t o road her opening a t a t c m - i n t , o r t o 
p l a c e Lhp. t r i a l i n a p o l i t i c a l con­
t e x t ; Appleby r u l e d o u t cny r o f c r e n c e 
t o C o i n t e l p r o and i t s d e c l a r e d war on 
r^lixo:-:. people. The a l l - i v h i t e j u r y , 
not i n t o r o o t e d i n t h e t r u t h , r.dded t o 
tho raciair. o f t h o e n t i r e p r o c e e d i n g s . 
Ai;ter a t r i a l t h a t l a s t t h r c G months, 
lo;.ic t h a n tv;a days o f d e l i b e r a t i o n 
l e d t o a v e r d i c t o f g u i l t y on a l l 

t h o o u b t l e p r o a s u r e s v;orking t o 
f o r c o upon me t h e acceptance of 
v h i t e v a l u o y , t o g i v e up more and 
more o f b e i n g B l a c k . . . ! l o v e d ba-
i n g D l a c k — t h e B l a c k m e n t a l i t y , 
Bl«ck. moron, h a b i t s and a s a o c i a * 
t i o n o . X l o o k o a around £or an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t was a u d i c a t o d 
t f t a l l i i V i f t t i n g t h e B u f f e r i n g 
B l a c k p e o p l e . (iiPVl) 
sundiata j o i n a d th& Black panther 

P a r t y and v/as one o f t h e Panther 21, 
vrho v;cre a c q u i t t e d of a l l charges i n 
1971 a f t e r t r i a l by j u r y . 

Tv.-o dt^ya a f t e r t h a i n c i d e n t on t h e 
Now J e r s e y T u r n p i k e , Sundi&ta was cap-
turcQl and charged wiwh a i u f d s r o f t h e 
t r o o p e r . B e f o r e t r i a l , he W&D g i v e n 
no b a i l , a l l o w e d no v i o i t o r a , and h e l d 
t h e e n t i r e t i m e i n s o l i t a r y . l-Jean-
v/hile t h e r o v;ao a steady f l o ' f o f p r e j u ­
d i c i a l p u b l i c i t y eraanating from t h s 
c t a t a p o l i o s and t h e p r o B a c u t o r ' e o f -
£iC6. Whon t h o case f i n a l l y v.>cnt t o 
t r i a l , i t v;as Govcrod f r e u Aaaata«.g 
on t h e grounds o f her pregnancy, b u t 
a g a i n s t b o t h s u n d i a t a ' Q and Aasat«'3 
wia h o f j . Ke v;es t r i e d i n M o r r i s County, 
v;hioh i s 90^ white- and ono o f t h e r i c h ­
e s t c o u n t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r y , .'uuong 
t h e abus^ec a t t r i a l were the. forowo-vsn 
who was s e l o s a f r i e n d ot t h o M o r r i s 
County p r o s G c u t o r , the. judga v.'hc-̂ s 
f a t h e r was a c h i e f o f p o l i c e , t h a p r o " 
s e c u t o r ' s p l a n t i n g o f e v i d e n c e and 
p a i n t i n g & pietua^e i n aunmation q u i t e 
d i f f e r e n t frcxij t h a t e u p p c r t a d b y t h e 
eviaar.oo, a n & — t l i i o ccms o u t . i t h^t^ntc 
t r i a l t h i o y e c i r - ' - r e l a t i o n f l h i p s betv/ean 
s h e r i f f ' G o f f i c e r s and j u r o r s na w e l l 
as t h e o h c r l f f h i n n c l f s p y i n g on t h e 
j u r y d u r i n g d s l i b s r s t i o j l S . 

S u n a i a t f t V;A3 c o n v i c i t e d nrid iientcncei: 
t o l i f e p l U 3 30 y e a r s . Ha i s novj i n 
T r e n t o n S t a t e P r i s o n i n t h o Managoinsnt 
C o n t r o l U n i t (M.C.U,), SiziCQ coftvi«-
t i o n , ho hue been s i n g l e d o u t f o r 
p a r t i c u L a r ha.rraBsm.Qnt snd acapegoatad 
f o r any " t r o u b l e " i n t h e p r i s o n . 

I n J a n u a r y , 1976 he was t h a o b j e c t 
o f a n o t h e r f l o o d o f g r o u n d l e s s p u b l i c ­
i t y h o l d i n g iisira r o s p o h a i b l e f o r a. 
"bre a k o u t a t t s m p t " i n which ona p . r i r o n -
e r — J o h n Ande.liwa Clark»""was k i l l e d . 
L a t e r ho v.aLs c h t r g o d i n Andalivm's 
d e a t h — a g a i n , e s w i t h 2ayd, t h a s t a t a 
c h a r g i n g a c l o s e comrade i n t h e d e a t h 
o f a b r o t h e r raurdered by t h e s t a t e . A 
Eubsequent N»J. Suprsne C o u r t d e c i s i o n 
f o r c e d t h e s t a t e t o d r o p t h e murder 
c h a r g e , b u t I c s G c r Charges' ( c o n s p i r a c y , 
o t c ) r e m ain. And, on t o p o f t h i s , Nevr 
J e r s e y hfis made i t clGi?.r t h o y i n t e n d t o 
s h i p S u r i d l a t a t o t h e f e d e r a l p a n i t s n " 
t i a r y a t Leavenworth, KansaB-~dospite 
tho. f a c t t h a t ha has no f e d e r a l charges 
o f sny k i n d — i n an open a t t e m p t t o r e ­
move him frora h i s f r i e n d a and s u p p o r t " 
e r o find t o r e l i e v e t h e s t a t e o f iJev/ 
J e r E o y o f t h e burden o f i r a p r i e o n i n g 
a n o t h e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 



c o u n t c . 
T J i r o u g h o u t h o r f o u r y o a r s o f d&.^ 

t a n t i c a , A s f t a t a ' a c t a t u c a a a p o l i t ­
i c a l p r i G o n o r h a o b o o n c l c ^ t ^ l ^ ^ r a p o a -

i l l u a t r a t o thcs <3 ' o v c r r . ! ; i cn t ' o i n a i c t o i i c a 
th:xz sna i s a " h i g h o c c u r i t y r i c k , " 
T o £US.''uhor n a c u r o A S C a t a ' s t o t a l i c o -
I n t i o n , u h o ii4B • b o c n i n c u r c o r i i t o d i n 
a l l r c a n ' o a n d p r i o o n a f o r t h r e e 
y e a r s . H a v i n g s p e n t 1 1/2 yoQiTQ i n 
M l t T c i l o r ' i c x C o u n t y j a i l £ o t m e n a u a i t -
i a y t r i n l , s h e V/RC , v j pon c o n v i c t i o n , 
t r j i n i j i c r c c d t o C l i n t o n C c r r E c t i c n n i • 
I n s t i t u t i o n f o r V.-oiucn. S j j L . p i y 
c f t u s c c i f h o r p r o ' o e n c c t h o r e , nov,' 
h . ' - . r r & s s i a c a t procGduron v . ' c r c i i i i r a t s d i -
a t - L i l y i n a t i t u t e d t h r o u c j i i o u t t h e p r i ­
s o n ! d u l l y s t r i p s o a r c h c c , r o i i t x i c -
t c a y a i M a n d v i o i c i n ^ p r i v i l c g o c . 
* rho v/oxon p r o t e c t e d b y v ; o r k y t o p -
pa-jo-oi / i D u a t a U'-?.n pz*o:.;iPtoly t r a n ^ " -
f e r r e d t o X a r u v i l l c C o r - v c t i o n a l 
F C C i i i t y f o r a d o l o t i c c n t i f . a l o c , u U s r c 
a h o w « c K G p t f c j r f e u : . ' r n ^ n t a s , . L^n 
J u l y A B c s t a v;<:;:i t r c i n o f e r r a d t o t h s 
Wcc ion'L H o i i r c o f C c t a i v t i o a OA. R i k a r u 
IclL - ^ n d t o f f t c o l;run!;p:^d«up c l i a r a ^ a i n 

S u u i l i a t ; ? . haa a i r o a d u l o s t a ;i app 
o f h i a T u r : i p i k o conviotiQrk, b u t h e d 
w o r k i n g g o t t l i i i CP-EQ r G - o p s n o d , 
b f i ( ? ; i l y , Tdn^ 'P , :V i l ^^ ' ^ " ' ^ i?r - t i?0 fcrinl abUFin 

l ^ r u i i D w i c k . 113 i g a i c o f i g h t i n g a l l 
At-LuiiptD ::o ii'.ovcj h im bui; of ot iaba . 
P i n c l l y , i i a i s a c t i v e l y i c u c i a t i n g t h 
r a c i a t b r u t a l i c y o f T r e n t o n ' s M a n e g e 
r r . s n t C o n t r o l U n i t . A l o n g w i t h g t h a j : 
i n H . C . U . , - h a n a s nc l i h a d a n y viaitt 

f o r GGVG.!i l u o n t h s f r c i r . f r m i l y , f r i o n d ' 
o r l a w y e r s becauEO o f h i o p o s i t i o n o. 
\t&aiting " c c r j r . u n a l " j i u n p s u i t o . l i i E 
s u i t i (3 c t i i l i n P e d a r a l c o u r t on th 

d a n i a l o f az^cosa t o h i s I c i . ' y e r , 

S u n d i a t u A c o l i ' 3 f i g h t f o r f r a o d i 
i a i n t c g ; : i , \ l i Y t i e d u p v ; i t h A s s a t a . 
S h c k u r ' a f i r j i ; 1 s £ o r f r e a d c i a , We eVipp< 
b o t h o,^ t h c i n n o t b e c a u c Q t h e c o n d i t i i 
t h i a y a r a i i r . p r i a o n o d un<iaif c i r e i n h u i c a j 
— t h o u o ' - i t h i o i a t r u o a n d m u s t b e '.. 
c h i j ^ g c d * R a t h e r , v.'a u u p p o r t t h e r a b a -

-Cauae a:r B l a c k tfOVoiutionaritjS t h a 
f u l l v ^ r : ; i : h o f U n i t a d C t a t e s o p p r t ^ u s l t : 
ia d i r e c t e d A ' ^ a i n o t t h s i n f o r t h ^ i ^ ; -
1QD.C^'J:ip i n tho l i J ; ? u i ; c i t i o n s t r u g g l e ' 
e n d i t Lti o n l y t h o p e o p l e Q f f i V •; •;• 
t h a t v j - i l l f i - o o thcsra i n t h a e n d . 

• J i . G t r . / i ; ' ; i ' . i c u t o f A a n a t a .-ind S u n d i i ^ t a a t t h e h a n d s o f a i R t r i k a i a n o t u n i q u 
I ts a i : - ; J v i l l u f i t r a t c 3 s w h a t a l l B l a c k b * r o t h a r c i i n a 0 i n t e r e v h o s t r n g g l o . t f t & i d c 
o r oi- p r i s o n w a l i c c a n o i i p c c i x r o i a a r a c i s t g o v a r r i u a n t , a, g o v a r n r a o n i 
b u i l t u^ .o . i ana C U s t c i n ^ d b y thcL^ l i v ^ s ; and l e b o r o f -chC I S l e c k p a g p ^ O fl^tQined 
W i t h i n i t . l i u t n o p e o p l e v / i l l b© hei<a d o w n f o r o v a r , D i a c k p e o p l e i n e o i i t i ) - r : 
A i r i : - . ' . : r i c i n g e n d bx:Q3iKiti'j t h a l r c a r i n a . E l a c k p c s p l c i n ^ j n a r i k a AJJCJ 

t h & i r c h a l n G t o o ^ • i l i b e b r o k e n . A i f o u a d t h s g l o b a i i n p o r i a l i a i i i i s 
, o k . T h e c a p i t a l o f c a p i t a l i s m c r _ n n o t j j w f f v l v e . 

I n . D : : ; c c r n b v ! r , 1 9 7 5 G u i i d i a t a A c o l i a n d raany o t h e r p r i a o n e r n a t t r a n t o n SMi^ctr. 
P r i E u n v.-;-;oin W a r d e n A l l r j i H o f f f n c u i w o n a i d c r e d " t r o u b l c i i ' i & k e r a " v7 i . re l o c k e d x n t o 
a h v i r r i ; r ; a i y c r t ^ a t c d nov ; u n i t . T h i s iruixi-iaaxi a r e a c a l l e d M a n a g o m t t i i t C o n t r o l 
U n i t , i c l i t e r a l l y a p r i s o n v / i t h i n a y : j r i s o n a n d i u K.?.dG u p a l m o c t c o m p l e t e l y 
o f t h i r d v o r l d mun. T h e p r i s o n e r u w c r s t h r c - . m i n t o M . C . U . c t t h a t t i m © b a - " 
c a u s a tv^o- r i v a l f a a t i o n c v / i t h i n thca p r i a o n v . ' t r e f i g h t i n g CiTid k i l l i n g e a c h 
o t h e r a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n o f p r i n o n o f f i c i i ; l s . I ' o f f i t u u i , v/ho i a nov* D e p u t y 
D i r t o f c o r o f t h e d c p a r t u s n t o f p r i s o n s , h a o b s e u U n d e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n by"& Haw 
J e r ; s u y t j r a n d j u r y r e c e n t l y f o r h i s r o l ' v * i n i n r s t i g a t i a g t h o s e ' e n d o t h a x - p r i s o n 
d i n o r d e r i i . A t t h a t i i a o , H o f f l a a n f e l t G o r a p e l l c d tg> p l a c e , t h e n iGmbGra o f b o t h 
W a r r i n g f r i C t i b n s i n c c g i ^ c g a t i o n a n d t h e n d e v o l o p o d i s r r a t i o n a l f e a r s t h a t t h e 
p o l i t i c a l p r i c o n e r B v;ouid raovc t o t a k e c o n t r o l o f t h o p r l f l o n . S i n c e most, o f 
t h c ! p o l i t i c a l p r i c o n o r a h a d c o u T . i t t e d n o v i Q l a t i o i i a o f p r i o o n r u l t S f s p e o i ^ i l 
h e a r i n g i ; \ , e r o h e l d w h i c h j u o t i f i e d t h a i r p l a c c t ^ i i n t i n K . c . u . t t t a r a l y b c - c a u s c ' 
o f t h : ; c r i r . ( i ; » f c r v / h i c h t ? i o y \:GrQ t ^ e n t c i i c c d i n t h o f i r y t p l a c e . . 

T h Q c o luiiu. i n M . c . U . a r c c c n t i n u a l l y a u b j c c t c d t o p u n i t i v e c o n d i t i o n s , 
h s r r e . . ' i c i a G n t a h d p r o v o c a t i o n , a u w e l l a s t r u r a p c d - u p c h a r g o o c o t h a t t h e admin'-

i o t r a t i o n c : i n b u i l d u p r e c o r d o c i i t h c : r t a n d t h u o " p r o v e ' ' t h e y a r c V i o l e n t a n d 
u a c Q n t r o l l f l b l o a n d t h & r o b y j u s t i f y t h e i r c o n t i n u o d l o c k - u p i n i - i . c . U . H a r r e i a s - ' 
n i o n t o o n d i c t n o f 2 ' 5 - h o u r a day c o l l c o n f i n e m e n t - r c o p t f o r 10 i n i n u t a s h o v / e r s 
a n d r n c r c ^ t i o n p e r i o d s 2 - 3 t i m a a a v a o k i n a e m a i l c o u r t y a r d . S s v c r a l o f t h a 
i n m a t e s h u v t i racaivQd uo m a n y f r z u i i c - u p c h a r g e s t h a t t h e y h a v e l o « t a l l r e c r c c - . 
'*MPii»J'^^yii^'3'2f3 u n t i l S o p t e j n b c r . Soim h a v e b e a n k e p t i n t h e i r c s i l n c o n t i n u e 
o u a l y f c r 3 m o n t h c a n d c ^ i p o c t a n o t h e r i m o n t h o o i ' a u c h p u n i s b a n c ^ n t , T l l o c o l l s 
a r c l o umMl i t i s , i g a i n s t t h o l a v / f o r t h a A S P C A t o c o n t a i n a DO l b . G e r r a a n 
a h e p h o r d i n a o l i m i t e d a s p a c e . C o l d f o o d a n d f i l t h y l i n e n i n b a r e s t r i p c e l l e 
c r a . u t a a . ' i i c k a n i n i j e n v i r o n r u e n t . T h o f o o d a n d d r i n k o f t e n c o n t a i n p o v / o r f u l 
t r a n ' i u i l - i i ' c r a c o n u t a n t a h a k c d o v / n n w i t h " b e n d a i^d s p r e a d " s Q a r o h o s e r e m i t e 
i n c i c l ' ^ n t a d u r i n g v / h i c h a a u a u l t c h a r g e s a g a i n o t t h o irMnatas a r e d r a v a \ u p . 



AssATA $urr>o^r^r^5 GO TO COURT 

On J u l y 8, 19 77 a hearing in the caac Of fiV^i GUPPOrtcrP 
O f AGuata ShaXur took plaoci dovm the c o r r i d o r from Judge Appleby's 
coui;'t.trortm i n l-.h«» MitiaitsaoK Giiunty Courl-Uowwis. 'ruin p r o x i m i t y t o 
the sceno of Aseata's r e c e n t t r i a l i s nftt jtiQt symhollc. The 
f i v e women v;erG a r r e s t e d i n New Briansv/ick i n March While doing 
support vorJ-; f o r Aaiidta, They wero charged with "posting hand­
b i l l s " (FrarE ASSATA postyxs) and two charges r e l a t i n g to " l o t t e r y 
s l i p a " (/isaata Dofanse Coriuiiittee r a f f l e b o o k s ) . Since the a r r e s t 
t}ic s t a t e of New Jeroey has made i t c l e a r t h a t i t i s s e r i o u s 
about purouing i t a ixttaakB on Asaata's c.upportors, hoping to 
discourage f u r t h a r support and to i s o l a t e Aeeata. 

Immediately a f t e r the a r r a s t and then again a month I s t o r 
a r t i c l G c appoasrcd i n Ho",? Jei"5C-y newspaperss s t a t i n g t h a t ti\Q 
defendants aa w e l l QS other supporters v/ere the t a r g e t s of 
p o l i c e ihtelli<?£ncc reports v.-hich had been gathered m thsm 
a l n c c Ai'sata's t r i a l hcigan. The day aftfsr the a r r e s t the f i v e 
defendants v/ere b c r r c d f rem' Judga Appleby's courtroom f o r th« 
duration of the t r i a l . ?i B l a c k woman \A?ho worked on Assata's 
d Q f o n a a h^d e a r l i e r bacn barred without any j v i s t . i f i c a t i o n und 
many othor Block svipporteirs hove been haraeood by the p o l i c o in 
and arovmd New Brunr-v/ick. 

The s t a t e has alfso p i j r 3 U G d th& cas© of t h e fixre i n tha 
cQUj:t5. At a Kcw BrWiS'^jlck Mtmicipal Court px-eliitu.hari<- hciarittff 
on the l o t t e r y char gas, tha judge! ordarod tho chartjs of "po&gac-
G.ion Of .lottery a l i p f j " on one of the defendants and t h a t she bs 
cant to thei gr^nd j l l 5^y f o r f u r t l i ^ r a c t i o n . T n t a n d a d a s sun c n t i -
o r g c n i K e d crime stcitut«, tha chargs i s an i n d i c t a l ) l a offunee 
which o a r r i e s n pcnsiblG threti y e a r j a i l terra. Trie completftly 
absurd chargos of "Vforking f o r a l o t t e r y b u s i n e s s " which had 
been broUCfht a g a i n s t t h e o t J i e r f o u r defendants! wc^re droppad a t 
t h i s time. 

On J u l y 8 th.crc \!as, a hearing on a motion the defendants 
h a d brought to havo tho Gvidcnce r c i a t i n c i to the p o s t e r i n g charge 
cupproflccM because i t had been o b t a i n G d as the r e s u l t of an i l ­
l e g a l K c a r c h of t h o i r c a r . Tho tlVQ womfiii chGsci to r a p r a s e n t 
t l iGrr.aelvQG a t t h i a h aaring heavmc they belie,v& they could most 
e f f e c t i v e l y expose the haaQl: as of the charges and the p a t t e r n 
of h a r a s j a i T i e n t alii^ed r.t ...upporters. Despite the f a c t t h a t 
under cross O X K n i n n i : - i - r e s t i n g o f f i c e r s c o n t r a d i c t e d 
t l i o n s e l v o s r QAvh other; • defendants, a n d dfespite the f a c t 
t h a t n e i t h e r cop vaa &h ...uuatify any of the defendants as 
havincj Gorrmittcd &ny cr , the j i i d g e denied tha motion and h e l d 
t h a t &11_ the exridencQ, ^ i i i c l u d i n r ; t h e r a f f l e books, was a d i a i s s i b l s . 

The judge'n QGciEion v/as n o t e u p r i e i n g . A number of the 
dcfcndantc had v;orkcid i n NGV/ Brimsv/iclc f o r znontiia on Aasata'a 
case. A l l of thorn had attended t h e t r i a l a n d j o i n e d i n p r o t e s t 
der-onBtrntions. They d o not o x p o c t to r e c e i v e a f a i r t r i a l i n 
the same c o u r t r c o K wh.cre Assata v j a s r a i l r o a d e d . K a i t l i o r do they 
expect cops v/ho c a l l e d Assnta "a c o m m u n i s t b i t c h " and the de-
fendanta "dupeis'^ of BID.C); people to t e l l the t r u t h on the w i t n e s s 
B t a n d . Thoy b o l i e v e that only through a m i l i t a n t stance i n the 
courtroom and v l D i b l e support fronv other people can the s t a t e 
o f f e n o i v c be w e t . They a l c o b e l i o v e t h a t f i g h t i n g t h i s case 
p o l i t i c a l l y i a one v?ny of c o n c r e t e l y d e m o n n t r a t i n g continuing 
support f o r Ansata and the hlaok l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e she r e p r e a e n t s . 



Thara io .'5o nionsy fco apor.d at ConiinicyAry because there is no work c i ^ ; : - : 

thfi job &f iuOijasncjar. 'i'i'ia iast one wa» ahgt in t h e back w i t h h l E hanas u. 
fchCi ALU by thO gUaraiS, UnaorntRna^bly, no o n e w a n t s t h a t job. Tha ijUiictc 
n l K O hrtVO ntj accatsa V.h« I M W libr"rY. ^r,-^nl , lichooi o r roliqfio ' 
s«rviQ«tt. A yuit chaiienging iiJLegai tirflu^tj^^rw fcp K ? C . V - a n d t n ^ t : o j i a i . i : i c 
tharn vn.-j brought by HiJ.C.L.U. • o frisonci't^* Rlyhta Org&nLztil Dfci'OniiCi lii ? 
©i-ai court in 197S. JudgG Piaher (tarao judge who ruled that Aetata can ba 
hold at Yftifdville) ruled againut 'Jhe prijsoHoro. The decifiion is tising app 

Xr. January, 1S77 tho prison ienuod 3 •'communal" jumpsuits to b© worn, v:: 
out any other clothing, by the 47 men preoently housed in M.CiUi whenever tr. 
haVo V i s i t n ci-jan though all v^iaita a r ^ through glaaa windows. Since the 3 
e u i t s arc in constant"uije, thay nre r a r e l y vmohod and inmates who v/ora tho;i: 
contrACtod rash&s and infections. Tha determinad ^riiscsnara ^;ho refusinc 
to th©m hftvo h«d no visito—not oven fro.n lav.'yora-'-since January, 

It was to publlciza thiu iasup and to protest all aspects of H.C.U. tht.;„ 
supporters of the man dGunonstrated ouraida Trantoii State PriBon on June 24tl.. 
Thsj fact that 7veoata Sha3<.ur v;as imprisonsd v/ithin an all male institution •,; 
aliso puJalicisod end p r o t o s t e d . Later, tha daraonatratora pickated outEide th 
K.J. i»»Q",:>£"ts'ttiht,oit" Corifc-ictiona aad d(ii«and6d ta GomMissicAer Rab^rt Mulc:,., 

ThSSiS l^eproccntatiVOQ of the demi)hatratora met with Robert R^ed, tKaCMtL: 
e e a i s t a n t to tha c o n u B i s o i o n o r , who admitted that no spscific critsrisn otlicr 
thnn toing pcrcoivad at; dangerous v;as nacessary for prisonsrs fco fcs trana-
ftirrod to M.C.O., that tho calls, in ract, violate fsdsral "g\jidsli?:?j.'5" ar:-.! 
that nar.y complcinta about tha jufApnuita had been consiatently icjnorcd.-Ik. 
also contandad that the ^,600 - $15,000 psr yaar par priaonar v;hichu't.ne st,. 
OS Hew Jersey cicitat; to spand, is inoufficieat to allow each prisoner to h -, 
his o'.m jumpEuit. nov:avar,. soon aftar the protcat, each man in M.C.u. uas 
ffloaauz-ad for an individuul jurapauit* 

conaitions that prevail at"Trenton, oBpccially within M.G.U., nor. v. 
nique to that facility. Clearly, thiJ5 racism and brutality within prison 
an^ intonaifi::;.j,tioa ot thg Tt'.Qitit brutality outBida. A lailifiant rsspcjn'tis 
Galled fos» The otata-pi-ogrcum-Had eictermination of Black leadership aa & cvn 
BamiQtico of pclitioal cjtruggle must fc>o resijitsd. Uaoisstiinas on tha inaido-
laust ba supportfsd by wilttantancy on tho outside-. 

. ASSATA aPPATc 
Adnata lo a t i l l facing mux"dor chai*gas in BrooJiiyn Supreme Cousrt. 0£ tn..,, 

3 othora indicted in the case, Tv/yKian Myers waa murdared'by UYC police, Andr. 
JilcKoSil'S ahurqaa V'̂ r̂o diaaijiaod and Avon Hhita i s awell-jaiown aqsnt who h.::̂  
teatUriad in t'^vctvil cases, Asisata'a Isst ttppearaace in this case v,'aa July C 
CrTi a pravioua date«-Juna 27-i-the casa v/as adjourned v.'hon ASSata f Q l l dO'-Tl C;; 
her way into court and vras hurt bscaiisa of tha anltle and wrist Bh&a: : - ' 
fcrcod to vcttr. At tha July cppeoxanco, Septeiabsr 18 vi&,u set dsv/ii L. ,j 
Gtarkoy for'pre-trial motions. Attcrnoys aro preparing motions £or aigjslpor-...! 
i'aSi^a cn failure to proa acuta and th-a federal recioval rule whi ..-̂  
log^l to novo a dati, ;?r-r- back and forth bDtwsr- r^-.ten more th...a o : . ' - . . , 

On tho K.J. "Hui case, thc2 K.J. Appell ..:i.vioion rssantly dmiao. a 
motion for an appao.' -udga Appleby's denial oi a fuller hearing"on the r.ii;„-
trial isauo of--Juro2 ...vuovarn»c aaoapo from Bcqueofcration. A letter • 
besft sent to tho K . J , SupremiS Court askirg for the right to appeal th:L 
AIDO, in tha Turnpike oass, tha N.J . Pvixilic Da£c.nd^.r's o f f i c e ' i s undertak 
tho appeal of tho conviction bacaiisa of Assata's indigant status. 

Finally, tha fact that fcha state of New Jorsey ke&pa htaabc^ in art. all 
can's prison v;h©n cho is in their cuutody--a violation of stste lav; which his 
aurvlved a hyaring bafora Judges PiBhcr—is being appealed by P.R.o.n. a n d 
National Conforcnco of Black Lawyers. 

A&.'iATA aHAKUrS DEFErJSE C0M,\1!'n GE 
353 LAFM'EiTE STREET 
NEVVYOr^K, N E W Y Q H K 1^12 


