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I wet a 10t of sistas and
brothas who were into Black
higto¥y ond culturs and who
ware tallking nkout froudom
for Black pagple. Y took to
than like fish takes to
water. I started reading
averything 1 could get my
hunde on sheut Black history,
cultures #nd then politice

and ideology.. It was like
Everything
wiarted falling together and
fos the riret time in my life
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Life plus jedxy ..

Angaty Zhakur/Joanne Cheginard, Sundiseta Acoli/Clark Squire, and Zayd
Malik Shak sterped on May 2, 1973 by @tate troopers on tha Now J;?nay_
Turnpike. The shuobk=first, ask-questions-later incident that ensu=d rasulted
In tha murder of Zayd well az tha sevioua wounding of Asgata, Trocner
wernor Focrstaor vas xilled. Assaks and Sundliata ware chargsd with caveral [
counts Of Murdcr, aA3Rault, &nd possession of wveapones. Filaally she ntate Lad
thooe Zluch scvclullonuries in a position they had wanted tham in for 5O
time, as C the government's ongoing attempt to crush ths pavemant fos
Black libo noin this ¢ountry. Sundiata wag tried in 1974, convictsd on
ne LlIRGt crncg . and peltenced to lirfe dius 30 yeara. Rszata vas tried
in 7 : Larly saddiotded. In.Apkdd 4847 she was sentoneed to
Lifa plup 5070 . ,

G 6U) £ the Black liberation gtruggle, we recognize our Yeg-
ponsibliicy o uprolt work for sSundiata as well as support work for Aswata.
The ; id ticn of this has an the initiaticon of a campaign to
puLlieize Ly conditiens ab Prontss Btste Prisen. This fliret AmSkte-Sundlaty
Bullelin oo . Joritant bacrkground ipnformation as wall zg tha latcohk upe=
dete on the situation or bath Aesata and Sundiata.

Aot a3 k revoly- Jundliata Acoli wae born in Varhon,
Clonnsy we 10 nag leng bemn a TaXes, a suall town below the peahsndls
frecdsn £4qglit n Che stdeeia for Ho a¥peiienced racigm thronghout hig
the libgratic i tha Blgok nation childhood, but managed to graduvate fron
IneEHE U.SE A ohildho in tha collegd witk a dagree in math ot 19.
gouth and @ sdelzsconce in New ¥ork After lodking for work unsueccszfully
dad her Lo ni that "anybody'g in N¥C, he took a job as a cosputer pro-
Lifo domon'c wedn anything Lf you gramaay for HAEA in Califsrnia, He '

re Black in amerika.” After a sore firot boceame pplitieflly asctive in the
as of slave labor jobo, Assata took pumtner of 1964, deing voter reglstra-
ho GLD and ¢nrollod in Nenhattan tion work in Missiselippi. But ha ra-
oimmunity Coillage vhere ahe bacame a turned to his eceresr, apd

art of the Black student organiza- 1 was naking blg bucks, and

ion, and ; began to reallze that by staying

in the syatem and losking gsuzcazoe
ful I was minleading a 1ot of
othar Black poople. I waz baing
Uged as a pawn in a game in which
I 4did not cars to parcicipate, 1 %
was not frea, but I poascesed many
of the aymbols and appesarances of
freadem. Y felt I was leading
brothers to mistake Bronmkz Brogo,
gults for freedom...and that o

a4 liel All I had done was surviya,
but X couldn't be proud of gsurvie
val under tha systea in Amorica,
becauase too many of mv Srothers
hadn't survived,...I was awaze of




of the world I lived in. I | 4
began to seeo this country as

the impexialistic octopus it

is and to underctznd that this
system cannot bo improved--it
must be dgortroyed and raplrond

. e 2A GGG Ghianga, & revolus=
?iuﬂ. ﬁ‘ft Wwin nrnund'tlwn Lhak

docidud that the oot impor-
tant thing in life for me was

to struggle for the liberaticn

of Black pcople and all oppressed

paople, to struggle cgainst all
formg of racism, cepitalism,
lnporialicn, saxiem, and opprese
slon. {1L976)

Ansata worked with the Black
Panther Party in the community
broakfagt progrom, sétting up free
health centers and studying to bao a
para-nedic as part of a medical
cadre.

As tho govarnment's way aqainat
the Black liberation strugglo geoea-
dated, Assata becima a target of
Cointelpro (Ccounter Intolligence
Program). Cointelpro was part of
the government's campaion to smash
third world liberation forces and

conlinues to this day. Cointalpro
ugen a4 variety of vepreasive teche
niguan including writing phoney
letters to erepte distrust, freaming
individuals on criminal charges and
oven raporting to murder, Therefora,
once cha was captured, Agsata was
acouood of a Vvaricty af charges 1y
cluding bank robbery, kidnapuing
and murder.

it e four years since the
arrecet on the Turnpike, in a ser-

lop of trials, Assata has boga cone-
sistently vidicated, oOaly the Co-

intelpro-inspired shoot-fizrt policy
of the state trocperp has put Asasata
Shakur behind bars, adding her to a

drowlng list of impriscned Nlack
icaderg threugheut the counry,

In her trial in New Brunswick,
wh}uh began January 17, 1977, the
ocuLtong wag apparent from the start.
Doszite the findings of the National
Jury Project that 80% of ths local
porulation from which the jury would
be drawn were eonvinced of her guilt
and anxXious to sne her puniched, Judge
Apploby denied a change of vonuog
Appleby cended the dofionse tha right
to volr dire the jury; Appleby re-
fused to allew Asscata or hur lawyers
to road her opening atatem=nt, or to
place the trial in a selitical con-
LexXt; Appleby ruled out any reference
to Cointelpro and its declared war on
Elack people. The all-white jury,
not interceted in the truth, added to
the racism of the entire proceedings.
Alter a trial that lagt throe months,
iosc than two days of deliberation
led to a verdict of guilty on all
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the subtle prassurcs working <o

force upcn me the acceptance of

vhite values, to glve up more and
more of being Black...X loved be-
ing Black--the Black mentality,
plack moren, habits and associa=
tionw. 1 looked azound for an
organization that wag dodicated

to allaviating the suffexing of

Black people. (1971)

sundiata joined tha Black Panther
Party and was one of the Panther 21,
who wcre acquitted of all charges in
1971 after trial by jury.

Two days after the incident on the
New Jorscy Tuxnpdke, SBundiata was cap-
tuzced and <hazgsd with muzder of the
troopor, Before trial, he wao given
no bail, allowed no visitors, and held
the entire time in solitary. Mean-
while thers waoc a steady flow of proju-
dicial publicity emanating from the
state police and the prosecutor's of-
fica. Whon the case finally went to
trial, it was ocevered from Ashata's
on the grounds of her pregnancy, but
againat both Sundiata's and Agsata'g
wishes. He was tried in Morris County,
which ig 90% white and ono of t¢he rich-
eat counties in the country. Among
the abuses at trial were the Iforewoman
who was a close friend of the Morzip
County progssouter, the sjudgc whose
father was a chief of police, the pros-
sgoutdr's plantity of evidelce and
painting a piecture in summation quite
different frxom that supported by the
evidancy, and--thipo cuma out At Andata
trial this vear~-relationshlps betwecn
Bhoriff'o officexs and jurors as well
ag the shexiff himself opying on the
jury during delibexatlcns.

Sundintn waa cenvicted and zenteiicec
ts life plves 30 years. lle is now in
Trenton State Prison in the Management
Control Unit (M.C.V.). S&incae convie-
tion, he has been singled ocut for
particular harrassment and scapegoated
for any "trouble" in the prisocn.

In January, 1976 he was tha object
of another fliood of groundless public-
ity holding him reapohsible for a.
"breakout attempt™ in which ond pricon-
er--John Andeliwva Clark~-was killed,
Later he was chazrged in Andaliwa's
death—--again, as with Zayd, thea state
charging a cloac comrade in the dealh
of a brother murdered by the state. &
subgsequent N.J, Supreme Court decision
forced the state to drop the murder
charge, but lecsocr charges (Conspiracy,
ete,) remain. And, on top of this, New
Jersey has made it clear thoy intend te
ship Sundiata to the federal peniten=~
tiary at Leavenworth, Kansas--despite
the fact that he has no federal charges
of any Kind--in an open attempt to re=
move him f£rom his friends and supporte
¢rs and to relieve the state of Hew
Jereey of the burden of imprisoning
another revolutionary.
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Throughout hor four years of do=-
tantion, Aggata's status as a pulit-
ical prisoner has boen. “1LEE%ELEFE““‘
nizad by.kBe,92%81R¢t1on, dunial of
VER(EET and vrlot wad ankle phedlleo
illustrato the governmcnt's insigtonceo
that she is a "high security rigk."
To further sccurs Aspata's total ino-
lation, sho hAo -boen lncurcorated in
all won's jalls and prioons for three
years. Having spent 1 1/2 years in
Middlanex County jail for men awvait-
iuyg trial, she was, upon coaviction,
trangforred to Clineton Qorrecticnal
dnstitution £82 womcn. Sinply ba-
cause of her prcosence there, now
harrassoent procedurap were inmedie
ately Inotituted throughosut the pri=
Bon; daily strip ﬂaarah,_, rectzic-
tod vard and vigiting privileges,

The womon ﬂ-GLL,LLd by tiork gtop-

riconers had coumitted no violationa of prison rules,
Vere hulﬁ which justified thelr placerment in M.C.U. merely becausc '
e sentenced in the £irst place. :

M.C.U, are continually pubijccted to punditive conditions,
provocation, as well as trunned-up charges co that the admine

Sunligta has alroady lost aa app
of his Turupike convietion, but he i
working ¢¢ gct the caso ra-opéncd,

BAGLAY i RDR8hc ke EXfal ghuae

FITE
Brunswick. 12 19 also fighting all

attunpts to wovo him oul of stala.
Pinelly, ho in actively rasisting th
raciast brutalicy of Trenton's Manage
meat Coairol Urnit. Along with othar
in H.C.U. : ha hac net had any Vlﬂitﬂ-'_
for sovcn montha from fomily, frioend’
or lawyers because of his pgsition o
wearing "comnmunal® jumpsuito. His
sult 1g gtill in Federal cauz¢ on th
denial of accoss to his lowyer,

sundlate Acoli's fight for fraeed
is intcomrally tied up with Assata
Bhckur's fight for freedom. We Bupp
both of zhcon not becausg the conditle
they arxo imprisoned under are inhuma
~= though tais is true and must be .
chunged. Rather, we support them bes
-¢ause as Black peveluticnarigs tho
full wroth of United Status oppressic:
ia dirgeted against tham for theoix
legderslip in the liberation struggle
and 1t ig oaly the people's effarts
that will frog them in the end,

ta at the hands of amarika ia not tiniqu

what all Black boothers und pisteve who struggle insadc
¢an cxbocl fiom. & FRGist goverpmant, 2 govsInmene

and laboir of the Glack people detained

Dlack peopie in golther:
Elack peonle in Amarika ayg
Around the globa imperidlisa is

alism cannol svrvive.

L975 Sundiata Acoll and many other prilooners at Trenton Stkte
Hoffmen conoldeted "troublexckers" were locked inte
This maxl-maxi aro; callod Management Centrol
Lthin a prison and lo made up alwost cempletely
priscrers wers thrown into H.C.U. &t that time bha--
within the prison were fichting and killing each

offiman, who 18 now Dﬁputy ‘

¢ departient of prisons,has basen under lnvestigation by a New
his role in instigating thoae ond other prizon
the time, Hoffian felt compellcd to placa the members of both
in gegregatlon and theén develcpod lzrational fears that the -

Sinece most of
special

-

pduku. Acsata w2 rquu“ly Lranue
forr to Iard?illc Corryotional
E&PJJiL“ for adolegeent .jlen, vhazg
she was Kopt for four manths. In
JUlY Amcsta wgs tranafer: hd tn the
Womon'c ilsunte of Detantion 6i. Rikars
Ipland Lo fag¢ trumpad-up charges in
BrRoaklyn.
The treoatsent nf Ascata and Sundie
ie osimply fllust t*q
DL lale '?.'Z,-La_" 2L 1E
buile vzonand 5u1t¢*nfd By the ldivey
Within it, BUt no p'a*lc will bg hold down forcvasz,
Afrik. *¢ rdsing and bregaking their cnaina.
Bitng sl «“er chalne tog Wwill be bigken.
under attack. The capital of capit
E CAMPATGN ASAINST M.C.U.
In D nper,
Priszon wiiem Warden Allan
a hn.ff Ly Lh,,_bd new uadt,
Uni 1; 13?**- ly a prisoa wi
of ti i rld mon, The
CHBUEE twe :iv:l f;ztin 16
oth: at the instigation of phluun officiale.
Pircetor of
Jargay grand ]l.y recently for
dino-dezp, AL
warring factions
political p.lfrahﬁs vould move to take control of the prison.
tI g I'."l-"- f.h-ﬁl
hearings
of the crimes fcovr whioh they ver
Theso men in
Narrasoment an
igtrotion c

uncentrollahle

and thereby justify their continuad leck-up in M.C.U.

can duild up records ¢n them and thuo "prove® they are vioclent and

Harrasa=

ment concicls of 24-hour a day cell confincment except for 10 minute showers

and J'LIﬂit¢Dn perlods 2-3 times a weok in a tmall courtyard.

Several of the

inmates have received so many frameg-up charges that they have lost all xegre-

ation pr1v11ggud until September.

uuq13 for J montheg and expoct another & months of such punishment,

o gmall it is ggainst the law for the ASPCA to contein a %0 1b., German

Cold food and filthy linen in bare strip cells

The food and drink often contain powerful

tranqullizers and eonotant shaxecdowns with "bend and aprcad® searches

o during which asvault charges against the inmates are drawn up.
w L

are
ﬂhephuru ih so limited a space.
éreate 4 aickening environment.

ingident

Some have beon kopt in their cells continue-

The colle

reate
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ASSATA SUPPORTERS 80 TO COURT

on July 8, 1977 a hearing in the case of fivo ourporters
of Aspata Shakur took plage down the corridor from Judge Appleby's
courtreom in Lthe Alnﬂlo;uu Qeuuaty Couxthouge, This proximity to
the seene of Assata's rocent trial is not Juat symhelie. The
five women were arrested in New Brunswieck in Mareh while doing
support work for Assata. They were ¢harged with "posting hande
bi1ls" (FREE RSSATA postery) and two charges relating to "lottery
sBlipa" (Assata Dafonse Commlttee raffle books). Since the arrest
the atate of New Jerney has made it clear that it is serious

. about purpuing ite attacka on Aggata's gupporters, hoping to

discourage furthor support and to lsclate Assata.

Inmedlately after the arrest and then agailn a month later
articlos appoayed in New Jersey newspapers atating that the
defendants as well as other suoporters were the targets of
police iﬁtcll-gtn ¢ reporbs which had been gatheéred of thém
since Assata's Lrluf bagen. The day after the arrest the flve
defendants were barred from Judge Appleby's courtroom for LhL
duration of the trial A Black woman who worked on Assata'
defense had earlier bacn barred without any Justification nnd
many other Elack supmorters hove been harasoed by the policae in
and around New Brunswick. !

The state ha=z also purszued the case of the five in tha

courto. AT a Now Dyurawiel Muhid cipal Court preliminaty héaring
on the lottery chargoes, the Jjudge ordsyad tha charge of "posces=
sion of lottewy slipa" on one of the defendants &nd that she Lo
ggnt o t+he ""-'{""f' J]. v fox urther action. Tnltended as sn sntie=
ergenized crime statute, the charoge is an 1 Glutabl; offense
which carries a poesible three year jail term. The completely
absurd charges of "working for a lottery businesa" which had
|

been brought agalnst the other four defendants were dropped at
this time,

On July B there was & hearing on a motion the defendants
had brought to have the gvidence relatin ng to the poatering charge
suppreseed because it had been obtained as the result of an 11-
legal search of thelr car, he five woman chose €0 repreaent
themselves at this hearine because they believe they could most
effectively expose the baselessness of the charges and the pattern
of harassment almed at hAssata’ supporters. Desplite the fact that
under ¢xoco cxaminatbion the two arresting offlcers contradicted
themselves, gach Gth&:, and the defendanta, and despite the fact
that neither cop wos able Lo identify any of the defendants as
having committed any crime, the judge denied the motion and held
that all the evlidence, including the raffle books, was admizsible.

The Judge's decislon was not guprising. A number of the
defendants had worked in New Brunswick for months on Assata's
case, All of thum hud attended the trial and joined in protest
demonstrations. They do not expect to receive a fair trial in
the same courtrcom where Asaata was railroaded. Neither do they
CXPCCt cops who called Aszsata "a communist bitch" and the de=-
fendants "dupes" of Black people to tell the truth on the witness
stand. They believe that only through a militant stance in the
courtroom and visible support from other pecple can the state's
offcnoive be met. They also baliove that fighting this cage
politically iao onc way of concretely demonstrating continuing
Bupport for Assata and the Black liberation struggle she repréesents.




. Thara in no monoy to gpend at Commisuarv because there is no work o
tha job of uocaoangar. The last onu was ghot in the back with his hanas
tho air by tho guasds, Undoxstandsbly, no one wants that job. The inmecic
also have no access bu the law librearyy legnl pev¥imas, nchool or roaliglod
serviees. A Buit challonging illegul érnuuﬁgru to M.CyU, and tne Conaiti
thara was brought by N.J.C.L.U.'s Prisonere' Rights Organized Defenas in
ernl cowrt in 1976. Judge Pisher (same judge who ruled that Ascata can bo
held at Yardville) ruled against “he prissneras. The deocision is being app

In January, 1977 the prison issued 3 "communal" jumpsuits to be worn,
out any other clothing, by the 47 men presently housed in M.C.U. whenever .
have visits even though all visits ara through glans windows. B8ince the I
puite are in econstant use, thay are rarely washod and inmates who wore thon
contracted rashes and infoctions. The determined priscnars who ara rafusirns
to woay them have had no visits--net oven frem lawyera--gince January,

It was to publiclizo this issur and to protest all aspects of M.C.U. L
supporters of the men damonstrated ourside Tranton State Prison on June 24
The fact that Agoata Shakur wag lmprisoned within an all male institution
also publicized and protested. Later, the demonstrators pickated outside
H.J. Qopa~=tmont of Corractions and demanded to soe Commissioner Robart Mulc

Thraa réeprecontatives of the deémsnatfators met with Robert Beed, ¢Xacut
assistant to the commipsioner, who admitted that no speacific criterisn oth
than boing perceived an dangerows waos nacespary £oT prizoners to ba trans-
forred to M.C.U., that ths cells, in ract, vieclate faderal "guidalises" an
that nary complaints about the jumpstits had been consistently ignored... -l
also contendod that the 6,600 = §15,000 per ysar par prisoner which:the
Qf Hew Jersey clcing to spond, la insufficlent to allow each prisoner toc h
hie own jumpsuit. However, soon after the protest, cach man in M.C.U, w:
measured for an individuul jvmpouit.

Conditiong that prevail at Trenton, especizlly within M.C.U., are not
nique to that facility. Clearly, this racism and brutality within priasen
an intensifization of tho ravlot brutality outside. A milicant rooponie j

1
'
i

e » L S R . r ; TR
called for. The atato=-programued extermination of Black leadership as
e Vg i3 . { §=d - NP P— - ot s i " v i ey v i - .
BoquUenco of pelitical ciruggle mupt bo regloted,. Repliptience cn tho dnpids

must bo supported by militantsnoy on the sutsaide.

ASSATA UPPATE
Apsata 18 egtill faeing murdor chaovgeg in Brosklyn Supreme Courk, OF
3 others indicted 4in the case, Twvman Ryﬁru was mn:huxcd-by RYC police, A
Jacksen's chargas vara dismissed and Avon White ies & wellsknown sgent whe
Coptifisd in e voral cacses. Assatu'c lest appeazance in this case was Juls

Ch a pravious datewsJuna 27-=the casg was adjourned when Assata foll dowvn

har way into court and was hurt because of tha ankle and wrist shacklen
EUIG{.‘U ‘ta::_ wenr. At tha July appearance, Sepltember 19 wasp sgt down by Judse
wiarxoy for'pre~trial motlions. Attornays are preparing motiong for dipniss

panad eon failure to prosecuta and the federal removal rule which makes it
iegal to move a detiinee back and forth batwaen statos more than oncs,

On the K.J. Turnpike casc, the N.J. Appellate Divipion resontly denie:
motlon for an appzal of Judge RAppleby's denial of a fuller hoaring on tha |
trial Issue of :Juror MeGovern't sscape frum pequestration. A letter hes
bosn gent to the N.J. Supreme Court usk rg for the right to appeal this fu
Also, in the Turnpike cage, the N.J. Punlie Defender's office is undertaklin
the appeal of the conviction because of Assata's indigent status.

Finally, tha fact that ¢he ctate of New Jersey keeps Assata in an all
mon's prison when she is In thelr custedy--a viclation of state law which hi:
survived a hoering before. Judge Pisher--is being appsaled by P.R.O.D. and th,
Natlonal Conferonca of black Lawyers.

B e T D e e e e e e e
ASSATA SHAKUR DEFENSE COMNITTEE
338 LAFAYETTE STREET

Fl NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10012
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