ASSATA BULLETIN

MARCH 7,177

Free Assata Shakur
(Joanne Chesimard)

i/
thyf

<
i

DEMONSTRATTION OF BLACK SOLIDARITY WITH ASSATA

On Wednesday, March 2, New Brunswick saw the strongest, most spirited and militant
showing of support for Assata to date, Owver 150 Bleck and Letin people gathered in
front of the Courthouse bringing a clear messege of solidarity with Assata's struggle
for liberation. th Judge Appleby and the court officere were vigibly shaken by
their presence: their response wee to put on extra "security", to invoke Fire regula-
tions, to keep people from congregating in the hallwaeys, end to harrass them far
beyond enything they had done to white supporters. In the courtroom itself during
the day, supportere refused to stand when the judge entered--as Assate has refused all
along--and several were thrown out for the duretion of the trial. A Muslim was ordered
to remove his kufi, the Islamic headcovering, and when ha refused, wes ordered cut

of the court, When geven court officers moved to elect him, seversl other spectators
came to his defensé, and sl]l were thrown out. Assate herself protested the racism

of the judge and court officers and eventually walked out of the courtroom. The judge
told her lawyers that "There are waye of dealing with & defendant who doesn't know
how to behave in & courtroom."

CAMFUS SUPPORT FOR ABBATA GROWS

Two deys earlier, on Monday, Feb. 28, a night of solidarity with Assate wes held at
Rutgers University. Some 200 pecple heasrd Phil Shinnick, Cheryl Clark, Bill Kunstler,
Lennox Hinds, Lew Myers, and Amiri Barake (LeRoil Jones). The evening was highlighted
by Lennox Hinds' meking public the investigation by the New Jersey Bar Assocletion
(see below) and by Amiri Bareka's powerful statement of support for Asseta. Paraka,
in poetry and speech, drametically placed Assata in the context of all freedom fighters
who have struggled for Black liberstion throughout the history of this country. The
state, he said, could neot buy off Asssta so they have thrown the full welght of their
repressive apperatus at her ip an attempt to silence her. He stressed thet to defend
Assate is to counter the attacks by the ruling clesses on those who recognlze the
necessity of revolutionary change.

Other events this week included an evening of poetry end rep featuring Jayne Gortez,
June Jordan, Denise Levetov, Margie Cesmap end Bibl Angola at Womanbooks in New York
City, end s forum at Clty College with Muntu Matsimela from the Heticnal Coalition to
Nefend Assets Bhekur, Yurl Kochiyams from the Naetlonel Committee to Defend Pelitical
Prisoners, and Lenore Mosston, lecturer at CCNY and 8 lawyer who has helped in Assate's
legal defense.

ATTEMPT TO SILENCE BLACK LAWYERS

In yet another attack on the Black people who challenge the racist nature of the
Judiciel system, the Middlesex County Ethice Committee of the New Jersey Bar Associsa-
tion hae launched an investigaticon of Lennox Hinds, the nationel director of the
Naticnal Conference of Black Lewyere. Hinds is charged with having termed Apsata's
trial before Judge Appleby & "travesty" and & "legalized lynching" and with steting
that Appleby "does not have the judicial temperament or the racial sensgitivity to sit
as an impartial Judge." This move bty the Ethics Committee ig the classic firet step
in an attempt to disber any lawyer whe spesks oubl againsgt abuses of the judlelnl sys-
tem. In this case, it is sn attempt to censor s Black spokesperson who has been voes!
in the defense of Black ectivists throughoit the country. Lennox Hinds is not

one of Agpate's lewyers in her New Erunewick case snd under the First Amendment ls,
of course, guarenteed the right of free speech. In court, when chief counsel for
Asgate, Bill Kunstler, gueptloned Judge Appleby's responeibility for the Ethics
Committee's investigation end thelr threat to his freedom of speech, the judge sald
he knew nothing about it but that if the Ber Assoclatlion wes taking steps against



Hinds, 1t was '"the greatest thing I've heard in a long time." The judge had already
characterized Mr. Hinds as "Charlie McCerthy" to Bill Kunstler's "Edgar Bergen."
When- Lew Myers protested this as another example of Appleby's raciem, the judge re-
spofided thet it could not be racist because Charlie McCarthy was a white dummy.

Qu Fridey, March U, a comlition of legal groups, lewyers, and deTense committees
formed to defend Lennox Hinds from the threst of New Jersey bar sanctions. These
groups included the Nationel Conferesnce of Black Lawyers, Herlem Lawyers Assccistion,
National Lawyers Guild, Center for Constitutional Rights, the Mecon B. Allen Black
Bar Association, the Association of Black Lew Studente, Nationel Alllance against
Reeist and Politlcel Repression, Americen Civil Liberties Union, Emergency Civil
Liberities Committee, Patrilce Lumumbe Coalition, the Wew Brunewick Defense Committee
for Assate Shakur, Garden Btate Bar Association, the Association of Legal Aid Attor-
neys, and the Agsata Bhakur Defense Ccmmittee of New York City.

Amongst the statements of gupport made at a press conference following the meeting
was one by Angela Davis in which she #seld that t#hia atteck on Lennox Hinds was one
part of the new wave of repression on all politicel, and particularly Black, ectivists,

As g result of this meeting, the various groups called for regular legel monitoring
of Judge Appleby's courtroom and the racist abuses in the conduct of Asseta's trial.

LEGAL UFDATE

During the week & prosecution expert witoess, Herbert Midkiff, testified that tests
designed to establish whether e perscn has recently fired a gun from metallic residues
left on the hands, hed shown that Assate had not fired a weapon. ILater, during
arguments by the defense to obtain Assata's FBI files (which were denied), one of the
progecutors stated that "the burden of proof in this case is on the defense to prove
Joanne Chesimard's innocence."

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAR. 9 - 3PM LEHMAN COLLEGE, CARMEN HALL, NEW YORK CITY
forum and film in support of Assats

MAR. 9 - 2 AM DEMONSTRATION AT COURTHOUSE, NEW BRUNBWICK
gponsored by Rutgers Committee for Democratic Rights

MAR. 19 - 9 AM DEMONSTRATION AT COURTHOUSE, NEW BRUNSWICK
gponsored by the Assete Shakur Defense Committee, NYC

MAR. 23 - 9 AM DEMONSTRATION AT COURTHOUSE, NEW BRUNBWICK

MONEY~—-WE NEED MONEY!!!-——for tax deductible contributlons make checks payable to
5t. Marks Chu¥ch/Assats Shekur and send to Assats Shakur Defense Committee, 339 Lafa-
yette Bt,, NYC, NY 100l2.

COME TO COURT!!!--MIDDLESEX COUNTY COURTHOUSE, NEW ERUNSWICK (TALLEST BUILDING IN
NEW BRUNBWICK)--MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY AND EATURDAY-~SUBURBAN BUS LINES LEAVE PORT
AUTHORITY, NYC, EVERY 1/2 HOUR-~BERING I.D.

For more information, ineluding copies of Asseta's Opening Btetement to the Jury,
please contact us at 339 Lafayette S8t., NYC, NY 10012, (212) 6T73-417T.
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ASSATA SHAKUR DEFENSE COMMITTEE

339 LAFAYETTE STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10012
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