ALL-WHITE JURY SELECTED

On February 14 & Jury of ten white women and five white men was seated in

New Brunswick for Assata's trial. This was the end result of nearly a month
of the Judge's and prosecution's efforts to exclude all potential Black jurors
and to meke sure she didn't get a fair-minded jury, let alone a jury of her
peers. '

Tze majority of the jurors are under thirty. While this is reason to hope that
they will be open, we can't forget that the jurors come from communities
which have been saturated with negative images of Assata and where there is

a high presumption of her guilt. '

ASSATA DENIED THE RIGHT TO MAKE OPENING STATEMENT

In another attempt to deny Assata a proper defense, Judge Appleby ruled that
Assata could not reead her opening statement to the jury. When Lewis Myers,
oa: of her lawyers, attempted to read it for her, the Judge threetened to
rexmove him from the case. Clearly, the Judge doesn't want the Jurors to find
out who Assata really is, in contrast to the way she is portrayed by tihe pros-
ecution and the media. [ Copies of Assate's statement are available from the
Defense Committee at the address listed below. ] - T

In his cpening remarks, prosecutor Barone read the charges against Assats,
-yet failed to meke any connection between Assats - who he simply stated was
-guilty - and the killing of Trooper Foerster with his own gun. It looks uore {\
and more as if the only so-called evidence connecting Assata to any crime on i .
the New Jersey Turnpike is that given by trooper. Herper, who admits he ran - . ‘x‘
avay from the scene. In Assata's words, the prosecutor's case is "en outline i‘ %’
for & book thet he is writing; & book based, not orn evidence, but. based upon Ii
speculiation and innuendo." .

For the defense, Lewls Myers stressed the fact to the jurors that Assata has \/
never been convicted of any crime, and is innocent. He simply asked them, to

live up to their oaths as jurors, to be fair, and to jJudge Assata on the facts

of the case. ' :

THE WEEK IN COURT

Following the opening statements on February 1hth, the prosecution opened its
cese with a series of state police and on passer-by, none of whom saw or con-
nected Assata to anything that occurred. i

Oa the first day, Judge Appleby ordered the removal of a copy of "Roots" from
tze defense table. When lawyer Bill Kunstler asked one of the prosecution wit- B
resses something about Assata Shakur, prosecutor Barone objected. He demanded :
thet the Judge force the defense to use Assata's slave name, Joanne Chesimard.
Appleby did so. The defense, refusing to use Assata's slave name, simply chose

to refer to her as "the defendant." This moment in the courtroom was a test of
both Lsseta end her legel team to resist yet another racist denial of Assata's...
identity, and her African roots. O ' et

SUPPORTERS HARRASSED IN COURT

Court officials hewve been doing everything they can to make it difficult to

g° to Court to show support for Assata. On:the day of the opening statements

(Feb. 1) visitor: were only ellowed to enter or leave the courtroom when the .
Judge was not on :the bench, and even then only 5 or 6 were allowed in at a time.
They were searchel, ID'ed, and -1 their belongings confiscated while they ¥
were in the courtroom. The Judge was not interested in hearing the lawyers'
objections to this sham of a public trial. At best, only 14 of the L2 available
seats in the covitroom are open to members of the public. Since the llth;

conditions have cased & little, but nothing basic has changed.

On Fridey, February 18th, a 10-judge Federal District Court in Philadelphie
heard arguments on holding court on Fridays. The courtroom was packed with
severel hundred supporters, many of them Muslims who were there to defend
Assate's right to her Sabbath. Supporting briefs were filed by representatives
of the Islamic community, the National Lawyers Guild, the Civil Liberties
Union, and the Rutgers Legal Clinic. The judges have not ruled yet, and until
they do there vill be no court on Frideys.



PRESS COVERAGE AS BIASED AS EVER

Ls issate enticipated in her opening statement, coverage of the trial in the
press has continued to be one-~sided and sensationalist. She qute, "Whgn it
comes to the media, I have come to believe none of what I hear and only half
of what I see." So far, media coverage has highlighted small bits of out-of-
context testimony and reported it as though the state were building a strong
case egainst Assate. They continually downplay the fact that nothing so far
has connected her to any of the charges she faces.

& & #* * & *® W 3 #® * #* *

Witne the Tinael selection of a jury, the National Jury Project ended its efforts
Tc ensure Assate an unbiased jury. All of us working in support of Assata want
to thank everyone connected with the National Jury Project for their invaluable
contribution to the selection of the best jury possible in the circumstances.

* * #» # * * ¥ * % * #* %

VE NZED MONEY!!! Defending Assate is costing a great deal of money. If you
haven't made your contribution yet, please send as much as you can right now.
If you have slready given, we need your help agein. Please make checks payasble
tc the Assata Shekur Defense Committee, or if you want them to be tax-exempt,
# Lo Net'l Conf. of Black Lawyers/Assata, 126 W. 119th, KYC 10027.

PEEY A X CY R T R S

e 3
) FUTURE EVENTS IN SUPPORT OF ASSATA ;
i

*! FEB. 21 - 9 AM NEW BRUNSWICK COUNTRY COURTHOUSE
Picket line in solidarity with Assata

FEB 25 -~ 8 PM WOMENBOOKS, at 92nd & AMSTERDAM AVENUE
Poets: June Jordan, Jayne Cortez, Margie Seeman,
Speaker on the case s oo

FZB 28 -~ 8 PM RUTGERS UNIVERSITY ~ NEW BRUNSWICK CAMPUS - R
Amiri Barska and Theatre Group ) E

., MAR 2 - NEW BRUNSWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ' ﬁ
" " Demonstration of Black Soliderity with Assata '

! MiR 2 - 3 PM LEIMAN COLLEGE :
None il for Aanabn

: MaAll 6 - 3 to T Yad CHEALRE Al CENCER 110ty & LEXINGION AVE
y Iatin Women's Collective Cultural Event

MAR 10 12 NOON CITY COLLEGE
Forum

Sty AP

© For more information about the case - requests for literature - future events -
requests for speakers - or if you can work on any aspect of support for Assata
X (fund-raising, peper-work, etc.) contact:

** ASSATA SHAKUR DEFENSE COMMITTEE, 339 Lafayette St., NYC 10012 (212) 673-L177
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A(.*"»ATA ShAKUR DEFENSE COMMITTEE
320 LAFAVETTE STREET
Nf&,'l YORK, NEW YORK 10012
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TO MY PECPLE

- Hlack brothers, HRlack slsters, I want you to know that I love you and I hope
- Ghob comevhere in your heart you have love for mee My name is Assata Shakur
(:;l;;-:us race jo anne chesimard), and I am a revolutionarye A Black revolutionarye
Ly vhat I meen that I am a field nigger who is determined to be free by any means.
N3E0S3axYo By that I mean that I have declarcd war on all forces that have raped
cur women, castrated our men and kept our babies empty belliede

© I kove declared war on the rdch who prosper on our povertye The politicians
w0 lie to us with smiling faces and all the mindless; heartless robots who
mwovect them and thoir propertiys " '

. 1 & a Hlack rovolutionary, and, as suchy, I am the victim of all the wrath,
hovred end slandor that amerilkka is capable ofo Like all other Black revolutionm:-
oxicsy I have boen hunted like a dogy, and like all other Elack revolutionaries,
cazrlillca is trying to lynch mee . .

" I an a Hack revolutionary woman and because of €his I have been charged
with and sccused of every elleged crime in which a woman was believed to have
porticipatede The 'alleged crimes in which only men wore supposedly involved,

1 havo been accused of plamning. They have plastered pictures alleged to be me

in post officos, airports, hotels, police cars, subways, banks, televisions and _
nokcpeperse They have offered over £ifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in rowards.-for.
- my capbure and thoy have issued orders to shoot on sight and shoot to kille

"~ I =zm a Hlack revolutionary end, by definition, thet makes me part of the
Bleclk Liberation Armye The pigs have used thelr neuspapers and .TVs to paint the
Eiacke Liboration Aramy as vicious, brutal, med dog criminals. They have called us
gengevers wnd gun molls, and have compared us to such characters as john dillinger
a2d mo barker. It should be clear, ‘it must be clear to anyone who can think, see
or‘hear, that w3 are the victimse, The victims and not the criminals,

. It should also be clear to us by now who the real criminals are. Nixon and
hls crime partners have murdered hundreds of Third World brothers and sisgters in
Vlctrem, Combodia, Mozamblque, Angola and South Africas As was proved by the
Watergate, the top law enforcement officials in this country are a lying bunch
of criminals. The president, two attorney generals, the hezd of the fbi, the head
oithe cia; and half the white house staff have been implicated in the Watergate
ca&CSO )

They call us murderers, but we did not murder over 250 unarmed Black men,
~smon and children, and wound thoucands of others in the rlots thsey provoked
during the sixtiese The rulers of this country have always considered their proe:::
poriy more importent than our lives. They call us murderers, but we were not
regponsible for the 28 brother immates end the 9 hostages murdered at atticae
They call us nurderergpbub we did nol murder and wound over 30 unarmed Hlack
students ab Jackson State or Southern State eithers

; Thoy call us murderers, but wo did not murder Martin Luther King, Emmett
Ti11, Hedgar Evers, Malcolm X, George Jackson, Nat Turner, James Chaney and
countless othor Black fraedom fighterse We did not bomb (4) Black 1ittle girls
in & Sunday Schoole Wo did not murder, by shooting in the back, l6é=year old
Xita Lloyd, ll=ycar oldRicikde Bodden or 10-year old Clifford Glovere

. They call us murderers, but wo do not control and enforce a system of racism
aud opprossion that systematically murders Hlack and Third World people. Although
Bluck people gsupposedly comprise about 15% of the total amerikikan population,

&b least 60% of murder victims are Black. For every plg that is killed in the
se-called line of duty thers are at least 50 Black people murdered by police.

. Black life expoctancy is much lowsr than white and they do their best to
111 us befors we are born. Ws are burned alive in firetrap tenementse Our
trothors and sistors OsDo doily from heroin and methadonee Our bables die from
lozd polsoning. Milliocns of Black people have died as a result of indecent
acdical carce This is murders But they have the gall to call us murderers.

" Thoy call us lddnappers, yot Brother Clark Squire ( who is accused along
vith m2 of murdering a new jersey state trooper) was kidnapped on April 2, 1969,
from our Hack community and held on $100,000 ransom in the New York Panther 21
congpiracy case. He was acquitted on May 13, 1971 along with all the others of
all’ the 156 counts of conspiracy by a Jury that took less than two hours to
dolliberates Brother Squire was innocent. Yet he was kidnapped from his community
A femily, Over two years of his life were stolen, but they call us kidnapperse
gy call ug kidnappers, but we did not kidnap the thousands of Brothers and
Slsters hold capbive in émerikicka’s conceniration campse 904 of the prison pop-
ulcbloa in this country are Black and Third World people who can afford neither -
bail nor lavyerse



£

iZey call us thieves and banditss They zay we stesle Bub 1t was not us who
stole millions of Hlack mcp from the cantinent of Africes Wo werae mbbed of
> lang Guegsy of our Godsy of out c1.1wra, of ouwr human dig uty, of our lsbor
nd of our ldvese They call ua thieves yet it is not us who.rdp off billions of
aollars every yoor through tax c—.v-wiom. iilegel price fixing, embezzlement ,
frauds, bribesz, ‘cickb.:cks and ”*'mleso They call us bandits, yel every
most Elecl people pick up our paychecks wa are belng robbedes Every tims we
palk ivbo & shore in our neighbor"xood w2 ars being held upee And every time we
poy cur ront the Iandlord sticks a gun into our ribse
They call us thieves, bubt we dici not rob and murder millions of Indians
wng ©fL thelr homelard, then call ourselves piomneerse They ¢ell us bane
ditsy but it is not us who are robbing Ai‘lic;‘;. Asia and Latin Amsrica of thelr
naturgl resources and freedomz whlle the people are sick and starvinge The rulers
of this country and their flunides have comndtted some of the most brutal, vicious
crimes in historys T;:o‘;f are the bandits. They are the murdercrs, Aad they should
by troeated as suche J.;.wg mand.acs are nob fit to judge me, Clark Squirs, or any
olhor Llack person on trigl in amerdlddeae Elack pesople should; and, inevitably
musty determine our destiniess
T Byery ;*:‘.-‘svol’ution n history has been accomplished by actions; although words
are necessary. We must create shields that protect us spears “hat penetrate
Plack people must learn how to strugple ay strugalingo Wo must leax
oy our mistaoess
' cant to gpologize to you, my Black brothers and slsters, for being cn the
wurmy J_ucq 1 showid have kmown better. The turnpile is & checkpoint
where Hls ack pect nle are swnovd, searched, harassed and assaulted. Revolutionaries
@ast nevor be in boo much of & hurry or meke careless decisionse He who runs when
the sun is sleeping will stumble many timese
»  Lvery time a Black Freedom Flghter is murdered.or captured the pJ.gs try Vo
cregbe the img ):'\..3:.10‘1 that they have sqaushed the movemon'i., destroyed our foices,
azd put down the Black Rovolubiones The pigs also try to give the impression that 5
or 10 Guerrillas are responsible for every rcvoluu:z.onary action carried out in
L,-.L:i:.:w "Thot is uncnsenses That is absurd..Black revolutionaries do not drop
rrom Vhe moon. We are crasted uy our COnu..Lhr.Lonug shaped by our oppressilon, We are
JGLT ufactured 1n droves in ghetio sureels, places like attics, san quentin,

our enemlies.

; hillis, leevenwsroh and r-111‘, inge They are turning out thousands of us.
Many “}u,,l\,us Bleck veterans and 1 .1.:. re mothers are joining our ranks. Erothers
and Sisters from all walks of 1i; who are tired of suffering passively make up
woe Elde

'.'.'he':c. is and alyays will be, until evs ry Black man, woman and child is froe,
Iiberztion frnye The main function of the Elack Liberation Army at this *7.
creata rfcn,d exampled to struggle for Black fresdom and to prepsare

e must defend ourselvez and let no one digrespect us. Wo must
uiOﬂ b j S0y M8ansg necessary.
¢ duty to fight for our Lrcedome It is our duty to win. We must
love each om.w ok uppox“c. each others We have nothing to lose but our chainsé
In the gplrit of:
Ronald Carter
William Christmas
Marlc Glark
Mark Essex
.-::\I-.-i——.-n. h\-\,uf Fi\..ldc
llocdie Changa Qlugbala Green
Fred J.'J......'.*ILO:.-
Ii1' Bobby Hutton
George Jackson
doh-l.»hﬂ....ﬂ Jackson
James MeClain
Harold ...-.uub.l.l
Zoyd Melik Shakur
fnthony Kima Qlugbala ¥Whive
We wmust {ight one

Assata Shakur
July &, 1973
Middlesex County Workhouse



