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A VERY CRUCIAL issue is being debated to-
night, a very complex and crucial issue which
directly involves the life of Huey P. Newton,
Minister of Defense of the Black Panther Par-
ty for Self Defense. In order that the discussion
follow informed and political lines, not racial
and emotional sensations, the Black Panther
Party for Self Defense has prepared the fol-
lowing position paper to elucidate and define
its position on the Democratic Party, on black
participation in the Democratic Party, on the
function of electoral politics in the black com-
munity, and on the candidacy of Huey P. New-
ton for the Seventh Congressional District.

IN THE ARTICLE, "The Case for an Indepen-
dent Black Political Party," in the current
issue of the International Socialist Review the
following statement concisely illustrates the
position of black people in regard to the Dem-
ocratic Party: "Under duress it throws black
people a few concessions, a few posts, a few
tokens to placate them though it has no inten-
tion of ending racism. The two-party set-up
fosters the illusion that black people will get
freedom through gradual reform of capitalism
and its institutions.

The history of the past hundred years tes-
tifies that this is a lie. Black people will never
be liberated by supporting political parties that
are controlled by their oppressors and that
are so constructed and operated that they will
always be controlled by their oppressors."
Malcolm X's description of the government,
which is controlled by the Democratic Party,
is the most accurate: a conspiracy to deprive
black people of voting rights, economic op-
portunities, decent housing and decent educa-
tion.

These statements of fact aside, the black
vote is the bulwark of the Democratic Party,
allowing it to control city, state, and federal
government. In "The Ballot or the Bullet,"
Malcolm said, "They get all the Negro vote
and after they get it, the Negro gets nothing
in return. All they did when they got to Wash-
ington was give a few big Negroes big jobs.
These big Negroes didn't need jobs, they al-
ready had jobs. That's camouflage, that's
trickery, that's treachery, that's window dress-
ing."

The Black Panther Party for Self Defense
says that the black community needs no more
window dressing, no more trickery, no more
treachery. What the black community needs
is real political power — black power for black
people — and that will never come through
the Democratic Party.

There is a long tradition of bootlickers,
uncle toms, and black anglo-saxons who are
willing to rise to prominence on the backs of
the oppressed masses by selling their votes to
the Democratic Machine for the opportunity
to lick the power structure's boots and assist
in its racist exploitation of the black masses.
These black batistas for the most part do not
carry the people's needs to the power structure
nor voice the people's problems in its assem-
bly, for they are not responsible to the people;
regardless of their rhetoric — they are lackeys
for the Democratic Machine.

In 1964 the total inability of the Democratic
Party to denounce racism and exploitation
and to promote the interests of black people
was manifested in its response to the Chal-
lenge of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party at the Atlantic City Convention. Ex-
cluded from participation in the Mississippi
Dixiecrat Pa r ty , the black people in Mississip-
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Peace and Freedom Party is opposed, the Peace
and Freedom Party has been able to focus
attention upon the interrelationship of black
liberation and peace in Vietnam in a concrete
way.

So far, the focus of the Peace and Freedom
Party has been on concepts instead of can-
didates. The Seventh Congressional District
election offers the Alameda County Peace and
Freedom Party the opportunity to combine
concept with candidate in running Huey P.
Newton for Congress.

THE CONCEPT OF black leadership which
Huey Newton represents is of the highest in-
tegrity and clarity on the issue of human free-
dom — which is what we are all about. The
Peace and Freedom Party as well as the Black
Panther Party for Self Defense are both polit-
ical organizations based on principles —
something lacking in the American political
arena since its inception.

Huey's life is a testament to his principles,
his political imprisonment and his risking his
life for his political principles — not only the
morning he was shot, but every day since he
founded the Black Panther Party for Self De-
fense in October 1966 — a story by now well
known. His involvement in the struggle of the
black masses is the center of his existence.
Huey Newton did not seek power for himself,
he did not ask the community to pay his sal-
ary, honor him, or to reward him in any ma-
terial way. He only asked that people listen
to his teachings, understand, and follow his
example. To communicate, to educate the
black community in the means of gaining its
freedom was his sole purpose. To this aim he
dedicated all his time, his money, his learning,
and what ever else he had — and was willing
to sacrifice his life.

It is this kind of leadership that moves the
community itself towards reaping the bene-
fits of power, that accepts the role as a servant
of the people, a teacher of the people, that
makes no compromises with white power and
takes no bribes for the people's trust — this
kind of leadership that must be projected for
black people.

By running Huey in the seventh congres-
sional district, it is this kind of leadership
that will gain national projection, not one
more black democrat.

The question now open is how the Peace
and Freedom Party can put its principles into
practice. If the role of the Peace and Freedom
Party is to radicalize the electoral political
arena, and to bring electoral politics to the
service of the peace and freedom movements,
then supporting the candidacy of Huey P.
Newton — a prime target for destruction by
that same political arena — will allow it to
perform this function.

If the candidacy of Huey P. Newton be-
comes a stumbling block to the Peace and
Freedom Party, then its attempt to radicalize
the political arena will clearly become a fail-
ure — and its attempt to practice its princi-
ples will fall flat on its face, leaving the Peace
and Freedom Party to fall into the same pit
of cynicism, hypocrisy, and decadence of the
Democratic and Republican Parties. It would
be an admission of the inability of whites to
change their pattern of oppression and exploi-
tation and an invitation to certain destruction.

If for no other reason, running Huey P.
Newton for Congress would be a direct effort
on the part of the Peace and Freedom Party
to save Huey's life and would be recognized
and appreciated by the black community as
such.
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