






IN MEMORY OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

Martin Luther King is dead—the victim of a white racist bullet. The entire
nation has assumed a cloak of mourning. The Commander-in-Chief of the United
States Army pays official tribute to Martin Luther King and to non-violence.
But although officials on all levels of government give public praise to the
man and his deeds, they are all too silent in pledging themselves to the con-
crete actions that are needed to deal with the evils in American society that
Dr. King dedicated his life to eliminating. As a response to the racism that
took his life, and as a tribute to the man, we make the following demands
upon those who now hold power in this country:

EXISTING POLICE FORCES MUST BE WITHDRAWN FROM ALL BLACK COMMUNITIES
It is the police who are the main perpetratorsofviolence against
Black people. They are the official agents of a white racist society
which enforces the will of that society upon the Black and other national
minority communities. They are not of that community, cannot understand
its problems, and do not identify with it and its needs. Their ignorance
of the community leads them to deal with it through violence and gives
an official stamp of approval to the idea that white racist violence is
an appropriate response to the needs and demands of the Black community.
Existing police forces should be replaced by a new police force responsible
to the Black community and consisting of men who live in that community.

MASSIVE ECONOMIC AID SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO REBUILD THE BLACK COMMUNITIES
The United States spends over 40 billion dollars per year in Vietnam.
At least that amount should immediately be redirected to meet the needs
of America's oppressed communities. Ghetto housing must be rebuilt and
turned over to the occupants. Adequate jobs and services must be pro-
vided to all ghetto residents, and these must be turned over to the
cooperative control of the ghetto residents. White racism is a reaction-
ary response to the just demands of Black people. Ultimately, white
racism will not be eliminated until those demands are adequately met.

CONTROL OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY MUST BE TURNED OVER
^ TO THAT COMMUNITY

Not only control over jobs and housing, but also control over the schools
and courts of the Black community must be turned over to that community.
Only the residents of a community have a true understanding of its .needs
and desires. As long as white society dominates the institutions of
the ghetto, racial tensions will continue to exist. No people is free
unless it can determine its own destiny.

We believe that those who mourn the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, but do
nothing to eliminate the white racism and oppression that has characterized
America for the past three hundred years are merely mocking him and the
Black community. We will judge men not by their words, but by their deeds, not
by their sentiments, but by their programs. America must stop mourning
Dr. King, and must begin satisfying the needs and desires of its Black
community.
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