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From left to right, Alejandrina Torres, Carmen Valentin and
Dylcia Pagan

The United States has the fastest growing prison pop

ulation in the Western World. Oneand a half million

people are in prison with an additional 3,500,000
under the control of the criminal justice system.

Women comprise the fastest growing population of
people going to prison. The number of women pris
oners has doubled during the last ten years. Eighty
percent of incarcerated women are mothers —dev
astating to the social fabric of the United States.

Alejandrina Torres, in prison since 1983, is one of
the 15 Puerto Rican pows. She is serving the equiva
lent of life in prison for "seditious conspiracy" to
end US colonial domination of Puerto Rico. Shewas
an activist and a community leader in Chicago.
Alejandrina was a founding member and teacher at
the Puerto Rican High School, one of the founders
of the Betances Clinic and secretary of the First
Congregational Church of Chicago.

Susan Rosenberg, a white North American anti-
imperialist, is serving 58 years for possession of
weapons and explosives; the longest sentence ever
received for a possession offense. She has been a
political activist all her adult life, committed to soli
darity with the Puerto Rican Independence Move
ment and the Black Liberation Struggle. Adoctor of
acupuncture, prior to her incarceration she worked
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at a community health center in Harlem, New York,
using acupuncture to fight the drug plague. She is a
published poet, writer and an aids activist in prison.

We cannot forget these sisters. We cannot let
the US government continue to lock them
away, far from their communities.

In 1979, after an international campaign, President
Jimmy Carter granted amnesty to four long-held
Puerto Rican nationalist prisoners—among them,
Lolita Lebron. All over the world governments have
released political prisoners after many years. It is
time for the US to do the same.

From left to right, Marilyn Buck, Laura Wbitebont,
Susan Rosenberg andSilvia Baraldini

Please add your voice to those demanding free
dom and justice in the United States.

For more information, contact:

Out ofControl, 3543 18th Street, #30, San Francisco,
CA 94110, USA or Women Against imperialism,
3543 18th Street, #14, San Francisco, CA 94110, USA;
Jnterfaffch Prisoners of Conscience Project, c/o ETI
PO Box 9334, Berkeley, CA 94709, USA
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