
THE CASE OF WILLIAM GUILLERMO MORALES
"...what I'm asking here is support for the man,
for the defender of his people — for William

Morales, one more Puerto Rican prisoner of war."
RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA

On the afternoon of July 12, 1978, 28-year-old Puerto Rican supporter of
independence, William Guillermo Morales, walked into a police trap at an
apartment in Queens, where a booby-trap had been set to explode the moment
he walked in.

As a result of the explosion that followed, Morales lost part of his hands,
and suffered a broken jaw. Police immediately appeared and arrested him,
while the press said within the hour of the explosion that Morales was a
member of the Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional (FALM), and that the
apartment was a bomb factory. Police then announced they had found sixty
sticks of dynamite, an incendiary chemical, and several weapons, including
a machine gun.

Within the week, Morales had been indicted by a Federal-Grand Jury, while
police said they were continuing their investigation into a possible con-
spiracy. To date, there have been no indictments, although Morales' wife,
Dylcia Pagan, was subpoenaed by a Federal Grand Jury in Brooklyn.

The attempt to frame William Guillermo Morales comes in the midst of the
rise of revolutionary activity here and in Puerto Rico. Despite a campaign
of Grand Juries, police terror and assassinations, the movement for Puerto
Rican independence is flourishing. The Grand Juries have been defeated, and
a campaign against government repression is growing. In more than four years
of activity, not one member of the FALN has been captured. In the face of
all this, the government desperately attempts to destroy the movement and
imprison its leaders and supporters.

Despite the reign of terror which followed the July 12 ambush of Morales by
police, the East Harlem (El Barrio) community has refused to cooperate with
the police terrorists. This was evidenced by the creation of the William
Morales Defense Committee, principally by community residents, and which is
now conducting a full investigation into the police ambush in the Queens
apartment, and the manufacturing of evidence to link Morales to the F.A.L.N.

Even before the committee became public in the last week of August, small
donations began to pour in. Throughout the U.S., interested individuals and
organizations have begun to ask for literature about the case, offering their
support.

The William Guillermo Morales Defense Committee, however, is still in the
process of completing its investigation. But, in the next few weeks it will
begin to inform the public about the ambush and other important aspects of
the case.

Morales is presently imprisoned in Rykers Island, where he continues to
suffer the consequences of the police terror attack against him. He is not
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receiving adequate medical care, because police want to use this negligence to
force him to help them fabricate charges against leaders of the independence
movement.

The priority task for all supporters now, and for the defense committee, is
to insure that his medical needs are attended to, and that he be treated
according to the Geneva Convention on the treatment of political prisoners and
prisoners of war.

The ambush of William Guillermo Morales by police terrorists was one of
several acts of police terrorism during the month of July:

- On July 12, Morales was lured to a Queens apartment and ambushed in a
booby-trap explosion.

- On July 25, Arnaldo Dario Rosado and Carlos Soto Arrivi were lured by a
police undercover agent to Monte Maravilla in Villalba, Puerto Rico, where
they were gunned down in cold-blood by sixteen police terrorists.

- On July 26, six supporters of Puerto Rican independence from different
organizations were rounded up and charged with belonging to clandestine
organizations. They were threatened with death and invited to cooperate
in fabricating charges against leaders of the independence movement.

- On July 27, police terrorists in San Juan arrested three members of the
Social Democratic Partido Independentista Puertorriqueno for postering,
and likewise threatened them.

These police terrorist actions were all part of a single plan begun with the
ambush of William Guillermo Morales, and were aimed at the intimidation of the
Puerto Rican independence movement at a time when the United Nations were to
meet on the Puerto Rican colonial question. It has been the openly stated aim
of the colonial authorities to crush Puerto Rican activism prior to the Pan
American games in Puerto Rico next year, and before a U.S. organized referendum
on the status question in 1980 or 1981.

It is known that the F.B.I, leaders of the police terror squads hope that
somewhere in their campaign of terror, one of the victims will be so intimidated
so as to help them manufacture charges against independence leaders, and thus
help break the back of the independence struggle for national liberation.

They are wrong! William Guillermo Morales, despite his wounds, has become
a symbol of why the enemies of independence are bound to meet with defeat at
the hands of a people who will not retreat!
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El Caso de William Guillermo Morales
"... lo que pido aqui es el apoyo para el horibre,
para el defensor de su pueblo — para William

Morales, un prisionero de guerra puertorriqueho mas."
RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA

En la tarde del 12 de Julio del 1978, un joven independentista de 28 anos
de edad, William Guillermo Morales, cayo en una trampa policiaca en un aparta-
mento de Queens, en donde una bomba habia sido colocada para explotar en el
momento de su entrada al apartamento.

Como resultado de la explosion, Morales perdio parte de sus dos manos y
sufrio una rotura de su quijada. Casi enseguida, la policia aparecio en el
lugar y lo arrestaron. Dentro de una hora, ya la prensa decia que Morales
era miembro de las Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional (FALN), y que el
trado sesenta piezas de dinamita, un componente quimico incendiario, y varias
pistolas, incluso una ametralladora, en el apartamento.

Dentro de una semana, Morales habia sido encausado por un Gran Jurado
Federal, mientras que la policia decia sequir su investigacion en torno a una
posible conspiracion. Hasta el presente, nadie mas ha sido encausado. Pero
Dylcia Pagan, esposa de Morales, fue citada a comparecer ante un Gran Jurado
Federal en Brooklyn.

El atentado de inventar cargos contra William Guillermo Morales viene en
medio de un auge revolucionario aqui y en Puerto Rico. Por encima de la
campana de Gran Jurados, asesinatos y acciones terroristas policiacas, el
movimiento por la independencia florece. Los Gran Jurados sufren derrotas, y
la campana contra la represion crece. En mas de cuatro anos de accion, ni un
solo miembro de las F.A.L.N. ha sido capturado. En vista de todo esto, el
gobierno busca desesperadamento la destruccion del movimiento, y el encarcela-
miento de sus lideres.

Por encima de la campana de terror que siguio la trampa del 12 de Julio
tendida a Morales por la policia, la comunidad de El Barrio ha rehusado
cooperar con los terroristas policiacos. Esto se hace palpable en la creacion
del Comite de Defensa de William Guillermo Morales, por residentes de la
comunidad en su mayoria, los cuales ahora investigan a plentitud las circum-
stancias de la trampa policiaca en Queens, y la manufactura de evidencia para
atar a Morales a las F.A.L.N.

Aun antes de que el comite saliera a la publicidad, durante la ultima
semana de agosto, la comunidad ya hacia sus pequenas donaciones. A travel de
los EE.UU. personas y organizaciones interesadas pedian informacion y
literatura sobre el caso, prometiendo su apoyo.

El Comite de Defensa de William Guillermo Morales, sin embargo, todavia esta
en proceso de investigaciones. Pero en las proximas semanas comenzara a
esclarecer e informar al publico sobre los pormenores de la trampa, y otros
importantes detalles del caso.
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Morales se encuentra ahora en Rykers Island, donde continua sufriendo las
consequencias del ataque terrorista policiaco. No le estan dando trato medico
adecuado, para haci, atraves de la negligencia, obligarle a ayudar a los
terroristas policiacos a manufacturar cargos contra el liderato independentista.

La prioridad para el Comite de Defensa, y los que les apoyamos, es el
asegurar que se le de buen trato medico, y que se trate de acuerdo a la
Convencion de Ginebra sobre el trato de presos politicos y prisioneros de guerra.

La trampa tendida a William Guillermo Morales por los terroristas policiacos,
fue solo uno de varies actos de terrorismo policiaco durante el mes de Julio:

- El 12 de julio, Morales cae en una trampa dentro de un apartamento de
Queens en donde una explosion lo hiere de gravedad.

- El 25 de julio, Arnaldo Dario Rosado y Carlos Soto Arrivi fueron llevados
por un agente encubrierto de la policia a una trampa en el Monte
Maravillas de Villalba, Puerto Rico, en donde 16 agentes de la policia
los mataron a sangre fria.

- El 26 de julio, seis independentistas de diferentes organizaciones
fueron arrestados y acusados de ser miembros de organizaciones clandes-
tinas. Fueron de casos contra lideres independentistas.

- El 27 de julio, tres miembros del Partido Independentista Puertorriqueno
(P.I.P.)/ fueron arrestados mientras pasquinaban, y amenazados al igual
que a los otros.

A/ S f

Esta campana terrorista de la policia fue parte de un plan iniciado con la
trampa tendida a William Guillermo Morales, y estaba disenada a la intimidacion
del movimiento independentista, al momento cuando las Naciones Unidas se
preparaban para la disgusion del caso colonial de Puerto Rico. Ha sido el
proposito abierto de las autoridades coloniales el destruir la capacidad
independentista para montar actividades anti-coloniales antes de que se den los
Juegos Pan-Americanos en Puerto Rico el arfo que viene, y antes de que se de el
referendum colonial propuesto por los Estados Unidos sobre el status de Puerto
Rico, para el ano 1980 o el 1981. ^

Se conoce que los lideres del F.B.I., quienes dirigen la campana terrorista
de la policia, esperan que en algun punto de su campana de terror, una de las
victimas quede lo suficientemente intimidado, como para ayudarles a manufacturar
cargos contra los lideres de la independencia, y asi romperle la espalda al
movimiento independentista por la liberacion nacional.

Pero, estan totalmente equivocados! William Guillermo Morales, aun
herido, se ha convertido ya en simbolo del porque los enemigos de la independen-
cia de Puerto Rico sufriran su derrota a manos del pueblc puertorriqueno!
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