STATEMENT OF THE ELEVEN PUFRTO RICAN PRISONERS OF WAR
Februarv 2,19%1

We address ourselves to the Puerto Rican community here in the United State.
and to the Puerto Rican nation.

~ur position remains clear: Puerto Rico is a n ’'~n intervened, wmilitarily
conquered and colonized by the United States. In as much as the reoresent:a-
tives of the world community in the organizations «<f th-~ United Nations have
condemned colc :ialism, and recoanize the riaht of all people tc self-deter-
mination bv anv means possible; and further, bhv _cceptinao our claim tha:z our
nation, Puerto Rico is a colony, we assert that the United States qoverument
has no jurisdiction over us. As colonizers, the U.5. does not have the moral
or leq..l right to charage and imprison us under U.S. civi_ laws.

We are Prisoners of War captured by the enemy. Our actions have alwavs been
and continue to be “n the nature of fighting a war of independence, -~

war of naticnal liberation. Those actions and our goals for independenca ara

not only suppcrted by the International Community, but are a richty a deci-
sion, +that only we, as ''derto Ricans, have the authority to make.
The U.5. iInterventic.uist government has absolutely no right: no say = shat-

soever 1n regards to Puerto Ricc, ourselves, or any Puerto Rican Prisqn
War. The U.S. interventionis£ government has onlv one choice in Puerto Ricu,
and that is to GET OUT! It is our right to regain and secure our national
sovereignty. Nothing will stand in the way of achieving our goal...

«x. NOT THE SLANDERING U.S. PRFSS, TOOL OF PROPAGANDA

».. NOR THEIR COURTS RIDICULOUS CIVIL _HARGES

The judicial svstem chooses to classiiy us as "common criminals”, but they
have contradicted themselves in their application of their law. Since 13899,

with the invasion of Puerto Ricn Ly the U.S., there has existed a state of
war between the invaded nation and the invader. The "Seditious Conspiracv”
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Pvexactly what the U.S. has been trying to hide: the existence of a war in

the present, for the national liheration of Puerto Rico. This is evident

in the fact that the imperialist court syvstem has been forced to change its
strategy from "criminal" charges to political charces as manifested in the
charage of "Seditious Conspiracy".A It is also manifested in the fact that,

for the third time in this century, this particular ¢ arge has been levied

at the Puerto Rican revolutionury independence movement; in 1936 against

an Pedro Albizu Campos, Juan Antonio Corrtejer, and other Nationalist
ieaders,' in 1954 against Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel Mil;nda, Irvin Flores,
Andres "iqgueroa Corderc, and thirteen other leaders and members of the N .tion-
alist movement, and now in 1981 acainst ourselves- the Fleven Puerto Rican
Prisoners of War.

This "Seditious Conspiracy" charge is one of the imperialists' tactics and
is used as a reéressive measure against the Puerto Rican independence movement.
It is also used to repress the revolutionary movement here in this country,

a country which is heading towards a fascist governm:6nt.
sso NOR THEIR REPRESSION
..+« NOR THEIR ATTEMPT AT ISOLATING US FROM OUk COM*TINITY
NOR THEIR TACTICS OF SEPARATING THE ELEVEN PUFP™” RICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

FROM EACH OTHER; KEEPING US FROM MEETING AND SPEAKING TOGETHER

wFef'the past:four days we have been held within the confines of the federal
coﬁr; ﬁeﬁee bﬁilding; unlike all other- detained persons awaiting trial. Our
holding pens are being monitored by video cameras. This equipment, in turn,
is manned bv m&le auards who in{ringe on the privacy of the four women held
here. In additlon, we:are 511 monitired when showering by guards who are
oosted xnside these rooms. We are not allowed to meet togher, as is our
a #?ndated by the protocol for the Treatment of Prisoners of War. We

eing kept in unwarranted segregational conditlons to such an extreme that






FOR INDEPENDENCE AND SOCIALISM.....

LONG LIVE THE PUERTOQO RICAN ARMED CLANDESTINE STRUGGLE!

U.S. NAVY OUT OF VIEQUJS!

FREEDOM FOR PABLO MARCANO, NYDIA ESTER CUEVAS; CARLOS NOYA,
POLITICAL PRISONERS!

FREFDOM FOR THE ELEVEN PUERTO RICAN PRISONERS OF WAR!
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AND ALL



