
WOMEN AGAlNST IMPERIALISM STUDY 

I. Defining Imperialism July 18, 7:30 at Christine's 

II. Imperialism and Colonialism inside the U. S.: Racism and Self- '",\, 
Determination of Puerto Rico, the Black Nation, and Native American-:- : "­
Nations 

-----, ... :::> 
III. Male Supremacy/Patriarchy and Women's Liberation'\'", , 

/< 
IV. Lesbian Liberation 

< -_/ 

V. Zionism and Palestine 
.-/ -\ 

VI. Repression, Grand JUries, Political Prisoners and POWs ~ 



_W_O_M_E_N __ A_G_A_I_N_S_T __ I_M_P_E_R_I_AL_I_S_M __ S_TUDY 

I. Defining Imperialism July 18, 7:30 at Christine's 

1. "The Empire and the People" by Howard Zinn from 11 People's 
History of the United states, 1980. , 

2. Excerpts from The Enemy by Felix Greene (1970) 

3. Excerpt from woman's Worth: Sexual Economics and the World of 
Women by Leghorn and Parker, 1981. 

Questions: 

1. What do we mean by "the system of l.mperialism"? 

2. Define colonialism. How does colonialism work to keep Third 
World N'ations poor? 

3. What has been the role of white supremacy in the development 
of imperialism and colonization? 

4. What is the relationship between imperialism and patriarchy? 

5. Imperialism appears to be so strong and entrenched, but we've 
begun to see its limitations in the liberations of Cuba, 
Vietnam, Nicaragua (and other'countries)., How hi!ve the 
popular movements in these Third World countries reached 
victory, given their lack of 'resources? How do we foresee 
t~e destruction of imperialism? Within this context, how 
do we see our role in building solidarity with national 
liberation movements? ' 



Hi gang . 

, ,. 

(of the history of the development For ou r next exci ting instal lment 
of capitalism in Europe, i . e . the 
have these readings : 

overthrow of the feudal order), we I 
'----~,. ~ I,,~ "," ~ 

1. The History Book , pages 1-45 (everybody read, quick and fu n) 

2. From }lan I s Worldly Goods , by Leo Huberman (one of the editors of 
Nonthly Review , the main place non-Eurocentric political economy has been 
developed in the US over the last 40 years . It's a journal) , 

i-,'e ' ll divide up three chapte rs covering three significant uprisings 
against t he feudal order. & people can tell everyone what happened during: 

. 
Chpater V, page 44 . the peasant revolts in the 14th century L ~ 

Chapter VII . page 71, the p r otestan t r eformation !./' 
Chapte r XIII . page 150 . the French revolution ~'I 

4 fourth person will give a quickie overvie .... • of what was going on in 
the r es t of the world meanwhile . What were the civilizations tha t had 
grown up before Europe started coming around? l.fuat were t he effects of 
early Eu r opean contact with Africa. Asia. etc . 

As you r ead . try to keep in mind the concepts Marx introduced--can you 
see them i n action as you read the history . ? 

See you r eal soon , mouseketeers . 

31,,'v '! ?It(S.! 
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Any new iOpUl oa q~ •• tl~~ we bad 1.lt t1"--report. tr~ atvtf peopl. read (It .~7) 
.. h, VIr. Cb4! :~ti •• '" rica". in illiarth AlMr1ca 110'8 cI ..... n .. ted the_ fa Latin 

A_rlca1 
L&roaa ~n •• tt--aor. oP In. hlrd.olni Qf the color tln~ 

2. Last Une pas- 7. tOj) ot II "-1')8 .JtbololY of the .nita ..... prtt .. da 
that while the •• 11 pl.nt.r •• •• tc ThMa, it wee allaaed , alavery waa 'ot 1n 
the 1ner •• ts of tbft white a$.~ • • " 

~bat dbout thi.? L.t ' . reed o~t lo~ PI • ~IUS the early •• ttlor ... r. not 
just the passive benaflctftrtes" to ~aad t~ .la •• tTad • • ~ 

4. lieU).' T" ... ,te 11~tODh. "cttona 1.1:,1, l4-2S 
.~t ... tbe political coate"t at t~ JackaoA ~.~dnt1 

, 



The period of Reconstruction was complicated. To help you get a handle on the , overall outline of the story, here's a swmnary, focussing on the time of the . 
overthrow. ' 

~UNDjRST~NDIN; THE POLITICAL FORCES OF RECOJmRUC'frON AND THE GREAT BETRAYAL OF BrACK: PEOPr.,~ 

I. A- triple alliance of 3 main class and national forces united to defeat the slave 
system in the Civil War ... -these 3 forces ~·;ere the Biq Bouzqeoisie, the Petite 
Bourgeoisie Abolisition1:ls, and the Black peoplE?-slaves & abolitionist f.eednan~ 

Each force ha.d different reasons for opposing the slave sYstem, and these different 
objectives show us why the Big bourgeoisie and the p.b. white abolitionists were 
to dese~:1:the Black people shortly after the end of the Civil War. 

A. The big hourqeosie wanted to SI1&a..'l the slave systElll not out of any love for 
Black people' s liberty, butbecause the rille of the planters in the South was 
the chief obstacle to the triumph of their industrail capitali_ in the U.S. 
The heavy-duty power of the planters in the Federal Govenunent frustrated the 
biq b. in several ways: ;, 

1. The capitalists wanted the Westem lands to be opened up under their 
hegemony, not under the slavocracy -

2. The capitalists lrlanted the Southern market for thiir goods, which 
slavery kept out of their hands because of feudal-type self-sufficiency 
and because of Southern trade with Eurppe. 

3. The b. wanted a high tariff to protect domestic manufactured goods, while 
the slavocracy wanted a low tariff to keep down the cost of their ~ports 
frau Europe. 

4. The h. wanted high taxes to finance lots of state investment in 0 

capitalist infrastructure (railroads, canals, etc), while the planters 
oppsed a big role for govt. 

5. The b. favored economic penetration of lands outside the North American 
continent ~ile the planters neeaed outright territorial se~ures to 
get them xiLore land for -~otton, -tkl~ kd. to c:t,f~t1~ ~ en ~ .... t- et:kr ~ .. rc-t-1' 

6. The b. wanted the raw Ina terial s and investment potential s of the South 
to be open for its exploitation, not to be daninated by the planters 
who traded directly with Europe. ~ ~~: 

7. More ways?? 'S<..U>\,,(Y, ./ L-Inc.o\n 
1.5~~ 

B. The Petit-bourgeois liberal abolitionists, white, wanted to abolish the 
moral outrage of chattel slavery--they believed in "the h. ideology of the 

French Revolution, which favored legal equality of all men under-a capitalist 
econcmy. Their ideal was that of a competitive-capitalist Republic. 

C. The Black people wanted liberation. The ex-slaves streve mightily for the 
econ4mic base that would give their newly-won vote real meaning. The slaves 
and Black abolitionists constantly pushed the Triple Alliance to the left, 
forcing the emancipation Proclamation, the Black vote, etc. to be given, 
however reluctantly and partially. The slaves held a good deal of power during 
the Civil War by virtue of their: 

1. ec. power to cripple the South by a General Strike 
2. military power, willingness to take up a.rms when the northern white working 

classs soldiers were flagging & resenting the whole ~rich m~n's war." 
3. ideoloqical-diplQmatic power. The North needed to insert the issue 

of abol~tion into the war to forestall the possibility of Europe 
recognizing the Southern government/I.e t'o win sympathy. 

The objectives of the slaves were LAND (they wanted to became small fa~ers), 
EDUCATION, THE VOTE. 

D. White labor in both the North and the South was not a prime actor in the 
conflict. White labor in the North ignored the whole issue of Black slaveryl 

liberation for an incredibly long t~e. 
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II. No sooner had the planters been defeated in the Civil WarAthan all the. allies 
of the Black people began to desert like cr::\Zy. 

A. The big b., once they Were sure that t!:".e planters had been unhorsed, 
quickly withdrew their support fran the radical measures taken by the Blacks 
under Reconstruction. They lIDBX were nervous about the social upheavel in 
the South under Reconstruction, especially about the moves of the Blacks 

), 
., 

in taxation and land redistribution that threatened Property and interfered 
with the orderly raking-off of profits. They wanted"social peace-in the South 
that would assure them a steady supply of cotton at cheap prices, and that 
would free them up to decisively defeat the Indian nati.ons, and deal with W~ £.. 

Northern labor unrest. The b, once ensconced in power, concluded a pact with 
the planters such that the planters could rule over the south as junior partners 
under the hegemony of the b. 

In the decade just after the Civil War the capitalists, freed fran the 
ahstacles of planter power' " , . and with state power in their 
hands, experienced an orgy of expansion. Zillions of dollars were raked off fran 
the public till to finance railroads, thousands ana thousands of acres of land 
in the West was given &lay to the b, and there was a general boom. A decisive 
turn toward monoply-imperillist consolidation happened in 1873, when the depression 
drove many small capitalists out of business and consolidated power in the 
hands of the biggest families. 

B. The Petit-b, JiB1Bj<'W. K » with their dream of a canpetitive-capitalist 
Republic, never recon9iled themselves to the necessity of the only measures 
that could make Black Emancipation real: (1) a serious dictatorship over the 
planters, amed dictatorship. The p.b. sauehow thought that the planters would 
surrender their power peacefully and could quickly be re-integrated into national 
life. (2) confiscation of property, the distribution of land to the ex--slaves. 
The petit b. could go along with giving the blacks political power in the fom 
of the vote (as Lincoln finally and reluctantly did), but they were never willing 
to give the Blacks the econauic basis that was necessary to hold political power. 
The petit. b, being bourgeois, opposed Jleizure of property, oppsed Black moves 
to take land fran the planters, and thus were very unrel&a.ble allies of the Black 
people." 

The p .b. liberals after the Civil War were horrified at the wild 
grabbing and corruption of the big Republicans, and at the way big business was 
gobbling up everything. Furthemore they had a sympathetic ear for the planters 
cries that their property was being seized by the Blacks and for the planters 
protests about the presence of the Northern amies in the South. So the 
pb. liberals split from the big bourgeoisie in 1872 and set up the Liberal 
Republican Party. The Liberals, representing the white middleJl classes, e ~ -tk.. 
had a program of 1. "'let all ex-confederates vote and run for office" 3 ~'~',- ~LJ~ 

~ ~ ~~- .~ 
2." wi thdraw Northern azmies faJa:KIl South (in interests of ove. ... -tk 

freedan of speech, etc.) ('~ 
3. and in memu~¥ of their old abolitionist sen\iments, 

''full rights and vote for Blacks in the ~uth. 
The white middle classes, in splitting with the big-business Radical Republicans, 
were _dRob. bound to travel in the direction of making an alliance with the 
right--in fact, the Democrats (planters) supported the Liberal Republican candidate 
for US President. 

Once the white p.b. had split from the Radical Republican Party, this 
left the Black people alone with the big bourgeoisie, who in turn had their own 
reasons for opposing ikH Black liberation. 
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So by 1812, the Petit b. had split from the Republican Party that was 

providing the military backinq f~r Black Reconstruction. The petit b. 
was cozying \q:> with the planter-Democrat. under the slogan of "end graft 
and corruption." Meanwhile the big Bourqeosie who were left in control 
of the Republican Party & the northern annies in the South were growinq 
increasinqly cool to the Black struggle. They passed the Amnesty Act in 
1872 which restored all political rights to vote and run for office to the 
old Confederate leaders. They sat on their hands as the White Terror began 
in earnest in the South, refusing to use the Northern troops to quell the DJ:-. 
planter moves. 

The Depression of 1873 threw the country into a panic. Ccminq out on the other 
side of the Depression, you had a newly-consolidated big B. with more power than 
ever in its hands. They forestalled any probablity of a Democratic--pb alliance 
by beqinning the process of making the planters their trustees in the South, and 
by cleaninq up the corruption excesses that had revolted the ph. They -. _~:~_~.-' 
promised a rational economic order with state regulation that would allov 
prosperity for the snall capitalists. With the white labor movement they 
concluded a tacit agreement that there would be hiqh W8qes based on capitalist 
expansion for the skilled white male workers, if the labor movement would 
consent to the ravaging of the qreat unskilled masses. This the union movement 
did, becoming more and more petty-bourqeosified, white supremacist, and exC£usionary. 

DISCUSSION QUESI'IOlB made 
1. What is it about the white petit bourgeoisie that/makes it a very shaky 
ally of revolutionary TW movements? How does the position of the white p.b. 
toward Black Reconstruction resemble the position of Berriqan-Baez toward 
the democratic dictatorship and socialist reconstruction in Viet ~?Does the history 
'~f Reconst~· amply prove that an anti-monoply politics in an cppressor nation can 8t~ll 
2. James Allen, a CP historian, writes: arrhe bourqeosie had bargained away ~ ~!. 
the revolution in step after step unitl it placed its own seal of approval upon t\"('(l.ctl: 

victorious reaction. n (p 206) DuBois writes: "When white laborers were 
convinced that the degradation of Negro Labor was more fundamental than the~ 
uplift of white labor, the end was in sight." (P 347) Because we realize 
that the b. and petit b. could never have fo11wed thru on support-for the 
black revolution in the South, w;JiUst place historical responsibility for the 
betrayal of Reconstruction on white workers, . - -

So where were the'white workers during this whole era of upheavel? 
First let's che out the rth. 

is' i ' erpretation of the white labor movement, p 353-360 
's 'nterpre~ation in his book, "Reconstruction: Battle 
ocracy", p 145-165. 

Ies ha decide which is more putrid: the white labor movements 
stan or A en's apologies for them. List the ways in which Allen 
cov rs up the rank white s remac of the labor movement-this is 
. portant so ~ can learn how opportunists falsify and dist~~t history. 

Next Ie s check out th~ South: 
* Allen, on p 193-1 7, lays the blame on a new Southern petit bourgeoisie. 
***DuBois, 622-626 ~~d 630-635, is not afraid to criticize the poor whites 

in the South. 


