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First four weeks 

1. Women and our bodies in the Nineties .... who controls us? 

2. Militarism in women's lives ... domestic media consumption of our minds ... women in the 
military .... 

3. Zionism, Palestine, and anti-semitism 

4.Women and activism ... resistance and the state .... militancy and machoism .... FBI 

Questions for week one: 

1. Everyday we are bombarded with images and slogans telling us we as "women in the 90's" are 
now in control and have the right to be sexy, thin, blue-eyed, blond, and sexual--with men. How 
much in control of our bodies do we feel? How much more than our mothers, our grandmothers? 
What do we have control of? How are our options shaped? Who shapes them? How much 
control does that leave us? 

2.(Because of the supreme court decision that came down last week, we thought peoples minds 
would be on abortion and reproductive rights, so we devoted the second question to this topic. If 
people feel differently, we can change it) How central are the questions of reproductive rights to 
our oppression or liberation -as women? What do we mean by reproductive rights? What does it 
mean to have "freedom of choice" or a "right to privacy? Are these (freedom of choice ... right to 
privacy) the best ways to frame the discussion? What are the advantages and disadvantages of 
debating/fighting for reproductive rights within these frameworks? 



REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND WRONGS 

Session One: Tuesday, March 24th 7:30, Son Francisco 
My body's no body's body but mine: 
Are motherhood and heterosexuality compul sory? Population control vs. 

birth control , whars the difference? Are straight and bi women really sleeping 
with the enemy? Did the early family planning movement really embrace the racist 
eugenics movement? Did the birth control pill and legal abortions give women 
sexual liberation? What does any of this have to do with the F* word? 
*feminism. 

Session Two: Tuesday, April 7th 7:30, Son Francisco 
The Handmaid's Tole: Beyond Abortion 
Reproduct i ve technology, forced steri I izat ion, geneti c engineering, i nf ant 

mortality, lesbian custody, donor insemination, forced Norplant implants, AFDC, 
cuts, HIV infected moms, RU 486, kidnapping, disability rights, surrogate 
motherhood, egg farming-Women as vessel, vector and vampire. 

Session Three: Tuesday, April 21 st 7:30 Son Francisco 
Abortion: Women's Bodies are a Battleground. 
The church, the state, our fate? Women of color-the gag rule is nothing new. 

Pro-choice or pro-abortion. Progressive men place in the abortion movement. 
What's in it for lesbians? Is there sex for wom(b)en beyond procreation? The Jane 
Collectives: Sisters are doing lt for ourselves! 

Session Four: Tuesday, MOY 5th 7:30, Son Francisco 
The BACKLASH: Men R Bock 
"They" say that the 60's was the decade for Black liberation, the 70's was 

women's liberation, the 80's was lesbian/gay liberation and the 90's will be the 
decade for men's liberationi Paternal rights and fetal rights vs. It%men's rights. 
Dyke bashing/white supremacy/the patriarchal nuclear family-Amerikkka'S 
traditional values, never Ba8+1 very far behind ere being "rescued". 

Four part discussion with short videos and challenging readings! ~lixed (women end 
men) meetings with optional women's caucus at 6:30 pm on the same nights. 



STUDV- REPRODUCTIVE ~IGHTS AND WRONG:; 

First Session: My body's no body's body but mine 

Readings: 

"Men Don't Really Hote \¥omen, or Do They?" by f'1eg BO"'''tman, Z n=gozine 
"What Can the White t'lan Say to the Black Woman" b~d Alice V1alker 
"Le:3bi ans Choosi ng Chilljn:m: The Personal is Pol it i co I Revl 81 t.Ad" bu NiincU 
Polikoff., Politics of the Heart 
"Motherhood" The Contemporary Emergency and the Quantum Leap" b1j Adrienne 
Rich, On lies. Secrets and Silence 
"ASSijUltS and Invaslons", poem by Janice r-llrlk1tani from Shedding Silence 
E>~cerDts from Abortion and 'domen's Choice, the State, Se~wa1ity ~r.d Reorodtlctive 
Freedom, by Rosalind Pollock Petchesky 
"Population Control Out of Cantror, by Ferida Akhter, Guardian Ne\·vspaper 

Questions: 

1. Bralnstorm- Let's name 20 'Yva~~s \"v'omen are fighting to control our bOljies. 
2. Are mot.herhood and heterosexuality compulsory? Does "pro-choice" legislation 
guarantee that mothers and heterosmwal s ha'-I8 come to that "deci si on" freely? 
Hoy\" do we kno'N whet we hflve really "chosen"? 
3. Petchesky, says that the tensi on between i ndi vi dua 1 desi rei sub j eet i ve 
reality/privacy on t.he one hand and social needs/collectiv8 responsibilityisocially 
imposed morality on the other hand can never "be totally reconciied". She adds 
"this very tenSIon may be the source of a pOlitical vitality for feminism". (Pgs 
400-401) Let's discuss this in terms of issues other than reproductive freedom 
(for example, se:<ua1 freedom, fastlion .. Madonna-11ke stardom, responsibilty for 
children, community pressure/restrictions for anti-social behavior (substance 
abuse, child abuse, etc.) 
4. Did making contn'lception more accessible and legalizing abortion give women 
sexual liberation? 



STUDY: REPRODUCT I VE RIGHTS AND 'dRONGS 

Readings: 

"Debat i ng Reproductive Techno i ogi 8S.... (Germany)Conne)<i ons t"lagazi ne 
"Sperm Srnorgasbord" .. (Swi tzeri anlj)Connexi ons 
RU486 Debate in Hie Bay Guardian 
"A Long ~;tory" by Beth Brant, Politics of the Heart 
"F orced Contracept i on" by Jul i e Mertus, Z r'1a9azi ne 
"The Case of Marion Sparg" (South Africa)Connexions f1egazine 
From From Abortion to ReDrodl.lctive Freedom, Edited by Marlene Fried: 
"Abortion and Sterilization in t.he Third World" 
Stat i st i cs on I nf ant f"lorta 1 itu 

'" 
"Sur-vi val J Ernpowerment anlj Act i vi srn" by Roxanna Pastor 
"Racism, Birth Control and Reproductiye Rights" by Angela Davis 
"Wornen's Reproductiye Rights in the Age of AIDS: Nevy' Threats to Informed Choice" 
by Hortensi a Amaro 
"Stlared Dreams: A Left Perpective on Disability Rights end Reproductive Rights" by 
Adrienne Asch and Michelle Fine 
"Court Ordered Ceasareans: A Growing Concern for Indigent Women" by .Jane8n 
Ace ... ,'edo Dani e 1 s 

Questions: 

1. Trlere has been an historic and ongoing struggle by V'lomen of color tn the U.S. and 
around tt"ie vv'orl d that v1hi te women do not integrate and pri orit i ze thei r issues. 
"to/hat do 'y'y'e think are t.he priorities that women of color are actively pursuing 
novv"? To \>\'hat. can we attrihut.e t.he failure at" the primarily white women's 
movement to take these issues on? 
2. There are some very controversial debates about reproductive technologies anlj 
ne'vver methcltjs for ferti1it!~ control. In terms of controlling ·tlOrnen's lives, 'vvhat is 
different about these nevv'er metrlods? Vy'hat is trle same? 
3. \,\/hat Ijo women gain from these neVi technologies? "dr-Iat do 'Ne lose? 



TV·/ent.u OllJ:3 'yIf·8!.!S \'vc:men an fi:::mtinc 1.0 conr.r~:;j O!.!f oodie:3. tJ1.! ·;t.udu arouo Aoni . .,.r _ _ ..., '., __ .. 

7, 1992. 

1. coming out 
'") -i c r"~ ,;:. n -i; ',., • -,~ a ,. ,.,; '0 1" f" i '1' :; 1 ,', .. .:. ,-1 ,-.. :.1 ,., '" ""~ ::;, ~ ::.: "h .-. r+ ; ...,,-, .-' 
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.., 
7.,jemanding rnore r-e'38;JrC!1 on breast GijnCer 

8. getting CDC defjnHions for HI'..,) crli'5nqes to ineil.!,je '",vornen':3 Ijj!~e.:lses 
,~ b;:,j no ;"1h 1 P. t n at f nrrl }la'·.'j i'll' :'t tii"bl' ~ .. II,-lfl \M~r' t ;lr.:l 
.' • ... .:;; <J.,,", .' • - - '... • I I d '... ~ :t I' .j .... 1 1 I .... ' .... J 

10. having incest survivor groups 
11. s8ttin'~ lirnits iJnd bound;jrje:~ -pil!dSical1y 
12. tjernanding arjlj c:t:t,3ining ',3,3r"e ::€'>:- free ;3t":;j .j11 oller 
13. fi !]ht.i ng agEli nst. envi rOnrn8nQ 1 t.mn ns 
1 A no, + iOO""l'na lik~ ;::",~I-.iu -t.I'. "...,I ...... U~IU.·_ 

15. stoPpin9 \Nelf;~re cuts 
16.e~<posing and stoppin'J T(lrc8fj st.erilizat.ion ':li"!l:l coercive norplam irnpi,jntation 
17:wrlting 
18. wTiting books like Susan Felulji 
19.marching and demonstrating 
20. crioosing not to i"love chiidren 
21. bun di ng ;3lternat i \18 fi1rni 1 i AS 
.,.j ·-i.:.r"l '=<n a'; no free. "'no' '=Ol-C':":"~; 0',; a j.;",;i a'c'~~'::' ~4. I~\.t I W I.

J
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23. through donor jnsemination for le~3bian:~ ;~nij oU'ler V'iOmen 
"4' >"1'l;"lI.'l·ng ,-n"-', ;",p,-·+;pn:~ iMl·th · .. ·,,·rll·"!~'l in t,th':'l- r'tltn7 I-i A': ... lit_f' ...... _ 11: ... ·.j..J I;.;} 11 •• 111_1 •. _ •• _ •• _'.1. __ ... _ .. t., .... , __ 

25. creat.ing bat.tere;:1 women's shelters 
26. lea:'iin!~ battering situations 
'")7 8<J.:.r-'~1· ·:d Y'11l :=11'10' ".:.tt i n" .~+ t-'-:nJ'QY" 
..... t • Jr''., • .., 'Jt, ::J J ... t ':tv ""'::;J .j ... ..., :j ...... 
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30. demandi n::: ~ua i itu heal th care j rlC judi na ore nat.::) care 
~. _ 'J • 

31. reclairnin9 lanljuage to reflect 'Nomen 
32. figl1tin!J to educate men to be "t.une,j in" 
33. dsr'ining women's onll~ space 
34. breaking out of traditional roles 
35. not getting mi:Jrrielj 
36. ~;,::ying "NO" 
7i qt·i40.~"·1 . k ... .,) ... '..i,'.I.lllIj .10:.;::, 

38.fighing s8i(ual harnssment. 
~Q ~,,,,,(·"tl'rl" kl,jo.:- ''1I''''I'rl,::t ":·~·:.J1.l·"1 ·:t::ln~ntllnl't'I' .~ _'. -' .J '.-t ..., u '.. :~" - _ t~ ~'oJ '.J.. OJ J'.. 1~ ..,"."_ •• ..,.-. ~ I-' .• ~ 



40.Creat i rtij Jdn8 co Ilect 1 \.'8:;. Lserni ng t"lenst.rua 1 e>::tracti on together 
4 • ~ "~r·-,,,· . .;.;.,~- tf-!·-lo (".- ri.:,.--..,..·· .. ,· ( T' fn' "-r· 1 1 "tt -·r '-:.) . I.;", 0 t I i I .... ,;;,. I I ';~ ',: '-' .... n ... t:' .... i I t':_ '. l::l I,JIO. '- I i,.d.. 9 Ii 'l e \:. J U rt '" 
42. rieV i no qOOij cl-Ii 1 deere, pf!Ui no rnor-e ettenti on to ttli s ... 0- . '- "_ 
43. crlanging the ~:tereot.~dPing and obJectjf~ing of vv'omen's bOljies 
44. not dieting 
/1::; 1 """biQnr. f~"';"'·l·rla T'u-"- +l-e "-eco'''r.;+iorl -f r''-In "l·,..·lu-"'l·L~""l n"I'-'+h-r~ ---r __ . I t..:t I U ,~ t t ~ t I \0 'oJ I 1.1 1 1 • '= I I \. t U I ,I..; ",J~, I :; . \J \...' t. ~ ::, 

46. rnaking men use condoms 

STUDV-PEPRODUCT!\/E RIGHTS AND ..... ,lPONGS 

Third Sessl0n- Abortion: Our Bodles are a 56Ulegrouiid 

Reedir,gs: 

"The Struggle for Reprciijucti:,,.'e Fr-eedom: Three St.ages of Femmi:=:rn" by Llnda 
Gordon 
Excerpt from "Fernim srn Lives" tty Radical Ferninists 
"A G.5g 1S a Tool" speectl bid =;rtaron PO'y\"sl1 
e>~cerpt from "On trt8 issues" by Merle Hoffman 
From From Abortion to Reproductive Freedom. Edited b~ r1erlene Fried. 
"7 t"='nc-f. ormi ng the P.::.nr-ndu'-·· ; '.Ie. 0 l' ghtc· HO\I.::.rr"IAr·,t· Tt"ICl t='u-,C't -',,·,".:.bc·-;;:.r /".qi:lt·'11 j'" 11'-1 OJ .t .. t"~""V..t ·J"'II~I ... ';';tl IOJ ,.,1 ..... (...,. OJ~ Itr.;f .-/ ... 1 ..... ,...'~.~I'~'~ 

"Put:.ing Viomen 'B~ck into t.~"le Atlortion Debate" b~ Ellen I'h"illi~: 
,Ju.; t Ca 11 "Jane" Ol;! ,Jane 
"At:ortion witrlout Apology" 


