
How cops got mean and ugly night left 
came to have its say against Falwell. 

Picketers were st ill gomg stro ng over at 
Macy's as Patricia Jackson of the sponsor­
ing AII·Peoples Co ngress kic ked o ff the 
an t i·Moral Ma jori ty UnIon Square rally at 
6 p.m. last Thursday. 

An estimated 1 ,QOO people were Inside 
the Square whlfe 1500 derno n <; tra t ors were 
returning from where they had earlier p ick · 
eted Jerry Falwell at the HOliday Inn one 
block up o n SuIter a t Powell. II was 'ioon 
evident from the nOise OU I on Powell th a t 
the city's finest were al ready J t work tar ­
nishing the city's image. 

Demonstrator Bill Nessen, who said a 
mounted policeman first knocked over a 
news rack and then rode over h im as he lay 
on the ground, sa id the cops f irst converged 
on a spot where demonstrators sat down in 
the street. They star ted swinging the ir clubs 
overhand at people all around them . One 
medic was badly beaten in the head whil e 
she was attempting to give medical aid. 
Despite police cla ims that demonstrators 
threw th ings at them. all the w itnesses thIS 
reporter talked with said the attack was 
completely unprovoked. 

While this confrontation was occurr ing. 
the mc 'S back at the rally lead people in 
chants of " Racist . Sexist, Anti ·G~y ; Moral 
Majority Go Away. " Things remai ned more 
or less calm within Union Square while 
periodically during the evenmg people ran 
out to the streets where more ac t ive de­
monstrations were taking placE:·. 

Among the speakers and enterta iners on 
stage were activ ist and Board of Supervisors 
candidate Pat Norman . folksing er Bill Folk, 
Bill Wahpehapah of the Indian Treaty Coun­
cil. who gave a reasoned ant i -Christ ian. pro­
Indian religion pitch, and the comic troupe 
Ladies Against Women. who called for mak­
ing virginity a requirement for high school 
graduation. 

About forty-five minutes into the rally. a 
group of about twenty punks staged a Gar­
bage·in at the Stock ton and Geary intersec­
t ion. The punks. reported to be from the 
Li ve rmore Action Group, overturned five 
cans of garbage from a near-by health food 
restaurant into the Intersection . (They did 
not overturn dumpsters, as reported In the 
next day's Chron icle.) Then they lay down 
in the street, stopping traffic. One of them 
said they were protesting the cops' earlier 
action of "hurting people." Most of the 
punks had dispersed by the t ime police 
arrived, bu t undercover cops fe rreted them 
out and threw five of thero jnto a paddy 
wagon parked at the Stockton intersection, 
By 7:05, traffic was flowing again, as the 
grim-faced TAC squad and the mounties 
kept the crowds up on the sidewalks. 

Riot potential for the evening reached a 
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peak when cOpS dragged it man down from 
his perch on the Stock ton stree t sign. dnd 
fir e crackers - which sounded omUlously 
like gun sho ts - surlden ly went off In UnIon 
Square. 

A HeInz soup can pnPP'!d under a car I1re 
and ~;) ll ed into the gu tter itS I cro')seci Ihe 

intersec tion to go back [Q the ra ll y, 
Squashed orange halvp. s, p,H slpy, paper cups 
and cops' horses' tea muffins strewn acr nss 
the Intersect i0n c,aa t t! ~1 an ~e rt e urban 
collage. 

The rally lost some of its audience again 
at 8 :45 as a Sunset Scavenger dumpster in 
front of the Casual Corner clothtng Store on 
Powell at Geary exploded !llIO f lames, the 
work of an un identif ied arsonist. 

As I was leaving around 9 p,m., a CItY 
garbage truck was sweeping the Geary· 
Stockton In tersec t io n, and the tension level 
had dim inI shed conSiderably _ The cops at 
the corner joked abou t the sweeper, which 

was obviously nOt deSIgned 10 clean up or­
gan ic vi tamrn C. 

I experienced a strong fee li ng o f de ja .... ll. 
:1sptred by the m l l itary ·styled. highl y 

regimented , ha,e,v lbed TA C squad. whIch 
forged its reputati on back tr1 the )Ix tl es 
beating up hippies in the Halgh t ·A shoury 
The plast ic -visored storm troopers even 
made the same k Inds of commenTs. they'd 
made back then. t heard one say ;'0 another 
as an obviously mascut in~ pu nk pas"i' ~j by. 
" 's that a boyar a girl ?" Are tJ'lesf- faSC Ist 
ctones Imported 0 1 are they hom(;-bred ill 

sties for each genera tron's use? 
There was no .... io lence on the part of 

anyone at Thursday night'S ra lly except 
the police. who have been known to CCiuse 
riots periodically. And the TAe ~Quad I 
learned back in the '60s should be di fferen­
tiated from o ther San Francisco police, some 
of whom hove an old· fashioned l iberal i ty 
and can even enjoy the city's diver sity CI S if is 
displayed at public events. Y ou nC'l er see a 
TAC squad smile. They only do that tn the 
bathroom . 
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Women Against Imperialism 
Dear Fnends, 

We're wrning to Infortn your readers aboutlhe Cen· 
Iral Amencan Sohdartly work at Women AgaInst 1m· 
pertaltsm, Barbara Ustanko. who compIled the Com· 
111M L/ J'Centr:l1 Amefll.::llksoUfce GUide, ,>uggt..·:..lcd 
th:n w r.: :Jnd n thr.:r groups wme 1\1 to help (I)mplctt' 
th r.: directory . 

111c \~'nmen's C.lnlrr.ugn to Confront the L'':; \ '( 'J! 

.\t:Khtnr.: rs:r c:rmp:ugn o f r.:duC:Ulon;l\ ;tCt\ \ ' IILCS :lno 

.K·l ion.., to opro~ t ·.S. mllit:lrism rn Cr.:nlr.il Alm:nCJ. 
\'( 'r.: 11:1\·r.: tlr.:m n nstr:tted :11 thr.: Armr.:tI Ft)fCC' 

Rr.:cnHlm~ StJtions in Oakland ;md S:m Fr::musco. 
cI()5Ul~ Ihr.:m OOwn. :md m.'lfchr.:d through rush hour 
crow ds 10 the (unm3rkr.:d) CIA he3dqp:m r.:r,') In I:.:m 
Fr;tnd:..co. iUSt afkr lhr.: comr.l'i bomocd COriHIO ! i;lf­

hor in ~iC'.lrJgu;l . In 1982 we cclebr::ltro [ntem:l~ional 
\~'omr.:n ·" I);t \ ' bv dem o nsu: lIing :II POrt ChlcJgo 
i\'aval \'( '1.":11'0;':-' S·t:ltio n . :1 huge wC;lpons depot for. 
I>omhs destined fo r E! Salvador. lTod.;ty - 2 tons nl 
l ·.s.''iupp /ir.:<.1 bombs :m: dro ppr.:d earn day on the 
zones of popular control bberated by the FMLN/FDR ) 
Last year on IWO. t\VO hundred women marched on 
the PresldKl Army Base the same month that 800 U S 
soldIers were dIspatched from there to Honduras 
Nearly a hundred women and chIldren got onto the 
base Itself. and blood was poured on theIr tanks and 
weapons of death. Lasl summer we partICIpated In 
bUIlding the non'lnlerventJon conllngents In the l es­
bIan/Gay Freedom Marches. 

We are actlvely working on a material ad campagn 
for AMNLAE and AMES. the women's aSSOCIatIOns 
of Nrearagua and EI $alvador . AMNLAE IS rebul .og 
chlldcare centers destroyed by the CIA comras. and 
AMES runs a chlldcare center for retugees hom :r,e 
all' war We sponsored a benefit fIlm shOWIng ot 
Dream 01 a Free Counuy: A Message from Nicaraguan 
Women, raISIng $1000. We have a .... aJ lable VJd~ ana 
sid eshows on women In Central Amertca to snow at 
your house meenng, class, or organIZatIOn. Currently 
we' re offerrng a class on women and war. WIth a focus 
on women In Centra! Amenca and the Impact of 
mlhtansm here In the U.S. 

We want to lOIn WIth other women to help bUild a 
strong. dynamIC, ann-Impenalist women 's movement 
to oppbse U S. mlhtansm and fight for our freeaom 
as women There are a lot of ways to get Involveo 
lust call 652·44Q 1 ext 656. or wnte Women Agalns~ 
Impertahsm, 3543 18th St ttl .. . SF CA 9 .. 1!(J 
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