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NATIONAL COMMITLK TO LRLK I'ULRTO RICAN PRISONLRS OF WAR

National Heroine ,

Lolita Lebron on National

Tour in support of the
Eleven Freedom fighters

On Wcdne.Mlay. May 22, 1980, the Puerto Rican conrniunity of Chicago gave a
warm welcorric to tlic national heroine of Puerto Rieo, l olita Lebron. More than .100
people were pre.scnt to honor the greatest rcvolntionaty of this epoch.

Puerto Rican and Chicano/Mexicano students from Northeastern Illinois University
anti the University of Illinois dedicated folkloric dances to her, and al.so the children
of the Children's Center of the Puerto Rican Cultural Center honored her hy
pre.sciumg a drama about Vieques. One of the most moving moments was when young
Antonio Valentin, son of the patriot and prisoner of war Carmen Valentin, dedicated
their play to Lolita.
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Speakers were companera Joscfina Rodriguez, representing the Moviniicnto de
Liheracion Nacional (M.1..N.), Myrna Salgado of the National Committee to Free
Puerto Rican Pri.soners of War, and Mistress of Ceremonies Carmen Santana Rodriguez.

1 he militant audience gave a longstanding ovation when the patriot Lolita Lebron
was introduced.

In her speech Lolita made detailed analysis of the economy, culture, the electoral
process and the Navy in Vieques.

In her distour.se, Lolita described her emotional encounter with the Puerto Rican
freedom fighters now imprisoned,. Some of her thoughts arc cited in the following:
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