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REGARDING

CARLOS ROMERO

BARCELO

The governing classes of the capitalist system do
not have misgivings as to their use of the most
reprehensible methods to consolidate and perpetu-
ate themselves in power,

In the colonial case of Puerto Rico, where edu-
cation constitutes one more-instrument of power
of the governing classes, there is an incompatible
divergence between written history and the histori-
cal events (facts) that have converged into our
socio-political reality. It is no surprise then that
the historical pages, written by our Lolita Lebron,
Andres Figueroa Cordero, Rafael Cancel Miran-
da, Irvin Flores, Oscar Collazo, Griselio Torreso-
la, Pedro Albizu Campos, Paulino Castro, Juan

have stood up in a defiant attitude determined/to
educate and guide their people to the construction
of a new social order, free of the exploitation of
man by nfan. The northamerican empire, together
with its most loyal servants in Puerto Rico, live
day to day hounded by the certainty that they
would not be able to hold back (in spite of the cor-
ruption in our educational system, misinforma-
tion and the cynicism of a stateless governor)
perpetually the increasing forces that demand
social justice and security. It will be this very same
people, no doubt that will show clearly to Carlos
Romero Barcelo, rewriting their own history—
that while our Nationalist broshers will be remem-

Antonio Corretjir and so many others are exclud-
ed from school textbooks. Neither are recorded on
paper (officially) the events of national impor-
tance, such as El Grito de Lares, the Jayuya Re-
volt, Ponce Massacre, Rio Piedras Massacre, the
persecution of the Nationalist Forces in the decade
of the 50°s, nor the armed resistance that met the
northamerican invaders at their *‘peaceful
arrival’® at Puerto Rico in 1898 (7).
The huge military-economic interests of the
~american bourgeoisis in the island could give us
the clue to understanding why it is that the north-
american government has fought to hide the evi-
dence of Puerto Rican resistance (and its eventual
repercussions) and the fact that they have imposed
such excessive punishment to the survivors of one
of their most recent incursions into the island: the
repression of the 50°s.

In addition to the excessive and injurious con-
trol of the mass media and the ideological func-
tion that education has comegto play in our social
structure today, among the demands for justice
that the organized masses are proclaiming so as to
achieve the unconditional release of our Nationa-
list Prisoners, we could hear the anachronistic dia-
tribe of the incumbent of the puppet's mansion.
Romero Barcelo’s opposition to the freeing of our
valuable companeros is in faithful agreement with
his anti-labor attitude during the U.T.LE.R.
strike, with his call for (cry of) war against the
labor movement, as a result of the execution of the
employer’s lawyer (C.1.A. agent) A. Randall—
that culminated with the killing of labor leader,
Rafael Caballero, and the fabrication of the crimi-
nal case against labor leader, Miguel Cabrera. His
position does not differ either with the im-
prisonment of our Radames Acosta Cepeda, the
backing given the police for its “*praiseworthy
Job’" in Cerro Maravilla’s massacre and his public
guilty verdict against the *‘terrorist-killers of the
Chilean consulate®’, asserting the true nature of

bered for their heroic actions in the reaffirmation
and defense of the motherland, he will be remem-
bered only for his corrupt government and its
assassinations.

In light of the past and recent publicity. in re-
gards to the 4 Puerto Rican Nationalist Prisoners
of War, the National Committee to Free Puerto
Rican Prisoners of War, is making public this
statement not only to put forward our position im———=
regards to this matter, but also to correct the inac. :
curate reporting of both the Associated Press and
the United Press International.

During the past few vears there has heen much

_publicity generated in reference 1o a Prisoner ex-
change or “swap® between Cubz and the United
States. Much of this has been leaked to the press
by Jack Wainwright, who is the Attorney of
f:.l.A. agent Lawrence Lunt. Lunt has been
imprisoned in Cuba for the last 12 years. He is also
one of the 4 prisoners that Cuba is offering for the
release of the 4 Puerto Rican Prisoners of War,
Lolita Lebron, Oscar Collazo, Irvin Flores Rodri-
guez and Rafael Cancel Miranda who have been
in_\primncd in the United States for over 25 years,
with the exception of Oscar Collazo who has
served over 28 years.

In order to set the record straight the National
Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War
emphatically states that the Prisoners will never
accept parole or anything short of UNCONDI-
TIONAL RELEASE. In the words of Rafael Can-
cel Miranda *“‘we would not even accept the condi-
tion of their telling us what color shoes we should
wear!"" These patriots, the longest held political
prisoners in the Western Hemisphere, do not
accept the authority of the United States Govern-
ment over themselves or their country, Puerto
Rico. They have insisted that they will not accept
any conditions on their release which in any way
prohibits or limits their participation in the inde-
pendence movement, also that they are Prisoners
of War and thus should be treated by the Accords
of the Geneva Convention,

While the National Committee to Free Puerto
Rican Prisoners of War has béen for many years
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the judicial paredy: where “‘everyone is guilty
until proven innocent.’” These are only some
of the abuses that have characterized his fascist
EG‘\"EI’J’ITTI&T][ .

Parallel to the deterioration of our institutions
and the reprehensible actions of our governor,
continuously the existence of a fighting people re-
asserts itself, driven by the moving force of the
indelible experiences of centuries of oppression
and humiliation. QOur enslaved people have given
birth to sons and daughters who have been able to
defeat the subjugating campaign of brutal condi-
tioning to which it has been subjected and who

at the forefront of the struggle to free the Puerto
Rican Nationalists and-welcomes their uncondi-
tional release, we reject any attempt to place any
restrictions upon their release. They are freedom
fighters whp have never swerved from the path
which they took many years ago, to seek the total
liberation of their homeland, clearly following in
Lp]ita Lebron's words the idea that ““there is no.
victory without pain.”’
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On Monday, May 28, 1979, the entire world
learned that the young freedom fighter of Puerto
Rican independence and prisoner of war William
Guillermo Morales had escaped from prison. To
- do.it-he had to break through intense surveillance

24-hours-a-day, and overcome physical limita-
tions—the lack of two hands.

The Political repercussions were felt immedi-
ately and continue to this day. Twelve separate
.investigations at the Federal, State and Local mu-
nicipal governments, have been started. A Grand
Jury was called into session to intimidate Puerto
Rican people into passivity while they conduct
their investigation, and into cooperation with the
police and the F.B.I. Our communities are under
surveillance by overt and covert police. Hundreds
of independence fighters are now under 24-hour-
surveillance, as well as their allies in MNorth
America

Al the same time they are trying to eover up one
~ of the greatest scandals of our times—the inability
of police and the various intelligence agencies of
government to identify a single member of the
Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Macional
(FALN). They dre trying to cover the great defeat
that Morales and the Puerto Rican people have
inflicted on the U.S. government. MORALES IS
FREE, HIS DETRACTORS AND JAILERS
HAVE BEEN BEFEATED! To this hour no one
knows how the escape was managed, because no
one ig saying and the police don’t know. Did he es-
cape with the help of someone with access to him?
Was it a guard who helped him. Was it Morales,
who without hands, broke the bars between him
and freedom? Did he climb out the window, or did
he walk out the front doors? Did he climb out the
window using an ACE bandage, using a ladder, or
did he jump? Did he use the elevators, the stairs,
or did he fly out ike Superman? The truth is that
neither we nor the police know. But, ves! Morales
is free! And despite the hundreds of agents who
are conducting ‘‘search and destroy'’ operations,
they cannot find him. .

And what does this all mean?

From the very first encounter between MNorth
Americans and Puerto Ricans during the invasion
of Puerte Rico in 1898, the North American has
viewed the Puerto Rican as an ignorant brute.
This is why they can crack jokes about Puerto
Ricans, exploit us, abuse us at work, deny us
housing decent enough for a human being, and
still regard us incapable of rising against opression
and repression.

In 1974, a clandestine Puerto Rican organiza-
tion apeared on the scene. Against it the U.S. gov-
ernment threw- all its intelligence agencies, the
Mew York City police, their informants, their
agents within the movement and their provoca-
teurs. They organized a psychological counter-
offensive against *““terrorism’® and the FALN.
Their agents placed within the independence orga-
nizations organized a systematic attack against the

FALN, takis advantage of the e secret nature of

their clandestine work to generate an unfavorable
attitude within the movement and the people.
They investigated, provoked, arrested people, and
still they could not touch the FALN. With each
armed action, the FALN has grown in the imagi-
nation of_ the Puerto Rican people. The Puerto
Rican people now began to recognize that, not
only had U.S. government intelligence failed, but
more, that the 1.5. government was !:-egmnmg to
fear the intelligence of the Puerto Rican people.
Even the most desperate Puerto Rican would now
hit a bank claiming to be a member of the FALN,
and the cashier would turn over all the money.
MNever before had the will of the Fu&r’m Rican
people been so respected!

Finally, they sang victory with the arrest of Wil-
liam Guillermo Morales; Puerto Rican, age 29,
brown-skinned, and who lost both hands in an ex-
plosion in a supposed secret-FALN center. They
arrested and tortured him for three days by
pounding on his wounded and bleeding hand-
stumps. The torture and interrogation was con-
ducted by a Puerto Rican-American detective
named *‘Valentine.”” He was moved to Ryker's
Island Prison, that Queens jail full of Blacks and
Puerto Ricans, which has an evil reputation
because of the ill treatment of prisoners and the
frequent “‘suicides.”” The popularity of his case
immediately forced his jailers to treat him some-
what better. A struggle was begun to obtain ade-
quate medical treatment, and he was transferred
to Bellevue Hospital's prison ward where they
operated on an eye to extract a metal fragment.
The cost of the operation was paid by the many
small donations from the Puerto Rican people.
Growing national and intermational pressure
forced the U.S. government to keep him at the
Hospital prison to fit him with artificial hands,
and for which the Puerto Rican community was
willing to pay. Even so, they kept him without the
artificial limbs until the day of his escape. Mora-
les, as a fact, was kept guarded and pressured all
the time. His visitors could not speak with him

except through a glass window and using a tele-
phone system which was inevitably intercepted.
Aﬁcr each visit by an attorney—and even in the
two ““contact’ visits allowed him by his wife and
child—his jailers would search him, even between
his toes.  ~

In addition to the bad food and rotten vegeta-
bles he was served, Morales was under constant
psychologicai pressure. This is why his escape is s0
burpns:ng and so cxlraordmary In the aftcrmath

~"of 'his escape, the Puerto Rican community has

shut its doors to the investigations. Now, the city
is desperately trying to recruit Puero Rican police
to use as a front line against their own people.
Once more they seck to divide the Puerto Rican
family to destroy the newly rediscovered “‘will’* of
the Puerto Rican people.

Morales' escape struck the Puerto Rican com-
munity like a “*Christmas Eve."" Everywhere one
turned; the factory, hospitals, the street, the home
—our people smiled in the face of police incredul-
ity. The smiles became laughter as police confu-
sion ran riot. Silently our people prayed Morales
would not be located, that the people would hide
him, that someone would give him food and cloth-
ing. Today, William Guillermo Morales has
become a hero of our people and an intelligent and
admirable human being to many North Ameri-
cans. The escape of Wiliam Guillermo Morales is
the escape of every Puerto Rican and oppressed
person from the claws of those who would enslave
us.

Were he here today, companero Morales would
say: “'Hasta La Victoria, Siempre!!™

You can imprisen
thousands of us, but you
cannpt hold us forever.”

ess WILLIAM GUILLERMO MORALES
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THE NATIOMAL COMMITTEE TO FREE PUERTO
RICAN PRISONERS OF WAR was organized on November
21, 1978, This Committee is the result of the consolidation of
the NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO FREE THE FOUR
PUERTO RICAN PRISONERS OF WAR and the WILLIAM
MORALES DEFENSE COMMITTEE.

The reason for this consolidation was the emergence of a new
situation. The Puerto Rican national liberation struggle can
now claim the loss of three more liberation fighters who have
fallen into the hands of the enemy, U.S. Imperialism. These
three comrades—William Guillermo Morales, Mydia Ester
Cuevas and Pablo Marcano—ijoin the Four Nationalists
—Oscar Collazo, Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel Miranda and
Irvin Flores—as symbols and heroes of our eighty year struggle
against the colonization of our homeland by the U.S. govern-
ment.

The organization of unconditional political support in the
U.S. for these brave comrades necesitated a new structure and
focus. With this consolidation we hope to take the tich and
fruitful cxperience we have acquired from our work around the
case of the Four Mationalists and extend and broaden that
political support to all Puerto Rican Prisoners of War.

OUR POSITION

Fuerlo Rico is a nation intervened and occupied by the U.S.
5 gerved a5
‘‘war booty'" for the economic and political interests of this
country. The presence of these U5, interesis is maintained and
assured by force. Since the invasion and throughout entire
period of the colonization the Puerto Rican people have
resisted. They have fought the colonial violence of the enemy
with the revolutionary violence of the people. In this war for
independence and national liberation, many revolutionaries
have fallen and many more will fall. But the enemy has re-
ceived, and will continue 1o receive blows from which it will
MEVET FECOVET.

We, supporters of Puerto Rican Independence, Progressive
and freedom-loving people, have the duty to provide uncondi-
tional support for those in clandestinity or incarcerated for
being part of, or accused by the enemy of belonging to the
armed forces which are fighting for the indepéndence of Puerto
Rico and the establishment of a socialist society free of explai-
tation and colonial vestiges,

That is the reason for this newspaper. To organize support
for our companeros and companeras, prisoners of war, who
have been incarcerated by the enemy of humanity, U.S, im-
perialism. It-is important to break with the prevalent fear
which does not permit many of us to demonstrate our solidar-
ity with these heroes and examples of the struggle for indepen-
dence, sovercignty and socialism., .

To Oscar Collazo, Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel Miranda,
Irvin Flores, Mydia Ester Cuevas, Pablo Marcano, William
Guillermo Morales and to all those companeros and COmpa-
neras who coniinue the struggle in clandestinity and anynomity

“we dedicate these pages and extend our solidarity and revo-

lutionary love.
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POINTS OF UNITY
INDEFENDEMCE FOR PUERTO RICO

FREEDOM FOR ALL PUERTO RICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR

FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
AND PRISONERS OF WAR
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\'-’:_ need funds to continue this newspaper and carry out our
political campaign for the release of all our Prisoners of War.
For information and donations, write:

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO FREE PUERTO RICAN
PRISOMERS OF WAR

BOX 83, 161 EAST HOUSTOM STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10002
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The need for developing an organism which will
educate and organize the masses of Puerto Rican
people to support our political prisoners and pri-
soners-of-war is a serious problem confronting the
independence movement. All liberation struggles,
throughout the world, have been able to develop
campaigns for the release of imprisoned liberation
fighters. The Puerto Rican national liberation
struggle must do the same.

Below we reprint a communique written by the
People’s Revolutionary Commandos (CRP). This
armed clandestine organization, based in Puerto
Rico, has posed the problem of the defense of
political prisoners and prisoners-of-war to the
independence movement. We reprint the commu-
nique in the hope that it will generate discussion
and lead to concrete steps in the development of
consistent and principled work on behalf of the
immediate and unconditional reléase of all our
political prisoners and prisoners of war.

LET US UNITE FOR THE FREEDOM OF
ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS

Du_riug the last few years, colonialism in Puerto

S sunken into 4 grave political and eco-
nomic crisis. Because of this crisis; the diverse
sectors of LS. monopoly capitalism seek an alter-
native for solving their problems and which will
permit them to continue with the brutal exploita-
tion of our working people. We understand that
on the econorhic plane, the exploitation of our na-
tural resources, especially petroleum, is seen as the
imperialist alternative. On the political plane, the
vankis are seeking a formula for a status which
will allow them to exploit our natural resources.

Independently of whether the imperialist alter-
native be a modified form of the present status
(commonwealth), a “banana republic’’ type of
independence, or statehood, we are certain that it
will be done only through the liquidation of the
revolutionary movement. Therefore, we can ex-
pect, during the next few years, a renewal of anti-
independentist and anti-worker repression.

Faced with this aspect of imperialism, the inde-
pendence organizations have assumed a vacillating
attitude. There needs to be forged a minimum
anti-imperialist unity with objectives which would
dynamize the entire revolutionary movement. This
lack of unity is reflected in the very poor defense
of political prisoners and the deficient and scarce
propaganda concerning the assassination of pa-
triots by the repressive agencies.

During the last year, independentista compa-
neros have been victims of political repression, yet
they have not received the support nor political
solidarity which they merit. We can mention the
compafieros, Miguel Cabrera, Nydia Ester Cue-
vas, Pablo Marcano, Edgardo Alvelo Burgos, as
well as the eight accused of belonging to **terror-
ist” .organizations by the assassin, Gonzalez
Malave. Support for these compafieros has been
limited to supporting their legal defense without
any unitary political defense being formed.

Juan Rafael Caballero, Arnaldo Dario Rosado
and Carlos Soto Arrivi were assassinated. Never-

de pie
Y en guerra

§ COMANDOS REVOLUCIONARIOS DEL PUEBLG |

theless, the anti-repressive denunciations around
their cases has been limited to slowly organized
marches. On the other hand, it is embarrassing
that nine months after the assassination of Soto
and Rosado, it is the antonomist sectors and the
liberal bourgeoisie of the San Juan Star, and not
the revolutionary organizations, who are the prin-
ciple speakers, denouncing the Cerro Maravilla
incident.

What is wrong with the independence move-
ment? We believe that the organizations which cri-
ticize the clandestine groups (sometimes correctly)
of allegedly not doing “‘mass work™ should
assume a more self-critical attitude and accept that
they have failed in anti-repressive propaganda and
in developing a unitary political defense of our

" political prisoners. It is sad to accept it, but it

seems that many times we confide more in a good
lawyer than in popular propaganda and agitation
for a truly political defense.

For these reasons, we repeat our call for the cre-
ation and consolidation of an effective instrument
which will wage a united anti-repression struggle
and will agitate, propagandize and defend, politi-
cally and legally, all those who are being pursued
and those who are political prisoners. Our re-
sponse 1o repression should bé the unity of the
revolutionary forces against the repressive forces.

FOR THE UNITY OF THE REVOLUTION-
ARY FORCES
ONLY PEOPLES WAR WILL SAVE THE

PEOPLE g e
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SOBRE

CARLOS ROMER
BARCELO

La clase gobernante en el sistema capitalista no
repara en utilizar los métodos mas censurables
para consolidar y perpetuarse en—el poder.

En el caso colonial de Puerto Rico, donde la
educacion constituye un instrumento méas de
poder de la clase gobernante, existe una irreconci-
liable divergencia entre la historia registrada v los
acontecimientos (hechos) histéricos que han
tenido su convergencia en nuestra realidad socio-
politica. No es de extranarse, entonces, que las
paginas de la historia, escritas por nuestra Lolita
Lebron, Andrés Figuerda Cordero, Rafael Cancel
Miranda, Irvin Flores, Oscar Collazo, Griselio
Torresola, Pedro Albizu Campo, Paulino Castro,
Juan Antonio Correctjer ¥ tantos otros queden ex-
cluidas de los textos escolares. Tampoco quedan
recopilados en pape! (oficial) los eventos de reso-
nancia.nacionaly, como lo es.el Grito de Lares, La
Revuelta de Jayuya, La Masacre de Ponce, La
Masacre de Rio Piedras, La persecucion de las
fuerzas Nacionalistas en la decada de los anos 50,
ni la resistencia armada gue encontraron los inva-
soras norteamericanos en su ““llegada pacifica’ a
Puerto Rico en 1898" (7).

Los vastos intereses econdmicos-militares de la
burguesia-norteamericana en la isla nos podri-
andar la clave para explicarnos el porgue el go-
bierno norteamericano ha luchado por ocultar la
evidencia de la resistencia Boricua (v sus eventu-
ales repercuciones) y el que hayan impuesto tan
excesivas sentencias a los sobrevivientes de una de
5us mas recientes incursiones en la isla: La repre-
sion de los anos 50.

En adicién al descomunal y danino control de
los medios de comunicacidn y de la funciom
idecldgica que ha jugado la educacion en nuestro
medio social, hoy, entre las demandas de justicia
que proclaman las masas organizadas para lograr
la excarcelacion incondicional de nuestros Presos
Macionalistas, se escucha la diatriba anacronica
del incumbente del palacio de titeres. La oposicion
de Romero Barceld a la liberacion de nuestros
valiosos companeros, concuerda fielmente con su
actitud antiobrera durante la huelga de la
LLT.I.E.R., con su llamado—(alarido) de guerra
contra ¢l movimiento obrero-a raiz del ajusticia—
miento del abogado patronal (agente C.1.LA.) A.
Randall—que culmino en el asesinato del lider
obreroc Rafael Caballero y la fabricacién del caso
criminal contra el dirigente .obrero Niguel Ca-
brera. Su posicién tampoco discrepa con el encar-
celamiento de nuestro Radamés Acosta Cepeda, el
espaldaraso dado a la policia por su “elogiable
labor’” en la Masacre de Cerro Maravilla y, su
veredicto de culpabilidad hecho pablico contra los

“terroristas-asesinos del Consulado Chileno,”

afirmando asi la verdadera naturaleza de la paro-
dia judicial: donde *““todos son culpables hasta
probados inocentes’. Estos son tan solo algunos
de sus abusos-que han caracterizado a su gobierno
de corte fascista.

Paralelo al deterioro de nuestras instituciones y-

a la censurables acciones de nuestro gobernante,
continuamente se reafirma la existencia de un
pueblo combativo, impulsado por la fuerza matriz
de las experiencias indelebles de siglos de opresion
y humillacion. Nuestro pueblo esclavizado ha
parido hijos que han logrado burlar la avasal-
lante—campafia de acondicionamiento brutal al
cual ha sido sometido y que se han levantado en
actitud desafiante decididos a educar y guiar a su
pueblo para construir una nueva formacion social,
libre de la explotacion del hombre por el hombre.
El imprerio norteamericano, junto a sus mas fieles
servidores en Puerto Rico, viven diariamente
acosados por la certidumbre de que no podran
contener (pese a lo viciado de nuestro sistema edu-
cativo, la desinformacion y el cinismo de un apa-

trida- gobernante) perennemen te a las crecientes

fuerzas que exigen justicia y seguridad social. Sera
ese mismo pueblo, no lo dudamos, el que demo-
strard a Carlos Romero Barcelo—al reconstruir su
verdadera historia—que mientras nuestros herma-
nos MNacionalistas sean recordados. por, sus. he-
roicas acciones de reafirmacion y defensa patria,
el lo serd tan solo por su corrupto gobierno y sus
asesinatos,

Nuestra lucha, como la historia, es irreversible v
al igual que nuestros heroes nacionales seran libe-
rados, nuestra Patria, mas—temprano que tarde,
sera libre del yugo colonial ve del sistema inhuma-
no de clases.

Desde el frente de lucha en Pleasanton, Cali-
fornia y Danbury, Connecticut y por la redencion
Patria,

MNydia Cuevas Rivera

Pablo Marcano Garcia-

A la luz de la reciente publicidad en torno a los
cuatro prisioneros de guerra Nacionalistas, el Co-
mite Nacional pro Libertad de los Prisioneros de
Guerra Puertorriquefios deseamos hacer el sigui-
ente planteamiento. Muestro interes es el de plan-
tear nuestra posicidn con respecto a esta cuestion,
y ademds ponerle coto a la desinformacion de
Prensa Asociada y Prensa Unida Internacional.

Durante estos ultimos afios, se ha generado una
serie de rumores con rélacidén a un intercambio de
prisioneros entre Cuba v los Estados Unidos. Es-
tos rumores han sido probeidos a la prensa por el
senor Jack Wainwright, quien es el abogado del
agente de Ia C.I.A. Lawrence Lunt. Lunt ha esta-
do en Cuba durante los ultimos doce afios
uno de los cuatro prisioneros que Cuba
dispuesta a excarcelar a cambio de la excarcela-
cidn de los cuatro prisioneros de guerra puertor-
riquefios, Lolita Lebrén, Oscar Collazo, Irvin
Flores Rodriguez v Rafael Cancel Miranda. Oi:ar
Collazo lleva ya mas de 28 afios preso en c
yankis, mientras que los deméas Ilevan al rcdbdnr
25 afios de encarcelamiento,

En haras de aclarar este asunto, el Comité Na-
cional pro Libertad de los Prisioneros de Guerra

‘Puertorriquefios sefalamos que los prisioneros

jamds acepteran ningin tipo de LIBERTAD
COND](:[DNAL. Como dijera Rafael Cancel Mi-
randa, *‘no aceptariamos nisiquiera la condicion
de que nos dijeran el color de los zapatos que ten-
driamos que usar.”’ Estos patriotas, los _prisio-
neros mas antiguos del hemisferio oxcidental se
niegan a aceptar la autoridad del gobierno yanki
sobre ellos y sobre su pais, Puerto Rico. Ellos han
insistido en que jamas aceptarian ningunas con-
diciones o restricciones gue restrinjan en forma
alguna su participacion en el mevimiento indepen-
dentista puertorriquefio; mas atn han sefalado
que ellos son prisioneros de guerra, y que por tan-
to tienen que ser tratados de acuerdo con las esti-
pulaciones de la convencion de Ginebra sobre los
prisioneros de guerra.

Aunque el Comite Macional pro Libertad de los
Prisioneros de Guerra Puertorriquefios, ha lleva-
do la delantera en la lucha por la excarcelacion de
los prisioneros Nacionalistas, y mas aun, de-
seamos su libertad incondicional, rechasamos
cualquier intento que se haga para imponerle re-
stricciones a su libertad. Ellos son combatientes
independentistas, quienes jamas se han desviado
del camino gue tomaron desde afios atras, en bus-
ca de la liberacion total de su patria, siguiendo el
ejemplo de Lolita [ ebron quien dijo que “‘No hay
wcmna sin dolor..
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, El Lunes, 28 de mayo del 1979, el mundo entero

| supo gue el joven combatiente de la independencia

- d¢ Puerto Rico y prisionero de guerra William

Guillermo Morales se habia escapado de la prisi-

on. Para lograrlo tuvo gue burlar una intensa

vigilancia de 24-horas v triunfar por sobre sus
limitaciones fisicas—Ilas falta de sus dos manos.

Las reververaciones politicas que comenzaron a

sentirse desde su escape, aun continuan. Hay doce

investigaciones a nivel local y estatal y federal. Se
e G T e el S

a que coopére con la policia y el EB.1L. so pena de

carcel, Sc ha montado una vigilancia abierta v en-
cubterta en todos los barrios puertorrigliefios. Se
vigilan dia ¥ noche a cientos de independentistas v
"’ﬁiﬁ%&?ﬂ*& mdependencia. S
Por igual se trata de encubrir un escandalo de
grandes proporciones—Ila inabilidad de la policia

v las agencias del gobierno en dar con la identidad -

de las Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional
[AFALM). Se trata de encubrir la gran derrota que
Morales y el pueblo puertorriquefio le han infli-
gido al orgullo y arrogancia yanqui. MORALES
ESTA LIBRE, SUS DETRACTORES Y CARCE-
LEROS SON DERROTADOS. A esia hora

todavia nadie sabe como fué que se logro el es-

cape, porque nadie dice y por que la policia no
sabe. Se cscapo con ayuda de alguien con acceso a
el? Fue acaso algun carcelero el que lo ayudo? Fué
Morales el que, sin manos, rompid o corto las bar-
ras de la carcel? Salid por la ventana o por la
puerta? Se bajé por la ventana usando bendaje, o
una escalera, o brinco? Salié por el elevador, por
escaleras, o volando como superman? La verdad
€5 gue ni nosotros ni la policia sabemos como.
Pero si salio libre, y si que no lo encuentran por
ningin lado aun con cientos de agentes envueltos
en una operacion rastrillo a nivel nacional, e inter-
nacional.

Y cual es el significado de todo esto?

Desde el primer encuentro entre americanos y
boricuas durante la invasion de Puerto Rico por
tropas americanas en ¢l 1898, el vanki siempre ha
creido al puertorriquefio como un ser ignorante y
bruto. De aqui que hagan chistes sobre nosotros,
nos maltraten, abusen de nosotros en el trajabo,
nos niegen viviendas adecuadas ¥ nos crean inca-
paces de responder a la opresion y represion.

En el 1974, una organizacion secreta puertorri-
quefia aparecio en escena. Contra este se lanzo
todos los recursos de inteligencia de los Estados
Unidos, la policia de Nueva York, sus informantes
¥ sus agentes infilirados y provocadores. Los

-
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americanos organizaron una contra-campana de
calumnias v apodos de *‘terroristas’” contra esta
nueva fureza puertorriqueiia, las FALM. Sus infi-
trados en el independentismo lanzaron una serie
de ataques contra esta organizacion valiendose de
su secretividad. Investigaron, provocaron, arres-
taron, y de ningina forma daban con las FALN.
Con cada accién armada las FALN crecian en Ja
imaginacion puertorriquefia. Todos los puertorri-
quenos ahora se daban cuenta gue no solo habia
“fallado la estratezia de 12 inteligencia
pero gue mas alla estaban cojiendo miedo a la
inteligencia puertorriquefia. Hasta el puertorri-
quefio o puertorriquefia mas desesperada asaltaba
un banco diciendo se las FALN v la cajera le entre-
+gaba todo el dinero! Nunca Jjamés, se habia res-
petado la voluntad del pueblo puertorriqueio,
como ahora!

Finalmente cantan victoria ante el supuesto
arresto de William Guillermo Morales, puertor-
riquefio, de 29 anos de edad, triguefio, y guien
perdio sus dos manos en una explosién en un
supuesio centro secreto de las FALN. Lo arrestan
¥ lo torturan por tres dias dandole en sus manos.
Lo hace un detective puertorriquefio-americano de
apellide **Valentine.” Lo trasladaron de inmedi-
ato a Ryker's Island, una carcel en Queens llena de
NCEros y puertorniquefios ¥ con ung pesima repu-
tacidn por el maltrato de presos y los frequentes
suicidios. La popularidad de su caso de inmediato
obligo a sus carceleros a portarse mejor con el. Se
inicio una lucha por trato medico a sus heridas y se
vieron obligado a ingresarlo en el hospital Belle-
vue donde le hicieron una operacitn al ojo para
sacarle un fragmento. La operacién fue pagada
pracias a las muchisimas pequefias dopaciones
recojidas en El Barrio, de donde es el Joven Mora-
les y su familia. La ereciente presién nacional e
internacional les obligo a mantenerlo ahi para
medirle manos artificiales por la cual el pueblo
puertorriquefio hubiese pagado. Aun asi, lo man-
tuvieron sin el equipo mecanico para sus manos
hasta el dia del escape. A Morales lo mantenian
presionado y vigilado todo el tiempo. Sus visitas
no podian conversar con el excepto atravez de una
ventanilla de cristal y por unos teléfonos inevita-
blemente interceptados por grabadoras. Despues
de cada visita con sus abogados o en las unicas dos
visitas permitidas a su esposa Dylcia Pagan y su
nific de dos mese, Guillermo, los. carcaleros lo
inspeccionaron hasta entre los dedos de los pies.
Ademas de la mala comida que le entregaban con
vegetales podridos, a Morales lo mantenian en un

estado de presion psicol6pica. Por esto es que su
escape ha sido tan sorprendente v tan extraordi-
nario. Por igual las muchas puertas cerradas a las
_investigaciones en las comunidades puertorri-
quefias. Ahora, desesperadamente buscan reclutar
policias puertorriqueftos para ponerlos cara a cara
contra su propio pueblo. Una ves mas buscan
dividir la familia puertorriquefia para destruir la

nueva voluntad de los puertorriquefios.
El escape de Morales le cayo al pueblo puertor-

“americana, - riquefio comoe “una nochebiiena.™ Por todos

lados; en la factoria, en los hospitales, en la calle,
en la casa, el pueblo sonreia ante la incredulidad
de la policia ¥ el gobierno. Las sonrisas se torna-
ron en carcajadas y en un silencioso ruego de gque
no lo cojieran, de que encontrara quien lo escon-
diera y le dicra de comer. William Guillermo Mo-
rales hoy pasa a ser uno de los heroes de nuestro
pueblo y un ser inteligente y admirable para el
pueblo norteamericano. El escape de Morales es el
escape de todo puertorriquefo de las garras de
aguel que lo quiere convertir en un esclavo,

Diria el companero Morales: ‘“‘Hasta la Victo-
ria, Siempre!!"* i

“No pueden retenerme
para siempre. Si tuvieran
a 1,000 de nosotres no

podrian retenernos para

siempre.”

«9ows WILLIAM GUILLERHO MORALES

L
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EL COMITE NACIOMNAL PRO LIBERTAD DE LOS
PRISIONEROS DE GUERRA PUERTORRIQUENOS

SE ORGANIZO

\
\
\
EL COMITE NACIONAL PRO LIBERTAD DE LOS PRIS- l
IONEROS DE GUERRA PUERTORRIQUEROS se organizo |
¢l 21 de noviembre de 1978, Este Comité ¢ ¢l resultado de la
consclidacion: del Comité Macional Pro Libertad de Los
Cuatro Prisioneros de Guerra Puertorriquefios v ¢l Comité de
Defensa de William Guillermo Morales.

La razdén por esta consolidacion fue el surjimiento de una
nueva situacion. La lucha por la liberacion nacional de P.R.
ahora peede reclamar la pérdida de tres luchadores mas que
han caido en las manos enemigas, el imperialismo yanqui. .
Estos tres camaradas—William Guillermo ‘Morales, Nydia
Ester Cuevas y Pablo Marcano—se wnieron a los Cuatro Na-
cionalistas—Oscar Collazo, Lolita Lebrén, Rafael Cancel Mi-
randa e [rvin Flores—como simbolos y héroes de nuestra lucha
octagenaria contra la colonizacién de nucsira patria por el
gobierno norteamericano.

La organizacién de apovo politico incondicional en los .
E.E.U.U. para estos valientes camaradas requiere una nueva l
estructura ¥ enfoque. Con'esla consolidacion esperamos cojer
la rica y fructifera experiencia que hemos adguirido con
nuestro trabajo alrededor de los Cuatro Macionalistas v ex-
tender ¥ ampliar este apoyo para-la defensa politica de fodos
los Prisioneros de Guerra Puertorfiquefos.

Nuestra Posicidn

Puerto Rico es una nacidn intervenida v ocupada por ol gobier-
no y ejéreito de los Estados Unidos de Morteamerica. Desde el
25 de julio de 1898 Puerto Rico ha servido como un ™ botin de
guerra' de los intereses econdmicos y politicos de los E.E.ULU.
La presencia de estos intereses noreteameticanos sc mantienen
¥ se aseguran a la fuerza. Desde [ invasion v durante todo el
proceso colonizante ¢l pueblo Puertorriqueno a resistido. Ha
combatido la violencia la colonizadora con la violencia revalu-
cionaria del pueblo. En esta lucha por la liberacién nacional ¥ .
Ia soberania han caido, ¥ seguirdn cayendo muchos revolucio-
narios. Fero, también el enemigo ha sufrido, v seguird sufri- .
endo tremendos golpes de los cual nunca jamds recupéra.

Mosotros, independentistas, amantes de la libertad, tenemos
el deber de apoyar incondicionalmente a toda persona perse-
Euida o encarcelada, por pertenecer, o quien el enemigo acusa
de pertenccer, a las fuerzas armadas que luchan por la inde-
pendencia de Puerto Rico y el estblecimiento de una Repiiblica
Socialista, libre de explotacidn y todo vestigio colonial,

For eso este periddico. Para organizar apoyo para nuestros
compafieros ¥y compaferas que hoy se encuentran encarcelados
por el enemigo de toda la humanidad, el imperialismo norte-
an:fu:ﬁcann, Y para romper con ¢l miedo que prevalece y no per-
mite que muchos de nosotros demostremos nuesira solidaridad
con estos héroes v ejemplos de la lucha por la independencia, la
soberania, y el socialismo.

A Oscar Collazo, Lolita Lebrdn, Rafael Cancel Miranda,
Irvin Flores Rodriguez, Mydia Ester Cuevas, Pablo Marcano
Gareia, y William Guillermo Morales, y a todos los compaiier-
03 ¥ compafieras que en el anonimato y clandestinaje contintian
la lecha, les dedicamos estas pAginas y le extendemos nuestra
solidaridad y carifio revolucionario.
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PUNTOS DE UNIDAD .
INDEPENDENCIA PARA PUERTO RICO .

LIBERTAD PARA TODOS LOS PRISIONEROS
DE GUERRA PUERTORRIQUENCS

LIBERTAD PARA TODOS LOS PRISIONEROS
POLITICOS Y DE GUERRA
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Mecesitamos fondos para publicar este periddico ¥ continuar .
nesira campafia para la libertad de todos nuesiros Prisioneros .
de Guerra. Para mds informacién vy para enviar donaciones
escriban a:

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO FREE PUERTO
RICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

BOX 83, 161 EAST HOUSTON STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10002
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La necesidad de desarollar un organismo que
pueda educar y organizar al pueblo puertor-
riqugiio en apoyo a nuestros presos politicos y de
guerra es un problema serio que confronta al
movimiento independentista. Todos los movi-

mientos de liberacién ~han podido organizar-

campafias en pro la libertad de los luchadores en-
carcelados. El independentismo puertorriquefios
tiene que hacer igual.

A continuacion publicamos un comunicado
enviado por los Comandos Revolucionarios del
Pueblo (CRP). Esta organizacion armada clandes-
tina, que funciona en Puerto Rico, en su comuni-
cado le ha hacho un reto al movimiento indepen-
dentista en torno a la defensa de los prisioneros
politicos y de guerra# Publicamos el comunicado
con la esperanza que se inicien discusiones concre-
tas hacia ¢l logro de un trabajo con principios v
consistente en apoyo a la libertad inmediata e in-
condicional de nuestros presos politicos v de
guerra.

UNAMONOS POR LA LIBERTAD DE TODOS
LOS PRESOS FOLITICOS

Durante los ultimos afios, el colonialismo en
Puerto Rico se ha sumergido en una grave crisis,
05 POliLicOs COMO ECoNOIMICos.
Ante esta crisis, los ve"&%s Sﬁctﬂref&dc capita-
lismo monopolista norteamericano buscan una
alternativa que les solucione sus problemas y les
permita continuar la inmisericorde explotacion de
nuestro pueblo trabajador. Entendemos que en el
plano econdmico, la explotacién de nuestros
recursos minerales, en especial el petroleo, se
ofrece como la alternativa imperialista. En el
plano politico, los yankis buscan una formula de
status que viabilize dicha explotacién minera.

Independientemente de que la alternativa del
imperialismo sea el ELA culminado; la indepencia
pelele, o la estadidad, sabemos que dicha alterna-
tiva debe estar basada sobre la liquidacion del
movimiento revolucionario. Es de esperarse pues,
durante los proximos afios, un recrudecimiento de
la represién anti-independentista y anti-obrera.

Ante esta tendencia del imperialismo, la actitud
de la organizaciones independentistas ha sido vaci-
lante. Por un lado, todavia no se ha podido cuajar
una unidad minima anti-imperialista en torno a
objetivos cumunes que dinamize el movimiento
revolucionario. Esta falta de unidad se ha refle-
jado en al pobrisima defensa de presos politicos v
por la escasa y deficiente propaganda en torno al
asesinato de patriotas cometidos por las agencias
represivas.

Durante el ultimo afio, compafieros indepen-
dentistas han sido victimas de la represién politi-
ca, ¥ sin embargo no han recibido el apoyo vy la
solidaridad politica que amerita su situacidn.
Podemos mencionar a los compafieros Miguel Ca-
brera, Nydia Esther Cuevas, Pablo Marcano,
Edgardo Alvelo Burgos, ademés de los ocho com-
paneros acusados de pertenecer a organizaciones
““terroristas’’ por el asesino Gonzalez Malave. A
estos compafieros se les ha limitado el apoyo a una
defensa legal, sin que la lucha por su defensa cuaje
en un contundente apoyo politico unitario.

Juan Rafael Caballero, Arnaldo Dario Rosado
y Carlos Soto Arrivi fueron asesinados, sin em-
bargo, la denuncia anti-represiva en torno a sus
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casos se ha limitado practicamente a marchas tar-
dias. Por otro lado, resulta borchornoso el que
nueve meses despues del asesinato de Soto y
Rosado, sean los sectores autonomistas y el li-
beralismo burgues del San Juan Star, y no las or-
ganizaciones revolucionarias, los principales
portavoces de la denuncia sobre el caso del Cerro
Maravilla. %

Que pasa con el independentismo? Entendemos
que las organizaciones que critican a los grupos
clandestinos (algunas veces correctamente) de ale-"
gadamente no realizar un *‘trabajo de masas’,
deben asumir una actitud mas autocritica y acep-
tar que se ha fallado en la propaganda anti-repre-
siva y en la defensa politica y unitaria de nuestros
presos politicos. Es doloroso aceptarlo, pero
parece que muchas veces se confia mas ¢n un buen
abogado que en la propaganda y agitacion popu-
lar para una verdadera defensa politica.

Por estas razones, reiteramos nuestro llamado a
la creacion y consolidacion de un efectivo instru-
mento unitario de lucha anti-represiva que lleve a
cabo las tareas de agitacion, propaganda v defensa
politica y legal de todos los perseguidos y presos
politicos. Nuestra respuesta a la respresion debe

ser la unidad de las fuerzas revolucionarias coritra
la misma. e o it
‘'POR LA UNIDAD DE LAS FUERZAS
REVOLUCIONARIAS x
SOLO LA GUERRA DEL PUEBLCO SAL-
VARA AL PUEBLO
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