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REPRESSION, THE TRILATERAL ~r«rSSION AND A 
TENTATIVE' ProGRAM 'FOR CCf.1BATING BOTH. 

In order to fully grasp ·.the tl;ue ~ng of the gI'CMillg repression 

in the United Stx:':es,p~cularly as maI1ifested ;in the activities .. of 

the F .B.1. and Grand Juries, and in the increasing police repression 
. '. 

against our third world cx:mnuni ties, it is important to understand its·· 

direct relationship ·to the global situation of ITOooPoly capital. Since 

the end of the , Secon~ World War, the inperialist hegenonyover .rrost of 
...... .. 

m:mkin~ has been on the Stecline. China, . Korea, Cuba, Viet~Nam, Camxx:iiai ; (.; 
. ' ,' .- • r . . :-

Guinea-Bissau, MoZaItJl?~~1 and Angola are just a f6fl ~les. lftlare · 

of this· J;eality. the inperialists lw,ye ~ing trenches. The best in- .,: -,;"::;: 
:.' ". 

dication of the course to be . pursuect in setting up. these trenches is 
. , 

to be found in' the conclusion of the Trilateral CcmY!ission. 

'!be Tr.i-~ate~~ Ccmnission was con~ed on orders fran David Rc:cke- : 

feller. in ... l973. It is one of the. two projects :.wh;icp the CotlIlCil of.' Foreigri 

Relations(C.F~R.)- a gathering p~ace for this country's elite, p:uti- : . . ! .: 

cularly, '~he small ·ruling p~ass aI)d .its cohorts, to actually blueprint and 

slmpe U.S~ . foreign policy ay='1Sktlfey have engaged in sinCG the ·.end Of· . . 

W:lrld War I- drew up in li~~ of ·i;:he inevita}Jlevicto:ty of the :lndoc:binese . 

people. .of Viet-Nam and Campuchea. Even though t.h? ~jQf ~'1~ion 

describe themselves as . a group of"~ pr,ivate oi ti,zens . 9f WE?stem Eurcpe, . . 

~upan, and Nortl) Arrerica" who have as their parart'Ount goal .~ p:rarotionof 

clos8+ CCX)peration .am.::ng thase r~gions I the real noti ve for the ~~sion: . 
. ~ 

and of::the1 l980 Project (the other CFR project) "is to develq> new ideas 'and .: 
, ;~ . . - . 

instithtiC'hs'~Which carl channel and control change in. the .international systan .. u 

" " 

Thus, the authors of the 1980 Project state it "must therefore .a;ne to "grip ··f' 

/. 



strategies for m:xli.£Y.inf:rr' ·the behavior of all relevant factor in the 
/ 

international oommuni ty--indi viduals, governmants, ~gencies wi thin 

goverI'l!reI1ts , elite groups, industrial firmS, interests groups, mass 

societies, and other, groups and organizations at the subnational and 

transnational ,level. " 

Both _projects are aiired at maintaining the decisi va pIe Qf the U.s. ' 

on the int~rnati.onal situation of the so-called "free worid". Hcwever, 

there are scme notiCc"1b~ differences in tm:ms of responsibilities. The 

An'erican efforts will center on the over-ell 1 manageroont of global affairs 

and not in ,l.'egional entel:prises . 'Ibis latter duty is assigned by the 

Ccmnission _ ~ the sub-jJtperi,c:l], j~9n ~er~ of..: , the _ Third Worlel: Brazil, .. 

Iran, Mexico, 'Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, et al. In actuality, the "free 
. . ! I 

world" is divided into three parts: .. , the wealthy capita~s~ n:=ttions of 

Western Europe, Japan, North Arrerica; the richer natiOIl$ of the 'Urird 

World- Brazil, Iran, etal'; and the pcor nations of the Third World which 

will be induced t?!. fall in line by the sheer weight of industria1i~ 

"democracie,s" • This. division of the "free ~rld" insures that it will . . . . 

no longer be necessary for the U.S. to play the role of: '- the ~'polioeman" 
I { ,.: • I ' I ... .. 

of the "free world." For :~xample , if CXJPper-rich Katanga wants tc sec;::ede 

frem Zaire, Morocco will~end its treeps in. If there is a need to safe­

guard U.S. nuclear ~~ines in the Far East, the burden would fall o~ 

Indonesi~. todispatcb· its , aDl'ec1. forces into the fontEr Portuguese colony . " , : . ..~ \ . . 

of East: .. ~r, .:t;'ather than u.S. trrops. 'Ibe 'Ill9Ssacrin9 of nore than 60,000 

people in one:: year will, thus, not raise any passions in the U.S., or drain 

off Arrerican. resources .:!S in Vietnam. Or, if the people of anan decic1e to 

free thanse.).ves and, therefore , threaten U.s. domination of the Persian 



Gulf I then it \>.Duld be up to Iran to crush the Omanis. 

How qoe~ this new irrperi.alist.· international c1es~gns relate to the 

ever increasing crescendo of dcmestic repression in the U.S.? It is' .... , . 
. . ' __ '; :; ~, r' 

ilrportant to realize that these plans are primarily concerned with the 
:--:--.~ .;~{ ~. . . :~ . . : ~ i~ 

questiori of "governability", or as they refer to as the problem of the . 

,,~s of derrccf~cy". The contention of the mastermind behind these plans 

is that f-the solution to this problem is a "greater ~ee of rncc1eration 

in Clenocracy" • 
. , ' 

The question of governability and its solution are ~st analyzed in 

one of the Trilateral ccrmU.ssion I s ItDst i.rrq;x.:>rtant reports, The Crisis of 

DemJcracyo Authored by tlu;ce il1Clivic1uals each from one of the regions 

(U.S., Western Europe, Japan) ,...-this particular report focuses on the 

"problems of. democracyo 
, -

Samuel Huntington, the P-.meri9an author, s~tains that while all three 
. J' 

areas oonfront sililm:: , "problems" of demccracy, none so acute~y as the 

U.S. For him, during the sixties, the UoS. saw an excessive shift to 
. . : 

society and against goverrurent. SUC~l an (jccurance posed a major problem 

since there was IT'.D .. li ttle au-:hori ty and Huntington I s thesis contends that 

true governability cm exist only \-:here there is a balance between" pcwer 
~: -: \ ' " , .. 

and liberty, authority and c1em:;:cracy f govennent and society". 

Huntington outlines the three mCljor threats to governabilty in tl)e 
• . '( i._;.: '; I •• :., • • 

U.S.-the mecl.iq., the intcllectUc'1ls, ~'2nd c b'le previously pRssive or unor-
• : • • . • . ~ • • ~ '. .J 

ganizecl groups in tpo pcpulati0n", t.llese include the Blacks, Chicanos, . 

Puerto Ricans , and Native l'.,rnericE'ns. The solution to this problem of 

governabili ty is to restore order Clnd the prestige ane! authority of central 
. ;~ 

gov~t. In order tn acheive this, hcwever, it is necessaq to maintain 
- 1 • • "" . -- - ' : -

"a Il"easure; of apathy and non-involvcrnent of certain individuals and 

groups". Thus the perservaticn of an orC1.erly -gove:rmental process is 

'3. 



oontingent UfOn the ability of forcing the "newly nnbilized strata 

(Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Ricans) to return to a neasure of passivity 

and defeatism." Hew is this to be aco::nplishee? 

"The answer has ,plrec.dy b!~ advanced. by the SaIlE nen who new c:cmpose 
• l- .'; ' ,l .'}~ .. r . 

the Carter Administration!: This brings us to the seoonc1 point that oonnects 

the p~ent U.s. foreign ~fi:dY and the d:rcestic repression. An exceedingly 

large nurrber of the ''private citizens" who constitute1 the Trilateral: 

Ccrrmi.ssion have, in fact, made :their ways to the inner circles of present ' 

Administration. The list inclu.1es such ~u1 figures as Zbigniew 

Brzezinski (National seCurity Advisor), Walter r-bndale (Vice-Presl.OOnt), 

Harold Brcwn (Secretal:y of Defense), Michael Blurrenthal (Secreta:ry of the 

Treasury), and Cyrus Vance ' (Secret~ 'or-stafu) • This is the ' same Cyrus 

Vance who becarre Presiderit Johnson's trouble-shcotSr in the Canal 20ne 

(1964), and in :'the invaSion of the Dominican ~ublic (1965), ' and'itci the 

Detroit Riot (1967). l'Nhiie in Detroit, as an expert on civil disorders 

and riots, he 'worked closely with 'Warren Cristq:>her (presently second in 

ccmnanc1 l.n the State Oepal:trrent), on 'an aI'IT\Y plan to put thousands of 
\ ; 

American civilians mde't surveillance to "prevent urban rioting." 

It 'is alSO" 'interesting tr> note that it was the sane Zbigniew Brzezinski 

who in an article ' that appeared in the New Republic in 1968, criticized 

th: authorities I for ti1eir vacillating positions in the face of grcwing do­

l1'estic unrest. He wrote: '"force must' be designed not only to eliminate the 

surface revi::)lutionary challerige', but : to make certain that revolutionary 

forces CaMot iater rally mJ.er ' the sarre leadership ". He further stated 

in the sarna article on revolution, " "if the leadership cannot be ph1siciilly 

liqui&too, it can at "least ~ exrelled , ~J:_r;m the co~try. II It is not ' C0-

incidental that the F.B.I. has been expJusing a sWlar .po':ll.cy particUlarly 



as far us Blacks f Puerto Ricans , und Chicanos are concerned. 

Each clay the true ITDti ves c<r-'the Trilateral C0rrmissicn .::md the 19 80 ~ ~ 

Project reveal thGITISelves as far away as Tinnr and Oman, anc1as near as ' 

the Chicago 's Plcm 21 (n plan tc trcn~fonn Chicago into Q i'midcTl~-class" 

city f c:"esignec1 byfue sarre clements 0f the ruling class ' who created the 

Trilateral corrriri.ssion) , the New , York's BIG MAC (the r ec"ll government Gf 

New Yo'ik-ccntrnlled by finmce capital, parti~ulGrl~ David ReCRefelter's 
.... .. : 

Chase Nanhattc.:n Bcmk), and the Southwest's Four State Ccmnissir:n. It 

should not be 'surPrising that as the u.S. c:rwnplays its direct milit.my 

role abr6~df it increases its repression nt heme. (! 

It is not accic:entru., therefore, that the 1970 I S has seen the evo-

lutioh of ' a highly sophisticated policy 0f internment oirned pa±tib61arly 

at the ile~c1ershiI' 0f thoso '"ungovornable'' ' scgrronts of ' this scciety. TIle 

utilization of this rnlicy emenates frcrn the realization hf the historical 

ef foeti veness of oonccntration caIJPs, The U, S. judicial and prison systems 

are the Irost easily accessible iristrum:mts for this represSion /: 'since 

u.S. jails have, tr2.ditionally had an ovor repres~tation of" Thircf vJorld 

pecple.::-i. e . ' rrore than half of tcc1ay's quarter million inmates are BlaCks,' 

Chicano/MDxicanos , Puerto Ricans M e: Native Americans. Thus, as a result 

of the intensified repression exercised upcn the struggles nf Third World 

peeples ~ their leaders and activists have been ca;.~tUrec1 ane: irnprisori.ecL 

Jails have beccmc rrore and Itr.·re interrJInCnt camps primarily uSed t o des -

troy, contain, and suppress the liberation struggles of Blacks, Chicano! ; 

f.1exicanes, "Puerto Ricans, and Native l\m:;ricans. 
':,' :/1 : 

[\. manifestation par excellence of this new course is the ever in-
·1, 

creasing'lifuPr1.sonrncnt of Blacks,; Puerto Ricans , Chicanos and Indians with:'" 

§ 



in the last f(M years ~~<a ~ult of ·. tt1eir principled pJsitiori "of 'ron-
: 'I. . .-

~ll.ai.OOration ~th tbe·,F:BI.: ~or 'Grab:1 Juries; During the past ·two · 

years, tho Chicarx:f' and ·Puerto Rican novarents have l::leetlon . the tcp .ti1Ji:. 

of prioritieS' in ~: . of . thi~.' in~a&ation p~SS. '!be reasons are · .' 

cbviouS, both novell'EmtS have 'na~onal and international .inp1icat,i.ons, thus; :· 
.' 

putting in"' jeJPBrc1y, s?oo 6£· the designs 'cf the .trilata'al· CcmniSsion ,..;00 ' :.: 

-
partiCularly these crna;rne:lwith~ the ~tioh-Jof- goverriability~ " , It ' is he 

wonder, then, that those. iriPrisoned and/or·· ' subpcenaed haVe ' deep. tt.dtS: in . .. , 

their· cartn'llIli:ties · because of · their long cOO oontifiuous :' ecnmitIront ttY . ;' 

social change; they have been involved l.with a ,wide ranje .Of i s~gles,. fr6m : 

organizing grassroots· movements for a treaningfulbi-lingUal .educati:On, ·to 

findirig aoara!S of financing rmPle' s ' 'prcgrams, to actually ' creatinGJ alter-, ~ 

native ' insti ttitions, such as La Clinica Del Pueblo, . the Rafael ·caneei < .. : " 

Miranda High Seheal, and the Eorirxiucna . campus arrl · Eseuel.a : T1atelb<;x)~ " ,; .~ : . :. :; 

.'. OOt, perhaps a problem of greater magriitude is' tli<i ever : ~~. ; 

police repression across the ' romtry from Oakland~ ·Californi~fto 'Ho.rtfonl, i. 

Connecticut, fran EI PaSo, TexaS to ' Chicago~ Illinois, smoo it c:::on$titutes': 

an a ';maSsive scale, the execution of the Tiilaterai ' c.ctcrri:Lssiori's plan' .i : . .. 

wi t:l'lin the u. S. : : . . •..• : ' :J .i. .. ' : 

; The question of : p:)licc repression and terrorism,' :hc:Mever; . is riOt . jj ','. 

to be undcrstccd as isolated acts of 'pdlice abuSe !:y afcW' rotten ;appleS, 

but as a military attack prnn ·whole groups· of people. 'Ibis attack is:'oo- : L' ! . 

vanced on two levels: : 1) on en indirect level, an all out carrpaign is . 

carried forth to engender the resiCk?rlts of ' nlack, . I.a.tinb . c?.nd • Native ArOOr-

ican a:mrmrities with a fear of gangs and other ~ICl?iminal elanents" 0 '!he 

solution toWs neighborhcod I~terror" is to increase r-olice vigilance ' 

and police "protection" 0 A prcgrarn of neighbrohcod J:eat representc'1tives 



is, thus, iill1auguratec1o The rnenifest purpose f o:Jf these beat represcmta-

tives, is to keep their eyes ·.on "crpninal" activities, but their latent 

and. real function is to serve as a spy neu..nrk so as t o oontain and even 

disrupt whole lXmm.m.ities ()f society's "ungovemabletlsectors . Host of 

the beat representatives are usually tied t o the big city p01itica.l itach­

ines~ 2) on a rrore direct level r a ~'lave of police repression which has 

reached phenarenal hcights is unleashed Cl.C]ainst third v..crlc.1 ccrrrnunities. 

In the-past thre-e years hundreds of Blacks, L1.tino and Native American 

youths have reen murc'l.ered in mld :)1000 by fascist and racist oops across 

the countIy 0 

It is of great inp:)rtc"'.r.ce that at this juncture, v.7e develop a pro­

gram ~d at ec1ucCltinS and or,]L'nizirr] Third World a:::mmunities Ground 

these \"nolesale mili tUl.'"Y t2.ctics so as t o clisrupt; fran the entrails of 

the rronster p the rulinq class i plans. Tn the ;?rccess we will he under-

taking a giant task for all rre.nking; f or united we have the potential 

to c.isinte]re.te, frem "vi thin , the federal system, 2.S Juc:m Antonio 

Corretjer, Secretary General of the Puerto Rican Sccialist LeclCJUG has 

stated: "we have the ctiility to W8?ken it t o the F,int of irrpotencec The 

elICaIlple c f the intemCll c-Dlonic.l sub jects rn c: .')f the natirnal minor-

i ties will end up by av""J<.cmi.n<] ell 0f the wcrkers of the Uni tej States. 

Dy then, the sccif'.list revolution will ~)8 <1 reauity '-milt ur-on the 

ruins of the iIrlJeri<1list state 0 " 

lI. najor step ~ds mncretc unity p nt least between Puerto Ricans 

and Chicano/Mexicanos, was "'lchieved in the successful canpailJIl against 

grand jury /FBI repression ~,urin.J the Fust two years. This canpaiC]Il was 

waged with the hishest p:Jli tical CX)flTnCn Jen..'Jmi.nC1t~rs ( yet it reeche:::' 

de...'1? into the barrios CUld rrac:c si ,:;nificcnt hea::'\vays in the church and 



l.LJeral ccmnuni ties 0 t, similcr [Dlicy shculc1 ::B pursued in r80arc1s to 

any p~(x;;ram around the iss~ cf r.olice. repressiC'n~. 

'1llus both lon<] range ane short rcmge prograrratic. ID~nts : Cl!ounc1 

the issue of pc:lice repression shaulc reflect the highest l~litical level 
~ ; . - . .' ,- . 

of our peoples. A short unL1 Inng range prcgram shoulc~ inql,ude. the fol -- . ..... \" . ' 

lc:winc;: 1 1) an i c1entificaticn ~)f th~ magnitude of the prd)lan 0.f police 

ropressiOIH . 2) en ic1.entificati9n on c? naticn-wi::e basis, of bone. fide 
l ',: -, .• -

o::mnunity . gTOupS involved in l ocal struJgles to ccrrbat police . repression 
'. . - .. 

and terrdnSffi; 3) the coalescing of an interim bcc~y of reP:t:e.sentativiiJ,$ 

frcm these gTOupS that will cliscuss the tactics C'I.nc1.. strategios to be pre- : 

sented to a nationc~..c:::onfex::ena: on r;x::lice rcpression--:-these tactics, and 

atrategi~s . must J-;e 0FSec~ on the alxJve stated premisE:! that rnlice repression 

is part of c?J1 all qut, att2.ck upon our a::mnuni ties and part of a ~Jeneral 
J • , " - . 

plan by the ruling class of this , oountry to (xmtain nnc~ clisrupt Third 

W:)rld cc:mrn.mities; 4) thE:! oonvocation of the national oonferena: that 

will clewlop a working plan which ,,,,ill inclucb tactics that run . the whole 

gamut from the c1em:mding lJf rongressional hE:!C'.rings arounc. the issue of. 

police r epression (this will bring our o::mnuni ti~ to work in concert 

wi th civil lilJerterian and church fJl':o:lps), to the develq::mmt of planp 

for a:mrunity self .. ~ense ag~t p;:>;i.ice attacks to the substitution o~ 

grand juries by Pecple' s Tr.;iliun.als 0 

'Ibis is a m;:ro outline of the task J~fore us. If we IIDVe,. swiftly 

and rapic:'l y we, .. the nppressec1 peoples, Ccln c"Bfini tel y ('1isrupt carter's 
. I ' . . 

Trilatera l Oommission's plans. .I 

.' 

If it is unclerStox1 thc?t the n:p'J'es~~on ¢e ruling Cl3SS is unleashing 

against oppressEX1. p€cple is a well-fl!Ilgineered plan, then it is eusier to 
. j 



identify the C!leIT¥ and to personify h.un. Conmuni ty strt.'y<;les an(~ the 

rrovernents of oWresse(~ pecple are the lea6ing f orces f or revolution in 

the United States because they crrc at the center of the principle con-

tracliction of this society, at this point and tiI1i2. Third World comnunity 

struggles, ~::.cday, (whether f or j cbs f or all, quality education, decent 

health care, or agcinst p:;lice repression) represent a clear ane. present 

danger to the rulins cl2Ss in this country; ne t because of their reformist 

character, hut because of their revolutionary potential. It is not sur -

prising, therefore, that the Carter ~Lnunistration is pouring l)illions 

ef c10llars into the cities, particularly, into the develq:ment of ccmnuni ty-

based Saul Alinsky tyr)e organizations. This [Dlicy, similar to that pur-

sued during the earlier part of this century t o ccopt the workers' ITDVe­

ITDnt, is (icsignec1 with the ultimate objective of controllinj the "ungovern-

able" sectors of this society so as to insure IIcloID3Stic tranquility" f or 

the survival of rronopol y . capitalism. 

In sUI11Iua:ry it Ccl!l be said that when the Trilateral Corrrnission adC:resses 

itself to the problem of 90vernabili ty, it does not exp...~t the ruling 

class to l:x; the ene te· cxercise"rrore self-restrainttl. It does intend that 

the "newly nnbilized strataH of society exercise a greater degree of 

"ncderation in ('..errocracy". This is t o be achieved Cl.t any cost. So at 

present a subtle ccercive politik of internm:mt, on the one hand is being 

pursued against the lead.crship of cppresseCl pccples, ane , on the other 

halld, open warfare is being, wagee agains t opprE:ssed ccnmuni ties by l ocal cops . 
I 

In the whole prccess it has to he clearly unc1erstcDc1 that u.S. jails are 

beccming lIrrerika' s conccn tration carrps. Dut, in Clll this we whoulL~ remari'::er, 

what Che Guevara said: "we are fighting the rrost irrpJrtant fight of Rll, l:e-

cause we live in the heart of the becst". 



ON THE Nl'TI-IHPERIALIST VANGUARD IN THE U. S. AND 

ARMED STRUGGLE BY PUERTO RICANS IN THE U.S. 

Some sectors of the left allege tha't th:LS is not thW':rright mdment for armed 

groups \"ithin the U.S. since the Leniri'isit 'c'enter to direct the masses does not 

exist. 

i . : _j 
This position is correct when viewed from the perspective ' of the struggle 

. J 
'J'" . 

for Socialism in the U. S. and the anti-colonialist factoF.'is remov'ecl - ··in our 
-, :J " . , 

case the struggle for the liberation-of our homeland: ~ Puerto Rico. 

From the perspective of this' p~!~udo ; Puerto Rican left it is necesary to 
. . I . : : 'J ' f .,~ ; f.: ' . " . 

abandon the option of rearguard struggle - in other words the extension of 

. ." . :.' : :" :J ".i .: ': ,: . ~ . . , ~ , 
the Puerto Rican revolution to the u.s. to d~stroy the political-military 

. t I" ',:' .:r ~ :':I .!. . ", 

superstructure ,,}hich the enemy is trying to impose on us. This would be like 

;; : ' . : .. .. ." .'. "r i ':: ' j,'.;. ' 'I ei' 
fighting "lith one hand tied behind the back 1.n a fight between the Puerto '; Rican 

' .. ".. . 
midget and the giant enemy. 

.: ~j . 
" . 

:: Jri ,' " :_j./ . .•. - j : -J ,_or . 

A grave contradiction exists between thispos:tt1bn and ours. 

He maintain that they apply the Harxist-Leninist Hao Tse TUlfg· principle in 

! . . ;:: 1 " '. : '" . . -: . ,') ,- i , ., ' . - . . ,'. 

a mechanical way. Their position represents a distortion of the reality of the 

'" '; :! . . - ' : .- .- . " "'I: : ' : ( ". : . . 

national liberation struggles; it places the poli'tiC-a::t" development of the colo-

nial pO"Ter before that of 'the; ! i'~ciependeh~~f ' of PuerdtRi~b-. It ' h l' a falsification 

',: ri . .~. , 
of the role of the people of a colonial country and negates die part played by 

the ~~'t~~colonial s t;'~~~ie in raisi~-g c'onscioiisness \"i thin the ' 6~~~~~'~o; ~ation. 

The armed struggle for the liberation of Puerto Rico carmot be 'limited to the 

geographic confines of Puerto Rico. \Ie agree ' tot~ily Witll ' the perspective put 

forward by Juan Antonio Corretjer in his article, "Problems of People's' War in 
" " • , I ~ . 

Puerto Rico'.' when he states, ri lt is an 'effective deathblow for stateho'od." 
-.-:! : I ' 

!" II. 



This rearguard in the U.S. provides us '>lith a pOv]erful weapon - even more so 

if it develops in conjunction with the anti-imperialist sectors in the U.S. This 

anti-imperialist rearguard ,·,ill unite presently isolated struggles, '''ill aid in 
. . , . _ I! . 

the development of .the revolutionary c~n-tet" an~ 'vil'l bring about a profound awaken-

ing of the North American people about the real nature of their government. 

Does anyone think .that the proletarian vanguard develops in a climate of co~x-

i~tence '"ith the enemy? Coexistence is a privilege of sovereign countries, simi-
,; ':;;:'; . ," " ,: . .1 • 

lar to elections ,,,here members of the ruling class dispute over government posts 

while in full agreement over which system shall prevail. 
:=."; ,:.:. ,. :.; .~ .,' ' I . i t' • : . • . ~ , • '.~ ' • • r-

.' . Armed struggle in the U.S., even ,,,hen it assumes terrorist forms, serves its 
" . .: "-', 

purposes. : Reaction is always in favor of a solution to the conflict . 
. . :.L; ;:: . i : 

It is · impossible, as occurred in the case of Vietnam and Korea, that the 
. ' ,. ' , -

North American people will support a speedy extermination of the "enemy'.' But if 
• ' . ~ " • • • r • 

it isa 'protracted struggle, this same people will insist on independence for 
. ! '-", i; . ; . 

Puerto Rico. Not because it is terrorist, but because it is a struggle for nation-
;'.i ' ; . . .. 

al liberation, in which terrorism is balanced by the primacy of the political-

economic struggle. 
',· ' 1 

Our criticism of the pseudo-independentist sectors, nevertheless, goes beyond 
. '! .- '. .) ", 

an argument for rearguard struggle. We hold that there exists no contradiction 
. ; :'. . i; ' ~_ .... t: 

whatsoever between the struggle for the national liberation of Puerto Rico by 
:. :" fJ ' . 'J j 1 :. . .; . 

. by the rearguard in the U.S. and the necessity for the development pf a vanguard 
'r! i 

! ," ;: 'y,. r. 

- a revolutionary center - in the U.S. ,.,ith its o,vn historic roots among the 
'.' :) ,' '. ' 1 ~ .,\ . ~ . . . r : ' 

North American people. 
' t t; . .. . . :; .:i.'·· 

The fact that such a center does not exist means that Puerto Rican forces 
: .. <~ : .. ;:; :.;F;,l ' j' ::J.:" .. .i 

are able, with their o"m political lines, to set the agenda for organization . 
;; :.. [1 J :: f ;.; L- -. ;(; . :. - : : . :': . 

The Puerto Ricans are not the only ones; the Black people, the Chicano/Mejicano 
" i 

.. i . ~. 
people, and the Native people (Indians) are in the same position. This fragmen-

' , '; j . 

ted situation is a clear indication of the need for a vanguard. The existence 
.:. 'J ; 

of a revolutionary anti-imperialist vanguard "lOuld provide the national libcra-
':'.} 
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tion struggle of Puerto Rico much more clear and massive support than it present­

ly receives. Our seperate rearguard struggle would not be necesary and the U.S. 

government would be far more ready to consider the possibility of independence. 

Our work in the rearguard is directed precisely toward the creation of the 

revolutionary anti-imperialist vanguard. But the creation of such a vanguard does 

not presuppose the subordination of the armed struggle. On the contrary, this 

struggle elevates anti-imperialism to a question of the first magnitude among 

North Americans, encourages the struggles of oppressed peoples and places the 

question of the vanguard before all serious people on the left. 

Finally, the pseudo-independentist groups in the U.S. lack historic roots in 

the anti-imperialist national liberation struggle of Puerto Rico. This is demon­

strated by their inability to perceive the anti-imperialist struggle of an opp­

ressed people for its national liberation and the struggle of the working class 

of the colonizing country. They end up by subordinating the anti-colonial strug­

gle of Puerto Rico to the efforts to build a working class vanguard in the U.S . 

Either Yankis or Puerto Ricans! 

For us the response is clear; as the struggle heightens in Puerto Rico, we 

must speed up the work of organizing the rearguard, in response to specific events 

that occur there, and in relation to the realities here and in Puerto Rico. 

To the extent that the North American vanguard develops, and to the extent 

that the struggle of the North Ameri.can people fulfills its anti-colonial duty 

toward Puerto Rico, to that extent will the rearguard struggle be coordinated 

with the North American ~anguard. 

We accept the responsibility of helping to create that vanguard in the U.S. 

but we will never sacrifice the struggle for national liberation. 

/3. 



THE PUERTO RIC.AN I"IOVEI.1El"!T H: THE U. S .: ,'\l\T A:1PRAISAL 

, ..... ! .'"" 

In this ~resentation on the tasks and ">Jersnectives for the 

Puerto Rican indeDenden~e struggle in the U.S., we want to discuss 

the question of Grand Jury repression against the background of the 

current tendencies in the Puerto Rican national liberation struggle, 
. _. 

then evaluate the tendencies and conclude with the tasks which 

are ahead of us as Puerto Ricans, members of other opDressed 

)Jeople, and l"!orth-Ar,:ericans involved in serious revolutionary 

solidarity. 

Backg:ro_~nll : 

There are, today, ~wo tendencies in the Puerto Rican national 

liberation struggle which are both the result of new develonments 
.~ . ) . • I : 

and ech09s of old tendencies. 

There is on the enG ha.nd the right tendency of parliamentarism, 

and a left tenc~encey of l"Tational Liberation through armed struggle. 
, . 
: . : 

, ' 

The two tendencies have become well defined enough for us . to be 
.... i : 

I ~ . 
• -, ":: , ' f - . ;.: . 

ab2.e to say wi t :l ce:c"Cai n-cy which forces have aligned themselvef?, 
'. .. . ' .. 

In ' turn, the tendencies obey both the internal dynamics 
, .' 

.' 

of the Puerto TIican class reality and the maneuvers by 1:1ashington 
: ::~ ~ ,. .. , i , ~ I 

to confine the struggle and imprison it within channels the U.S. 

government can manage. 

Both "ParliamentaI.'ism (.nd 8.IT,1 9d struggle go back to the very 
,' ,, ' : : " I. 

beginning of the Puerto Rico.l1 n3.tion in 1868 , when autonomists 
!, . ~.: 

sought cha:i1ges by wor}c::"i1g v'l:l th liberal sec tors of the ~panish 

government, and Ii berati (mis t :::; s t a.ged the Gri to de Lares. 

It was th9 G::..~i to de L'::-,res v\h~ch forced Spain to end slavery 

and J2.~.Q}!?,:g5: in th ~~ir classical fJrms, and it was the Gri to de 

Lare's 'which t;8.-VC t;t'.,f';:;:..::as::n.~Li:>m rthe sword with which to convince 

I ). 



Spain· ,that Puerto Ricans would accept nothing short of independence. 

' :, ,Eighty-two years later, in 1950, it was the Gri to de Jayuya 

which forced the U.S. government to recognize a minimal form of 

internal autonomy,. and again, the Autonomists were able to nego-

tiate because of the sword handed to them by the Nationalist 

revol t .• 

Today, pressed by a variety of armed actions both in Fuerto . ., , ~ ~ 

Rico and the U.S., the U. S . government seeks to negotiate other 

changes in the forms of domination and control of Puerto Rico. 

Autonomis.m·, a sort of "third force, or tendency" between 

independence and statehood, has historically been the ~olitics 

of the weak national bourgeoisie and the weaker petty bourgeoi's ' 

leaders cof the independence movement. Together they have 

marc.hed time and a,gain over the span of 110 years since the found ­

ing of the Puer~o Gican nation in the battlefields of Lares and 

San Sebas~ian, to . the detriment of independence--because the result 

of cthis unholy marriage has always been selling-out of our st~uggle 

and, the demorali~ation of our for.ces. 
, , ' 

. 'To<ia~, autonomists and independence parliamentarists are 

seeking to divert the militant working class struggle once more 

a~~mg th.~ : channels of elections, and once again they raise the 
( - ~ . . 

superficial . spectre of statehoo,d to frighten us into an alliance 

whope histo:ry has se~l1. the strengthening of colonialism and the 
. . . . ' 

weakening .Qf independence. . . :. " - .' 
/ 

""1~~,~m more dangerous is the mass repression which accompanies 

th~s "historica:i,., compromipe" b.etw:een autonomists and independence 
, .... ~ 

forqes. Following 'each of these periodic agreements on the right, 

the U.S. government has seen its hands freed for an all 'out 



attack on the forces of revolution. These attacks entail massa-

cres and arrests, 1Nhich serve to drive the left forces to desner-

ate resistance and which U.S. government propaganda, depicts as 

violent attacks by fringe elements--alienated from the responsi-

ble sectors of the independence movement, and with little surypbrt 

from the masses. 

The government attacks in turn are accom?Jal~ied by the usual 

rhetoric of adventurism and militarism, mouthed by the right 

opportunists to cover their retreat and betrayal of the inde~en-

dence struggle, 

One only needs to look at the familiar expe riences of Uruguay 

and ~ rgentina, to get a more concrete nicture of what we are 

talking about--and if we want to appreciate how far these so-

called Iiarxists are willing to go, ~e may look at Italy and France 

as v,ell. 

In Uruguay, it was the option of the United 21ectoral Front 

which presented to the masses by the so-called'progressive left, 

first , led to the isolation of the TuiJamaro movement, and later to . , 

the destruction of the Front itself, once the government's strategy 

of dividing and conquering had manage~ to confuse the masses by 

alienating the parliamentary bloc from the armed struggle. 

In Argentina today, r.: n.ny of the reverses of the L'l ontoneros 

and the E.n.p. can be laid at the footstep of the narliamentarist 

support for the Eva Peron government and their docility before 

the Vide18, dic tatorshi p, denying the revolution an imrortant 

sector of mass sunport. 

1/-



The ,use of Grand Juries has seen the polarization Of forces 

into right and left tendencies vii thin the Puerto Rican indenen-
" 'dens:e movement and i t$ allies in the U. S. 

As this polarizai;fon has developed, such instruments of strug-- " '.' " ' 

gle of the past as the Puerto Rican 'Socialist Party (p~p ) and the 

,.,Puerto Rico Solidari ty90mmi ttee have been s plit. In fact t no 

, Puerto Rican il1.d~pendence group in the U.S . has escaped the 

polarization. '" I think both tendencies have an obligation to 

examine closelY, the role that agents of colonialism have played in 

accentuating and accelerating these splits . 

r ' 
THE SIGNIFICANCE ,OF THIS POLARI 7.ATIO~T IN THE U. S. 
. . ---,-~ ..... ~~_. ,.,... .... .... ~, .... ·,- ~1 . 

The polarization within the independence struggle has over­

flovJed to the U. S. v'There once combative sections , today under the 

influence of opportunism, and even r eaction, are moving to t rans -

late support for Puerto Rican independence into , a W~shington Lobby , 

where great amounts of 'energies will be expended in trying to 

convince Congress, and the liberal sectors gathered around publ i c 

and private interest groups that they should support , independence 

for Puerto 0)' hlCO. This drive will result in keeping the ~merican 

people out of the strugg~8, relieving the international community 

of'- i ts anti-colonialist obligations I and threatens to bring the 

Puerto Rican questions into two dangerous chann~ls--that of self­

determination ("vhic11 really means either independence or state­

hood), and that of placing Puerto Rico as an internal nroblern of 

the U.S. (so~ething which the U.S. needs to do very badly to escaDe 

international atteri"tion on 'its colonialist role within the inter­

national community). 



~,'hy do supposedly progressive Puerto Rican forces whose task is 

national liberation for Pue,r,toRico, turn t9 parliament;;:; and 

lobbying groups??? 

Certainly, we nave , seen how these .. supposedly promising , ~hannels 

of contact vJith the U.S~ government are only a reflection of the 
! . 

quali ty bf ''-our struggle. 

Imperialism s~eks contact only when we threaten it. And that 

threat comes not" from the good vdshes of the enemies of Puerto 

Rican independence, but from the militancy of that struggle. 

I 'hen vlill we learn ~rom the defeats .of others? Phen vlill we 

assimilate the lessons of Viet Nam? tIe do not need lobbies in 

"ashingtontThe. f'Torth~.(\;merican , ~ourge~isie ~lill :createi ts ovm 

Friends of Puerto nico in "ashi'ngton, public and T)rivate interest 

lobbies vlill everge the very moment our struggle has reached such 

a level as to threaten the quality of life in the . U.S. and make a 

shambles of their foreign policy. 

It is the embarassment posed by the militancy o'f ' our struggle 

so far that has driven the u.s. government to search out a solu-
, 

tion and to even consider independence as an option for its Pu:erto 

Rico and Latin America policy. '" 
'. '. 

To di vert that st'ruggle now will cost u~ dearly. all ' bf us .... ;;.. 

parliamentarists and : revolutionaries alike. T"e are ', all losers • 
. . . 

but most significantly, the Fuerto nican peol1le are losers. 

, Hemember fUbizu Campos t "The victory of Puerto f1icansover 
Puerto Ricans is the defeat of 
our natlon. " . 

" :," ' " 

Ifill we allow the colonia:1ists to triumph bi . confusing the ' 

. u~real prospects of 's'tatehood now w1th ,' their real intent--which is 

none other than to frighten us into supporting the creation of a 

11-



coaliti-on in the 1980 colonial elec.tions · th,at wi~l divert our .. 

. energies and allow colonialism to continue, no matter who wins? 
I ".: , · ' i 

~ill we" again postpone the presentoppor.tunity for independence 

. L:~~il they' have actually destroyed us and thus facilitate assimi :­

lation? 

Because they do have first to destroy the independence struggle 

before they can grant statehood ••• and this is what we fail to. see 

at presentll 

1}e can easily foresee from these develonments that Puerto .Rico·s 

future fs "not necessarily secure I and that if independence is to 

be betrayed'at>this point, we \'Till never have another opportunity, 

beca':lse Vie vlill pass from the status of an external colony, to that 

·of an internal coiony.2.:"and Puerto Ricans will be reduced to the 

Game identical ghetto conditions to which Puerto Ricans are sub-

ject to in the U.S.--that is the significance of internal colonialism. 

Those sectors which ·are today 'moving in the direction of parlia­

mentarism cannot escape responsibility for this. They cannot 

€.:.;cape joining Luis filunoz f'Iarin · and the other traitors of history 

in what Albizu Campos called the garbage can of history. 

But~ fortunately, there is still both time and will on the part 
' , ' :~~ : 

of the Puerto Rican independence forces and its allies to over-

turn right o~portunism~ to defeat the strategy of accomodation, t o' 

turn our · forces around and attack colonialism on a worldwide spale , 

to continue to march ' foI'1,''1ard atong the strategic lines , of Albi.zu· s 
/ 

teachings and create The Crisis · of Colonialism so necessary to 

achieve our lndependence along the lines· of full sovereignty, 

socialism, and prole'iarian internationalism. 



LES~:ON~~ . FOR THE U. S • -BASED INDEPErrDENCE · flOVEI'lEPT AND IT~ /\LLIES: 

We, as a movement, cannot be concerned vii th narliamentarism, ., . 

because ' it vlill be the ' American people themselves ,.' as in Vi€lt !'Tam, 

who "Till launch that effort in the moment of crisis, ' and in their 

ovm self interest "Ii thin the class context of America today. 

It will~ instead be the de!1th and breathi of militant struggle 

in Puerto Rico and the U.S. which will drive U.S. colonialil;lm out 

of Puerto Rico in the near future (and by that we meanvti thin the 

li-fetime of most of the people here). < .. " .; 

It will be the task of the Puerto Rican people and, other 

oppressed people to spearhead this militant struggle. It will be 

the task of the r-rorth-American left to organize unj. ty and sun1)ort 

within its ranks and take an active part in shaping anc1' directing 

.:\mericans against colonialism. :: ': ; 

Oppressed people know that",.internal coloni~lism "cannot end wi th­

out ending external colonialis.m. ,.,. The North American peo1)le Imow 

that there .':is a po Ii tical and , ideological contradiction between 

'., their avowed , anti-imperialism and tl1.eir indifference to U. S. colo-

nialism in Puerto dUco • 

Our tasks is to create consciousness among the oppressed in 

the U.S., develop unity of action" and forge the bonds ,of struggle 

that will ,end colonialism in Puerto nico. An independent Duerto 

Rico in turn must become the principle voice of oppressed people 

'in the U.S. at each and every international forum. The 'Puerto 

Rican nation will bespme~~l1e ba~,e. fI'~o.~J'1h~Ch the , oP?1ressed peoples 

of the U I,S. will cleal . a death, blow "ti9i' internal colo~ialismt racism 

and class exploitation in the, U.S. And this will be so" because 

it will be these very forces of oppressed peoples and the worldng 

~/ . 



class movements which ""rill :;>lay such a crucial and leading role in 
... ~ 

driving the U.s. ' bourgeoisie into . ~~e fre~zied activity of their 

own parliament, their own public and pri vate. inte~e~t groups, to 

release Puerto Rico from bondage and allow us to join .the .family 

of nations. This is the only parliamentary activity .thatwill 

be worth anything--their own work to change their QVIp poliGY as 

a result of the heightened revolutionay acti vi ty of i ts wQ.:rld,.~g 

class and oppressed peqple. 

,The task of the Puerto Rican independe;nce movement is tQ, give 

direction .to the revolutionary support of all these sec~ors of 
; I ':"i :' \_'f' ...... :' : '.:: 

North American class society • 

. ' Even as' we do this' fri. the U. S., no significa.nt gains can be 

. made 'vTithQut ··:at" the ~ame time advancing struggle in Puerto Ri2:0 
" 

to ever increasing levels of mass actions and revolutionary struggle . 

The slogan here must bet Revolution at home and revolutionary 

activity in the enemy ~ear--the U.S. 

We want to end with the following nro~osal: 

For the North American sectors, 

Uni te as many forces lis nossi ble around true anti -impertali"st 

practice, sU:bordinat~: yo~r factional strife, unite to conduct 

the struggle for the indenendence of Puerto Rico, become 

mili tar!.t ::>artners in the struggle against colonialism vIi th 

us, and out of the rich experience adquired you \'Jill emerge 

as the center of the struggle for socialism in the U.S. 

To the Puerto Rican and other oppressed peol)le in the U. S. : 

Follow the glowing example of the Chicanos-Mexicanos and 

join us in common struggl~ to end colonialism in Puerto 

Rico, unite with us in the clay to day struggle for 



democratic rights in the U.S. so that we may develop unity 

in practice, and we prcm1t:le you that the base area we so 

desperately need in the serious struggle against intern~l 

colonialism, racism, and all f orms of oppression and 

repression, will be found in t he PeonIes' Socialist Republic 

of Puerto Rico. 

TOil"the Pu.erto 'Rican peo,le at home : 

Defeat parliamentarism, r a i s e the level of struggle now, 

create the final crisis out of the current disintegration 

of the colony , expose opportunism, and drive the Yanqui out. 

1iJe promise that if we do this. our political prisoners will be 

released, repre"ssion- vlill-end ", arid"" we \'Iiil be free and independent . 

LOI'W LIVE PUERTO RICO LIBRE! 
. . . - -. - - . -

FREE THE FOUR PUERTO TIICAN NATIONALISTS l 
i: 

END GRAND JURY REPHESSION! 

LONG LIVE PUERTO RICAN Af-T J CHICANO LlEXICANO mUTY! -

LONG LIVE THE mrrTY OF OPPRESSED PEOPLES IN THE U. S 1 

LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE l'WRTH ABERICAN LEFT AND THE 

lrJORKING CLASS I -
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