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REPRESSION, THE TRILATERAL COMMISSION AND A
TENTATIVE PROGRAM FOR COMBATING BOTH.

~ In order to fully grasp the true meaning of the growing repression
in the United Str*es, particularly as manifested in the actJ.vitJ.es of
the F.B.I. and Grand Juries, and in the increasing police repression
against our third world commmitics, it is inportant to understand its
direct relat:.cmsh:.p to the global situation of mndﬁoly capital. Since
the end of the, Second World War, the :i.rrperialist hegemony over most of
mankind has been on the decline. Cluna, Korea, Cuba, Vlet—Nam, Canmbodia,.
Guinea-Bissau, mzamblque, and Angola are just a few exanples Aware
of this reality the mperlahsts have d;ggug trenches. The best in— %
dication of the course to be pursued in setting up. these trenches is
to be found in the conclusion of _tﬁé Tri 1ateral Commission.

The Trilatergl Commission was convoked on orders from David Rccke-
feller in_,__l,97_3. It is cne of the two projects which the Cowncil of: Foreign
Relations (C.F.R.)- a gathering place for this couatry' s elite, parti- .. '
cularly, the small ruling class and its cchorts, to actually blueprint and
shape U.S. foreign policy a task they have engaged in since the end of
World War I- drew up in light of the inevitable victory of the: Indochinese
people of Viet-Nam and Campuchea. Even though the mambers ;of the(;'mm,ss:l.cm
describe themselves as a émtp of " private citizens of Western Eurcpe, .
Japan, and North Rmerica" who have as their paramount goal the pramotion of
close; cooperation among those regions, the real motive for the Commigsion.

and of ‘the* 1980 Project (the other CFR project)is to develop new ideas :and;

mst:.tut:.cns wmch can channel and contml change in the mtematlonal system,"

Thus, the autmrs of the 1980 Project state it "must therefore. ccme to grip
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strategies for mcdifying ‘the behavior of all relevant factor in the
intematicnal community--individuals, govemments, agencies within
govermments, elite groups, industrial firme, interests groups, mass
societies, and other groups and organizations at the subnational and
transnational level."

Both projects are aimed at maintaining the decisive Fole of the U.S.’
on the interﬂational situation of the so-called "free world". However,
there are scme noticable differences in terms of responsibilities. The
American efforts will center on the over-all management of global affairs
and not in regional enterprises; This latter duty is assigned by the
Cammission to the sub-imperial junicn partners of the Third World: Brazil,
Iran, Mexico, -SM.Ma, Indonesia, ett: al. In actuality, the “"free
world" is divided into three parts: the wealthy capitalists nations of
Western Eurcpe, Japan, North America; the richer nations of the Third
World- Brazil, Iran, et al; and the pcor -nations- of the Third World which
will be induced to fall in line by the sheer weight of industrialized
"democracies". This division of the "free world" 1nsures tha't_:,it will
no longer be necessary, for the U.S. to play the role of the "policeman"
of the "free world." For example, if copper-rich Katanga @m tc secede
from Zaire, Morocco will gend its trocops in. If there is a need to safe-
quard U.S. nuclear suhman.nes in the Far East, the burden would fall on
Indonesia to dlspatch its, axmed forces into the former Portuguese colony
of East Timor, rather than U.S. trcops. The massacring of more than 60,000
pecple in one year will, thus, not raise any passicns in the U,S., or drain
off American resources as in Vietnam. Or, if the pec;ple of Gman decide to

free themselves and, therefare, threaten U 5. dcm.natlon of the Persian

9.



Gulf, then it would be up to Iran to crush the Omanis.

How does this new imperialist international designs relate to the
ever increasing crescendo of dc:mesta.c repression in the U.S.? It is ..
:mportant to real:.ze that these plans are primarily concerned with the
quesumo} "'governablhty", or as they refer to as the prcblem of the
"excsgs of darocracy“. The contenticn of the mastermind behind these plans
is that the solution to this prcblem is a "greater degree of mcderation
in democracy”.

The question of governability and its solution are best analyzed in

cne of the Trilateral Commission's most importemt reports, The Crisis of

Democracy. Authored by three indlivicduals each from one of the regions
(U.S., Westerm Eurcpe, Japan) ,-this particular report focuses on the
"problems of demccracy.

Samuel "Huntingtor;_, the E!.tms_-ric_:an author, sustains that while all three
areas confront silila_i: 'fproblerns" of demccracy, none so acutely as the .
8.5, For him, during the sixties, the U.S. saw an excessive shift to
society and against goverﬁnent. Such an cccurance posed a major problem
since there was tco little authority and Huntington's thesis contends that
truq_gc‘)vernability can exist only where there is a balance between" power
and hberty, authority and demcmacy, goverment and socie

Htmtmgton Outllnes the ihree major threats to governabilty in the
U.S.~-the mecia, the intellectuals,"and the previously passive or unor-
ganized groups in the pcpulatioq" , these include the Blacks, Chicaencs,
Puertc Ricans , and Native ZAmericans. The solution to this problem of
governability is to restore order and the prestige and authority of central
goverment. In order; t eg_:heive_ ’_chis, hcwever, it is necessary to maintain
"a measure of apathy and non-involvement of certain indivicuals and

groups". Thus the perservaticn of an orcderly goverrrmtal prceess is
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contingent upon the ability of forcing the "newly mcbilized strata
(Blacks, Chicancs, Puerto Ricans) to return to a measure of passi:vity
and defeatism.” How is this to be accomplished?

Theanswerhas]alreadylbaen advanced by the same men who now ccmpose
-the Carter A&ﬁnistrat::ic;ﬁ;,: This brings us to the second point that connects
the présent U.S. foreign policy and the demestic repression. An exceedingly
large nurber of the "private citizens" who constituted the Trilateral
Cammissicn have, in fact, made their ways to the imner circles of present’ :
Administration. The list includes such powerful figures as Zbigniew
Brzezinski (National Security Advisor), Walter Mondale (Vice-President),
Harold Brown (Secretary of Defense), Michael Blumenthal (Secretary of the
Treasury) , and Cyrus Vance (Secrétary of State). This is the same Cyrus
Vance who became President Johnson's trouble-shcoter in the Canal Zone
(1964), and in"the invasion of the Deminican Republic (1965), and to the
Detroit Rict (1967). While in Detroit, as an expert on civil disorders
and riots, he worked closely with Warren Cristopher (presently second in
cammand in the State Department), on an army plan to put thousands of
American civilians undetr surveillance 0 "prevent urban rioting."

It ‘is also interesting tn note that it was the same Zbigniew Brzezinski

who in an article that appeared in the New Republic in 1968, criticized

the authorities for their vacillating positions in the face of growing do-
mestic unrest. He wrote: "force must be designed not only to eliminate the
surface revoluticnary challenge, but to make certain that revolutionary
forces cannot later rally under the seme leadership". He further stated

in the same article on revolution, "if the leadership canmot be physically
liquidted, it can at least be expelled frcm the country.” It is not co-
incidental that the F.B.I. has been expousing a similar policy particularly
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as far as Blacks, Puecrtc Ricans, and Chicanos arc concerned.

Each r]é.y the true motives cF the Trilateral Cﬁmissicn anc the 1980°s
Project reveal fi;m:selves as far away as Timor and Oman, and &s near as
the Chicago's Plan 21 (a plan to trensform Chicage intc a "middle-class"
city, designecd by the same clements of the ruling class who created the
Trilateral Commission), the New York's BIG MAC (the real government of
New York-controlled by finance capital, particularly David Rodkefeller's
Chase Manhattan Bank) , and the Scuthwest's Four State Commissirn. It
should nct be's&prising that as the U.S. drwnplays its direct military
role abread, it increases its repression at heme.

It is not accidental, thercefore, that the 1970's has seen the evo-
lution of a highly scphisticated policy of internment aimed particularly
at the iIéé’ﬂership ~f those I‘"mgovernablci“' segments of this scciety. The
utilizati:ﬁ:n: of this policy emenates frcm the realization ©f the historical
effectiveness of concentration cagps. The U.S. judicial and prison systems
are the most easily accessible instruments for this repression, since
U.S. jéils have traditionally had an over representation of Third World
pecple=-i.c. more than half of today's quarter million inmates are Blacks,
Chicano/Mexicanos, Puerto Ricans and Native Americans. Thus, as a résult
of the intensified repression excrcised upcn the struggles of Third World
pecples; their lenders and activists have been captured and impriscned.
Jails have beccme more and more interrment camps primarily used to des -
troy, contain, and suppress the liberation struggles of Blacks, Chicano/
Mexicancs, Pucrto Ricans, aryl Native Americans.

A manifestation par excellence of this new course is the cver in-
o

creasing iffrisonment of Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos and Indians with-
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in the last fow ycars as.a result Iof.-.ﬂieir principled position of ncn-
collaboration with the FBI and/or -E;r_am Juries. During the past two
years, the Chicano and Puerto Rican movements have been <on . the top list - -
of pricrities in terms of this incarcetation progess. The reasons are -
cbvicus, both movements haVEnaticmal and international implications, thus,-
putting in jecpardy, some of the desighs of the Trilatéral Commission == .
particularly those cencerned with. the duestioh of gweﬁtability; It is ho .
wonder, then, that those imprisoned and/or subpcénagd have deep roots in. -
their commmitics hecause of their long and oontinuous commitment £0
social change; they have been involved'with a wide range of :struggles, frim'
organizing grassrcots movements for a meaningful bhi-lingual education, to
finding ssurces of financing people's programs, to actually creating alter-'
native institutions, such as La Clinica Del Pueblo, the Rafael Camncel -
Miranda High School, and the Boringuena Campus and Eseuela Tlatelogo, i

' But, perhaps a problem of greater magnitude is the cver increasing
police repression across the country from Oakland, Californid to 'Bartford, -
Connecticut, from EL Pago, Texas to Chicago, Illincis, since it constitutes
an a massive scale, theé execttion of the Trilateral - Camnission's plan *
within the U.S. H

‘The question of police repression and terrorism, however, is not 0
to be understced as isolated acts of police abuse by a few rotten apples,
but as a military attack upon whole groups of people. This attack is ad- ' "
vanced on two levels: - 1) on en indirect lewel, an all out campaign is -
carried forth to engender the residents of Black, Latino and Native Amer—-
ican commmnities with a fear of gangs and other "criminal elements". The )
solution to this neighBorhcod “terror" is to incréase police vigilance

and police “"protection". A program of neighbrohcod beat representatives
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is, thus, immaugurated. The menifest purpose, of these beat representa-
tives, is to keep their eyes on "criminal" activities, but their latent
and real function is to serve as a spy network so as to ooﬁtain and even
- disrupt whole cammunities of society's "ungovernablesectors . Most of
the beat representatives are usually ticd to the big city political mach-
ines; 2) on a more direct level, a wave of pclice repression which has
reached phenamenal heights is unleashed against third world communities.
In the past three years hundreds of Blacks, Latinc and Native American
youths have been murdered in cold blced by fascist and racist cops across
the country.

It is of great importence that at this juncturc, we develop a pro-
gram aimed at educating and orgonizing Third World communities around
these wholesale military tactics so as to disrupt, fram the entrails of
the monster, the ruling class' plans. In the process we will be under-
taking a giant task for all manking; for united we have the potential
to disintegrate, frcm within, the federal system, as Juan Antcnio
Corretjer, Secretary General of the Puerto Rican Sccialist League has
stated; "we have the a~ility to weaken it to the point of impotence. The
example cf the internal colonial subjects and of the naticnal minor-
ities will enc up by aw=kening all of the workers of the United States.
Dy then, the sccialist revolution will he a reality built upon the
ruins of the imperialist state.”

A major step townrds concrete unity, at least between Puerto Ricans
and Chicano/Mexicanos, was achieved in the successful campaign against
grand jury/FBI repression during the past twe years. This campaign was
waged with the hichest political commen denominators, yet it reachel

decp into the barrios and made sijnificent headways in the church and
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l.'LZ‘EI.'al comunities. A similar policy shrould be pursued in regards to
any program around the issue cf police repressicn,

Thus both long range anc short range programatic points around
the issue cf police repressicn shoull reflect the highest political level
of our pecples. A shert and long range program should include. the fol -
lowing: 1) an identificaticn of the magnitude of the prchlem of police
repress:.on, ~2) an identification on a naticn-wi’e basis, of bcna fide
cx:mnumty groups involved in local struggles to curbat police. repressicn
and terrcrism; _3)“_ the coalescing of an interim body of representatives.
fram these groups that will discuss the tactics and strategies to be pre-
sented to a naticnalaconference on police repressicn--these tactics and
atrategies must he }.ja_sed cn the ahove stated pramise that police repression
is part of an all out attack upon our communities and part of a general
plan by the ruling class of this country to contain and dasrupt Third
World cammnities; 4) the convecation of the national conference that
will develop a working plan which will inclule tactics that run the whole
gamat from the demanding of congressional hearings around the issue of
police repressicn (this will bring cur communities to work in concert
with civil li.berterian and church groups), to the development of plans
for community self-defense against police attacks to the substituticn of
grand jurics by People's Tribunals.

This is a merc outline of the task hefore us. If we move swiftly
and rapidly we, the cppressed pecples, can definitely disrupt Carter's
Trilateral Commission's plans. Sai .

If it is understcood that the repressicn the ruling class is unleashing

against cppressed pecple is a well-sngineered plan, then it is easier to



identify the cnemy and to perscnify him. Community strugcles anc the
movements of oppressed pecple are the leading forces for revolution in
the United States because they arc at the center of the principlc con-
tradicticn of this society, at this point and time. Third Werld community
struggles, teday, (whether for jchs for all, quality elucaticn, cdecent
health carc, cor against police repressicn) represent a clear and present
danger to thé rulinc class in this country; not hecause of their reformist
character, but because of their rewolutionary pctential. It is not sur -
prising, therefcre, that the Carter Administration is pouring billions
cf dollars into the cities, parlticularly, into the development of community-
based Saul Alinsky type crganizations. This policy, similar to that pur-
sued during the earlier part of this century to ccopt the workers' move-
ment, is designed with the ultimate chijective of contrelling the "ungovern-
able" sectors of this scciety so as to ingure "demestic tranquility” for
the survival ¢f monopcly capitalism.

In sumary it can he said that when the Trilateral Commission adcresses
itself to the probhlem of governability, it dces not expect the ruling
class tc ke the cnc to cxercise"more self-restraint”. It does intend that
the "newly mobilized strata" of socicty exercise a greater degree of
"mederation in democracy". This is to be achieved at any cost. So at
present a subtle ccercive politik of internment, cn the cne hand is teing
pursued against the leadership of cppressed pecples, and, on the other
hand, cpen warfare is being waged against oppressed ccmmunities by local cops.
In the whole precess it has to he clearly understcod that U.S. jails are
beccming Amerika's concentration carrps._ But, in all this we whoulC rememter,
what Che Guevara said: "we are fighting the most important ficht cf 211, he-

cause we live in the heart of the heast".
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ON THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST VANGUARD IN THE U.S. AND
ARMED STRUGGLE BY PUERTO RICANS IN THE U.S.

 Some sactogé.of the left allege that this is not the right moment for armed
groups within the U.S. since the Leninist center to direct fhe masses does not
. exist.
This position is correct when viewed from the perspectfvéﬂof the struggle
Ear Socialism in the U.S. and the anti-colonialist factof™fy rémovéd = 4n our
éase the struggle fufjthe liberatiﬁﬁzdf our homeland; Puerto Rico.
From the perspective of this'pgeudo Puerto Rican left it is necesary to
abandon the-optiﬁn!oérreargﬁ;f& struggle - in other words the extension of
the Puerto Riééﬁ ;eﬁ;iutioﬁféé-éﬁé U.S, to destroy the political-military
superstructurelégi;ﬂ tﬁé”éﬁémy is trying to impose on us. This would be like
fighting Gith Bée haﬁ&jéiéémbehind the]ﬁabkliﬁra fight between the Puerto Rican
midget analihe giant eneﬁ&.:' o -
Ef tﬂe éiant is soéiaifée&;:tﬁéh iﬁdéﬁéﬁ&eacé is possible.
“‘SA gr;vgiccntradictioﬂléxiéts beéﬁeeﬁ this'bosi%ibn and ours.

We maintain that they apply the Marxist-Leninist ilao Tse Tung principle in
a mechanical ;ayi:Tﬂéir poéition represents a distortion of the reality of the
natiﬁnaihiiberaﬁiﬁn-étruggles} it piééeé the'politiéél'deveIOpment of the colo-

nial power before that of thélihdependéﬁbéwof Puerto Rido. It is'a falsification

of the role of the people of a colonial country and negates the part played by

17y
'

the a;fi;colonial stfugéie in raisiﬂg consciousness within the’béﬁééséof nation.
The armed struggle for the liberation of Puerto Rico cannot be’limited.fb'the

geographic confines of Puetto Rico. Ve agree totally with the perspective put

forwérd by Juan Antonio Corretjer in his article, 'Problems of People's War in

Puerto Rico" when he states, "It is an effective deathblow for statehood."



This rearguard in the U.S. provides us with a powerful weapon - even more so
if-it develops in conjunction with the anti-imperialist sectors in the U.S. This
anti-imperialist rearguard will unite presently isolated:struggles, will aid in
the development of the revolutionary center and will bring about a profound awaken-
ing of the North American people about the real nature of their government.

Does anyone think that the proletarian vanguard develops in a climate of coéx—

1stence with the enemy? Coex1stence is a privilege of sovereign countries, simi-
. : l

lar to elections where members of the ruling class diSpute over government posts

while in full agreement over which system shall prevall

Armed struggle in the U. S., even when it assumes terrorist forms, serves its

£ l “ i - s

purpOSes. Reaction ia always in favor of a solution to the conflict

It is 1mpossible, as occurred in the case of Vietnam and Korea, that the

Er+y !

Worth American people will support a speedy extermination of the 'enemy" But if

i ity i
TS

it is 2 protracted struggle, thia same people will insist om 1ndependence for

Puerto Rico. Not becauae it is terrorist but because 1t is a struggle for nation-
al liberation. in which terrorlsm is balanced by the primacy of the politlcal—

economic struggle.
Our criticism of the pseudo~-independentist sectors, nevertheless, goes beyond

an argument for rearguard struggle, We hold.tnat thereﬁexists no contradiction

whatsoever between thelatruggle for the national liberation of Puerto Rico by

_by the rearguard in the U. S. and the neceaaity for the development of a vanguard

- a revolutionary center e.rn‘the U.5. with its own nistoric roots among the
T i . et i

ﬂorth American people.

The fact that such a center does not exist means that Puerto Rican forces

et
] -

are able with their own political lines, to set the agenda for organization.

The PuerLo Ricana are not the only ones, the Black people, the Chicano/Mejicano

e
MEEH

people, and the Native people (Indians) are in the same position. This fragmen-

b o aF
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ted situation is a clear indication of the need for a vanguard The existence
by L s S £ : r
of a revolutionary antl—imperialist vanguard would provide the national libera-
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tion struggle of Puerto Rico much more clear and massive support than it present-
ly receives. Our seperate rearguard struggle would not be necesary and the U.S.
government would be far more ready to comsider the possibility of independence.

Our work in the rearguard is directed precisely toward the creation of the
revolutionary anti-imperialist vanguard. But the creation of such a vanguard does
not presuppose the subordination of the armed struggle. On the contrary, this
struggle eleﬁates anti-imperialism to a question of the first magnitude among
North Americans, encourages the struggles of oppressed peoples and places the
question of the vanguard before all serious people on the left.

Finally, the pseudo~independentist groups in the U.S. lack historic roots in
the anti-imperialist national liberation struggle of Puerto Rico. This is demon-
strated by their inability to perceive the anti-imperialist struggle of an opp-
ressed people for its national liberation and the struggle of the working class
of the colonizing country. They end up by subordinating the anti-colonial strug-
gle of Puerto Rico to the efforts to build a working class vanguard in the U.S.

Either Yankis or Puerto Ricans!

For us the response is clear; as the struggle heightens in Puerto Rico, we
must speed up the work of organizing the rearguard, in response to specific events
that occur there, and in relation to the realities here and in Puerto Rico.

To the extent that the North American vanguard develops, and to the extent
that the struggle of the North American people fulfills its anti-colonial duty
toward Puerto Rico, to that extent will the rearguard struggle be coordinated
with the North American ?anguard.

We accept the responsibility of helping to create that vanguard in the U.S.

but we will never sacrifice the struggle for national liberationm.
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THE PUERTO RICAN IMOVELIENT IN THE U.S.: AN APPRATISAL

ﬁin'this-ﬁresentation on the tasks and mersnectives for the
Puerto Ricsn indenendencze struggle in the U.S., we want to discuss
the question of Grand Jury repression against the background of the
current tenden01es in the Puerto Rican national liberation struggle.
then evaluate the tencsn01es and conclude with the tasks which
are ahead of us as Puerto Ricans, members of other opnressed
neople, aﬁa NMorth-Americans involved in serious revolutionary
solidarity.

Backeground:

There are, today, two teﬁdencies in the Puerto Rican national
liberation strurgle wnlch are both the result of new develonments
and echoes of old tsndenc;es.

There is on the one hand the right tendency of parliamentarism,
and a left tendencey of National Liberation through armed struggle.
The two tendonmM ha&e‘becomo well defined enough for us tc ‘be
ab“s to say wwt; cefuasnuy whlch forces have aligned themselves,
and where. In turn, the tendencies obey both the internal dynamlcs
of the Puerto hlcan class reality and the maneuvers by ""ashington
to confine the strug zle and lﬂDTlSOﬁl£t within channels the U.S,
government can manage. |

BotHEParliamen tarism and afmed struggle go back to the very
beglnnlng of the Puerto Plcsn nation in 1868, when autonqﬁlsts
sought changes by working with liberal sectors of the.fpanish
government, and libersﬁicnist: staged the Grito de Lares,

It was th2 Grito de Lores which forced Spain to end slavery

and Deonass in their classical forms, and it was the Grito de

Lares wnlch gare autcniaism the sword with which to convince
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Spain..that Puerto Ricans would accepnt nothing short of independence.

. Eighty-two years later, in 1950, it was the Grito de Jayuya
which forced the U.S. government to recognize a minimal form of
internal autonomy,. and again, the Autonomists were able to nego-
tiate because of the sword handed to them by the Nationalist -
revolt.,

Today, pressed by a variety of armed actions both in Fuerto
Rico and the U.S., the U.&. government seeks to negotiate other
changes in the forms of domination and control of Puerto Rico.
Autonomism, a sort of "third force, or tendency" between

independence and statehood, has historically been the politics
- 6f fhe weak natizhal bouréeoisie and the weaker petty bourgeoisl
leaders of the independence movement. Together they have
marched time and again over the span of 110 years since the found-
ing of the Puerto Rican nation in the battlefields of Lares and
San Sebastian, to the detriment of independence--because the result
of this unholy marriage has always been selling-out of our struggle
and. the demoralization of our forces. o

Today, autonomists and independence parliamentarists are
seeking to divert the militant working class struggle once more-
along the channels df elections, and once again they raise the
superficial spectre of statehood to frighten us into an alliance
whoge history has seen the streﬁgthening of colonialism aﬁd the
weakening of independence.

.-~Bven more dangerous is the mass repression which accompanies
this "historical compromise" between autonomists and independence
forces. Following each of these periodic agreements on the right,

the U.S. government has seen its hands freed for an all out
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attack on the forces of revolution. These attacks entail masea-
cres and arrests, which serve to drive the left forces to degner-
ate resistance and which U.S. government propaganda.depicts as
violent attacks by fringe elements--alienated from the responsi-
ble sectors of the independence movement, and with little suwport
from the masses.

'The government attacks in turn are accomnakied by the usual
rhetoric of adventurism and militarism, mouthed by the right
opportunists to cover their retreat and betrayal of the indenen-
dence struggle,

One only needs to look at the familiar experiences of Uruguay
and Argentina, to get a more concrete nicture of what we are
talking about--and if we want to appreciate how far these so-
called liarxists are willing to go, we may look at Italy and France
as well.

In Uruguay, it was the option of the United LZlectoral Front
which presented to the masses by the so-called progressive left,
first:led to the isolation of the Tunamaro movement, and later to
the destruction of the Front itself, once the government's strategy
of dividing and conguering had managed to confuse the masses by
alienating the parliamentary bloc from the armed struggle.

In Argentina today, many of the reverses of the illontoneros
and the E..P. can be laid at the footstep of the narliamentarist
support for the Eva Peron government and their docility btefore
the Videla dictatorship, denying the revolution an important

sector of mass sunnort.
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The use of Grand Jﬁries has seen the polarication of forces
into right and left tendencies within the Puerto Rican indenen-
‘denéé-movemént and its allies in the ﬁ{S.

As fhis polérization has developed, such instruments of strug-
gle of tﬂe past as the ﬁuerto Rican Socialist Party (PSP) and the
_Puerto Rico Solidarity Committee have been Split.. In fact, no

Puefto Rican indépendence group in the U.S. has escaped the
polarization. I. think both tendencies have an obligation to
examine closely the role that agents of colonialism have played in

accentuating and accelerating these splits.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS POLARIZATION IN THE U.S.

o Sy e e

"~ The polarization within the independence struégle has over-
flowed to the U.S. wﬁere once combative sections, today under the
influence of opportunism, and even reaction, are moving to trans-
late support for Puerto Rican independence inﬁo.a Tashington Lobby,
where great amounts of energies will be expended in trying to
convince Congress, and the liberal sectors gathered around public
and private interest groups that they should éupporﬁuindependence
for Puerto Ricc. This drive will result in keéping_the American
people out of the struggle, relieving the iﬁférnatiﬁnal community
of its anti-colonialist obligations, and threatens to bring the
Puerto Rican questions into ftwo dangerous channels--that of self-
determination (which really means either independence or state-
hood), and that of placing Puerto Rico as an internal nroblem of
the U.5S. (somethihg which the U.S. needs to do very badly to escane
international attefftion on its colonialist\role within the inter-

national community).



U"hy do supposedly progressive Puerto Rican forces whose task is
national liberation for Puerto Rico, turn to parliaments and
lobbying groups???

Certainly, we have seen how these supposedly prdmising,channels
of contact with the U.S:. government are only a reflgction of the
quality of our struggle.

Imperialism seeks contact only when we threaten it. And that
threat comes not from the good wishes of the enemies of Pﬁerto
Rican independence, but from the mllltancy of that struggle.:

""hen will we learn from the defeats of others? !'hen will we
assimilate the lessons of Viet MNam? Vle do not need lobbies in
""ashington! .The_NOrth:ﬁmericén bpurgeqisie_yill create its own
Friends of Puerto Rico in “ashingfon, public and nrivate interest
lobbies will everge the very moment our struggle has reached such
a level as to threaten the quality of life in the U.S. and make a
shambles of their foreign policy. |

It is the embarassment posed by the militancy of our struggle
so far thaf has driven the U.S5. government to search éut a solu-
tion and to even consi&er independence as an option for its Puerto
Rico and Latin America policy. ' -

To divert that struggle now wiil cost us dearly, all 6f us-=-
parliamentarists and revolutionaries alike. "e are:all losers,
but most significantly, the Puerto Rican peonle are losers.

;Reﬁember Albizu'Campos' "The victory of Puerto Ricans over

y Puerto Ricans is the defeat of
our nation."
31l we allow the colonidlists to triumph by confusing the
-uﬁreal.prosﬁecfs of statehood now with their real intent--which is

none other than to frighten us into supporting the creation of a
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coalition in the 1980 colonial elections that will divert our

. energies and allow colonialism to continue, no matter who &iné?
ill we again postpone the present opportunity for independence
uUQtil they have actually destroyed us and thus facilitate assimi-
1étion?

Becaus e they do have first to destroy the independence struggle
before they can grant statehood...and this is what we fail to see
at presentl!

'e can easily foresee from these developments that Puerto Rico's
future 18 not necessarily secure, and that if independence is to
be betra&ed‘at“this point, we will never have another opportunity,
because we will pass from the status of an external colony, to that
: of.an internal colony--and Puerto Ricans will be reduced to the
came identical ghetto conditions to which Puerto Ricans are sub-
'.ject to in the U.S.--that is the significance of internal colonialism.

Those sectors which are today moving in the direction of parlia-
mentarism cannot escape responsibility for this. They cannot
ezcape joining Luis Munoz llarin and the other traitors of history

in what Albizu Campos called the garbage can of history.

But; fértunately, there is still both time and will on the »part
'Bf fhe Puerto Rican independence forces and its allies to over-
':furn right onportunism, to defeat the strategy of accomodation, to’
turn our forces around and attack colonialism on a worldwide scale,
to continue to march ‘forward along the strategic lines of Albizu's

teachihgs and create The Crisgis of Colonialism so necessary to

achieve our fndependence aiong the lines of full sovereignty,

socialism, and proletarian internationalism.
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LESTONS FOR THE U,.S.-BASED INDEPEMDENCE IHMOVEIIENT AND ITS ALLIES:

We, as a movement, cannot be concerned with parliamentarism,
because it will be the' American peonle themselves..;‘ as in Viet Nam,
who will launch that effort in the moment of crisis, and in their
own self interest_within the clase context of America today.

It will, instead be the denth and breath of militant struggle
in Puerto Rico and the U.S. which will drive U.S. colonialism out
of Puerto Rico in the near future (and by that we mean within the

" lifetime of most of the people here).

It will-be the task of the Puerto Rican neonle and other
oppressed people to sPeafhead this militant struggle. It will be
the task of the North-American left to organize unity aﬁd supmort
within its ranké-and take an active part in shaping and directing
Americans against colonialism.

Oppressed people know that internal colonialism .cannot end with-
out ending external colonialism.  The North American peonle know
that there is a political and ideological contradiction between

“their avowed anti-imperialism and their indifference to U.". colo-
nialism in Puerto:Rico.

Our tasks is to create consciousness among the oppressed in
the U.8., develop unity of action, and forge the bonds of struggle
that will end colonialism in Puerto Rico. An independent Puerto
Rico in turn must become the principle voice of opnressed neople

"in the U.3. at each and every international forum. The Puerto
of the U.S. will deal a death  blow tor internal colonialism, racism
and class exnloitation in the .S. And this will be so, because

it will be these very forces of oppressed peoples and the working
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class movemente which will nlay such a crucial and leading role in
driving the U.S;Tﬁourgeoisie into the frepzied activity of their
ovn parliament, their own public and private interest grouns, to
release Puerto Rico from bondage and allow us to join the family
of nationss This is the only parliamentary activity that will

be worth anything--their own work to change their own policy as

a result of the heightened revolutionay activity of its working
class and oppressed people.

The task of the Puerto Rican independence movement isltq give
direc%ion,to:the“revolqtionéry support of all these sectors of
North American class society.

' Even as we do this in the U.S., no significant gains can be
'ﬁéde_ﬁithgut at ‘the Same time advancing struggle in Puerto Rico
to ever increasing levels of mass actions and revolutionary struggle.

The slogan here must be: Revolution at home and revoluﬁighaty

activity in the enemy rear--the U.S.

We want to end with the following nronosal:

For the North American sectors:
Uniteé as many forces 4s nossible around true anti-imperialist
practice, subordinaté:yoﬁf factional strife, unite to conduct
the struggle for the indenendence of Puerto Rico, become
militant nartners in the struggle against colonialism with
us, and out of the rich experience adquired you will emerge
as the center of the struggle for socialism in the U.S.

To the Puerto Rican and other oppressed peonle in the U.S.:
Follow the glowing example of the Chicanos-Mexicanos and
join us in common struggle to end colonialism in Puerto

Rico, unite with us in the day to day struggle for
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democratic rights in the U.S. so that we may develop unity
in practice, and we promiBe you that the base area we so
desperately need in the serious struggle against internal
colonialism, racism, and all forms of oppression and
repression, will be found in the Peonles' Socialist Republic

. of Puerto Rico.,

Toithe Puerto Rican peonle at home:

7 Defeat parliamentarism, raise the level of struggle now,

create the final crisis out of the current disintegration

of the colony, exnose opportunism, and drive the Yanqui out.

Wle promise that if we do this, our political prisoners will be

released, repression will end, and we will b& free and independent.

LONG LIVE PUERTO RICO LIBRE!

PROE THE FOUR PUERTO RICAN NATIONALISTS!

END GRAND JURY REPRESSION!? '

LONG LIVE PUERTO RICAN AN CHICANO LEXICANO UNITY! -
LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF OPPRESSED PEOPLES IN THE U.S!
LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE NORTH AIERICAN LEFT AND THE
WORKING CLASSE’

>
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