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Why. we say . ..

fear the prisons

by TOM SOTO

The following article was written by Tom Soto of the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee, Tom was in Attica during
the rebellion as a representative of the PSC at the pris-
oners’ request, Since that time he has written and spoken
extensively on the events at Attica (see PSC newsletters
1 and 2)., The article below expresses the position of the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee on prisons, political pris-
oners and the whole question of the U,S, system of con-
centration camps for t&le*p(lor and oppressed,

Prisons are concentration camps for the workers and
oppressed peoples. What does this mean? And how do we
draw such a conclusion?

" First of all, let us investigate the class and national
character of the prisons. It is common knowledge that
99 percent of all those incarcerated are poor, working
clasg people; less than 1 percent are rich. Second,85

. porcent of all the prisoners in american jails are non-
white peoples—=Black, Puerto Rican, Chicano, etc. Why
1s there such a stupendous imbalance with respect to the
racial (national) composition of the prisons? This is so
because within the confines of what are called the ‘‘United
States”® there does not exist ‘‘one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,”” but there
exist several nations.

It is an objective deducible fact that there exists within
the U.S, a privileged white oppressor nation dominated by
the rich capitalist ruling class through its exclusive or-
ganization, the state apparatus (federal, state, and city
governments). In addition, there are several oppressed
nations and national minorities —the Black nation, the
Chicano natlon, the Puerto Rican nation, and others.

Thege oppressed nations in actuality are internal col-
onies of the imperialist system which also super-exploits
the South Vietnamese, the Dominican, the Congo Kinshasan
peoples and generally the people of Asia, Africa, and Latin
America who are under the yoke of imperialism. Of course
the workers within the imperialist white nation are also
exploited and oppressed, but not with the same degree of
intensity, and certainly the people of the white community
aﬁi not faced with fascist, racist terror as a normal way
of life,

In addition, it would be objectively incorrect to conclude
that every whiteperson oppresses every non-white person.
What objective conditions show is that the workers of all
nationalities, which include the oppressed peoples (oppressed
nations), are all exploited by the banks, corporations,
bosses, landlords, and factory farms, that is, the capitalist
ruling class. The instrument or organization which they use
to enforce and legalize their exploitation of the poor is
the government,

At their disposal they have a fascist, frame-up, kan-
garoo court system and bodies of armed men (the police
and military) to terrorize and eliminate those who would
oppose their ‘‘law and order.”” Therefore, when we analyze
the nature and character of the prisons, we must first
take note of whose prisons they are,

Are they the prisons of the workers? Are they the
prisons of the oppressed peoples? Certainly not! They
are the prisons of the rich, the capitalist class.

We live under an economic system that from its
inception, two hundred years ago, has never provided
full and equal employment! There has always been and
will always be under this present system (capitalism)
large masses of people with no means of livelihood,

The reason for this is that in order for the bosses
to maintain and increase their level of profit, which they
make from exploiting the working people, they must keep
the wages of the workers as low as possible,
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Attica ex-inmate

explains rebellion

“We knew we were right”’

The following I8 an extensive excerpt of an
imerview with Tom W,. who was an inmafe i
Aftick for almost fwo yedrs, He s correnrly
OuE on parale. f

L] L] L

PSCi Attica 18 ovor 8BS peroant Black and Poero
Rican, Can you describa the condirions ar
raciam they Uve under?

Look at some of the jobo insids the prissn
and look at the jobs up front where Ir's
clean. Like clerk jobs, where you're a=
round viattnrs, not just prisoners’ relatives,
where you'd be noticed, Moo of Lhese Jobs
are given to Hlacks; they're all for whirtes
wha have money, sand own thelr own white
ahirts and pressed pants. People who ean’t
afford their own clothing to look half=way
pressntable, are given the metal shop jobs.
MNinaty percent of the menworkingthere xre
Black and Puerto Rican,

Everything in the yvard (s segregated;
bacauns the hicks swant it thet way, They
want canflict among the nmates, to Eeep
inmares ar sach other's throats, so they
won't gt together, But recently the lnmates
nave baen coming '[I,'.lﬁ!'l_h.'l" hialding clasmes,
finding out why they're in prison, and boe-
coming politically conscious,

Tomi

i+ Could you explain how this consglousneas
is developing?

Tam: They'rs hacoming awars of the way they'ra

mads (0 work in chass milis, gering only &

dime a day, while the state is making mil-

liona off their labor,

You were in the cell pexx 1o Sam Melville,
What wao he like?
Sam was & great guy. He was creared bad
for hig polirical [thogughts and | because of
what he was In {ox, Thay tried to keep him
pegregaled from sveryons s=lss, by purting
him in kesp-lock, Thev'd get him for re=
fuslng to work bescauss his handa were
P?ﬁ‘ld, but they wouldn't do anything far
him. They"d lock him up for baving books
In his cell, even books that had gone through
e e,

How did you and the cther priscnérs ERSw
abour the Prisonsrs Solidaricy Comeltes?
Fam had informed ua of thé PSU and of othar
Eroups who were fighting cwmelds for us,
Wa weoere lucky oné day to catch pamt of &
program on the radio with meambers of the
PSC, A at numbar of guys in the place
heard it and that's all they talked about
during lunch. Some of them couldn’tbeliave
it. They didn"t know what it meant, 8o they'd

| 2 [

Tom:

Pal

Tom:

come and ask pome of us, It waan't long
after that groupe started forming,
I the yard we'd have educationals, A
couple of & wars [saching law, There was
a food collective, whers guys would pur
monay E to gat food., If sEomeones got
lncksd up, wa'd protect him after he got
locked up, We ghowed 3 lot of love for our
brothers, We sfarted our own library, of
books guys had sant our for, sn we didn‘t
have to use the prison library,
PSC: How did the racist murder of George Jack-
son affect everyhody?
When we fo ot that George Jackson was
murdared |we knaw that he died forfighting
back—for no other reRacn, He wis apotted
out, just 1ke Sam Melville, and got gunned
down. He was fighting; he waa right; and they
knew he was right, When he was accused of
killing this cop In the prison — the state had
no case —the defendant had a good case, that
the state kriew— &0 they exterminated him
—we knew that guards are pald off tomur-
dnrljrrimmrl that they want to get rid of.
g knew that Ceorge Jackson was mur-
dersd: we knaw It for the simple resscon
that we lived intha same kind of environmeant
he did, | know rthere"s nobody who would take
a chance of busting out — maybe aneak out on
o truck or something but an far ascrying
shoot your way out — there's noway todoit,
The hacks on the towers have machine guna,
It wasone big conspiracy to gun him down,
There wers desp feclings about this In
Atrica, among sverybody — whites, Blacks,
and Puerto Ricane. They wanied 1o hear the
truth on the radio.

PSC: What action did the prisoners taioe around
George Jackson's death?

Tom: We got together to show our suppart for
what Ceorge Jackeon was fi for, We
knaw he was fighting for the m of all
prisonera, |ustice inthe courts, and the feel-
ings were stroog. We had a day that we se-
Iscond tn hin me . whare we went {nto the
maas hall and hod @ peacaful demonstration,
Evaryons wag 4.}:1‘“ . thare was complats
quist, and they 't plek up any food, Abous
05 percent of rhe group, from the whole
prigon populstion went down with ve,

| Qs

PSC; What led to the rabellion at Armica?
Tom: Magurally, prison conditions by them-
palves wers snobgh to cause 8 war, if not 2
reballion, We wers in the proceas of going
through the courts, with & petition and a man-
eato of demands. Everything was turned
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Sharean of Auburn b reveals Attica terror

Following is an inperview wich Sharean Justices
Tel=atir hiem. Sharean 18 obe of the Auburn 6,
& group of six Black prisoners who were frameid
up afrer the rebellion &t Auburn. prisomn last
Movember 4, Afper spending several monthe
inths = houging unitat Auburn and in esgre=
g;i:m, rean was cransferred (o Artics and was
there during the uprising In September, He was
recantly balled out by the Prisonera Solldarity
Commitpes after having opant five years in MNew
York's :tm:u-r:r.l:tun ::.lmp q;num.

PSC: Whan did wou [irst become awire of the
Priscners Solidarity Committee?
SHAREAN: The ascond time | want to court was
the frsr time | found ow about the Priscners
sJolldarity Commiress, They were demonstrating
ouaide of the courtroom. When they (the guards)
brought us sround In a van, [ sawthe red banneTs
— It was totally beautiful. It Just mads me fesl
stronger. [ felt like | was just obligated to
B It Our SUPPOTIETE,

ot really made it beautiful to me was how
the comrades spoke out in court when the judge
denied us dus process of law, The P50 comrades
would get up and rell the judge, "“This (8 wrong:
why don’t you disqualify yourself,’” etc. I have
never had an experience llke that before, |
figured [ would go to courr and be rallroadsd.
Bur this really inspired me. It was 8o nE
to know the comradea wers behind us In chaz
remofe area, (Auburn prison s in a amall town
in upstate Mew York-ed.)

PSC: You were brugally beaten and tearguswed
in Auburn after the PSC a busload of

Telapives 0 vielr last April. Could you tell us
about that?

=
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m&mumeﬁm prisoners.

down,. and we weren't even sccemed in thess
courts bécauses of our backrounds, stc, We
knew we couldn®t win, but we just kept fight-
ing. A lotof our papers, stc., wars balng torn
up and thrown away— they never got to their
destirations, Letters to governors, dEsem-
blymen, and penitors —weren't aven leav-
ing the |olnt— they were belng thrown away,
Ome man who alksd o & newspaper re-=
rter was locked up in his cell for 30 days,
Bis man wag sentenced o life—and wil}
probably spend the rest of his life in pries-
on, He knows that he hasto fight for change
because he has to live In thar place, When
work ges happensd in the metal shop,
they'd plck out 10 or 30 and ahip them
down (o another plice, reanon | think g
happaned now—an all out rebellion—wan
that the guys in there knew we were heing
backed —apd we koew we were. right,

SHAREAN: On April 18, the plg came over to my
cull and sald [ had & wisltor, 1 dreseed and
went down to sce my two alsters, | told them that
the plge Lad only given us one hour and T didn®
agres with that use 1 hadn"t seen my sisters
in quite a long time. 50 (when the time was op)
I went out:.to speak to the lsutenant, | explained
to him that [ hadn't seen my aisters in years and
thet | would llks & ligle more time, He said,
Lewln (Sharean's slave pname (8 Michas] Lewis—
ed.), we can't do anything abou it. | told him |
wadn't golng to leave. He sald,"Lewls, visiring
hours are up*

S0 | sald 1 wanted ro say gobd-bye to my
alsters, As | turned this lieutenant grabbed me
around the neck and they had ambowm 15 officers
grab me and throw me on the ground, They put
shacklss ofi my ankles, a restraining belt and
handcuffs and they began punching and kicking me.
As this was going on they were saying, " Why
don™t you report this o the federal judge ™" (The
Auburn 6 were suing the for brutality In

| faderal court-ed.) Then they carried me up o seg-

regation; they maced me, punched me, and threw
me in & cell. About two hours later they took me
back to my regular cell. [toldthem | wasn't going
to lock In uncdl | sew the warden amd got an ax-
planation of why | wasn't able (o have & decem
viait with my aister."

TEARGASSED FOR 17 HOURS

They sald, ""Lewls, If you don® lock in we
have wayp of purting you In rhere."” Then the
sergeant opensd up the gate in back of segre=
gation and threw & tear gas grenade In, It ex-
ploded. | mrisd to get the firstonshs threw, The
gscond one he threw T grahbed ro throw down the

-Tear the
prisons down

(Continued from PSC=1)

To do this, the capltalista deliberately create
labor force of unemployed workers.
of people svallable o work,

toilet, but it axploded 1n my face. The gan Was 80
viclous | had to run into my cell to gat away from
the smoke. Thon they threw a grenade through my
ventilamr so the tear ges was coming from both
sldes am! there wan no place [ eould go. [ had a
towel arcund my face but [ could bardly breathe,
| trisd to holler owt and ask the other brothers how
tl':ﬂy wers, hut | eouldn®r say anything. [laid thare
N mdtﬁurennm floor for 17 hours. T believe
their intentlon was oo kil me.

PSC: Would you describe what It was like In

Atrica during the rebellion?
SHAREAN: Weall, 1 was taking & shower ons day,
ir wam Sepgamber O, All of & suddsn, | heard the

escape whistle blowing, so | figured somebody
made a dash for liberation. As time went on, |
found out that the inmates had selzed the major!
of the concentration camp. And I said *'Right onl™
to that] The pigs cut off the radis so that in
neg n we couldn’t get news of the rebellion,
Threfq.::twplly:d continuons musle.

5r|. the morning of the 13th, [ was watching out
my window and saw abow 200 state troopeTs gnm
around the bend In back of seg They
ahotguns acrosas their chests and they were laugh-
ing and joking. | assumed they had already gocten
LR e ejoyod b ApparsmiEy b shIOE e peoEie
Just overjoved at the oppo tos peop
down, About five minutes later, [ heard a National
Guard helicopter smartr warming up its motor
outilde the wall,

About five minutes later the helicoprer lefrthe
ground snd began to cirele. Then [ didn"t see it
any more. But T assumed it wentdownto D Block.
Then [ beard & 1ot of gunfire and [ could hear very
clearly another helicopter announcing, ‘‘Sur-
render with your hands over your head, you will
not be barmed,”™ over and over, ([ heard lateT on
that st that time they were just beating pecple
to death while they were saying, “you will not be
harmed.")

WITNESSED ATTICA BEATINGS

A little while efter that, 1 heardrhatthey wers
golng to bring Inmates uptosegregition. The guva
had to walk from D Rlock all the way over oo the
receiving cemeT (which is segregaclin) In the
nude. The pige all grabbed their sticks and lined
up on' the staliresl] leading up io segregation, |
heard the firee individualthey brought up bollering
g | heard & lopof aticks coming inte contact with
the body. T found it somewhat hard to contral the
impiilses of my emotions,

| could hear the pigs downatairs say ‘‘run**
Then the inmate had o run up the stairs with
their hands behind thelr bead, In the nude. And
the polics would siar besating them. They would
knock them down the stalrs and the brothers
would have to get up and gorightthrough it again.
I heard the pigns Bay, "Come on, nigger, get up
there, get up there.” It wis lntenalfying. The
piga were totally savage. All that day | heard
them bringing inmates up, "*We got anocther one
coming,” they would yell and all line up, When

SHAREAN JUSTICE TEL-STAR HIEM

they finally began to bring the inmates into the
north side, whare [ was, | could ses the brothers

is they went past my call.

| recognized the volces of & few comrades |
knew hollering, ““Stop, -_.:nu'u killing me.™ And
the pig would say "'You're not dead vegl”® They

would say, ""Black {8 beauriful, especially when
hiood is running out of 1ti**

At this time they brought an inmate down
whose hand was hanging off. He also had shot-
gun pellets in his aye. He was laying on the floor
of his celli 1 could sew blood dripping out of hie
call maxt to mina, He told me he wasl shat but
didn't want to go to the hospital, '"They're gonna
kill m= on the way and say that | died from thess
wounds." | sald, ""You're losing a lot of hlood,
brother, Your best bet ls to go to the hospital,”
He sald, "I realize that brother, but |:know
thev're gonna kill me on the way, | don’t mind
dying for the cause, man, bur I don’t want to die
when | can’t defend myeslf,*

He finally agree to go. | called the pige, but
bafors they took him sway [ sald, "Listen, T
remember your face, your face, your face, | re-
mamber sverybodv's [ace here, This man s not
critically  wounded, He"s not gonna die, [ wani
you to get him to the hospical skfely. | am & wii=
neny fhef the man Ly Uving aod | get o in
:-inmmh-r-].-:m know what | meann | dan’t know
what happened o the brother, but [ listeaned to the
radio and arthartime | didn®t hear thar e had disd,

THE STRUGGLE INTENSIFYING

PSC: How do you rhink the prisoners feel abois the
rebellion now?

SHAREAN: The brothers don’r regres whar hap=
pened, They regreited that & lofof comrades were
assasninated, but they did not regrerthe education
that the uprising gave the people on the outaide,
It abowed the people how the fascilst system |s,
what Hockefeller or any branch of the government
would do In cases (ke this, | belleve the people
learned a whele lot from the Attica rebellion,
And | mincerely belleve that the Attlea rebelllon
will definirely Imtensify the struggle inthe con-

centration campe everywhere,

Fimally, I'd just like o may, right an to the
struggle, Freedom will be gurs in VEIY DEAT
future, And | will be doingeveryrhing lnmy power
1o mee to i,
Power to the peopls!
of the oppressed national

The masses of une who conaist of
the Black, Puerto Rican, na, and poor white
pecples, are forced bocauss of

EEmEEEREERELEEE

thelr tng
noverty o commic crimes of survival., We do
not support or condone robbery, muggings, black-
mail, fraud, prostitution, or any other anti-

know that if every man and
woman had an education and @ job with pay
sufficlant o meat the muterial needs of food,
clothing, and shelter, there would be no basis
for crimes and all people could be ¥
members of society. Therefore, the of those
in the jalls of the capimalist class
o commit thelr so-called crimes.

|

were forced

They are in effoct prisonexrs of a political syeterm
which does not offer them any legal way to survive.
That is why wo say that all prisoners are polit-
ical prisonsra.

(Continuad an PSC—4)
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The Prisoners Solidarity Committee
is urgently in need of funds, both for
our continued support of all pri-
soners and for the Relatives’ Trans-
portation Fund, Please send dona-
tions to: Prisoners Solidarity Com=
mittee, 58 West 25 St., NYC,

Anyone wishing to help inthe work of
the PSC should also contact us at
the following chapters:

What
the PSC

does

by JOHN DIAZ

After the Auburn Prison rebellion last Novem-
ber 4, many of the brothers who were being held
in cegregation as punighmant for the rebellion
there wrote scores of letters to a let of different
organizations asking for help in exposing the
brutal, inhuman treatment they were receiving,
and requesting support for the struggle they were
waging against the fascist prison system. Youth
Against War & Fascism was the only organization
that responded to the brothers® cries for help.
Recognizing the need for a special group o work
around the question of prisong, we formed the
Prigoners Solidarity Committee, which includes
prisoners and their relatives and has branches in
many cities around the country.

Since its formation, the PSC has helped a great
many people in a lot of different ways, and cone-
tinues to do so today. For example, we help with
legal aid: we send packages to the prisoners when=
ever we can; through lawyers we stay in contact
with those incarcerated in concentration camps
throughout the country; we keep the brothers and
sisters informed on what’s happening on the out-
side; we send them literature whenever possible;
we mobilize people to show support for them when
they go to court; we organize protests and demon-
strations against the bruial, repressive and op=-
pressive penal system; we try to mobilize support
for the demands they make and the rights they
are supposed to have; we help them get jobs when
they are released; we raise funds for bail; and
we provide transportation so that their relatives
can visit them,

Our activities began around the case of the
Auburn 6. These six brothers were pickedoutand
charged with being the leaders of the rebellion at
Auburn Concentration Camp. The racist authori-

(Continued from PSC-3)

If the poor, by the1r material needs, are forced
to commit ‘““crimes’ to survive, should they be
tried by the same capitalist parasites who force
them to commit ‘‘crimes’’ to begin with? Do the
bosses have the right to put the workerson trial?
Does the ruling capitalist class have the right to
try the poor for rebelling against exploitationand
injustice? Does the oppressor have the right to
try the oppressed? Certainly not!!! Then whatis the
solution to the so-called problem of the prisons?

Is the solution to incarcerate the poor, throw
them into concentration camps, to be beaten,

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
939 Main Street (716) 882-1112

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
69 Rohr Street

Help the PSC help the prisoners

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANNA
1024 Jackson Street

CLEVELAND, OHIO

Box 2576, East Cleveland (216) 231-8456

ties have been trying to use these brothers as
examples of what they’ll do to the other prisoners
if they don’t stay in their place, Two of these
brothers recently became eligible for bail and
thanks to the untiring efforts of the Prisoners
Solidarity Committee, Hassan and Sharean are
now out on bail,

TRANSPORTATION FUND

Since last winter, when we mobilized hundreds
of people to demonstrate, time after time, in
Auburn, N.Y., for the prisoners, our activ-
ities have become known to prisoners throughout
the state and in many parts of the country. And
when the Attica uprising occurred, the prisoners
requested that the PSC be there to speak in their
behalf.

One of the most pressing problems for pris-
oners and their families is the problem of rela-
tives getting to see theirloved ones inthe prisons,
For this reason, the PSC has made transportation
for relatives to various prisons one of its primary
activities, Many relatives are not able to see
their loved oneg for months and sometimes years
at a time because they are too poor to make the
long trip.

The fact is that the rulingclass inthis country
has deliberately built the so-called prisons (which
are nothing mora than concentration camps for
the poor) far from the populated areas., This is
done in order to isclate the struggling brothers
and sisters, who are prisoners in this society
because of circumstances forced upon them by
the capitalist system of oppression and ex=
ploitation.

The Prisoners Sclidarity Committee not only
unconditionally supported the demands of the
brothers in Auburn and Attica, but at the same
time we raised money to eharter buses to_take
relatives to sec their loved ones. Immediately
after the Attica massacre, when many relatives
did not know if their people were dead or alive, the
PSC took a busload of relatives to the prison. At
times when we don’t have enough money to charter
a bus (which costs between $450and $500), we use
our own cars for transportation.

The problem of transportation for relatives is
particularly pressing because all the brothers and
sisters confined in these concentrationcampsgare
poor. Their families don’t even have the money to
supply them with proper legal aid, nor to send them
packages, let alone visit them hundreds of miles
away. And when they somehow do manage to visit,
the people face the racist harassment of the prison
officials, who make them wait hours before the
prisoner is brought down— if he or she is brought
down at all.

I have experienced all of these hassles myself
because my father recently got out of prisonafter

spending nine years of his life incarcerated.

During those nine long years, I think Ivisited him

gassed, maced, forced to work at 25 cents a day,
execute them as they did in Attica, Dade County,
or San Quentin? Is the answer to put them in
the box (solitary confinement), suspend their
visiting privileges, raise their commissary prices
(in those prisons where there are commissaries),
transfer them to “‘institutions for the criminally
insane’’ like Dannemora State Hospital, the worst
of all concentration camps in New York State?
The answer again is nol

There is only one solution, and that is to tear
the prisons down, and free all the brothers and
sisters from the hands of the greedy rich and
their fascist stoogesl! We say, the workers and
oppressed people are the only ones who have
the right and capability to truly rehabilitate the
so-called criminals., The capitalist class, the
oppressor nation has no right to try anyone.
On the contrary, it is the working people who will
ultimately try these parasites! If we were to take
the position of other political tendencies, such as
the sp-called Communist Party, that only certain

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK
120 Dell Street (315) 4745551
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less than eight times and, needless to say, it
wasn’t because | didn’t want to. But I have also
seen this terrible haragsment of relatives on many
trips organized by the PSC, Yet, inspite of all the
hassles, the prison officials can’t take away the
happiness felt in a mother’s heart to be able to see

her son, or in a wife’s heart tobe able to see her

husband, after not being able to see them for
months, or sometimes years. It really made me
feel good to see how happy the relatives are to be
able to visit their loved ones.

Thanks to the many friends who have donated
funds, the Prisoners Solidarity Committee has
been able to take relatives to Attica, Auburn, Com-
stock, and Green Haven prisons. Another trip to
Attica is now being planned for the first week in
November. A chartered bus to Clinton is also
being planned for some time late in November,

There are brothers and sisters incarcerated
in the concentration camps who need help in so
many ways. The Prisoners Solidarity Committee
will try to aid them and their families in every
way possible, As long as these so-called prisons
exist, the PSC will be around to help the poor
people incarcerated, and eventually the PSC will
be instrumental in either tearing down these
prisons, or using them to incarcerate the real
criminals in this society.

Relatives of Auburn prisoners.,
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-Tear the
prisons down

prisoners who are in jail solely for their political
activities should be released, then in effect we
would be saying that the Rockefellers, the Ken-
hedys, the DuPonts, the Mellons, and:thé rest of
the capitalist class, have a right to incarcerate
the poor for crimes of survival, and we would be
legitimizing the dehumanization of the rest of the
brothers and sisters.

We will not give anyone up to the capitalist
class, We will never legitimize the ruthless
oppression meted out to the poor in the concen-
tration camps., The poor and oppressed every-
where are struggling to take control of their own
destinies. They are challenging the most repres-
sive institutions of this society, often from inside
the walls of the hellholes called prisons. The PSC
stands in solidarity with these brothers and
sisters, fighting the same enemy and determined
to win,

All prisoners are political prisoners!
Tear the prisons downl
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