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Attica the movie, was a community respoise to the developing
situation of the prison in N1l'‘new york. Other activists took
intiative to challenge the heinous murder by the state, one
example was the weather underground who set a bomb off in a
‘Prison -buerarecy office, At the time many towns had a vibrant
indepent press that would inform hippies,fists,straights & the
countless others who rode the fence. Herein are samples of the
underground press's cry for justice. The film was completed a
while after the uprising and had a small tour thru theatres
across the united states. The producers though,were harassed
by the fbi,ensuring then the film was a limited run. It had
fallen into obscurity until the 1990's when it was put onto
video tape. By the late 90's a new production calling itself
Attica was made, around the same time a court case granting
surviveing inmates and their families a token sum of money.
Conditions of course did not improve infact in man yways worsen.

-pFisons are increasingly a hot issue since the 70 *s. Thea
mainstream have not comprehended that lock up is the tactict
used to cover the harmful policies played by -war, poverty,
and ordering reality with divide and conquer approaches.

S R R S S D R O R SR T SRR AR

some of the papers used

The Black Panther
Borrowed Times
Lo$ ANGELES FREE PRESS
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issues of this and related topics are documented in
microfilm and are availble at some libraries(ucb,berkedey main
and san fran main) if people are intrested in researching these
themes of the movement, or if they want to explore the hard and
real impacts of prisons today, they are welcome to submit materials
to slingshot newspaper whose next issue will be laid out mid-
september.
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Rockefeller d:r‘ected State Troops.
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gression of our; stmggle ‘
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L most bmial atrocities of the Nizon- F.ockefeller Reg‘tme
during this paSt year in the U.S. was, of course, the Massacre at Attica

thei world vecdiled in shock and anger at this wholes
prisoners and) guards and\!he wounding of countles& olhers by Nixdn-

prisoners. Even this old
the slain guards knew i
that had riddled|the bodies of the prisoners had taken the lives of the guards,
e fact that Bobby Seale, Ci
Panther Party, had tried to carry out the negot:atzons in behalf of the prison-
had been barred from ré-entering th
dayiof the Mas &cre Ina Pet)ple § Tribunal-in October, the People exposed !
the  facts abnuti his, as well ds other lies the State had'told. The State even :
~arm lactics| in atlempts to ‘make all kose that were in- |

The State’s nlnolence at Attzca awakened many peoplé.
clearly than eve before, the barbarous cruelty, the injustive of the American :
Prison Systemi was reveaIed Along with this new ins ght came a rise in

of conscipusness, and concern among the peopIF in the commumity :
“for ail pr:sone-fd The spirit a:ndthe idea of Freedom for
at Altica, If. anyfhmg, it sparked a larger movement, a’

News Servioe, the followmg arhcle was printed, Perhap
¢ evenls would gwe us a fmrﬂe of reference for the €

‘;1

on September 13, J.‘??I Peoplg around

ale slaughter of 42

t e State tried to hr,de its murderous a;té by exhuming the E ‘
‘murdered guards, This was done in

opes of placing the
ivide-and- conguer
t the same bullets

ivman of the Black :

prison on the very :

The State failed, there, too, hoiwever.

?PeopZe saw tliraugh the swmiokescreen and they recogn zed the prizoters’ . :

For many, more -

Il was nat quelled :
mngef resolve on :

| more concentveated eﬁ'o1lt to transform this
. inlo one ere bars and chains, e¢
ractsm are merély part of thelhzstory of a dark past. | 1

omic slauery and

| :
of the Black Pant er[ntercommtmal :
redzew of these :

They say violence empted on Thurs-
day,. rprembcr 9th at Attlca BHrate
Prison|in'New York, whennearly 2,000

men wrestéd conu'él‘of the facility from
the hm’xda of State officiale and p lson[
adminiatrators. With this as ast g

il o i

;_."3 point and basls for ‘action?’] ‘Gover- *
'i{_nor Nélson Ro:kefeller of Nerw ork
& and U.S President Ricnard M, Nixon

orderéd and had {mplcme:nted the put-
_right murder the masaacre of at
50 persorm, four daﬂra larer. Viol

o
i t- =

ast_

. cells, the secret

T t
i
il .

did not eTupt fat:
9th. The brutal beatings| the igolations

urdera, the overall’

inkumane conditlohe i)ezpeu'éted by the

prison administr tion, {the State and-
_Feders.l go;ernm s h

emsred for

scme time, For one group of men -
the .State - to cl theé right 1o kill .
or or_herwiae dea oy the lives of bther

&

FY W rasnerrsapanrninans :

" mates theré, was a human Tesponse g~

. that by capturing control of; the prison

" make 1t clear tharthey no longer wished:.

- thelx own, I “The c:apturlng of guards was

inuation and pro-

ttdca on September |

1
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. R i B B R ol
The selzure bf the Attica State plrison‘ ;
by those it teld by force, by the. in- "

the violence and suffp_ring he brothers -
had long endired, When'in & quick and
- _organized, united move thoge broLhera .
declared in action that they ‘would take Vel
authority over their lives, they stated- i ’

and arresting appro:dmately 38 of the '.
institution’s guards they iwished to:

to be conﬂned lﬂceanlmals nortreared
like animals,’ Their | was not to; I
control the prison w the degree where” .
“they would confine others, ¢onfine r.hosj
‘who had dealtthem sux:h terrible blows;
but to sifmply go free, 1ive. like human”.,
-.beingsg, o{mside the’ pnson ‘'walls - and
for those!who would, td ,even leave fthe
couniry to go to one where. they oould
be treated and respond toiothers as
human belngs. Their goal was not to.
take any ; lives but to save lives. l

a move Ly exchange lives - theirs for;
the guards’ - for they presumed rhar.
America placed value on human Hves -

diarlncﬂy lear: . **The ‘entire incldent

"that hes erupted here at fmica 1 not
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“out after the pri
. by attack, saidithar he was given #:i -
al

“tectdng! life, even lénd
c

-, ment of the count)

Aﬂer,Ta' brief first visit,

CHAIRMAN BOBBY SEAJE
© he was never allowed in again,

“MASSAC

AT ATTIC A

CNTLNUED "‘RONF LAST PAGE
One guard, Phillip 'Warkins who ca.me
wag re-cap

arettes when l:heré were few, med

. attention when needed and, ““Whenthey

ate hot. meala, we I{ad hot fmeals;
they had sandwiches, =so.did
had marresses” - but. they
The brothers were prese

able circumstan g of Qswald's
structed refusal :é. gua.r/intee no| re-
prisals or to.talk of nesty, O fj}ee—
dom from confinemen 'I‘he'bro ers
even implored the 'St e, the govern-
-0 -congider; .all
the livés - of both ates and guards,
On September Hth, the brothers ‘lsqwed
this stateme-nti ithis regaxd: */
the People, her ypresent 1o r.he
minlstration o cldls of Ardca ! or{,—
rectional Facility: That ‘we dre trying
humane to the officers,
-can Lmder the exis ng,
ave

s necesaa.zy to remov an
reasona we de—

8 godatmg reache

néither were the liveal of the guards,
‘who " were . gmm down ke the In-
_ mates; by police bu}]eua “The guards
rbe.m.selvee al

Early on Sau.ujday evening (Septem-

th), at the brotﬁers’ Trequest,
Chalrman Bobby
prison, represenfing th
ittee of the Back anther Party,
fter a short and verwlPelmineg warm
meenng with the brothers, he left the
prison with the
turn after cons

Central Com-

tarion! with the Party

Cenrral Comminee regarding the ne-_

gotative guldante - Party could
offer, The mnext|mo ing, Chairman
‘Bobby was “g'ree ed"” ag the prison gate
by Oswald, who demnanded the Chairman-
discuss wlth him{his agreements with
the brothers, He:demeanded and triedto
invoke the Cha.u' an’s sgreement that
‘the Party Would ¢ mpromise, or other-
wise betray the b others, Whet Chair-

man ‘Bobby emphatically stated he would .

compromise neither their demands,
nor the lves of the beaumfu] broLhers
inglde and repestedly: reminded Oswald
that the inrhates‘}iad promised no harm
WOuld come  th guards until the ne-

is return - Oswald
the Chauman re-

was all pen gI
ahsolutely deni
enu'y to che prlso

!

The lives of t‘h’e inmates wag cer-

g

vmh the in.matea

‘nesty. wag the Only Ba]vadOn

‘Seale|arrived at the

romise he would re- -

an impasse - which’

r)

uZl guard My Lat wag | on]y one-
dred or-so-odd men; we're golngto
ehd up with 1500 men (deed) here, i
hings dop't go right,’* Another guard -
ingide, one day beiore the vicious police’.
-attack, spoke words expressing’ the
feelings of thé other guards inglde..
Sergeant Edward T, Cunmngham 8’53

year old WW Ii Army Sgt. With a

purple heart and bronze star, gald am-
“'Any-,
thing .short of this s Just a3 good as.
dropping dead,” The next day, he too!
was murdered by police bu e{e. That ;
was the answer the State gav! 5m ’for

his understa.nd{ng plea. ;n-.:". g

i

Wkile the vaiat majgﬂty of pedple
were more concerned: with saving life

“ than face, Nelson Rockefeller and Riq:
chard Nixon and Oswald plotted the viz !
clous course- that would .leave over )

50 dead at Attica, When 1mporruned
that he be present to aid iy a pea'ce--

. ful settlement of.the issues, Rocke--

feller refused wcome, saying, ‘I am:

“in full”support of the Commissioner’s:

actions and 1 will coéntinle.to help,‘

in direct-communication with hiv, in. 7,
his untiring efforts l:d ach1eve a peace-: = Yol
ful’ solurion '

e

And, while human be{ngs were jJ:yin-
Ing together in Tesponge to the human
cries of the- lumstes, Nixon was ¢on<,

. sulting with Rockefeller wlth Qawald, ,
and so on, delivering the dedth ordergi. ;

8 well as guards and inmates coming.

to understand something of the namure -

of each other, the brothers inside

were breaking all the rreacherously

divisionary, phoney barriers that have'

- separated races.of people in America .

for so, long, in commoen underatanding.
of the State’s oppression and the right
of all human beinge to be free. One
of the. white inmates,
gomery, born and raised in the gmall;,
Southern town of Hamlet, North Ca.ro-n
lina, spoke clearly to .thls, as, n hie’

_native drawl he said, "Man, Lheres

pecple in here we treated like, dogs
down home...bult_; I want everyone to!'
know we gon' s ck togethiet, we gon””
‘get what we want,: or we gon' die tos
ger_her. J've learned so much Lhat if1-
get out of this, I went a plane dcket

The horrendous end to. this'ma

" ficent strike.for freedom and h
‘dignlty camie ‘on Septembex 13, 1971
with police helicopters ﬂring tear' gma1 -

onto the yard full of people; and then'
the invasion of the 1,700 police t:ro!opa |
armed with the machine guns, the

_and the plstols, No persopon the yard' :
‘was' gafe from the’ {nvaders Oswald,
had-lled - he had not Xept his promise .

Blease Mont-. >

out of r_hie coum:ry " b

.

T

f
)
T

\

of more dme to discusg his u]t:lma-

. Arﬂm 1o those inside Yo restore "order" ‘
‘_and to glveup l;he hoﬂta.gm anclha L

CONTINUED ON NEXT" PAGE - - i

3

x\ '\_




‘ shtnng the throats. ch
" {later that figure was changed by

T‘HE BL.\Ck PANTHER, Samnow JANUARY B, 1972, PAGE 10

MASSACRE

OSWALD: My
and laler, *’. I’d do it agam ¢

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE:

-lied’ algain -when he|said the . very
reagon he carried o J hig instruction
to” attack ' was becnu e the brothers
inslde; had been see by helicopter,

Os-
wald’g _assistant, Houlihan, to “two
guards) .- : .
BurJ the whi: Pwash this ‘time was
unsuccessful, For although the people,
pa.rnc arly Bladk people whoknow the
lymg,| V\cfou_§
power, structure, did not behe'.‘e Rocke-
fellerL § and Oswald’s lies, thc’;cold and

concr

port, ‘State officials didn’t have to lie

" aboyt- LHemeLhers in there; they felt,
no one.'would care, ‘They admitted =

[]
_readily to those murders, But when

" Monroe" County (New York) Medical

Exammer John F. Edland, gave his

- Teport’ rega.rdmg the condition of the

'ﬁ'.

e

Y

boches of the guards, the lies and the

fact of out-right murder on the part

of <he’ State could not be denied. Dr,
Edland, at a press conference, told the
" American pebple that no gua.rd's throat
had been slit, ""They all died of gun~
shot wounds,””, Many cou.ld not belleve

- iy, ‘uth e elaborated even further:

Cf. Lhe condirldn of the guards’ bodles,
- he sa:d, “Some were shot once, some
" as many as-five,

_and large calibre missles,”” He went

.On and -contradicrted Houllhan’s ‘sug- .
gestnn after the fnst,lu; wps emscd .

...........

VTR e

eight pguards.

racist nature of the'

bie evidence of mur'dér of the -
- massécre cafe in the corner’s re-

ten, [twelve times..._
with 'two- types of mlssles. buckshot -

in concern was with the safe!y of the hostages

ll
cap

that ‘possibly the inmates’
could have beén used tkill the guazgds,
and said emphat’ cally, ' "No™, ln answer
to the original gtatement that the guards
‘were killed prior to the artack and that
- the rigor mortis which had set into their

bodies proved this, Dr, Edland stated, .

‘Al died yesterday morning (Septem—

.'Aber 13th).” Regarding a report of cas-

.DR. JOHN F. EDLAND:
man. I call !:n'ngs as

tratioR of one -inmate (said 1o indi-
cate the inmates had acted like the

1
: “I am my oum
I'see them.,”

’ - i

M e O

Frasees

zIp guns ,

\ all of us.”’

’AI p POW\‘-R ’m THE P’EOP] E

. .

U.5. Army animals who
Eeaple of My Lai), Edl
no evidence of tha
s though respondin

assacred the;
said, “There
AR s} summa.ry,!

t1 am my own r;;an
s 1 see” them.

7 bodies in my office which is
han [-ever wént to see again i
Ida'y..'.I m us
ple tell me wLU find,”’

singly, brought into acold a.nd‘

the U),S, and oppressed people i

ying secrets that may, throughlquthy
nve.:ngation and discussion, rivea]

re-,
fined racists, the undercoverr;smsts
the defenders of the bourgemSle Lhelj
oppressors themselves to discuss and;
to disect. Thelr stories sha]lbe]aneq
in .our history. We shall say and knov'b;'
that a massscre occurred at Antita, A
massacre of our herolc brothers,:
|whose actlons of supreme courage on
those few days made men of us all,:
We shall not forget. We shall | bu_ry|

the men at Amc i an
;certainly their goals were! sc h
.a part of our. lives. pur very exisg ence
‘that it was our blood that was pam-
ifully shed; so much a part of u]s all
- that no mother or father or sister or
Jbrother of any of the men at Amcs1
‘ishall knéw a.pain as great as bur

.'\Bm we will not be-defeateq - wp are

‘not defeated, Wa will surely
their deaths were victories,
they died with' glory and di
as men, There will be songs and

in,| FOI’,{
auge’

iy

for the men &t Atrca, But,
names, and the thousands before them;
and the painfully countess numbey thaj
1shall surely follow, there shall be
People’s Victory. ,’

1
i
i

them, but not forget. For their indi--
! v1dua1 lives,

=

ems -
and writings and books and wozds jaid.
in !their:

[”\

to .the potential)’
threats he may receive from the State.
- for his disclosures, Dr, Ejlandsz‘ted*

and I call Lhmgsl_
T know is 1 ave

‘one’ ,-
to not finding what Peo- |

* Let us br:efly speak, then, oflwhat:.
- our beagriful brothers mcarceratled at-
} the Attica State Prison have drama-.
~ demonstrated, Their heroic:

1cal1y

E;“ h light the rbitter reality th.;u: isil.
mnnca, It is them we must pralse,!

g ey sealed a-bond of love a.rm:mg,t
_Fany who otherwise may have.never).

@l known each other, Black pevpleac oss!l

' .rhe]’
any communities of.the world shall|

[‘0[ ask why, nor seek to'find unhﬂr—:-

¥ (what ' rrzally took place at- At aon, )
9. September 13th, Wa shall leave tlLat to .
" [the liberal intellecruals, the

.

&
i

|
!
|

As for now, in the unknown n:amesi_'l
of vur fallen soldiers at Artica, we j

re-dedicate ourselves, our lives, rep' .

affirm our commitment to each other | |
to the long and -arduous Struggle Lhﬂlﬂ’
| shall lead us to that glorious victory,,
|

i In the words of one of our beaudjf
ful brothers, when asked his name, ;ﬂt,l
each of us say, “‘1 am Attca- |l |
3

~ Ty KRARES i
i
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. (continued from Cover)

Warden Oswald was quoled as saying
-the prisoners' behavior was not difterent
from their behsvior on Lhe streets where

several were convicied of mensleughter.
and murder, This is s slstement [rom
the mzn wha geve the direet order 1o
stast the massacre.

Rockefeller clsimed, “'The lragedy
wes brought on by the highly|organized,
revolutionery tuctles of thel militsnls
efforls al peaceful
frontstion,
cold-hlooded;,

who rejecled all
selllement, -forced the
snd carried ou
kitling ... " This isf the men whe
ordered lhe Attica. M cre,

The double talk, the_putrsight lies of
Rockefeler end Oswald po on snd on.

Officials Nrsl said the prisoners hsd
ne guns. When lhe medical exasminer
suid that all the  hoslages dies of

. Lreetment.

gun-shot wounds, officials claimed Lhe)'
found zip-guns. The coroncr sald none
of the wounds ceme [rom zip-guns.

Rockeleller hes since sel up his own |

commission lo  “Invesiipele”  what
heppened. The hezd of Lhe commission,
Robert E. Fischer, has publlcally
expressed his beliel In the cul-throsl
hoax. When & potitician Investigates his
own house with his own whores, the
result is a forgone conclusien

How -were lhe hosteges Lrested by
these crazed maniacs that Rockefeller
and Owwzld deemed Lo die? The
hostages themselves c¢laim  good
They were the MNrst given
food when they ran low on supplies
They ssid thal they were given fresh
elothing and slepl on mallresses while
the prisonecs slepl on the Noor. When
{ the prisoners beceme the guards they

i
hed the decency lo treal their hostages

| as they wished 10 be treated,
. Everyone sgrees thel amnesly wes the
demend that caused the breekdown In
one of
| the negotleloTs, believed there wes sl &

i negotisllons. Willism Kunstler,

chance to meke 2 breskthrough in

' negolistions, He belleves that the stlack
weS unnecessary. The lssue of amnesty
was tolelly unsccepteble Lo Rockeleller
and prison officisls. Rockefeller said he
wasn't suthorized under the constitution
to grant amnesly and even Il he was, he
wouldn't. The White House called
Rockefeller to let him know they
supperted hls declsion.

The ‘nsane perl of the amensty
question was lhet If officials had granted
the reforms when they were first
presenled, amensty would have nover
been & queslion. Atties didn' just occur

hed been presented months before and

rejected. However, afler hostages were
tsken, suthoritles agreed the demands
should be meL The lssue of safe passage
to; a non Imperlalistic  country was
ignored In  hegotistlons. The; Atlica
massscre  probably never uou'ld have
happened if 1Be other demsnds had been
met originally. At least not al Attlea
and at this[tlme. The prisons need

. redical change and reforms 2re not golng

to stop 1he rnge Inside 1helr welle

When Lhls: 1goes lo pm Attica’s gates
wil be c)osed. No reporiers wil be
instde. 1t will be the prison authorities
alone with thblr prisoners sgain. It takes
litlle imaginsilon to wonder what wili

be  hzppening Inside the pHson walls:

‘le you read this. They pre rtlll the

"Il\"lng dead’l BOB HARTLEY
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. The nalion!s press woke up Tuesday,
Septembér 14, to a nightmare. Nol to
the nightmare of desth st Allica and the
mschine that caused that death - that
was merely news. But to the nightmare
of 2 medical examiner who conlradicted
the hundreds of false blaring hesdlines
scresming of bloody killings, ssvege
convicls Laking . sadistlc pleasure In
cutllng Lhroats and sexually mutileting
thelr hosteges at Allica. He calmly told
the world the hostages dled from buliet
wounds in lh me period of Lime and
thal no one wis cestrated, The hesdlines
of the day before Tud been proven [alse!
. The queslion Is why? How did the
nation's news media, which is lzken as
objective, pure truth znd fect by middle
America, prinl lhe fantasy of Atlica?
How meny times before has W printed
pute [Bntasy end not been caught?

No rteporters seluilly ssw any of the
Allica killings. They were nol allowed
‘o examine bodies or interview prisoners
belore or afler the massacre. They were
kepl oul of the prison during mgssacre
end put together thelr slories from
stalements by police spokesman, police,
and surviving hosleges They had no
first-hand knowledge of what happened
but
they were lold by the system Lhat
supports them. Seldom wes & United
Press or Assocleted Press siory aboul the
massacte given stiributlon,

What did those storles say? Seme
exsmples:
==The New York Times in its lead slory
sald  several -hostupes ‘'died when
convicls slashed thelr throsts wilh
knives.” The Times editorial stalf wrote,
“Prisoners sleshed the throals of ulterly
helplss unsrmed guards.™

The Washinglon Fost reporled Matly
“nine hostsges were slalm by prisan
inmeles.” The same slory reported »n=
fact  thal nine hoslages had  been
‘Gsireted.

The New York Post's fronl page
story started, ‘"Aulopsies loday
confirmed that lwo hostages had been

killed a1 least 24 hours belore slate
troopers and nalional guardsmen
launchi-d thelr siege of Attica State
Prison.’

This was Lhe libersl press version ol
reality al Altica. The conscrvalive press
+ went slong the. same Ilnes only with
.

LS

e Y

reported 8t objective truth what -

more sensionallsm,

The New York Daily News rcported,
“eight of the dead hosizges dies of
slashed . throma.” The News also
prominently displayed a slory with the

headline, "' Saw Seven Throats Cut! 1t ~

was an [nierview with. - state pollce
sergeant whe claimed that he sew the

convicts st the Llhroats of seven
hosleges.

The Chicago Dally News sid lhat
sulopsies established that two sain |

prison ¥mployees had been dend for
possibly Lhree or four days and one hed
been sexuslly mulilated. -~

{

.
The Truth, The Whole 'E'rui'h,?

\
|
N\, SeM

- The Ssn Dicge Unlon had & atery
Lhal was ah intervlew wilh a hostage
that said he was assigned an
“executioner’” who would hove killed
him excepl & sniper got the execulloner
first. The Unlon quoted another hostage
as saying, “They held a knife to my
throal. But the Puerlo Rlcan guy didn't
have Lhe heart lo do It. Some of the
others weren't s0 lueky,”

| Al best the press was gullty of lack
‘of stiribution, Al worst Altica: pointa
aut thal the system !s 5o Interlwined
that truth is the Jtofficial™ verslon of
what happened. The other slde of the

h.nn.c'cl---"--onc--.ccacna'---n-nnoo-....u--nna.--ou.nc-.---o-.----o-----o.aco-n.----nuco-.ov-u--o.o..--c-—.---co-- |

September 11::

P
I

sory - thal or lhe oPpwssed Is to be
lgnored,

All of the fa?tomng is from the San
Diego Union wnless orherwue Indicoted

September 10:

—More lhan|1,000 conv‘]cls rloted at
Alttica Slate ﬁ'nson pitting fist and
makeshlit clubs #gpinst guns and tesr gas
for the control of the maximum security
Institution. 'Thlrlty one guards end [our
shop feremen wire teken hostage....

—In late afternoon the rloters opcned
B counter |lLack in an effort to relake -
cell blocks from officers. The law’ men
donned gas s and used tear gas A
sbmachine gun“ and 8 nfle..to repel
the riolers whose only known weopons
were their fists ahd clubs.....

A erdnesday night aftack on &
guard which tlanded a prisoner In solitary
was belleved Lo have sparked the riok..

—The Prisoners presented a list of 15
demands mngw'ng! from weages and more
religious freedom Lo more recrealion and
ah end of censorship and magazines...

—A Citlzens| group, Including =2
Congressman ol (Puerto Rlcan descent,
and » MNegro publisher, were called In.
last nlght to Lry and bresk a two-dny
impasse between stele authoritles and

rioting Inmates |at the  state prison
here,...

—Nthough- u dozen guards were
Injured In Thursday's fighting, . Sgt.

Edward Cunningfmm and Capt Frank
Wald told the rnedlators they had been
treated well in captlvity....

—They said they were short of food
but so were the Inmates....Earlier In the
day, corrections ]Commlssloner Russal)
G. Oswsald pessed notes back and forth.
into the prison, met with the inmates
and was presented with' another list of
demands-including] the higher wages and
free passage to|-a “nonlrnperh:]lstlc
country™.

—Federal Judge J&hn "I‘ 0.|rl|n of
Buffalo granted Dne of, the demands by
sdgning a rourt order burrtng reprisals

sgalnst Enmates: Involved In , the
Insurrectlon. 3 e
—A battallon ‘o '.'(Iﬂ ,ute pollce and

sheri{fs’ deputles comlnued to seal off .
obout 2{3 of the 54 nrn*lnclllt‘y.._-

e e m—
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Seplember 13: —The remalning hostages were 5 ' - '
= (Hesdline)-POLICE MASS AT blindfolded and tled- : e
ggéZE;P N.Y. PRISON-GOV. feet... up hands and 1
KEFELLER WON'T INTERVENE, ~When the shooting and gassin i
SUPPORTS OFFICIALS.... began, my executioner knocked me tg h
~Several hundrod police stood ready the ground, pulled me up, knocked me i R . .

 last night for a possible sttack on
rebellious prisoners who have held 38

" hostages for four days at Attica Stste
Prison....

i =Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller declined
to Intervene personelly....

; —At mid.altemoon, Rockeleller

. rejected an sppea) to intervene, saying,
“I do not feel my physical presence on

. the site can contribute to a _peaceful

. settlement.”....(L.A. Times) .

Po=m don't have the Conslituhona.l
authority to grant such a demand for
amnesty and would not—even if 1 had
the authority—because to do so would
undermine the very essence of our free

society, the fair and impartial
spplication of the law,"”
Rockefeller....(L.A. Times)

—(Headiine)~PRISON BLOODBATH!
9 HOSTAGES SLAIN- THROATS

CUT; 28 |INMATES DIE IN
CELLBLOCK BATTLE (Evening
Tribune)

September 14:

—Nine hostages were killed by
inmates and at least 28 convicts shot to
death yesterdsy as 1,700 state
troopers, national guardsmen and
; sheriffs deputles stormed Attica State
1 Prison to end the bioodiest prison riot
tn modem U.S. history....

— Related story headline—EACH
HOSTAGE HAD EXECUTIONER(note
the story was told to UP.L by a
hostage)....

—Each of us had an executioner
assigned to us. My executioner was shot
just before he could get to me....

~The state police sharp shooters
saved many lives. Just before they
started to go for us a slug would hit one
of them. The knifes were still In their
hands...

-‘No of the hosuges hnd been dend
for “three or four days",

e

Jse—

dozvn again and st that point 1 blacked
oul....

~The rlot must have been planned a
long time. It went off so smooth....
September 15:

—A medical examiner sald thet elght
hostages at the correctional facility died
of gunshot wounds and not by having
their throats slashed as prison officials
_have said....(L.A. Times)

— 'I'hen were no cul throats or any
kind of mutilation,” said Edland
(Monroe County medical examiner). He
said that the eight bodies he examined
had been killed at the same time by
gunfire st more than short range....(L.A.
Times)

~The heaed of New York prisons,
abandoning a 24-hour-old official
ion, said yesterday host killed in
riol -tom Aulu prison did nol die of
slashed throats, but were shot to desth
when inmates used themy "as shlelds or
forced them forward into gunfire.”

;—suu corrections Commissioner
Osweald would not say whose gunfire it
was, His list of weapons found In the
. prison Included no guns....

=“In summary,” Oswald told a news
conference, “It is possible from all these
reported rumors and (facts, that some
unauthorized reports were made- to the
effect that all hostages had died of
siashed throats.”....(L.A. Times)
September 18,

—Much of the press, including—some
of the countries most respected
newspapers, st first reported as fact
parts of the now-discredited version of
the Attica massacre originaily given by
police and prison officlals....(L.A. Times)
(Pages 12&13)

~The most common mistakes were In
rvportlng. without sttribution, that
pmonen slished hostages® throats, that
prisoners murdered two hostages before
police stormed the prison, and that one

Oswald declared. One o{ the prison
employees hed been castrated and the
other had been stabbed to death....(L.A.
Times)
. —"When the helicopters came over
. the prisoners just slit the throats of the-
hostages they were holding,” he said.
"Sharp-shooters were able to save some
of them by knocking off the prisoners
they were holding."(statement by an
snonymous state police sergeant)....
~—Just before the assault started, the
prisoners took eight hostages Into a
cellblock. There was no way for the
sharpshooters to get in there. They slit
their throats...
4 —They, put some other guys in
trenches and poured gasoline over them.
But they spparently chickened out and
didn’t light it....(L.A. Times)

-

hostage was castrated.../(L.A. Times)
~This article goes..on to cite
exsmples of erroneous reports published
In Newsday, The New York Times, The
Washington Post, The 'NEW York Post,
‘The New York Dally New; The Chicago
Dally- News, and United Pres
Intemnational. The other major wire

)Anopheles mosquito

‘
l

" Sickle cell nnemla‘ls a raclst disease.:
It attacks only " Blacks, and mainly
young ones. Few live through the age of
twenty-five If they have been afflicted.
And of those that do, it b a

| nxs;A§n 4

children (sdopt others), or, if they do,
" to know what the chances are for the
child to be a carrler or to be afflicted.”
Jt Is boped that by genetic counsellog
thé birthrate of camiers will be cut

torturous life.

Sickle Cell -Anemis is caused by a
freak genetic iImbalance. Long ago, when
Blacks lived In central Africa, they were
afflicted with malaria. The female
could not be
eradicated...snd few knew at that
time, If any, that that little Insect was
the host-carrier. So the body came to
the rescue. The Black beceme immune
to malariz after hundreds of years of
genetic experimentation. What occurred
was that the red blood cells formed into
a sickle shape, literally flattened out.
This stopped the mealaria from getting

enough -host foods, in some strange way, °

gnd it hed no further effect on Blacks.
But thst was years ago. American
Blacks are direct decendsnts of those
central Africans. Through Inbreeding,
the sickle cell genes became more
dominant. And now, If both parents are
carriers, the chlid born to the couple
will have the disease, If only one parent
has the disease or is » carrier, some of
the children will be carriers, but will not
have the disease.
 Sclence has not found & cure for this
alfiiction. Genetlclsts have begged Blacks
to stop inbreeding...in other words,
racially Intermarry. This would ellminate
the dominance in the genes within fifty

. years. Blacks do not want to do this. It

goes agalnst their new thought of "Black
Is Beautlful.”

i There are other methods to control
this disease. Those couples. who marry
are asked to get 2 quick blood test to

see If either Is 8 carrier or has'it and Is-

not aware, If they are, the doctor can
counsel them to not have  thelr own

service, Assoclated Press, dled the
story more cautionsly, atlnbutlng the
sccounts to official sources.

Reality can be changed from day to
day with the nation’s press. They were
embarrassed by Attica but it seems that
evep through embarrassment the press
protpers. The sad truth is while the
papers cover thelr mistatements and
distortions it will be the Inmates of
America's prisons thst will pay for the
press’ mistakes, BOB HARTLEY

o

-down, cut out.

It Is belleved that one in ten Blacks .

In the United Ststes Is a carrier or
afficted with sickle cell .anemia That Is,
about 2% milllon persons.

The only hope for sickle cell sufferers
at present is an Immedist fuston of

~clean blood to the victim; What occurs
during an attack.ls that the red blood -
cells begin to sickle, They lose oxygen,
couse cramps  within :t.he arterles,
muscles. .. the joints®are particularly
sore. The paln Is excruclntlng.

Shots of urea and sugar are being
used to lessen paln, as weil. But these
are treatments, not cures. |

There are five new tests, quick and
near painless, that can detect nckle cell
“anenils. ALL Blacks should be tested.

There is a. Sickle Cell Anemia
Foundation in New Yorki Few know
that it exists. Last year It raised sbout
$100,000. Diseases affiicting many times

fewer persons have national foundations -

raising milllons, of doliars. - But thesé
other diseases a"ect whites mainly, so
whites contribute to’them! Only Blacks
get sickle cell anemis. Few whites give &
damn! -

It takes much meamh and lots of
money to find the answeu to diseases,
especially genetically Induced diseases
like sickie cell anemia. [This Is your
chance -to really help Blacks. If you
oppose racism, help mise funds for the
SCA Foundation, throw |a party and
donate the bread, sell Ddors and turn
over the proeeeds, raffle off your dope
or auction it to the highest bidder.

Help . stamp out rckm...In
forms. Help stop SCA. RAY SCHWARTZ

1731-Umvemty Ave, .
CLOTHING, ART, FURNITURE
CUSTOM LEATHER_WORK .

SANDALS — $14.00 1 year guer.

WATER BED

$18.00 10 year guar.
CERAMICS
Open Tues, thru Sun. - 12t0 6
(297-0950) -

CONSIGNMENT GOODS WANTED!
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dbuble mattresses and guarded them from

ATTICA: The State Malk

THE STATE'S AT‘TACK on the prisoners
who survived the massacre at Attiea State
Prison on Sept. 13, 1971, which ended the
rebellion there has been accelerated during
the last month, as G0 of the brothers have
been indieted for many erimes ranging from
promonng prisen contraband to murder.

- These charges were ¢onlained In 37 scalcd

indfctments handed down De¢ 15--and this
may be only the first batch.  So far, nonc of
the prison siaff or state police h.'wc bccn
indicted for as much as assault,

This article Is compiled from repeorts by
Liberation News Service and the Syracuse
Sur.

ON THE MORNING of Sept, 9, 1971, the
prisouers exerzlsed their right to rebel
against intolerable oppressien--the same
right of rebellion that was exercised in 1776
against the British overlords.

In D yard, the 1,280 prisoners developed
a powerful unity of all races and religious
groupings. For four d:lys they controlled
their own lives, providing medleal treatment
and sharing what they had. As an example to
the prison avtheritics, they treated 1hcir§h05-
L"Igvk with humanity, (ed them well, g'no‘ thein
attack.

- Above all, they overcame the raclsin {)1:1[
ig the prisen's (and socicty’s) most cffective
1wol for dividing and controlling the popu]_h-'
tion. The negolintors al the tible were black,
white and Chicano, and the clear demanilé
they miscd ealled for human treatment frn '111

{7and an end 1o rapist allacks.,

L
i

15, 1971, wilhout
Lhe state mount=-

raing of Scpl.

On the' nf
anraing orfelear ultimatum, )
ed 3 Thitssive lethal attack on the prison pops
Tiv: assault force of prison guards

sliee had been stirred up 10 a pifch
@i racist hatved by tomlly unfounded slorics
of guirds peaing mpcd and castrated in the

wlalien.
A Banile

vard, ‘

They wer. armed with shotguns and buck-

. sho!, and high-powered rifles loaded with!
'Mai-nosed dwindum bullets (which con blow a

hake o foot wide ina pcrsnn.') 3% people, in-
cl:ding 10 hzstages, died in the assault, and
hardyeds moie were wounded under the guns

of the slate. - .
&

Tdeeisi

saned i

| ‘

{ :
In the following days at legst 700 priaoncr

were Vielously beaten, tortujed and ahuscd

by SL@lc troopers and prison guarde, despite

‘New Yotk Corrections Comnmilssloner Russel
Oswald's promlse that there hwoild not he any
physleal reprisals. 100 alle
rounded up and segregated |
mon

1cd leaderg werqy:
thei"Dox" for
! :

k'-’t':ile this "orgy of bretaliy' (in the wordg
of thd U.5. Sceond Circult Gsurt) went on un-
cheeked Inside the wallg, oufslde Oswald's |
sid’cklek, Walter Dunbar, wis lelling the” ]
pross!izhal the dead hestages {iad had their i
throats cut by the prisoners bnd that ohe

ol which he ‘
'ou.-;'lics.‘
Mrst to hit the

guardihad heen castrated--alt
knew it the time to be monst

Th|s story, which was the
headlifies, wis specifically ¢|:sighed td make |
ica brotherg look like [.nimals, and to )
shield| thase who detually ord|ired the massa- i
ere and those who actualiy Killed the hbstages.

AT WE ARE now seeing in these in-
dictmpnts and the coming 1risls of the Attlen
brothérs is the final desperale attempt by the *
state lo proteet those ulfieinls responsible for
the myprders Septl. 13 from bt-mr* hrought 1o
justick: an auvempl to punish those politieally
aware men who lnl' the 'IC"\I)L!Cl of the prison-
ers in their sl:-u;:"lv. for basic hwnan r u..htq.
men whose sobidar ity and determination muke
them 3 continual threat to the slate. e

Thé staté has earefelly avnided charging
the brothers with ¢rimes that peopls usuatily
ulonll}v with politien! trinls.  siead, most
of the|indictments are for vesv speeifie,
tradidonally “eriminals aets -mupnler, al-
l('l'l)|)l!‘l] murc!ér, Lidnapping, cuven rupe,

Aslone Iawyer put it, “Mating the indiet-
mcntsLl'or very ::pelcific acls was o Letizal

n lo de-peliticize the indictmerts,
With the indiclinents ['nv’rc trying to porirny
the prlsoners as 1n1m als,!

The state is alsy hoping that | eavy clorges
Hike nfwrder and kidiapping w il have he same
effcetlit tried to achieve with the lies Lold -
the woithi en Sept. - 13--turning the weishi ¢
publid opinion aginst the pricoarys'
lueingthe pé—o;)lc to imsve the fef th u
30 peaple weve killed-hy the

rinle ,)u . i

Tz WwYCMING GOUNTY GRAND JURY :
that hqusted down these indigt ents g one of |
the mdat blatntly stacked jul-ies in the his- -
grarel jurics, ’
fts fucibhers are drawn [y
iy amparel Atten; they are w!
tune meraber violer 3Dy, and urani-
mausly hinsed mminst the prisoners. ‘When .
the jumh vns questioned by thy jutlgu and the -
N AL tor pogsible gartiality, [twelve members
stated ppendy that they had friends who work

Loy o ,
cm the cont i
g |
white, -muinly

ellert)

; asmards in e prison or usttuv iruopers,

*anl fivie hued friends who wor
Caved,
i Becke

! Lus he

. Eenied

hestages ir: the
¢, Rinmiond
-.::-m; In Attien

The Toromaneef the ju
, Tuns the school hus
ol elaiins many [rfends amoens the prlson |
) . l ! f
Toolonly “evidenee” this "{mpartial” jury E
(vt in ils year of dity J{1s bpen prc—
[y Deputy Adorney Geperal Reohert

" Fischer, tic man appobﬂcdﬁ? Robkefeller

e

-

es A Stand

o Investlgate and prosceute all crimes com-
mitted at Attlea. As a state offi¢fal himself -
and as an attorney who defended state offiefals
involved at Attica In court, Flscher has stated
that he eould not Imparially Investigate the
erlmes of state offlcirls, and requesterd that
a speelal ageney be appeinted for that purpose:
This, of course, has not heen done.

No onc Is serlously investigdting or pro-
sacutlng the men responsible for the primary
violenee at Attlea, the mass murders and tor-
turcs on September 13, L

" Fischerand his agents have accordingly
spent the past year'investigating the alleged

.crimes of prigoncrs. . ¢'c bought thelr .

testifnony, from prisoncrs by.offers of pa rang—

or parele, or by threats of indictment for
those who reluse o testty as directed by the
D.A. We know of sev eral prisoners who
were refused parole bcc:use they refuscd Lo
.vsl[f}

The -vs:dl, 15 months after the rcbcI]non‘\
the indictments against the prisoners were
revealed, Bog‘mmnrf Dee. 15 and cmtmumg
Tor three \\001.5, cach day'a few men were’
Lrought into the grim courthousc in Warsaw,
the county ~.ozg of rural W) oming (.,o. \\here
Artica is loea Led, -t

Many of the defendznts scemed be u]d(“'cd
Most of the encs who had come [rom prisons
were tobd tiey Tad a visitor and wer. {iroun
inew 2t sirin eell until they were dragzed off -
to Warsuw,  When Lhey got there, al! the
chirges amainst them were not ravraledat’ %
snee--ondy charges from one inuletinent. | e

A number of prisoncrs were brougnt back ar. .

" sveond or third day, never knowing when they”

f

had hearl al] of the eharges agninst them..

IN THE WORDS of one of the Atrica De-~
fense Commitice lawyers, "The staie has de-
cided Lo make a stand here. It kad 2 cholee, 7

Ao 1ot people forgel about the rebellion along

with the people who were killed by the c':u‘.e,
or w get Lhe rc‘*cls. And it chose 1o get -
them."
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ATTICA

by Bob llartley

Atliea is over. s over for Middle

America, Richard Nixon, Nelson
Rockefeller and for Warden Oswald. It’s
over for the 24 dead men who died in
Altica’s prison yard. There will be
commissions to study it. They will find
reasons why it happened, There will he
trials for “ringleaders” of the rebellion.
Television will have specials an Attica
and prison conditions. There will be
public outeries for legislation on prison
reforms that will be forgolien when the
nexl issue comes up. Dut the excitement
is over - except [or the hundreds of
thousands of men and women who live
under the brutal dehumanizing prison
system in Amerlca,

Why did Attica Thappen?  The

!prisoners told us. We don't need &
i rommission to find out. They called

themselves the living dead. They were
allowed one five-minute shower and one
resh change of clothes each week, They
had made their demands six months
belore the rebellion, They only asked
for the most basic of human rights.
They only asked to be (rented as men
{sce Lhe list of demands on thls page).
Thelr dgmand 1o be Lreated as human
heings was met by the only answer the
prison machine seems capahle of - a hail
of bullets. The prison system showed
itse){ so inflexible thet il was “forced”
to kill eight of its own members lo
restore order; elght hostages and 34
prisoners’ lives were expendable to make
the problem disappear.
{continued on pg. 6)
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" BERKELEY RENTS RISING
 DESPITE THE “FREEZE”

Urban decny 8 requently the fopic’
of discuszion hy reformise phil-
osophers and soclologists. The con-
clusions drawn (rom these needless
diseusalonsusuallystnte the theme that
the citles are decaylng  bhecause
white people are movingout and Black
people are populating theinner cliies.
The .neglect or refusal of absentee
landlords td  make needed housing
repairs and {mprovements is geldom
mentioned,

Recently, the people of Berkeley,
California took a progressive step
toward gaining control of one aspect
‘of thelr Mves, In the June 6, 1972
elections, a Rent Control Charter
Amendment was approved by the vo-
ters, 11,000 signatures were required
to place the Charter Amendment on
the ballot. Most of the work of ga-
thering signawres and organizing a
successful campaign was done by an
organtzation ealled the Falr Nent
Comnmitiee, The Charter Amerdment
passed by & margln of 2,400 votes,

The Berkeley Board of Realiors
waged a highly financed campalgn ro
deleac the' rent control amendment
and ia continulng the campalgn cven

‘ though the amendment has been
passed, The provisions of this new
law are:

. ~
1, All renta are {rozen as of August
2, 1972,

—— L '-
2, On Japeary 23, 1973, a 5-mem-
ber Rent Control Board wiil be elected
at large by the communlry,

3. Ninety daya afier the election, the
Board will adminfster a rollback of
all rems to the August, 1971 level
(the’ time  whep the wage end price
freeze went into cffect),

4, The Bonrd wit) rulc on alt adjust-
ments of rentafollowing the roliback,
Tenants and landlords must petition
the Bosrd st public hearngs for rent
incréazes or decreasea,

5. ﬁe Boardwill ruleon al] cvictions,

6. The Board and tenants themselves
€an take punltlve acton agalast land-
lords who ralar rexts without Board
appswal,

7. The Board will get rems on_ajl
fnew constructions, '

When the Secretary of Sule Bd. »

Residenls of the Berkeley communif
forced.

y damcnd that the rent freeze be en-

mund Brown Jr. signed the Rent
Conirol Charter Amendment into law
on August 2, 1972, the rem Irecze
went into effect. This meant that af -
ter August 2, 1972, there were not
Suppos.cd to be any rent increases ‘ln
Derkeley, The (reeze will be In of.
feet untll 90 days after a RentControl
Board is elected to administer the
clry's rents,

Several large renltors and fand-
lords have increased thelr rents In
complete  disregard of the new clry
law, Berkeley clty auorney, Donald
MeCullum, hag been recetving 30 -

40 complaints datly but attl) he refuses
o enforce the rent freeze or cvea
reglster new cémplatnts, The Berke-
ley City Councll has rejected several
motlons by councilwoman lona Han-
cock fo enforce the freeze, The Te-
acttionary members of the counctl who
serve the needs of the realtors and
landiords have decided that the new
rent . control lew 13 not In thelr
Interests, The fact that it ia the will
of the people means nothing to them,

At the Berkeley Clty Councll
meeting which took place on October
CONTINUED ON PAGE ¢
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‘*Solidarity al Altica is at an even stronger point as a result of the y

uprising."

* **report."”

~WE SURVIVED
ATTICA

AN INTERVIEW WITH HAROLD WALKER

OF THE SURVIVORS

Th following intevviewis with Bro-
ther Harold Walker, a survivor ofthe
Jascist Attica State Prison massacre
of Septembder 13, 191, Brother Harold
Walher is dlso the Vice-President of
the Survivors of Altica Commitiee,

lie has been very active in aiding
those still ot Attico and fn exposing
the corrupl prison sysiemofAmerica
since his vecent velease, The Black
Panther intercommunal News Service
thanks dim for sharing his first hand
informalion with us for the benefil of
our readers,

Q: Brother Harold, you were there at
Attlea, as n prisoner yoursell, on the
day thnt Rockefeller, Nlxon and other
government olflclals ordered the
murder of the Dlack, white, nnd Poer-
w Rican prisoners and their ownpri-
gon guards, Could you tell us what

OF ATTICA COMMITTEE

happened, why (it happened--your in-
terpretation of the conditions that led
up 10 the Stare murders?

HAROLD WALKER: The Attica re-

" belllon aignaled the oppression and

exploltation that goes on at all the
Auicas throughout the country, parti-
cularly at Artfca prlson where there
is o maximum security system setup
to dechamanize those ynflortunate
enough 10 be sent there, to stripthem
of thelr Individuailty and tokeepthem
at a certain level, economically and
educationally, Thls is a too! used to
control people tn prison. For example,
everywhere that the inmates went
they were subjected 10 a series of
‘'eounts,”” We were counted on the
gallery, in thé corridors, at every
palmt  we  reached -- regardless;
whether it waa in the messg hall, the
hospltal, the movles,,. This. 1s the
general routine,

The work system is based on siave
labor. The metal shop at Attica makes
3 mililen doliars a year, while the
brother who actually works in this
shop only makcs 28 cents a day, The
metal shop makes miliidns of doliars
annually from the prisoner’s labor;
this fs a fact and there are stacls-
tics to substantiate this*This s out-
right economic cxplo(mﬁor\%ol the pri+
soner. !

h

There ts a small town, racisrmen-
ality ar Attlea, Most the hio-
thers tn Actica prison come from Mew
York's metropalitan area, but they are
sent 0 a small town, with a racist
menrality, 500 mblles  away, This
means  that  the  ‘hacks® (prison
guards), who are -all white md ra-
cist, cannot relate 1o the brothers
(as human beings). So. conditions at
Attica culininated 10 a point where a
polliical stand had to, be taken; the
prison was overtaken and expased tn
the world at large, L

Q: Qne potat that sticks in our minds
when we recall Attdea {s the State,
using fts brain-washing news media,
attenipted 10 portray the prisoncrs
as the criminals. Recently, 2 com-
mittee which had been '‘studying””
those cvents ar  Atdcn presented a
Do you view {t’as’ just
another attempt 1o dupe the people?
To , justlfy the murders at Atrdca? !

H,W,: Most \drﬂnln:ly, Rocketeller,
who Is the fascist who commandeered
the whole massacre, lssued the ex-
ccutlve order calling for the forma-
tion of & group panel commission to
"investigate’” the cnugesofthe Atdea
rebelllon, The causes of the massacre
were very obviously racism sad eco-
nomic explottatinn based on the capi-
taligt system, But, to reenforce’ the
ratrocities that they had committed,
Rockefelter comes along with his
commission, which produged awhite-
wagh and a smoke-screen,

. .

The commissfon, [ think, inter-
vicwed thousands'of people, gathering
informaticn--sometimes priveleged!
informatlon rather than valuable--and

. eventunlly a hook was issucd, called

*ATTICA', which supporedly outlined
‘conditions before, during and after the
Attica rebellion, ft took Rockeleller .
to task for not coming to negotinte
with the brothers in the yard, Rocke-
feller's respanse to the commisston
was, "*You did a difficult lob, A won-
derful job."" Now, this really ls con<
tradictory; Y they're taking him to
task, why should he compliment them?

He wsa. telling the public that this
s p “*social pablum®' that you wiil
cﬁr. In the meantime, since November
29, 1971, the grand fury.in Wyoming
County, whichcovers Attlca, was and
{s considering bringing (ndictmenta

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WE SURVIVED

~

The survivers of Atlica lived through an American nightmare.

gamst the brothers in the joint, also
"some of us out here. So this is really.
a white-wash and they're still trying
1o Teenforce their lawand ordér men-

, tality with ploys of commissions.

- Q: Can you briefly tell us what a few .

of the_demands of the rebelling pri-
soners at Attica were? ’

H.W.: Tﬁerer were 28 demands which

included free political activiry, with-
- OUt.persecution,. a betrer law hbrary,
a better diet, more recrearional ac-
tivities, moré equitable hearings on
parole revocations, a Spanish-speak-
ing person at the hospital{because the
Spanish-speaking brothers didnotun-

- derstand what the English-speaking
' doctors were saying).[hese are some

of the basic demands...As of now, not
any of the demands have been mer;
and [hlS is one year later,

Q: Some ‘people believe that there have
been radical or progressive changes

- at Attica gince the rebellion and sub-:

sequent state massacre, Have there

. been any? i

H.W.:'No, There have been some su-
. perficlal changes, but they weren’t
radical, of course. For examp]e in
the visiting room there dre nowvend-

- ing machines - containing sodas and

other knick-knacks for people who

_ have visitors, which i5 good in itself
. but nota.real change. There’'s so-

called. “'might rec'’ now. Before we
could only have recreation inthe day-

" - time for ‘maybe three to four hours at

.mogt, Thia serves as a goodmeans of

L secur[ry and diSC1pHne for- the pigs .

who runthe joint. Also, the new warden
has stated that he was going to Jet
transistors (radios) come in. There’
has always been a heavy input, on
the partof the administration,of por-
nographic literature to divert the pri-

soners minds from the real issues.

If thére have been any radijcal

_changes at Artica, they have not been

to the prisoner’s benefit, but to the
pigs. For example, the spending of
miillions of doilars since the rebellion
L0 put gun towers,
walls (there have always been gun
towers around-the walls), but within
the respecrtive yards, In every yard

now there is a gun tower with M-16"s

controlled by some pig...Attica’s
really worse at this point than it-was
hefore, .

"Q: Do the prisoners srill maintain

the unity showed during the rebel-
lion?.

H.W.: 1 think the solidariry is stronger
now hecause a lot of petry differences

between prisoners have been sub-
merged for the real issues wehaveto

-deal with everyday, like keeping the

pigs at bay. A lot of literature comes
in on Third World questions and re-
volution, We got Bobhy Seale’s *‘Seize
The Time"’, George Jackson'sletters
(Soledad Brother), Marx, Lenin, Man-

" del, and Cornforth, These books are
read and absorbed. And we’ve used

some principles in dealing with the

pigs that they just don’t understand,

Solidariry "is at an even stronger

point- as a result of what happened.
1

Q: You are the Vice-President of the

Survivors of Attica Comminee. What

is the Committee's purpose and func-

tion?

not around the' -

H.W.: The organization was esta-
blished about two months ago and is
composed of brothers who survived
the senseless murders at Attica. We
ser up programs o help brothers in
the joint withlegal problems, personal
problems, or in any way we can, I
a brother needs a citation, legal sup-
plies or whalever, we will make pro-
vigions o send these supplies tohim,

When a brother is released he
comes home with $40 and a suirgiven
him by theState. This is not enough for
him to get a room, food andlook for a
joh. U he comes tous, we tell him that
we have a job referral system and he
can go and apply for employment, but
in the meantime, we can make an ap-
plication for a peddlers license to sell
different commodities. Also, we ask
him 1o join the Surviver’s Committee
10 set up a defense against the forth-
coming indictments that are going to
be lodged against us, We also educate
the public with tralks and lectures on

Attica now; that there are 19 hrothers
still locked up in HBZ (solitary con-
finement} whom the state says are
ringleaders of the September 13thre-
bellion, We give benefits to raise
money, we go to different colleges

‘and we communicate withlaw students’

and wry to develop legal services for
the brothers in the joint. We've had
simultaneous rallies in California,
Brooklyn, Manhattan, Buffalo and Chi-
cago, to let the people know that At-
tica isvery much alive and will be even
more so when the trials begin. This
is what the Committee is doing at this
point, -

Q: In your opinion, what help can the
people give to the prisonersof Attica,
the prisoners throughout this country?

“H.W.: T think the people can hecome

more aware of what's going on in the
prisons. They pay the taxes andtaxes
are going to the prisons, People were
shocked when all the Atticas tock
place; from San Quentin, Statesville
and Joliet, (o the Soledad Brothers.
and George Jackson, They felt it was
just incredible that these things were
happening. They really didn’t under-
stand the conditions that brothers and
sisters are faced with i{n prison, con-
stantly, 24 hours a day,

The people can organize for com-
munity control, bring the priscns to
‘he community where they them-
selves can control the prisons. This
would definitely be more humane for
the prisoner. Even though [ don't en-
dorse prisons of any kind, intermsof
practicality this would be the best
thing to work for. Cnce the public has
become meore educated about the
nature of prisons they will know how
to ward off future Aulcas, San Quen-
tins, and fascist atrocities ingeneral,

R -



