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BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION

I¥ December, 1976, a draft copy of what was then tentatively called "Contri-
butions Toward The National Prisoners }Movement" wae sent to comrades for
thelr criticism and input. In their response, strong opinions were offered
regarding two statements made in the draft.

- The response indicated to us very fundamental differences in perspective,
anrl theory, which further indicated a difference in practice which w felt
would prove (and has proven) harmful.

A rather spontaneous reply was written and sent. "hat follows 1s a slight
revision of that reply, which hazs as its purpose: to distinguisn the "orison
movenment" from Ystrugsgles in prisons since the 1800's; to define, through
analysis, what we recognize as the "prison movement!; to point out the dis-

inctive character of the "prison movement" as inextricably related to the
development of the NewAfrikan (Black) struggle for national liberation in
varticular, and to other national liberation strugsgiles in general; to poirnt
un vhat we see as a "new" role of prisons in america, which departs somewhat
from the conventional Marxist-leninist and/or reformist conception of the
"role of prisons in (capitalist) society"; to give some indication of what
we see as the reasons that more direction and control over the "prison nove-
nent"” must come from prisoners; to give some indication of what we 3ee the
next vhase of struggle being, both in prisons and in america in general.

Cur reference to the 8nledad Brothers and to Attica (Sevt. '71) is reeally
refersnce to a PERIOD (1970-1971) which we used for the purpose of our
anzlysis, because we think that this PEZRIOD marks that point at which a
clear, qualitative dlfference in the character of "ypriszon strug:les" can be
ncticed.
he National Prisoners Movement™ has been revised,
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"Oonosition and strugsle between ideas of different kinds congliantly occur
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.thin the Party; this 1s a reflecticn within the Party of contra ictions
betwesen classes and between the new and the old in society. If there were
ns contradictions in the Party and no ideological strugiles to resolve

thom, the Party's life would comz to an end."
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STATFEMENT

IT'5 widely accented that with the activities surrounding the anticinated
trial of Comrade-Brothers George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John Clutchette,
tnere arose what came to be known as the "prison movement.,"

From the beginning, the "prison movement™ was both influenced by, and
exerted its own influence upon, the general, overall strugzgles taking place
in aﬂerlca——naulonal liveration 'and class s»rugwles.

RESPOLSE

IT was pointed out that the "prison movement" did not arise around Comrade
George Jackson. That statement is not factual and 1t would be negating the
movement/struggle that has been occuring in prisons since the 1800's. The

rrison movement intensified with the Soledad Brothers, but in no sense did
it "arise."

R¥PLY TO THE RESPONSE - _ P

W think that the criticism/resvonse offered toward the statencnt is unsound.
It's our belief that the fallure to understand where wea're Ycoming from™ in
tie statement is essentially due to the reluctance to abandon conventlonal
theoretical models rezarding the dsfinition of the role of vrisons in america,
ir warticulasr; and to the failurs to abendon incorrect ideslogical and theo-
rotical models regarding revolutiorary and national liberation struggle in
anurica in general--it's evidence of a failure to view things d"a1~0uvca11v
¢ to make concrete analysis of concrete condition

To undarstand how the "prison nrovement! arose durlng the period marxked ty
2 Soledad Brothers' defense activities and the Attica Rebellion, it is
necessary to zbandon such M"lines" on prisons in amsrica as esvpoused by
Jdezcica Mitford or the Revolutionary Communist Party; it nscessitates nsw,
critical, ancd independent analyses, ratner than the contunied servile, sterily
dozendence unon ideological and theoretical constructions which address tne
neculiar conditions of cppressed nations paternalistically, and say little
more than that Yorisons are the tools of the caoitalist ruling class'; or
"origoners are members of the working class", etce.

R
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e understand the need to learn the history of prisons in america (i.e.,
wincre the first one wag built); we understand the need to lsarn how prisons
hzve been used in america over the nast several hundred ysars {(i.e., fron
totzl isolation of prisonsrs, to putting them to work on faras and in shovns).
“ut guch facts without apvronriate relationship to the general volitical,

eccroaic and soclal conditions vrevailing throughout americe at successive
st2:iec of 1ts develonment, will serve to hinder rather than inspire struz- le;
will egerve to distort rather than clarify our thinking

“ant we mean is, we cannot have, today, a complaete, correct unrerstanding
¢ .rizons end/or struzsles in oarisons in america, unless wo pay proper
“tantinn to the presence and the strug-les of Wative Americans, of HewhAfrik:
noreinafter simply "‘ffl““PS‘)Wﬂ amarica. nichn is to say tnav we must oogis
analysis with thse understandings that several nationg exist on tne norch
2 .rican continent; that averica is a '"orisonihousc of nations".
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rezant continuous growtn, as you seen to feel, bul rewvresented a discontin-
uous lean, develovment, and caused the bransforqablon of "struzeles in
nrigons =sinca the 1800's" into the "»rison movement.!

Your resznonse lmolies a mechanistic concention of struss .
JOJ expact the strugsles in prisons today to be the M"same" az those of th
~t. Thugs you deny or overlook "internal motion" and the possibvility of new
nings arising. It's sinilar to saying that "all wars are the sans," or that
=11 nationalism 1s reactionary"....

Ye can't forget, or iznore, the necessity for nayinzg attention to neaw
Things, to things that are rising. W

Ye can't Jus L concentrate on wiat has
existed or on wnat exists at the present. ‘e have to give dus conslderation
to that which is coming into being. Reality is always concrete

Therefore, when we begin to make a concrete analysis of vrisons and
struggles in »risons in america, we think we ghould investigate each geparate
strugele concretely. e should also check out the social, vwolitical and eco-
noaic conditions vrevailing throughout the country at successive periods. An
anﬂTycic of this tyne would necessarily include a coumvarison of regions (i.e.,
strugrles in northern prisons comvared to those in southern nrisons, and the
particular conditions prevailing in both areas); it should aTso huﬂ@ special
note of the national comvosition of vprisons (i.e., the wercentage of mesmbers
0f oonressed nations ((Wative American nationals, Afrikan nationals, oppressor
nztion nationals)) in each vrison and/or area).

Central to our position that a gualitative change took vlace in »rison struggl
at thn veriod marked by Soledad/Attica is the fact that they are now intima-

tely related to the liberation struggles of ovvnressed nations within ti le S
borders, oarticularly to the nationel libaration strugils of
U. .
furing (and since) the 1800's, while no pricon HOVEHENT existed, there
wera struggles in prisons, and som= attention was £iven to these strugiles,
to the role thazt nrisons were then playing in the u.s. 2ut, the attention
n to these struggles, the interpretation of the role of osrisons in the
-~vhat was siven emvhasis--usually denaended uoon who was making the
vnis, why tThey were doinz so, and at vnat »Hoint in time.
'm'vu benn made familiar with guotes frown Mother Jones and Tuuen Debs,
ance, i to nrizons; we've besn made familiar with material
f;nasl es tnﬁ ”cljve laber znd slave wages" of vrisoncrs, an whjch
gives an econonist persnective to »rigson and orison strugsg. Such
: tends to favor reform; 1f it anproaches a revolutionary ;efsnectlve,
long =0 from the nerspective of the "dominant culture," i.e., revolution-
: the onvwressor nation. '
the 1300's Afrikans in the u.s. were viswing orisons from a ver-
which emphasized their national ovoreszion. At that wmoint in time,
was raturally drawn to the South, since that's where sost of us
the orison system and the Verininal Juctice systen" affected/
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And, in 1901, Duboils Vs writing that '"Despite comproaise, war, and
strugzgle, the (Afrﬂ“an) is not free. In vwell-nigh the whole rural South

thes Rlack farmerg are psons, bound by law and custom to an econonic slavery
Trom which the only escape is death or tas venitentiary."

e sinply cltc these to draw attention to some higtorical fact which wust
be ons_uefpd Zy us today in meking both gennral analysic /tdvorj unson which
we bage our dracitice in national liberatLOJ struggzle, and in waking a par-
ticular analysis/theory uoon which we base struLUle in dﬂd around nrisons in
america. :

In 1390 there was "indiscriminate mixing of males and females" in the
prisons of the South; today, there is Comrade-8ister Assata Shakur in an
all-nale orison in New Jersey. Check 1t out.

¥l

Zefore 1863, the plantation was the "prison" for Afrikan ncoole in the
U.s. Jhatever was happening in u.s. D”iSOHS before this point wag, for all
practical nurposes, centered solely around the nationals of the oporessor
nation. .

Lfter 1852, Afrikans began to M"agsume a new status" in americz; we were
no lonzer simvly chattel, property--no longer simply Moutside" of the-

ovpressor naticon--and thus found ourselves in the condition described by

Dutois.
he 1800's that struggles in and around ausrican nrisons
haructer from any »revious nucugjl s. This Chenuz vas
i 1ly caused by ”tn rise of th orking class? etc.,
z Tihe commogltion of nrison oooulatjono, especially in
the South. It wras influenced by the changes taking place tharoughout axncrica
as t"he country "adjusted itself" to tns nzw colonlal status of Afrikans.

tfter 1863, the american "criuinal jUSL1C€ svetem” beran t
role in the control not simply of tne "working class", but in
onnressed nations. As more and more Afrikans began to fill so
_the role/function o? these prisons cranged; southern prison
looxed upon differently and responded to differcntly than n

conuently, struggles 1n prisons before the 1800's, during
the 1800's, must be seen in accordance with the meny vs
aci neriod.
a narticular relationship to wnrisons in america durin;

OCD

struzzles had a particular chzracter during the 13 s. Cur la
0 nrisons in aasrica durinz the 1800's was more or lsss rostiricted

oriscons 1n the South, where most of us were.

began to move frow thﬂ Soutﬂ and into the Worth (and
ve baran to assun J.'p to priscns in tae
wall. And, as we beqan to flll nortnmrn d western) prisons, =
struzolzg in general began to change. We're talking especially about the
nagt LS to 50 y=zars.
> contend tThat th: most notable chenzes in the nature of strugsles in
IS began to take place in the late sixties and early seventles,
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Lfritan people In ascrica have always comorised a nation, ant our strug:ile

r
nag Lua!s be’ﬂ one alming toward national literation, indensndcence, gelf-
detyrﬂlnatlon. If this fact has not always bezn clesar to us and/or to
othrrs, 1t simply stands as evidence of our national onnression, of our
lacit of power to determine our own destiiny, to define our own situation
and -o0als. :

‘o oreo gard what is szoncltimes called the "black orotest movenent™ or the
Weivil rights movenmznt” as simoly a particular exnression, phase or stage
of the national liberation struggle that we have been waging for ssveral
hunwrmd years.

k”e years 1954 and 1955 are significant, since they serve to mark a
digtinctive stage of the struggle for national liberation. In these ysars
seeds wnich had been planted centuries before, decades tefore, years and
even days before, began to blosson. In these yzars also, seeds were planted
as violl.

In May, 1954, the U.s. supreme court declared "racial segregation! in
U.g. ouhlic schoolsz unconstitutional; this decision was followed in May, 1955,
by an order to "integrate! u.s. public scnools "with all deliberate sveed."

Among other things, these acts forced a recognition of the continued

existence of the nationz2l oporession of Afrikans in america. During the
proceedings and as part of the legal argument before the court, it was
stalad that "slavery (national opvression) is pervmetuated” by the laws
requiring Ysa2narate but equal' public school facilities

i1

e deciglion and order by the court did not cease the pernstuation of
"slavery" in america, vhich is to say that the national opprasgion of
Afrikan peools remained a rea 11ty.

“ut,  Jjust as the cause of the decigion and order lay in the contra-
diction between the onorsessed and onpressor nationg, the supresnce court
action gerved tn sharpen this contradiction, to heighten our consclousness
and ko ascalate the lzvel of national liberation strugsle.

M Doycott of December, 1955: tnis, too, was =z
taisg period as a cistinctive stage oF strugs
consequence of national ognoression, and it g
s of ths fundaasntal contradiction witnian tae u.s.
tne oppressed Afrikan nation and the ospres
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tno purnoss of our ans l"sis, we hold tnhat it was the action taken
U.s5. sunrane court and the FMontgomery Bug Boycott that mark that
which gave rise to the "civil rignts movement.?!

Apain, this "civil rights movement! was simnly one varticular expression,
one wnzrticular form that the national libsration strugsle has assumed. And,
evan within
can be 4i

) ;

v

hig Mcivil rights movement® there are vhases, or stazes which
a

desire. aoved into the H50's w2 vegan to
richts" and more about Mhuman ricshis'; less about
"integration” and more about reovolutionary
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the influcnce of necvnle such as Malik, Eldridge, Robert Williams, Ztoxkeley,
Pap; tnere wacs the Bandung Conferente in 195%; the independence of Chana in
1957; the strugszle and assassination of Lumunba in 190u—61 the struggles

in Alreria, Cuba, etc., ctc.

11 of this began to show itself in a2 distinctive chonge in the character
of prizoners and thelr struggles. As a result, there begen to be zeen nrison-
ers lozving vrisons in these years who becaus involved in the strugele on
tne atreet, but who algo began to set uo organinations of ex-prigoners to

support prigon strugsles. We think 1970 the most »nroner date to be given to
mark tnat »noint at which a distinct stage in "prison astrugzles" manifested
itsell, giving birth to the "prison movencnt.,!

T2 above facts, together with: the wmurders of W.l. Holen, Cleveland

Bdwzrds and Alvin Miller on January 13, 1970; the execution of Justice in

the w1 of a vig thrown off a gallery on January 16, 1970; George Jacison,
Ilee Drumgo and John Clutchette teing charged- for this on February 28, 1570.
Only chance was one of these Erothers able to getl a message out to his
aother, who went to the B.P.P. It was due to the nature, the character, of

e

the defense activities for the Soledad Brothers, which brousht together all
the features and influences we've mentioned above, and acted to give 1life to
the "orisgon movement.

By thelir nature, the defense activities surrounding the Soledad Brothers
served to reach out across the country and form a heretofore non-existing,
concrete, congclious bond between prisoners. It was at this noint that more--
stgnificantly mors—--prisoners and v»=ople outside began to form more organiza-
side and out. Definite, consclous, organized activity, on a nass,

x1 scals, began to take nlace arcound prisons. '

: nzopla losarned of the Soledad Brothers, they consequently learned

not ornly of the contradictions in nrisons, or in the "gysten of justicell
they 21ls0o lzarned of the narticular role that srisonsrs antd ex-orisoners

weve 2nc could play in the overall strugzle--not as simple ”prisonch," but
olutionaries.

4
1 nature of these); defense
cd and on trial; the attention
zad of the concepls of "opolitica
”OflC“Tﬁfe of war--we were 12 to bacomnr aware of these and
a narticular versvective larzcly bacause of the process that
Zrothers activity had set in motion.

this time (1970), that Mecivil rights movement! which had now

a more genuine movement toward nationzl liberation was under
from the enemy. The nuaber of origoners of war had increased

subscquent »ricon strugrles (esoz

activities surrounding the Soladad Blotlbro sparked a series of
which further scrved to cement this new staze: the Marin County
suse, August 7, 1970; Ceorge's assassination; the San Qusntina Six;
al of Ruchell Jagee——anl Attica, Sentavitar, 19271.
cizlly the
e

sloRaav CCblVlty around activists arrest
ently sgiven to thes=z; the sp
a

1 , frame-un and railroading; arancd actiong werce beins carried
out; : re terground formations; the number of volitical (politi-
cizzd) wmrizoners had increased-~there were more prisoners who nad by now

0 i a "revolutionary mentality." "hat began in 1970 was thnt ~""1e

> of z2rison strugsles saw a change; thas interests anﬂ objac:
~ed; wmricon strugrles ceased to be characterized as
and bocame-—-conasciously—--gart of the total rovoTu
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STATEAENT
TIE ¢ laticnship existing betwecn thz Yorison movenent™ and the overall
strus le in anerica, the relationshin existing between nrisoners and veonle
cutsi<e the walls, has been and will continus To be a dialectical relation-
shin. This relationship has had several rather distinct phages or levels.
“hat 25 heretofore characterized eacin of these nhases or lsvels 1s the
econtrol" and "direction' of outside people--even during those nhases/
levels when the influence was flowinz from the orisons to the outside.
Ye're aporoaching (have approachzd) another lsvel, where the influence
zzain flows frowm the inside to the cutside--only difference being that
'-‘m'oo’“nru will be more involved in directi control. Thic present

c O

vetus that prisoners will
”oveﬂont, a national revo-

whzge/level will best be characterized by
sive to the formation of a national pr;son-
luticnary »arty, and a national revolution

RESPONSE

I resards to the vpart iwhere you stazte that a level is being anproacned
"qo*u "direction"” will be flowing from the inside/out, this can OKLY APPLY
to = vrigcon struggle, and then that too is winimal. Prisoners have a

ce ite fole within the context of the overall strusgle and within the

co ext of the strugzle that is beinz waged inszide the walls. dovever, it

ne acceopted thatl vrisoners thezselves cannot direct or control the

= i They can influence greatly and can te very supportive. They can

noint out the many contradictions withain the nrison system, Jusztice denart-

ich can be tied into the overall nolitical/economic systen

a viole by Comrades who are working in the communities. Real direction

; cantrol Vdd on]y come from those who are 1n contact with the Peonle on
: since we all kncw that it 1s the People who are the

"RZPLY TO THE RESPOISE

your resovonse is evidence of: =2 misun
derstaniing or o

ficance of co
contra i involved in the
involwved, but we'll begin wit

d us in our effort to maks cur vosition clear, we'll rely on tazo's
SRADICTICH, and suggest that < iece be studied.
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resides....The universality or absoluteness
'0ld meaning. One is that contradiction exists
[
o

p* - . -~
g universzlity of
of contradiction
E in the oHrocess of

of all things, and tnm other i3 that in the

[

ach thing a movencnt of owvposites exicsts from
H,r noints out that these ovpogites in movement,
at once In conflict and interdenend=nce, and
tning. '

her no 2 thit each contradiction has itls narticularity, and that
USQﬁCl« iy 1qq0ﬂtdnt "to obsgerve what iz varticular to this form of
matter, nanely, to observs the gualitative difference befween
of wotion and other forms, " becsuse this constituies the founda-
r kuovladze of a thing. '

¥ must we gtudy the particular contradiction of svery sy?te of
0 motion of matter, but a2lso to study the rarticular contra LC—
each aracz2ss in the =ystem's course of develonment.
"In order to reveal the oarticularity of the contradiction...it is
ae particularity of the two asoects of each of the
L vrocesgs; othsrwise 1t will he imposzible to discover
= ocess.!" "The two aspects of each contradiction cannot
§ 2 way since each aspect has 1ts own characteristics.?
% understanding each asoect of a contradiction, we msan
E; ¢clitic b081tlon sach agspect occunies, what concrete
£ tg interdependence and in i1ts contradiction with its
§ ncrete methods are employed in the strugsle ts
3 oth interdenendent and in contradiction, and
d cc brezsksg dowun."
g cess hen its varticular features to walch we
% n a lengthy nrocess the conditions usuvally
4 ason is that, althoush the nature of the
4 the n»rocess of ) ent of a thinz and the
j Juchanzed, the rental contradiction Ta-
3 ¢d as 1t nasses from ore stage {o another in
§ ion, aong the nuwmerdus Major and 2inor con-
4 ined or influsnced by the ifundamantal contra-

iiled, scae are tem“ovﬁﬁﬁWy or vErtially re-

new onos cuerge; aence the processz is marked
ttenuWOa to tne stages in the oprocess of
deal with its contradictions nronerly.”
dith the princinal contradiction and the nrincinal
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2ge in the dcvelopment of a contradiction, MAW is the orincipal aspect and
the non-principal asoect; at another stage or in another process the
2re reversed—--a change determined by the sxtent of the increase or
case in the force of each aspect 1n its struﬁ)le against the other in
ourse of the develowment of a thing....hen the princival asoect which
ined predominance cnanges, the nature of a thing changes accordingly."
we psopnle think that this is not true of certain contradictions...and
tnere 1s no change in their respective vositions. This 1s the mechanical
materixlist conception, not the dialectical materialist conception. True, the
sroductive forces, practice and the econoalc base genserally wnlay the nrinci-
mal and decisive role...zut it must also be admitted that in certain condi-
tlons, such aspects as the relations of »nroduction, theory and the super-
structure in turn manifest themselves in the princinal and decisive role.
The creation and advocacy of revolutionary theory ovlays the orincinal and
decisive role in those times of which Lenin said, '"Without revoluticnary
theory thnere can be no revolutionary movenent.' Then a task, no nmatter
wwalch, has to be performed, but there 1s as yet no gulding line, mesthod,
ﬂ]—n or nolicy, the princinal and decisive thins is to declide on a guliding

2, 4cthod, plan or policy.!

Ye don't think it's necessary to go into Identity, Strugsle and Antagon-

esents one of the many contradictions in america.

wrigon movement!" reor
1s 1ts ovn contradictions, its own principal and
;
D

Ic
the movement also ha

1wary contradictioas
'15 aspect S, one as
cegvect within each being secondary. Rach of the nroblens Yad Zealt with

nia study of the law 0f ¢ ntradwct1on (the univergality, nart qularlly

orincinal contradiction and nrincival aswvect, etc.) are found in the "orison
novenzntJ!

Since contradiction is innerent in the "prison movement," any/all of the
nany coﬁtradictions within the "prison movement" =aintain thelr separate
agsvects and the power of self-movenment. It is this self-movement which
2 3 for the ability of these asoscts to reverse their positions.
caucntly, 1if we have a contradiction within the Yprison movrenenth
snted by the "inegide™ and the Moutside'l, it stands that ong of theose
will be the principal one, and the otder tie non-princinzl one.

ecach of these contradictions nave thelr own
ect within each COHtPH”“CthP boing prinary, the

¥
tnisz situation is rot static....” In a givsn vdrocsss or at a glven
: the development of-a radi T 5 S Thisg
sal iz "deterwined by The 2 i 2 ;
T oeach agpect In its strugzl ¢ otner en th in
which u&& gained nredominance chnanges, the naturs of a thing changes

cordingly.!
In niher words, 1f outszide forces
ro

ined real Zirection and control,
conditionsg, at a given stasge
non-princinal asnect.
force of Trisonsrs and
Once the inzide inrces
contradiction, the nature

asserted that Tthe "oricon movanend” iao cuzlitativaly Adiffarant froo
renent/strugsle in oeizons slince thoe 1800z M Tut what iz of ecgual
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sirnificance 1s the changes whicn have taken olace witiila the "gorison move-
self.
og "Maovenont/strugsle in ariszons e 1
cnanges which contrlbuted to the qualitative change that we call
gon wmovement," in the same way, ve changes occuring with-
"orison movement" are bringing about new contradictions, new levels,
= es, changes in the nature of the "prison wnovencnt" and of the con-
tradictions within it.
The "srison movement" began to do more than simyly »noint up contradic-
tions in ovrison/the "system of Jjustice!"; it began to do wmore than point up
the ecconomic basis of "crime". It began to do wore then voint up the con-
tradictions in M"capitalist" society and the role of prisons in such socleties.
As tne contradictions between assrica and its onvressed nations sharpened,
these contradictions became central to the initial formation and develooment
of the "»rison movemsnt." Beyond merely wmpointing up contradictions inherent
in "gocial production and private appropriation and beyond showing prisons
Az Mingtruments of control and intiamidation for those who challenge this
cysten-—-beyond all this, the "vprison movement" began to point uvn znd agg-
regsively involve itself in all asvects of the contradiction beitween america

(800 s roprNSint quan~-

.

and the developing revolutionary national liberation strugzles within it.
Mot 2nly was the "prison movement! influsnced by this "external® develop-
znt (netional liberation strugs ‘le/consciousness) but it was a nart of it,
and 1t esxerted its own influence upon the develoning national libsration
5tr Prisoners and strugzsles 1n nrisons contributed to tae formula-
tio ¢ disgenination of & consciousnesc and a theory of neotional ornression
and consequently boecame a part of the strugsle to end this owpression.
' we mean to say iz that as tho "prison wmoverent'" developed, the "insgida™
emalin static, did not rewmain the non-rpinciwnzl asnoact in itls strugsle
with itg 0DPo s 1te (the outside). 7o deny the possibility of this iz to atancdon
; cl 21 materielism; to deny its actuality i« Lo evidence dogmatisa,
opportunloa, or a combination of all three. Furtiier, it's to
Mncrease and decrease in the force of each asgvect--namely,
p

in the ability of the outside to, at tnis stage, ramove the
‘ookin” the further develonuaent of tire contradictions, thereby
nat has made--at this stage 1L of the role of these
le and necessary. it further points vp the naturs of the nre-
tion, 1.e., the function or role o7 the present arincipal

) at this stage, j.e., the creation and advocacy of révolu-
theory, which will lead to revolutionary »ractice

-—the reversal

0 'oc
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"If the universe is an interrelated changins nrocess, we recozhnize it in
narts by sevarating cut, in thouzht, certain nartial nroces sms——achects

sucn,  for exa:urle, as soclaty, the qnan@ of 10uuct10J, chan
”orda. These call Igolates. i i
dra;~ed frea its environment in s»aco, tlmo, and
Lore It dle a fiction, for dialecticzlly nothing
' i real chblon in the sevnge that iz

e
Tgelf, taerco-
environnent;
an obJuctive
ciiin out its
eain: them
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wnat hapnens in all znalysis, cevidenced, for instance, in studying
contradiction. It was quoted so as to serve as a int of denar-

L

that a thing has contradiction is to say that 1t nas a dialectic,
an versa. 1t was with tnls understanding that we stated "The rela-
Lwonsr‘o exlsting batween the 'prison movement' and the overall struggle in
america, the relationship existing between prisoners and people outside the
walls, has teen and will continue to be a dialectical relationship. This-
relationship has had several rather distinct phases or levels. “hat has
heretofore characterized each of these phases or levelg is the 'control!
and 'cirection' of outside peogle~~even during those nnases/levels when the
influence was flowing from the wrisons to the outsides.M

Tnough of wnat's been said uo to this point should serve to bring under-

"standinz of the meaning of the above naragraph. For exanple, the Mcivil

rights movement" during one vnasz/level exerted influcnce unon prizoners;
this "external” influ=nce wag felt, camz to be utilized by vrisonsrs to-
cether with internal dialectic, resulting in tue exertion of an influsence
flowin~ from prisons to the outside (i.e., exvosure of prigson C”“ultiOHS)-
h things as ouvooru/dcfonse activities, formation of outslde groups;
s of aCLWVltleS in otaner »risons, tne flow of literature 1nto prisons
r= prisoners became politicized, there wag mere orzanized, conscious
i

reslgtance, pvrisoners began to come together into study grouvs, collzctives;
Phaotcﬂu of the Hation of Islan and the B.P.P. were formed in nrisons; sons
of the wmost advanced ddeological thougzht and nrogramaaltic »ronoszls have
issued from inside »origcons. . -
Tut, To ons extent cr anotner, nrisonerzs have never been able to sufii-
ciently determine thne directicon of their inf Luonce thzir contributioans. It
nzs be«n left with the outside element ne wac of value, how
it would be used, how far certain idezs or nractical steps would be

Talzen.. There were instances where outside forces not only lacked the willing-
nass to adort and effect certain clements of thouzat, cer in nrograms; but

Lhers “as also been a tendency, a failure to grasn tne significance and
necessity of certain UOoltlono and Drosrans.
KON T 1 -~

dded a certein decrease in the ranks of revolutionaries

on crease mezsured not only in the nux of active people,
but me taz decrease in the anunbar of M"active” nzaple who are
2ti12 ztruggling to bringz about revolutionary change and not mere reform.
any M"active" people have found for theusslves comforvable nositions, iaany
tinme

zzining these comfortable positions at the expense of prisoners. iaany
folle nave become 50 concerned with the V'survival" of themeszlves and the-
srounes to which they belong that their vision has beocn hanpered, their growth
hez bewn retarded. Because of the "needs of (ecomomic) survlval”,the benes
fits and comforts and distractions of 1life on the street, many circumstances
abound which create confusion, hinder movement towards goals which break the
routine and cause n2onle to be onlaced in the wath of the ensmy in ways which
Jeorardize "freedon" and health.

In "Xorard The United Front," Comrade-Brother George Jeclkson noted "the new
3y an* a2roLressive curro**” which had garung un around nolitical
asked how thls could be develoved and esnloyed in the overall
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But where was this "head" to be found, if not in the "prison movement" itself?

Susequent developments have shown that, if this "head" is to be found within
the "prison movement," then it will, further, be found in the prisons among/repre-
sented by prisoners, rather than those outside the walls—at this particular
stage.

We understand, for instance, that those behind the walls have limited mobility,
that they don't have "day-to-day" contact with the people.

But it's not this daily contact with the people alone that's neede, at this
stage. Those "anti-establishment forces" George spoke of had/have this daily

contact—--but the barricades remain!!!

What's needed are 'particular responses from the nervous systems' of these
having this contact; what's needed is/are particular forms of practice, guided
by particular theory.

Our understanding of the reasons underlying the call for the national pri-
soners movament, the proposed party and liberation front, indicate that these
are specific proposals, made by specific people, aiming toward a specific objec—
tive. It stands that these can't be simply thrown out in the hope that someone
will grab them, begin to make them realities, and do this in specific ways—-
ways which would give some assurance that these proposals would fulfill their
purpose.
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