
BY V/AY OF INTRODUCTION
<?//3/77

IK December, 1976, a draft copy of what v:as then tentatively called "Contri-
butions Toward The National Prisoners Movement" was sent to comrades for
tiieir criticism and input. In their response, strong opinions v/ere offered
regarding two statements made in the draft.

The response indicated to us very fundamental differences in perspective,
and theory, which further Indicated a difference in practice which we felt
would prove (and has proven) harmful.

A rather spontaneous reply was written and sent, "/hat follows is a slight
revision of that reply, which has-- as its purpose: to distinguish the "prison
movement" from "struggles in prisons since the 1800 's; to define5 through
analysis, what vie recognize as the "prison movement"; to point out the dis-
tinctive character of the "prison movement" as inextricably related to the
development of the NewAfrikan (Black) struggle for national liberation in,
particular, and to other national liberation struggles in general; to point
up what we see as a "new" role of prisons in america, which departs somewhat
from the conventional Marxist-Leninist and/or reformist conception of the
"role of prisons in (capitalist) society"; to give some indication of what
we see as the reasons that more direction and control over the "prison move-
ment" must come frovn prisoners; to give some indication of what v/o see the
next phase of struggle being, both in prisons and in america in general.

Our reference to the Soledad Brothers and to Attica (Sept, r?1) is really
reference to a PERIOD (1970-1971) which we used for the purpose of our
analysis, because we think that this PERIOD marks that point at which a
clear.., qualitative difference in the character of "prison struggles" can be
noticed.

"Contributions Toward The National Prisoners Mover/lent" has been revised.,.
and distributee! as SPO Discussion Paper #1 .

*-* *****************************

"Opposition and struggle between ideas of different kinds constantly occur

within the Party; this is a reflection within the Party of contradictions

between classes and between the new and. the old in society. If there v/ere

no contradictions in the Party and no ideological struggles to resolve

thorn, the Party's life would come to an end."

ON CONTRADICTION, Mao Tse-tung
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STATEMENT

IT'S widely accepted that with the activities surrounding the anticipated
trial of Comrade-Brothers George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John Clutchette,
there arose v/hat came to be known as the "prison movement."

From the beginning, the "prison movement".was both influenced by, and
exerted its own influence upon,, the general, overall struggles talcing place
in america—national liberation 'and class struggles.

RESPONSE

IT was pointed out that the "prison movement" did. not arise around Comrade
George Jackson. That statement is not factual and it would be negating the
movement/struggle that has been occuring in prisons since the 1800's. The
prison movement intensified with the Soledad Brothers, but in no sense did
it "arise."

R"PLY TO THE RESPONSE

Y/E think that the criticism/response offered, toward the statement is unsound.
It's our belief that the failure to understand where wa're "coming from" in
the statement is essentially due to the reluctance to abandon conventional
theoretical models regarding the definition of the role of prisons in america,
in particular; and to the failure to abandon incorrect ideological and theo-
retical models regarding revolutionary and national liberation struggle in
a;i-:-rica in general—it's evidence of a failure to view things dialectically
and to make concrete analysis of concrete conditions.

To understand hov; the "prison movement" arose during the period narked by
the Soledad. Brothers' defen'se activities and the Attica Rebellion, it is
necessary to abandon such "lines" on prisons in america as espoused by
Jessica Mitford or the Revolutionary Communist Party; it necessitates new,
critical, and independent analyses, rather than the contunied servile, sterilt
dependence upon ideological and theoretical constructions which address ths
peculiar conditions of oppressed nations paternalistically, and say little
more than that "prisons are the tools of the capitalist ruling class"; or
"prisoners are members of the working class", etc.

-

Y.rc understand, the need to learn the history of prisons in america (i.e.,
where the first one was built) ; we understand the need to learn hov; prisons
hs.vo been used in america over the past several hundred, years (i.e., from
total isolation of prisoners, to putting them to work on farms and in shops),
fu t such facts without appropriate relationship to the general political,
ecoroaic and social conditions prevailing throughout america at successive
st?::-:es of its development, will serve to hinder rather than inspire struggle;
will serve to distort rather than clarify our thinking.

'"hat v/s rn^an is, v;e cannot have, today, a complete, correct understanding
o ;' •,rise-JIG end/or struggles in orisons in america, unless wo pay proper
a 'Tt-nt ion to the presence and the struggles of Native Americans, of I-Tev/Afrik;
(iK-reinafter simply "AfrikanfitJOin america. '"hich is to say that v;e must bogi:
cur anolyci^ with the understanding that several nations exist on the- north
a~" . r ican continent; that america is a "orisonhouse of nations".
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Ho correct understanding of orisons and struggles in "orisons within the
present u.s. borders can be had unless we begin by understanding.that the
'••"ovelopment and function of the entire "criminal justice system" has been
ji'nt as significantly determined by the struggles of oppressed nations as
it has by the "needs and fears of the emoloyers" as the "working class"

e in rebellion.

TO arrive at a definition and a shared conception of the "prison movement",
it's necessary for us to know what a MOVEMENT is. For us, a "movement" is
defined as: a particular instance or manner of moving; a particular tendency
or particular trend in movement"; a series of organized activities working
toward a specific objective; an organized effort to promote or attain a
specific end.

//e made reference to the Soledad Brothers' defense activities because we
think they serve to sufficiently mark the end of one period of struggle and
the beginning of another; because we think that, together with the Attica
Rebellion, they mark the point where a qualitative change occured in the
character of struggles in prisons within the u.s. borders.

ghat v/e moan is, while there have surely been "struggles in prisons
since the IcOO's," these struggles did not constitute a MOVEMENT; they did
not represent a homogeneous, distinct, significant and influential pheno-
menon until the period marked by Sole.dad/Attica, and therefore did not con-
stitute a. "'orison movement."

'"e give due recognition to all those struggles in pi
to all those defense activities surrounding past prison
individuals accused of opposing the law and order'of th
maintain that "none of these constituted a MOVEMENT and
constitute the "prison movement."

\7e give due recognition to the fact that many people
borders, past and present, had/have a particular unders
of prisons in american (capitalist/imperialist) society
standing is not a MOVEMENT.

There have been instances when struggles in orisons,
general, and the defense activities surrounding persons
th • lav/ -and order of the orroressor have been used (eith
opoortunistically) as temporary issues in the political
ana/or individuals. There have been articles, 'oamphl^ts
on ""T'lsons and prisoners, which gone toward enlightenin
and generally raising political consciousness. -Zut none
a ' ".'>'; ? r r~ •'• • en

;U i/ I'.iiirJ I 1 •

"'e also recognize that during the 1800's, the role o
struggles taking place in prisons had a very direct ana
shir to Afriksn people, and this relationship is fundam
niiion of tho "prison movement," Hut, again, we maintai

did not cone into being until the

I! 1-.

•isons before 1970-71;
struggles and/or

e oppressor—but we
therefore did not

u. s.
tan ding of the role

an under-

'careers5' of groups

that llr

since the 1300's)f the "struggles in 'nrisons
lor, contributed to and influenced the 'present
.': "'?rison movement," They were actions which \vere quantitative in
• et'-r. . . thvy wore struggles which represent those quantitative cha
gradually acnumul':\to and eventually result in qu.p.1 itati vo change.

n ; H -* .o. (q ̂ (
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you expect the struggles in prisons today to be the "same" as those of the
prnt. Thus you deny or overlook "internal motion" and the possibility of new
things arising. It's similar to saying that "all wars are the same," or that
"all nationalism is reactionary"....

We can't forget, or ignore, the necessity for paying attention to new
things, to things that are rising. 'Ye can't just concentrate on what has
existed or on v/hat exists at the present. V/e have to give due consideration
to that which is corning into being. Reality is always concrete.

Therefore, when vie begin to make a concrete analysis of prisons and
struggles in prisons in america, we think we should investigate each separate
struggle concretely, '"e should also check out the social, political and eco-
nomic conditions prevailing throughout the country at successive periods. An
analysis of this type v/ould necessarily include a comparison of regions (i.e.,
struggles in northern prisons compared to those in southern prisons, and the
particular conditions prevailing in both areas); it should also make special
note of the national composition of prisons (i.e., the percentage of members
of oppressed nations ((Native American nationals, Afrikan nationals, oppressor
nation nationals)) in each prison and/or area).

Central to our position that a qualitative change took place in orison struggles
at the period narked by Soledad/Attica is the fact that they are now intima-
tely related to the liberation struggles of oppressed nations within the u.s.
borders, particularly to the national liberation struggle of Afrikans in the
u. 3.

During (and since) the 1800's, while no prison MOVEMENT existed, there
were struggles in prisons, and seme attention was given to these struggles,
to the role that orisons were then playing in the u.s. But, the attention
given to these struggles, the interpretation of the role of prisons in the
u.s.--v/hat was given emphasis—usually defended upon who was making the
analysis, why they were doing so, and at what point in time.

'.r.'e've been made familiar with quotes from Mother Jones and gugene Debs,
for instance, which relate to prisons; we've been made familiar with material
which emphasizes ths "slave labor and slave wages" of prisoners, and which
generally gives an economist perspective to prison and prison struggles. Such
mat-rial tends- to favor reform; if it approaches a revolutionary perspective,
it does so from the perspective of the "dominant culture," i.e., revolution-
aries of the oppressor nation.

v"ut in the 1300' s Afrikans in the u.s. were viewing prisons from a per-
spective which emphasized their nations,! oppression. At that point in time,

•!- o p f ' c-L- . J. O. \j ^

.seven, re sonr given for the formation of
'The odious and demoralizing penitentiary system in the

h its chain gangs, .convict leases and indiscriminate mixing of
females."
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And, in 1901, DuBois v/as writing that "Despite compromise, v/ar, and
struggle, the (Afrikan) is not free. In well-nigh the whole rural South
tho .Black farriers are peons, bound by lav; and cue torn to an economic slavery
fron which the only escape Is death or tho penitentiary."

,'.7e sinply cite- these to draw attention to some historical fact which o;ust
be considered by us today in making both general analysis/theory upon which
we base our practice in national liberation struggle, and in making a par-
ticular analysis/theory upon which y/e base struggle in and around prisons in
arn erica.

In 1890 there was "indiscriminate mixing of males and females" in the
prisons of the South; today, there is Comrade-Sister Assata Shakur in an
all-'nale prison in New Jersey. Check it out.

Before I863j the plantation was the "prison" for Afrikan people in the
u.s. "/That ever v;as happening in u.s. prisons before this point v/as, for all
practical purposes, centered solely around the nationals of the oppressor
nation.

After 1863, Afrikans began to "assume a new status" in america; v;e were
no longer simply chattel, property—no longer siraply "outside" of the
oppressor nation—and thus found ourselves in the condition described, by
DuBois.

Thus, it was in the 1800' s that struggles in and around aoierlcan prisons
began to change in character from any previous struggles. This change was
not simply, not priaarily caused by "the rise of the working class" etc.,
but by the change in the composition of prison- populations, especially in
the South. It v.-as influenced by the changes taking place throughout aiacrica
as the country "adjusted itself" to the new colonial status of Afrikans.

After 1863, the american "criminal justice system" began to assume a new
role In the control not simply of the "working class", but In the control of
oppressed nations. As iviore and more Afrikans began to fill southern "orisons,
gthe role/function of these prisons changed; southern prisons began to be
looked upon differently and responded to differently than northern prisons.
Consequently, struggles in prisons before the 1800's, during the 1300's, and
aftor the 1oOO's, must be seen in accordance with the many variables surroun-
ing each "oeriod.

•"e had a ^articular relationship to prisons in am eric a during the 1300's,
and orison struggles had a particular character during the 1300's. Our rela-
tionship to orisons in a-ierica durinv? the 1800's was more or less restricted

i.ut we began to move from, the South and into the North (and Nest). Thus,
we began to assume a particular relationship to prisons In the ?;orth as
well. And, as we began to fill northern (and western) prisons, prison
struggles in general began to change. We're talking especially about the
past A-5 to 50 years.

No contend that the most notable changes in trie nature of struggles in
american prisons began to take place in the late sixties and early seventie
and that it was during this period that tho prison MOVEMENT arose.

seventies fro;o those which "oreceded theni, and thus gave rise to the "prison
-oUvo.••. :gr" was the relationship that those now struggles had/have to national
lib:" r.-j.toon struggles in general, and to the Afrikan liberation struggle in
particular. V;o think that the years 1954 to 1970 had a unique influence upon
struggles in prison, and thus contribute:"; to giving tho "prison movement"
"!-1- S -': j <••: T~ i n r- r " o " r> n r- f a -̂-i-o UXIJ ̂  U v., : .cil OIL. Le^. .
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comprised a nation, acd our struggle
has air/ays been one aiming toward national liberation, independence, self-
determination. If this fact has not alv/ays been clear to us and/or to
others, it simply stands as evidence of our national oppression, of our
lac': of power to determine our ova destiny, to define our ovm situation
and goals.

V'c regard v/hat is sometimes called the "black protest movement" or the
"civil rights movement" as simply a particular expression, phase or stage
of the national liberation struggle that we have been waging for several
hundred years.

195'-!- 1955 are significant, since they serve to nark a
distinctive stage of the struggle for national liberation. In these years
3680; which had been planted centuries before, decades before, years
even days before, began to blossom. In these years also, seeds were planted
as well.

In May, 195-4-, "the u.s. supreme court declared "racial segregation" in
u.s. public schools unconstitutional; this decision was followed in Hay, 1955?
by an order to "integrate" u.s. public schools "with all deliberate speed."

Among other things, these acts forced a recognition of the continued
existence of the national oppression of Afrikans in america. During the
'oroceedings and as part of the legal argument before the court, it was
stated that "slavery (national oppression) is perpetuated" by the laws
requiring "separate but equal" public school facilities.

The decision and order by the court did. not cease the perpetuation of
"slavery" in america, which is to say that the national oppression of
Afrikan people remained a reality.

?ut, just as the cause of the decision and order lay in the contra-
diction between the o'o "Dressed, and oppressor nations, the supreme court
action served to sharpen this contradiction, to heighten our consciousness
and to escalate the level of national liberation struggle.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott of December, 1955: this, too, was a part of
what went into marking this period as a distinctive stage of struggle.
The Boycott arose as a consequence' of national oppression, and it gave
rise to new expressions of the fundamental contradiction within the u.s.
borders: that between the oppressed Afrikan nation and the oonrcssor
n a 11 o n.

"or the purpose of our analysis, we hold that it was the action taken
by t-ie u.s. supreme court and the Montgomery Bus'Boycott that mark that
period which gave rise to the "civil rights movement."

Again, this "civil rights movement" was simply one particular expression,
one particular form that the national liberation struggle has assumed. And,,
even within this "civil rights movement" there are phases, or stages which
can be distinguished.

Put, taken as a whole, the "civil rights movement" gave rise to, and
represented a new level of struggle; it represented and gave rise to a
new level of consciousness. As

:ivil. rights" mo.
ic ri - . - h " an
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the influence of people such as Malik, Eldridge, Robert 7/illiams, Stokeley,
Bap; there was the Bandung Conference in 1955; the independence of Ghana in
1957; the struggle and assassination of Lumumba in 1960-61; the struggles
in Algeria, Cuba, etc., etc.

All of this began to show itself in a distinctive change in the charscter
of prisoners and their struggles. As a result, there began to be seen prison-
ers leaving prisons'in these years who became involved in the struggle on
the street, but who also began to set up organizations of ex-priso-ners to
support prison struggles. 7/e think 1970 the most proper date to be given to
mark that point at y/hich a distinct stage in "prison struggles" manifested
itself, giving birth to the "prison movement."

The above facts, together with: the murders of W.L. Nolen, Cleveland
Edwards and Alvin Miller on January 13, 1970; the execution of justice in
the form of a pig thrown off a gallery on January 16,. 1970; George Jackson.
Fleeta Drumgo and John Clutchette being charged- for this on February 28, 1970.
Only by chance was one of these Brothers able to get a message out to his
mother, who '.vent to the B.P.P. It was due to the nature, the character, of
the defense activities for the Soledad Brothers, which brought together all
the features and influences we've mentioned above, and acted to give life to
the "prison movement."

By their na.ture, the defense activities surrounding the Soledad Brothers
served to reach out across the country and form a heretofore non-existing,
concrete, conscious bond between prisoners. It was at this point that more—
significantly more—prisoners and people outside began to form more organiza-
tions, Inside and out. Definite, conscious, organized activity, on a mass,
national scale, began to take nlace around prisons.

"'hen people learned of the Soledad Brothers, they consequently learned
nly of the contradictions in prisons, or In the: "system of justice";
K!SO learned of the particular role that prisoners an:; ex-prisoners
and could play in the overall struggle—not as simple "prisoners," but
volutionaries.
e activities surrounding the Soledad Brothers sparked a series of

August 7, 1970; G eo r ge ' s assassination; the San Q/aentin Six;

v/ subsequent prison struggles (especially the nature of these);
ipnort activity around activists arrested and. on trial; the attention
vas subsequently given to these; the soroad of the concepts of "politic?
"_ers" and "pri-soners of war"—wo were able to become aware of these and
Inem with a particular perspective largely because of the process that

the Doledad Brothers activity had set in motion.
Also, by this time (1970), that "civil rights movement" which had now

become to us a more genuine movement toward national liberation was under
heav;/ attack from the enemy. The number of prisoners of war had Increased
due to arrest, frame-up and railroading; armed actions were being carried
out; there were underground formations; the number of political (politi-
cized) prisoners had increased/—there were more prisoners v/ho had by now
possessed a "revolutionary mentality." Y.'hat began In 1970 was that the
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II

STATEMENT

"orison movement" and the overall
struggle in america, the relationship existing between prisoners and people
outside the walls, has been and will continue to be a dialectical relation-
ship. This relationship has had several rather distinct phases or levels,
'"hat has heretofore characterized each of these phases or levels is the
"control" and "direction" of outside people—even during those phases/
levels when the influence was flowing from the prisons to the outside.

We're approaching (have approached) another level, where the influence
again flows from the inside to the outside—only difference being that
prisoners will be more Involved in direction and control. This present
phase/level will best be characterized by the impetus that prisoners will
give 'to the formation, of a. national prisoners movement, a national revo-
lutionary party, and a national revolutionary front.

RESPONSE

II! regards to the part where you state that a. level is being approached
where "direction" will be flowing f r o m the Inside/out, this can ONLY APPLY
to tho prison struggle, and then that too is minimal. Prisoners have a
ce f in i t e role within the context of the overall struggle and within the
context of the struggle that is being waged inside the walls. However, it -
must be accepted that prisoners themselves cannot direct or control the
s t ruggle . They can inf luence greatly and can be very supportive. They can
point out the many contradictions within the prison system, justice depart-
men t , etc., which can be tied into the overall political/economic system
as a whole by Comrades who are working in the communities. Peal direction
and control can only come f rom those who are in contact with the People on
a day-to-day basis since we all know that it is the People who are the
makers of history.

REPLY TO THE RESPONSE

WE think your response is evidence of: a misunderstanding of the statement;
a misunderstanding or deliberate avoidance of the dialectic of the "prison
movement"; a misunderstanding of the process and significance of contradic-
tion in general, and of the particular contradictions involved in the
"prison movemen t . " Other things may be involved , but we ' l l begin with these
three.

To aid us in our e f fo r t to make our position clear, we ' l l rely on M a o ' s
C:i COITTI-cADICTlOH, and suggest that the entire piece be studied.

MAO points out that the "law of contradiction in things, that Is, the law
of tho unity of opposltes, is the basic lav: of materialist dialectics," and
thr:t the "dialectical world outlook teaches us primarily how to observe and
analyse the movement of opposites ir. different things and, on the basis of
such 'Dialysis, to indicate tho m e t h o d s for resolving contradictions."
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universality of contradiction resides..».The universality or absoluteness
of contradiction has a tv/0-fold meaning. One is that contradiction exists
in the- process of development of all things, and the other is that in the
•orocoss of deve lopmen t of each thing a movement of opposites exists from
beginning to end." h:c fur ther points out that these opposites in movement ,
or, these "tv/o aspects" are at once in conflict and interdependence, and
constitute the totality of a thing.

He further notes that each contradiction has its particularity, and that
it is ^specially important "to observe what is particular to this form of
Motion of matter, namely, to observe the qualitative difference between
this form of 'notion and other forms, " because this constitutes the founda-
tion of our knowledge of a thing.

"Tot only :?iust we study the particular contradiction of every system, of
the fo.ras of notion of matter, but also to study the particular contradic-
tion of each ")r~>cess in the systern ' s course of deve 1 oT>rnent.

But, "In order to reveal the particularity of the contradiction...it is
necessary to reveal the particularity of the tv/o aspects of each of the
contradictions in that process; otherud.se it will bo impossible to discover
the essence of the process." "The ty/o aspects of each contradiction cannot

understanding what specific position each aspect occupies, what concrete
for^s it assumes in its interdependence and in Its contradiction with its
opposite, an:; what concrete methods are employed in the struggle with its
opposite, when the two are both interdependent and In contradiction, and
also after the interdependence breed's down."

" . . .each stage in the process has its particular features to which we
rust give attention too. . . . in a lengthy process the conditions usually

'undaM jnta.l contradiction in the process of development of a thing and the
'ssenco; of the process remain unchanged, the fundamental contradiction be-
;o'.:os "ore and i;?ore Intensified as it passes frow one stage to another in
-he lengthy process. In addit ion, a eoitg the numerous major and minor con-
tradictions v/hich are determined or influenced by the fundamental contra-
hlctlon, some become intensified, some are temporarily or partially re-
•olwed. or mitigated, and some new ones emerge; hence the process is marked
g stages. If people do not pay attention to the stages in the process of
•'gv.jlopment of a thing, they cannot deal with its contradictions properly."

further on, riao deals with the principal contradiction and the principal
•ipect of a contradiction.

ww principal contradiction is that "whose existence and development
•31 ermine or influence the existence and development of the other contra-
r'.c Lions." Also, as to the principal aspect: "...in any given contradiction,
-other principal or secondary.. . the development of the contradictory asoect:

i ch is ho

co

i 1 Vs ^eter-sineu :ns

o f th (i thin "• cha :i "e

ry. ihe principal aspect
role in the contradict ion. T:ie nature of a

the principal aspect of a contradiction, the
t po si tion.,

t static: the principal au:1 'the non-principal
r an r; form themselves into each, other and the
accordingly. In a given orocess or at a given
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stage in the development of a contradiction, "A" is the principal aspect and
"B" ir: the non-principal aspect; at another stage or in another process the
roles are reversed—a change determined by the extent of the increase or
decrease in the force of each aspect in its struggle against the other in •
the course of the development of a thing. .. .V.'hen the principal aspect which
has gained predominance changes, the nature of a thing changes accordingly."

"Some people think that this is not true of certain contradictions...and
there is no change in their respective positions. This is the mechanical
materialist conception, not the dialectical materialist conception. True, the
productive forces, practice and the econoaic base generally play the princi-
pal and decisive role...But it must also be admitted that in certain condi-
tions, such aspects as the relations of production, theory and the super-
structure in turn manifest themselves in the principal and decisive role.
The creation and advocacy of revolutionary theory plays the principal and
decisive role in those times of which Lenin said, ' "Without revolutionary
theory there can be no revolutionary movement.1 "/hen a task, no natter
Y/hich, has to be performed, but there is as yet no guiding line, method,
~>lan or policy, the principal and decisive thing is to decide on 3. guiding

method, 'plan or policy."
V/e don't think it's necessary to go into Identity, Struggle and Antago?!-

The "orison movement" represents one of the many contradictions in amcrica.
But the movement also has its ov;n contradictions, its ovm principal and
secondary contradictions; each of these contradictions have their ovm

one aspect v/ithin each contradiction boing primary, the
being secondary. Each of the problems m'ao dealt

in his study of the lav; of contradiction (the universality, particularity,
principal contradiction and principal aspect, etc.) are found in the "prison
movement."

by »M

Since contradiction is inherent in the "prison movement," any/all of the
many contradictions within the "prison movement" maintain their separate
aspects ana the power of self-movement. It is this self-movement v/hich
accounts for the ability of these aspects to reverse their positions.

Consequently, if vie have a contradiction y/ithin the "prison movement"
stands that one of those

bhe non-principal one.
"But this situation i;

stage in the development
reversal is "determined by the extent of the increase or decrease in the
force of each aspect in its struggle against tho other. .. ."'hen the principal
aspect ivhich has gained predominance changes, the nature of a thing changes
a c c o r d i n g 1 y. "

direction and control, their Civen
contradiction 5

by,

in
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significance is
merit" itself*

Jus

the changes which have taken "olace '"orison move-

as "movement/struggle in prisons since the 1800's" represent quan-
ge we call

"prison m o v e m e n t , " in the same way, quanti tat ive changes occuring v/i th-
the orison movement" are bringing about new contradictions, nev/ level

new stages, changes in the nature of the "prison movement" and of the con-
tradictions v/ithiri it.

The "prison movement" began to do more than simply point up contradic-
tions in prison/the "system of justice"; it began to do more than point up
the economic basis of "crime". It began to do more than point up the con-
tradictions in "capitalist" society and the role of prisons in such societies.

As the contradictions between america and its- oppressed nations sharpened,
these contradictions became central to the initial formation and development
of the "orison movement." Beyond merely pointing up contradictions inherent
in "social production and private appropriation" and beyond showing prisons
as "instruments of control and intimidation for those who challenge this
system" — beyond all this, the "prison movement" began to point up and agg-
ressively involve itself in all aspects of the contradiction between america
and the developing revolutionary national liberation struggles within it.

Not only was the "prison movement" influenced by this "external" -develop-
ment (national liberation struggle/consciousness) but it was a part of it,
and it exerted its own influence upon the developing national liberation
struggles. Prisoners and struggles in prisons contributed to the formula-
tion and dissemination of a consciousness and a theory of national oppression
and consequently became a part of the struggle to end this oppression.

we nean to say is that as the "prison movement" developed, the "inside"
remain static, did not remain the non~rpinci"oal asprict in its strugglenoi

with its opposite (the outside). To deny the possibility of this is to aba.nd.on
a al materialise; to deny its actuality is to evidence dogmatism,

opportunism, or a combination of all three. Fur it' to
evidence the "increase and decrease in the force of h aspect"—namely,

se in the ability of o at this stage, remove the

up what has made—at this
aspects possible and necessary. It
sent
aspect (inside) at this stage, i.e.
tionary theory, which will lead to

of the role of these
": O f

ratradiction, i.e., the function or role of the oresent principal
, the creation and advocacy of revolu-
revol-utionary practice.

"If the universe is an interrelated changing process, we recognize it in
parts by separating out, in thought, certain partial processes--ast)ects
such, . :?'or example, as society, the means of production, changing objects,
words, ""hese we call Isolates. An isolate is something that has boon
dragged from its environment in space, time, and matter. By itself, there-
fore, it is a fiction, for dialectic-ally nothing can be free of environment;
out it is a reaji fiction in the sense that it really ^oes have an objective
existence. The first nteo in the study of
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of
studying
deoar-

t a thin.fi,- has contradiction is to say thai
It with this understanding that

it has a dialectic,
stated. "The rela-

tionship existing between the 'prison movement1 and the overall struggle in
americs, the relationship existing between prisoners and people outside the
walls, has been and will continue to be a dialectical relationship. This'
relationship has had several rather distinct phases or levels, '"hat has
heretofore characterized each of these phases or levels is the 'control1
and 'direction1 of outside people--even during those phases/levels when the
influence was flowing from the -orisons to the outside."

Enough of what's been said up to this point should serve to bring under-
standing of the meaning of the above paragraph. For example, the "civil
rights movement" during one phase/level exerted influence upon prisoners;
this "external" influence was felt, came to be utilized, by prisoners to-
gether with internal dialectic, resulting in the exertion of an influence
flowing from prisons to the outside (i.e., exposure of prison conditions).
"Vith such things as support/defense activities, formation of outside groups,
awareness of activities in other prisons, the flow of literature into prisons,
etc., more prisoners became politicized, there was more organized, conscious
resistance, prisoners began to come together Into study groups, collectives;
chapters of of T , am and the E.P.P. were formed in prisons; some
of the most advanced idoological thought and programmatic proposals have
issued, from inside orisons.

or another, prisoners have never been able to suffi-
ciently determine the direction of their influence, their contributions. It
has be-n left with the outside element to determine 'what wan of value, how
it would be used, how far certain ideas or certain practical steps would be

There were instances where outside forces not only t h e wi 1II n g-
ness to adopt and effect certain elements of thought, certain programs; but
there has also been a tendency, a failure to grasp the significance and
necessity of certain positions and programs.

To this must be added a certain decrease in the ranks of revolutionaries
on the outside, a decrease measured not only in the numbers of active people,
but measured also by the decrease in the number of "active" people who are
still struggling to bring about r e vo 1 u t i o nary change and not mere reform.

active" people have found themselves comfortable positions, many
times gaining these comfortable positions at the expense of prisoners. Many
folks have become so concerned with the "survival" of themselves and the
groups to which they belong that their vision has been hampered, their growth
has beon retarded. Because of the "needs of (economic) survival"rthe bener?
fibs and comforts and distractions of life on the street, many circumstances
abound which create confusion, hinder movement towards goals which break the
routine and cause people to be nlaced In the -oath of the enemy in wavs which
.j e o T-. a r d i ?, e " f r e e d o ni " health.

In
around no IItic al
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"The 'Prison Movement , ' the Au ;ust ?th mover-lent and all si mil
od.ucate til?-; "oeo~ole in t.so illecttiv.iacy of establishment nov/er an
the ultimate r\oal of revolut ionary consciousr-eGK at every level
The (;oal in air/ays the sa:.ie: the creation of an infrastructure c

a p jople ' s a ray.
"'.Vitri this as a c o m m o n major soal, it would see:n that anti-os

forces Y/ould find little diff icul ty in developing common initiat
;:iothocls consistent with the °;oals of nass society. ?os:retful"ly,
not, been the case. Only the prison sovenent has shown any "areais
acroaa the ideological, racial an-: cultural harricad.es that have
natural, coalition of left-v/ing forces at all times in the'past.
Toveaont must be used to provide an exaaple. "he issues involve"
dialectic v/hich flows fro;;! an understanding of the clear ob jec t i
of overt overession could be the narin Aboard for our entry into
increasing vorld-v/ids coclalint c-aaciounnees. "

Georee v;a.s pointing here to a need , a noceccity, brought abou
overall conditions o f stru^°;le. Ke ":as oointine to "barricades"
not r?:h;voly the advancement of "rjrieon struylea, " but "/hich "orev
advance-'aent of the overall st rumple in aucrica.

7or a nu.'iber of reasons, outs ide forces v:ere not able to era;"

tabli aliment
i v e s an d
this has
e of cutting
blocked the

So this
and the

ve exi st £•>r- c o
the tide of

George ria/rtiy believed that the n~"rison tnovemer-t" could provide
r rov ide the iaaetus for such development.

'"e v;as not cal.liny for the "prison riioveaent" to MS rely "^oo.int
•'ict.xons 1:'- va-j.son"; not merely calling for it to ".-joint up cor.t
:a the 'syete-: of jus t i ce ' . "

: a t ed ly a'l.O";eci h^out 'ejeoiG ca/o
-ali s ' • • - and fascisa. to triu;..ph over the last several decs.
at i .: -or tant , he v.'as c a h h i a - unon th"

1 va-bei-rjhip. . . 'One s"'.ar:ly cannot act without a head . ' "

this "head" to b:; found, if r.ot in the "prison :—•:

"ubsonuent develop-'ionts have shewn that , if this "hi-ad" is
••-iteia the "prisonyvove.aent," tv -a it will, iTurther , be found
'"' on /re or-" sented by -prisoners, rather
^articular sta-vo.

unde r s t and , for instance, that those behind the '.rails have

.y contact—but tee barricac.es regain!!!
"'aat 'n needed are '^articular ^"esaonses fro"! the nervous syst
'• ' !.b-l:: contact ; '.'ha.t's nc;ej.od is/are ;'. rticular f o r i s of ;r



f t .

•''-3, "1 u

s P o



- 14 -

But where was this "head" to be found, if not in the "prison movement" itself?

Susequent developments have shown that, if this "head" is to be found within
the "prison movement/' then it will, further, be found in the prisons among/repre-
sented by prisoners, rather than those outside the walls—at this particular
stage.

We understand, for instance, that those behind the walls have limited mobility,
that they don't have "day-to-day" contact with the people.

But it's not this daily contact with the people alone that's neede, at this
stage. Those "anti-establishment forces" George spoke of had/have this daily
contact—but the barricades remain!I!

What's needed are 'particular responses from the nervous systems' of those
having this contact; what's needed is/are particular' forms of practice, guided
by particular theory.

Our understanding of the reasons underlying the call for the national pri-
soners movement, the proposed party and liberation front, indicate that these
are specific proposals, made by specific people, aiming toward a specific objec-
tive. It stands that these can't be simply thrown out in the hope that someone
will grab them, begin to make them realities, and do this in specific ways—
ways which would give some assurance that these proposals would fulfill their
purpose.

Atiba
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