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Women's jails include one federa.lt 28 state prisons ahd 24 
facilities for womer. which are under the control of the wa.rdens 
of the male pri8ons in the stete. There are about 10,000 women 1n 
prison in the u._s., This is out o:f a ·total of about l+001 ·,coo 
priP.oners. One woman 1~ arrested. for every seven me-n -but men ... pr1eoners 
outnumber ·women 30· to 1., 
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Judges will o:'ten recommena probation rather than prison for ,,,omen. 
A stvdy oy the Amertcan Association of University Women found that 
Bail 1s higher and ~entences longsr for black women than for white. 
An exception to thi e rule i's in the cas,e of pros ti tut ion where white 
women are given stiffer sentences. • 

• Most women commi tt crimes that are really so_c.ial problems. 
Over 50< e.re charged with offenf:es like disorderly conduct and drunken­
nes~. Prostitution, larceny, forgery, ana shopl1ft1n~ are offenses. 
com~itted by =addicted women to support their habits~~ If a woman 
commi tts murder or mB.nslau~t,ter, the victim is usually a. husband or 
le>ver. 

•·Most worr,_en' s jails hs.ve no er1ucationa.l or recreational facil1 til3s. 
The excvse f,")r this is le.cl,;:: of n:aney and staff. M'an.y of the jails 
have- no black or Latin ste.ff. Most of the ~ua.rds ere middle-e.!::!'.ed 
women wlthout tra.ining. Lattn womer. a.re not allo~•red to speak S'panish, 
have Spe.nish ::>ook·s, or write or receive letters in Span1Eh. 

Women's prieons 01?.n be ae brutal as men's. Women C9.n 'be loclred 
in the hole for a variety of trivial offenses includin~ being late 
and wearin~ dirty clothes. The stete prison at Muncy, Pa. has s. 
hole which ha.s no bed and where tl:le nrisoner~ receive one meal ev'=rV 
21+ hours. Since there are generaily- no work or study programs,. • 
tbe wo~en spenc their cays cleaning and scrubbing. TBe women are 
re3e.rded and treated as 11girls''. • 

Eighty per cent of wori~en uri soners have chilcren. The women 
o:'ten do not know 1,.rhare their c~i1aren are or i,.;hat kind of care 
they are getting. !-!2.ny women prisoners come from poor :"arn111es 
anc the • efore, even if thsir families a.re willine, to care fo:?'." the 
childr~n, they may be ,judged es "unsuitable" oy· the courts. 
Chil~ren born in ~r1eon are placed in foster homes if the family 
does not "ouali:!',. 1 " to care for them. The court has a.1::solute ; v 

authority in thi<: matter. Often, great pres8ure is put on women 
to flve their children up for adoption. 

Women' 8 ja:!.ls do not even bot-her with the :9:r-etense of "rehab­
i li ta.tion" which is the suppo~ed rationale of r!'1.en's prism~s,. 'I'h"' 
condition of women's jails is another indication of the et~tue.of 
women, parU.cularl:.' poor ana Third World women. 




