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THE PLAGUE 

Capitalism+ Dope= GENOCIDE 

Introduction 

Michael Cetewayo Tabor wa~ one of the Panther 2lo He 
iiS·:-23 years old, and he \..:.as charged, along with the other 
New York Panthers on trial before Judge John (Mudface) 
l"lur.-t'!1-gh of conspi·:t:i~g ~~-~~~der:yo~io.eme.~..hLoJrJ up the 

. """ . .,.~ _,............. ., 
Botanical Gardens, dynamite department stores and rail-
way lines. The biggest frame-up in the history of 
New York. 

For five years, from age 13 to age 18, while living 
in Harlem wheile he was born, Tabor was addicted to heroin, 
the Plague. At 13 he was "desperate and depressed" and 
began shooting upo He became a member of the "Cloud 
Nine Bocietyn to escape the "ugly realities of ghetto 
life"". 11 

In this essay, which was written in prison, he raps 
about heroin, about what it is like to be hooked. He 
describes the world as the addict himself sees it. But, 
more important, he describes the Plague from the per-
spective of a revolutionary. He links the problem of 
drug addiction to capitalist exploitation, racial oppres-
sion, the Mafia _cops in, the colony, escapism and self-

. . 

destruction by Black people. And he raps about the 
solution--Revolution, about the fundamental changes 
ne-ces·s·ary to ,;ripe. the W:1:>'.i.agU:e fr0m tlie c i"'tJ1m ··9f Babylon. 

Malcolm X's Autobiography changed Tabor. It gave him 
"a new outlook on lifeo" He became a member of the 
Black Panther Party, founded in Oakland, California in 
1966 by Bobby G. Seale and Hue:y Po Newton, and kicked 
two bad habits--heroin and acquiescence before the white 
oppressor. He worked on the Panther Breakfast Program 
to feed hungry Black children and on the Liberation 
Bchool to teach illiterate Black children to read and 
write. He was Defense Captain for the Bronx Chapter 
of the Party. 



On April 2, 1969 he was arrested, held in $50,000 bail, 

and placed in jailo He had been arrested and imprisoned 

before:·~·: for he had ripped off furs and jewels from the 

I"Iother Country to pay for heroino He told the District 

Attorney, pig Phillips, "I have been ;i.n a penal insti-

tution for 23 yearso All of Am.eriKKKa is a State prisono" 

Phillips asked him ir° b.e was scared when a cop with a 

h t rrested h1• m IIT\To' II he Qai' do so gun a o "I had a gun drawn 

on me 1:1hen I was six years old. I've developed an im.mun-

i ty to ito I.'ve developed an immunity to it.. It's stan-

dard for police to point guns at Black peopleo" 

For :Michael Cetewayo Tabor, becoming a Panther-meant 

self-defense against police attackso It means becoming 

"a socially productive human being .. " And, as Fred 

Hampton said shortly before he was murdered in Chicago, 

being a Panther means "getting high off the Peopleo" For 

Tabor, there is nothing higher than revolutiono 

All Power to the People! 

Jomo Raskin 

Io The Problem 

Recently in the Black colony of Harlem a 12 year old 

Black boy was murdered by an overdose of heroino Less 

than two weeks later a 15 year old Black girl met the 

same tragic fateo During the year 1969 in New York City 

alone there were over 900 deaths resulting from drug 

Bcldi.ction. Of these, _?10 wAre youths ranging in age 

from 12 to 190 Of the over 900 dead, the overwhelming 



majority were Black and Puerto Ricano It is estimated 
that there are at least 25,000 youths addicted to nar-
cotics in New York City--and that is a conservative 
estimateo 

Drug addiction in the colonized ghettos of AmeriKKKa 
has constituted a major problem for over 15 years. Its 
use is ~o ~idespread that it can--without fear of exagger-
~tion--be \e~med a Plague~ • It. h~s ·--:rea~5hed epidemic pro-
portions, and it is still grmving. But it has only been 
within the last few years that the racist U. So govern-
ment has considered drug addiction "a matter of grave 
concern." It is interesting to note that this growing 
concern on the part of the government is proportionate to 
the spread of the Plague into the inner sanctums of the 
white middle and upper-class communitieso As long as the 

1· '- \,' C. 1 ll 

Plague was confined to the ghetto, the-government did noc 
see fit to deem it a problem. But as soon as college pro-
fessors, demagogic politicians, money-crazed finance cap-
italists and.industrialists discovered that their own sons 
and daughters had fallen victim to the Plague, a virtual 
"state of national emergency" was declared. This is sig-
nificant, for it provides us with a clue to the understand-
ing of the Plague as it relates to Black people. 

From the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, to the clergy, 
to members of the medical profession, so-called educators, 
psycholog:hsts, right on do_wn to .the ... cb,.~m;ica],ly enslaved 
addicts on the street corner, the hopes for effectively 
curbing the spread of the Plague are dishearteningly dim. 
Despite the stiffer jail sentences being meted out to those 
whom the law defines as drug profiteers--a euphemism for 
illegal capitalists--there are more dope dealers now than 
ever beforeo Despite the ever increasing number of 
preventive and rehabilitative programs the Plague pro-
liferates; it threatens to devour an entire generation of 
youth. 

The basic reason why the Plague cannot be stopped by ·the 
drug prevention and rehabilitation programs is that these 
programs, with their archaic, bourgeois J?reudian approach 
and their unrealistic therapeutic communities, do not 
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. . 
dM1.l 0 •. witb:the ca.uses of .the._prob._lem~ These progrWM de- ' 
libe;.~"\;ely ;negate.· OF . .at· be~t -d~at :flipp~tly_ with. the 
~6cio~e;·on~~ic ~r~gin .of· ·a.rug addiction_o. These"' pro.grams 
. . . : . . . . 

~8.I).ctimonious.ly= deny the f<3:ct that capitalist expl-oi_tation 
and ~~~·ial.pl)pressi.on a;re the _main contrihl~.,~ipg, fa,ctors_ to 
d~ liddict,~o.h _in regard to Bl_ac~ pe_opl.eo .• ~hese pr·ogra.Iris. 
w.e::re never.intended to cu"t'e ,?lac~ ad'dicts~ _They can't 
-~·• :·. ,.l • , • ·. -. , . . ) r ... ,•. • • .'. • • • ' • 

eveµ ~ur~. the ylh~te ~ddicts they were designed ~or • 
• Thi~ fa~-~iRt_.. g~-:~·e_r:µment defines. the_ cause of add;i.ction 

- •-- • M • _;,. ,;,,.._. • -~ .: 0 - • 0 -•,.L... • • • • \ • ••• ... .. • • • '\ ~- • • • 

• ··•··~---··AJ1'-:t1T_e -~-mJhJJ.~-cat-ior.r."'?f • ~he .plague --into. the· ~un~I'Y by, smug-
glerso They.themselves e:7en .admit that stopping the.entry 
of the_plague ii. impossibleo For ~very kilo (2o2 lbs.) of 

. . . 

heroi~ they confiscate, at least 25 kilos get past customs 
. . . 

agentso Tp.e government is well aware of the fact that everi. 
! ' • •. ' • • • • 

if they were able to stop the importation of heroi_n,· ·dope 
; . • 

<10a1.P.rs nnrl -addicts would simply find another dr4g t_6 take , . . . . ' . • . 

its place ..... Th~ -government is totally incapable ,of ·addr:es-
sing itself to t;he true causes of drug addtction, for:· t·o· 

\. '· 
do. _so would n~ce_ssi tate. ef~ecting a radic~l transfo~mation 
o:f_ this society, .the v,;3.l"e.9,mores and traditions would 
h:ave to _be: alteredo ~-'-·And this ·would_ be impossiqle without 
totally changing. the way in which the.means of.prod1:1cing 
social wealth is owned and _distributedo Only a re'volution 
can eliminate the .plagueo . ; . 

• _Drug addictio_n i~ a monstrous symp.tom of the yiali_gnancy 
whi~h is ravaging the social fabric _of this capitalist . 
syst.e~o; ., Drug addiction is a social phenomena th~t ·grows 

_ ··-·· org~1.cally from tr_ie social. 9yst~mo .Every_ sociai phenom-_ 
. • 

----·--erro~th·a_t emana:t-es~·frbm • a ·so~ial ··syst.em that is __ • predil~te4 
upon and dr-i ven by bitter class antagonisms that resµ t , 
frmn_ class exploi ta-eion must be seen _from a class poi t 
of vieWo • • . 
II. ESCAPISM AND SELF-DESTRUCTION 

In regard to Black people, our problems are c,omp.ounded 
. ' i • • 

and take an·appalling dimensions as a result of the racist 
dehumanization that we are sub_jected too To understand 
the plague ·as it·: relates to Black people,' we I)lUSt an~ly~e 
th~ 'effect·s of capi tali~t eco_;_omic exploitation and racist. . ' 

delium.anizationo 



The heinous and sadistic program of annihilating the 
humanity of Black people that was initiated over 400 years 
ago by money-mad slave masters and that has continued 
unabated until this very day is deliberate and systematic" 
It is done for the purpose of justifying and facilitating 
our exploi tationa Since the reality of our obj.ecti ve 
existen~e seemed to confirm the racist doctrines of White 
superiority and its antithesis, Black inferiority, and 

--~:~~---::s~s,_e we lacked an i.+nde~standing of pur oond_i t.j_91J.., we in-
ternalized the racist propaganda of our oppressors" We 
began to believe that we were inherently inferior to Whites" 
These feelings of inferiority gave birth to a sense of 
self-hatred which finds expression in self-destructive 
behavior patterns" The wretchedness of our plight, our 
sense of pow&rlessness and despair created within our 
minds a predisposition toward the use of any substance 
which produces euphoric illusions" It-le are inc lined to 
use anything that enables us to suffer peacefully" We 
have developed an escapist complex" This e.-=.:-.capist coml"lex 
is self-destructiveo 

The depr!:J-ved capitalist:--racist oppressor exploits these 
psyohological and emotional deficiencies for all they are 
worth" The oppressor encourages our participation in any 
activity that is self-destructive" Our self-destructive 
behawior patterns and our escapist tendencies constitute 
a source of profits for the capitalists" They also, 
by weakening, dividing and destroying us, reinforce the. 

__ ._. • ___ _s_tJ::_ength of the oppressor, enabling him to peFpe-tuate 
his domination over USa 

Fratricidal street-gang fighting is a direct manifesta-
tion of a self-destructive behavior pattern" It is also 
a form of escapism by which Black youths vent their rage, 
frustrations and despair on each other rather than dealing 
with the true enemy" Pathological religionism or the 
fan,c:i.tical indulgence in re.ligion is essentially escapist 
because it encourages the victim to concentrate his atten-
tion, energy and hop.e for sa.l vat ion and freedom upon a 
dnh:i.cms, mystical force" It d.i...scnc:ourages confronting the 
,'l_('°h1:1 l C' '">llP.CS of' ,1111.· mi. SP1.'Y ;:rnJ. depri vationa ::i:t encourages 



the focusing of attention upon pie in the sky, rather than 
the securing of more lamb chops right here on planet eartho 
It also serves as a source of profits for those religious 
charlatans, preachers and ministers who exploit ito 

Alcoholism is both self-destructive and escapisto It 
is also a source of tremendous profits for the capitalists. 
The amazingly high number of bars and liquor stores in the 
Black communities testify to this tragic facto The capital-
ist liquor industry could prosper juet on t~e business it 
does in the Black ghetto aloneo 

III. THE HEROIN ADDICT 

The most escapist and self-destructive activity for us and 
one of the most profitable for the capitalist, and therefore 
the most encouraged by him, is drug addiction, specifically 
heroin ~ddiction. · 

About 1898 a German chemist discovered diacetylmorphine, 
heroino It was hailed as the perfect drug for curing mor-
phine addicts. But soon it became apparent that it was 
more addictive than morphine. By the 1920's there were 
addicts who were injecting heroin directly into their veins. 
Heroin production in the United States was discontinued and 
the drug was no longer used as an antidote for morphine ad-
d..iction and as a pain killero 

Heroin addiction, the pl'ague, the scourge of the Black 
colonies of Babylon. The plague, whose spiritual, moral, 
ps~chological, physical and social destructive powers great-
ly ·~xceed that on any disease hithe;to known to humanity. 
The plague, opium from Turkey, shipped to Marseilles, con-
verted into morphine base, then processed into heroin, smug-
gled into America, cut, diluted, then placed into the 
Black ghetto. The plague, poisonous, lethal, white powdery 
substance, sold by depraved, money-crazed beasts to Black 
youths who are desperately seeking a kick, a high, a means, 
anything that will help to make them oblivious to the squal-
or, to the abject poverty, disease and degradation that 
.engulfs them in their daily existence. 

Initially the plague does just thato Under its sinister 



'infitu,enri~, 1;tL'3 oppressive, ;Q.e.u._seous, ghetto prison is transformed 
;l.nt·p ey, v;rtuii Bl~ck Valhalla. • One bee omes impervi_ous· to the 
f~Qi4 ~tenc~ of .~rine-soak~d ten·e~ent dungeons, ~affeoteg,. 'b,:Y; 
.. . .. - ··~ . . ' : .. -. . ,.·. . ' ..... . . . . ·•, 

th~ piercing pries of anguish of Black folks driven to the b:ri. nk 
. ' : .. ,, . ' ' . . . . . ' 
of,· ll.n'.~a:p;l ty· by a sad:tstic, ·-so~_ia:li. s,y'steill.' .Unaffected. by the deaf-
~nfi).g. wail ot. pig-polt:ce .car· 'sircms· PS they te.ar through the. streets 

~- -:.I'• ( • , , _, _ ' • • . - • 

Qf; the Black Hell _en .~aute .'to answer a 1013 call from some .-o·ther 
: ·_~i$;P'Olice ~6/ts in a. s't:2.te; _oi' 1-i'ell-d~se;.;_~•a,:distr~·s:s._. Unaffec-
',!te{~' by 'th'e t:ra·sh 'cr-n~ whose'. ·deca.y~'d, di_~eF1se{ ~carrying·,· :,garbage 

• /,, :" • MO •, '• " • O ,~--:•• • ' • 

• ha~ •v~rflowed ,to _fill the ghetto streets. , , 
'. . ~; l : . , ,. '· .. • . . . . . ' ' , • • • . • -, 

1(ea, .unq~r ·1·{s ecstatic ··1nfJ.uen·ce one ie ,made oblivio.ua 1to 
' • J" .. - • 

···ugly ;r~alitj,~$.,, ·Bu.f°there is a trick, a c~~Lmenstrous.trick, 
a t~a.9,;l,y <fli;~fi~·, ••• n~ai ting its· naive, yJl.ithfu:}.l<Vli~tlflJh f P."¥:; _ap 

: ,. • • I• '. 

itP.f.,itl.usiona.:rY li'eauty of the heroin-induced high beg_:rhs to vanish,. 
'• 'i : •• • ' • '. . • •, ~; •• • • ... • • . '• • f'"" I ', I 

co,;r,ee~ondinCtY th_e t~rpporary immunity from reali·ty' attaine<;l 
~&~r i'ts ch~Jllid~l 'trn'.nce vanishes. The • re'ali ty thf't the ·pathetic 
vttjtlm: soughf so def!lperate:i,y to e$CA.pe, once again descends upen 
and • i-~~engilf(!i him·. 1.he rancid stench of urin~-soaked tenement 
d~~eop.s begip.s to assail his nostrils. Those B+ack cries 'of an-, _. .. 
~~@_n • aeam to blend with the wailing sirens of ·:pig-police_ cf:!S• 
He 'pears them now, v.ery loud, 'and very cleB.r-;....in stereephonic 
sp'ajlld. • · Anq tr,at g8.:rbf1ge thrtt ··.fiows over int; the streets from 
un~.~llected trash cans is fe'l t underfoo.t.-

. ,. • . . • ·. . . : .. : . ··; r·- . 

~he yeung victim is not long in discove_ring that- _ohly by 
• ' •• - • •, : •• __ ,¥.. • ' 

t•:i:r1g anothe,: desage. wiTl- lie be able to attain sanctuary· ·from his 
'l • .. 1 ·, •• 1 • 

h14~•tt@ reality. Each shot of the pic'gue thnt he inje~ts_ ~.nto his 
blq~8 ~;y:~tem prings him thatmuch. close~ to the grnve. Soo~ he is 
st~Qut,- hqoked •. He is physialogicnlly and psychologically 

· .. ,, ·. , .. , ·- •. 

d~,p~ndep,t on the plague_. • Both hi a body and mind have become ad-
di.cted to her91n. • He hti'snow become a· flil.1-time, chartered member 
,t Cloud i ~ociety.· 'Hie physicnlbody begins to take ~n:a 
?,e,otwa'tl~i appearance. /A shameless'disregard is display~d, tow,ari 
h;Erplgthe~. f'b-at his shirt is filthy andhis shoes ar_~ .. soleless, 
l~y;n~ him v~,rtually-en hi~naked feet, do-es hot mFttter. '+hat 
hiS.}µ1Wf1Shed ~Qdy_now eniits a most foulaodor disturbs him but 
'.1:t ~tJ.e·, ·. !fhP.t • µis non-addidted fri~nds now shun him and look upen 
h~ \wilh cqntepJPt matters not, . for the feelings are mutual. They 
;'10 l.~n~~t-h8.Vij ~nything in oommen. Everything ceases to matter. 
~e~thi~ ex9ept heroin, the plague. 



,· A_E!_ p:e :c~.n~f-rlU~~j-ttt,s bofl~t [)_~g~rs. to. b_uiJg. __ }lP 'l~~ i.mmuni:t.y .. t-o 
the .. drug. Now, in order t~· at:tain hi~s euphqri,c_ higp,_ h.~ mus-t, in-
cr;e~~e~\i~. d~;~a-~~-~ :¥ri~- m-~~-s th'a{ -~- m:1's_~_ ~btai~ ~oie · m_o~~!.~ . 
Si :e~slav~,d ~a~e ~o;"7': ;b_ee9~e .that h~: w.~l_l -~-o anythi;nts_ f? 0 ~a b_~g, 
tor a "sho._t_~;u _ To l;ie, to -~t'eql,_. ___ t?, cheat:, _t-_q_ r,~?- _is nothing to. 

• • • • - c:, • . • • • • l · f • · ' ••• 1.. 

him. Whatever he must do for a "sh-ot" he· i,rill ._d_o, heimu..s.t d•., for 
\ • • '.. • • - • ', r ,l • •·. . • • • • • • • •. • ,•. • •. I • • • ; I . •• • , ' ':. ~-. J. . . ·• ,._. 

he is a slave to the. ;p.lague. . .... __ 
: • • • • ·.. . • f: . , . ••. ~- : ; . • ' ;_ . . . . • • . . . .. 

The vicious cycle grinds in-t;o mot_~pn, He v:i,,olate_s w;i_at· the \ - • .,;?~---,_ . •·:-· --~ r·: ··:.: ._ .... - ... l.:.>,·-,, . , • . .- . _.: -.. ~-\·· •. 

• ruli_ng class defi_n~s a.f:!. being __ ,t.}:le b_ :w in crde_r _ to secure .. money; . : . • . : - . . . . ' : •. ' ·. •... . . ·• • . . ,. ' ... \:", •. . . '. . . . . ·. ' ~. . ., . 
to feed his s:i.cknnss •. )n'?.'V:J t~bly .h.,e gets flagged~ot~ ,:-. bu~,ted. 

)~e goesto :~ __ ai_1·, an_d ;f.te.r i{;, .s~rv~t:l. 9_11t --~~-s sente~c-e_ ~-tsis 
• r_e:i,e~·sed. ··Th~ first thing_. he ___ ,wantsf's a shot.~ Tge cycle eont~n-

• • • ' ' • • ,;' . . t . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ues. And h,e plung_es deepe_r and_ deeper :i,.nto theabysmal p;i. t of 
} •. . '\. ·, . . .· . .- . ' . . ' 

degrada..~ion. An_d ~h~r~,- always. t4ere _and ,ever, w'j,11ing,_ for E:!-: • . . . . . ·: . . . . . ''· : . . . . . . 

priqe of course, tq meet th_e :::i,d,di;c:t' s demand- fl'lr d.o.pe. i.s th_e, . 
. . 9-~J)~~ant; 'th~ .-.de~ler~- ,.~urveyor ·o';f 'poiso~,. dist,:ri-b,~to~ o.;r death,; 

•• .-:~ercilE;SEi,: ;m~de-ri.ng _scum of. the planet, vile qapi ta.lists, aalee-
. ·~ . . ' . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 

·men of death_,i;n_ :th.-.~-ins.tallmentpl:an, the dop __ e puslJ:er, -th~ plague-
man,.. 'J .• 

:tv • Oapit°alism andc'riine 

. _ Do.pe ·s.elling is beycnd a doubt,· one of the mostpr~fi table 
capitalist undertaki~gs~· • Theprofi ts from it soar into billione,. 
·rnt:ernat;onally and domestically the trade a.nddi stribution of 
h_ero'in, is.ultimately• controll-ed by ·the· Cos a Nos'tra,,' the r,fr,f1a 1 • 

• Mv,ch of. theprofi ts .amassed. from th·e drug business·' is u,sed 
I • 

to finance~ so-called legitimP.te busi-hesS'es •. ThEfse legiti.,ate. 
business~s-that are controlledby the Mafia are usedto fa.bilitate 
-their dru~-smuggling activities. _Given-the fact that erganized 
.crime. is a busines.s arid an -ever-exp'a!nding one Rt that, • it, is ·coa-
stantly seeking new areas of· investment to increase pro:ri ts.; •) 

·• Hence, m~re aindmore illegal profits are being channeled int~- le-
• , gi tirµa te busineiases. -· PartnersJi:ips between the Mafia. and "rep-· 

ut_able bµ:aiae·ssmen" are the ·order of· the day. There is a :direct 
relA-tionsbip between. legi tim2te· and illegitimate ·capital it3ts. 

• Over theyears a .number of pbli tlcians ·and fereig~ ambas·sado:rs· 
_.and. wealthy bl.lsinessmen have· been Ftri?est"ed in this c_buntry. for : 
drug activities. Others, because o:f· their.wealth nnd influence; 
were able to A.void arrest. , In thefnil o£°11969 it was di ~covereii 
that a group of prominent New .York finari ciers was -financing ·an 



internntional dru~ smuggling operatien. No indictments were 
handed down. ShtT tly after t1tat agrouip of weal thy Seuth American 
businessmen were arrested in a plush New Yerk City hot el iii:th ever 
$10 million lmt;ih of drugs. 

Given the predatory andvoracious nature of the capitalist, 
it shou.J_d come as no surprise thatso-called 
men are deeply involved in the drug trade. 
tivated by an insatiable lust for profits. 

legitimate business-
/Capitalists are me-
They will do anything 

for money. The activities of organized crime and the~~tiegitimte 
capitalists" are so inextricably tied up, so thoroughly inter-
woven, that from our vantage peint any distinction made between 
them ispurely academic. 

The legitimazation of the Mafia, their increaed emphasis 
up•n investing in, and establishing corp~r~tiens, has been 
accelerated by the stiffer prison sentencesthat Pre being m~~t_~g.,, .rn,•• 

out to drug profiteers. In New York this hRs resulted in the 
gradual withdrawal of the Mafia from theirposition of actual 
leadership of the New·'"York drug trade. The New York drug trade 
is now domin2tedby Cuban exiles, mmy of whom weremilitary of-
ficers and police agents in the pre-revQlutionary Batista regime. 
They equal the Mafia in ruthlessness and greed. 

These new local dope kingpins have established a broad net-
work of international smuggling ~perations. They utilize the 
traditional t·rade routes and cre0.te new one1iT, as indic?.ted by 
the increased number ef Naro-otics Bureau seizures of dp:@e coming 
from South America. 

The concept of Bkk Power has influenced the thinking of 
every segment of the Black community. It has comet~ mean Black 
control of the institutions and activities that ~re centered in 
the Black colfimunity. Black teachers iemand Black community 
control ofthe ghetto schools. Black businessmen and merchants 
adv•cate the ~xpulsien ef White businessmen from the ghetto so 
that *hey can maximize their profits. Black number~-game opar-
ators are demanding total control of the ghetto numbers oper~ 
ations. And Bmck dope dealers aredemanding community control 
~f heroin. It is a tragedy ~hat in New Yerk the greatestqgains 
madein the realm •f Black community control have been made by 
Bla~ racketeere, •UJlbers-game bankers and •-pe iealeYs, by the 
Black illegal capitalists. Prior to 1967 it was a rarity to find 
a Black dope dealer who handled more than J kilos (l kilo equals 



r! 

2. 2 lbs.) of heroin at any given _;time.. Inde_pendent l3l:ack_ im-
_porters we:i;-~ u,nhearp. of. Now.., th~re ,is ?,Il._ e~tire .. ci~s of -~la ~}cs 
w~1~ have become importers, using Maf~a. Sl pp).i,ed li?t.s of ~ur~ 
.opean connections. 
•• -Th~ extent -and instant· .. r~te of· p_rofi ~s r~aped from the 

- •. I~ • • 

.. dope- industry could arouss the envy·.of U.,s. , Steel,. Generai .. M\tors 
and Stand~rd -Oil. From the high.est level. to. ~he iuwes~. -t.1,1~ .. 
prr.fits are ·enQrmou~." If the individ~a.i_ :1,s ~~f~cf:ently ~b_itio•s, 
cmning, ~thless: F!Ild vic:1.ous, he Pl~Y. g:radu.a~e f:rom • th_e st~tu.s •f 
a';!reet"" peddler to 'big-tinie wt olesal~~ and d,istri,butor in. a sh_art 

• • ~--
3pan of time • 

- ~--K cnaracteristic feature, o~ class.and racia:t, oppression is 
the. ruling • ciass •• poliGY of bra:inwa~hing. the opp;ressed in~o_ ac'."' 
cepting their oppression. Initially, this program is carried out 
by viciously im_planting. fe:=tr into.· the miµ4s and··_Son~g the_'·s:e~s 
of inferiority· in the ·souls of the oppressed.· B~t ·Rs the ·objec-
ti~econdi tions and the balance of forces become more· f~vorable . ·, . ,•. ' '• . . •. 

:(or the oppressed and more adverse t.o t_he • oppressor, 1 t bepomes 
necessary for the, oppressor 4~ ~odify;hi~ program and adopt more 

• ,! ,. : • • ' . 

subtle and devious methods to maintaip his rule. The. oppressor . . . 
attempts to throw theoppressed psychQlogically eff-ba~ance by 
combining a. ~ol.icy ·of. viciousrepre(:l~i9n_ with E3pectacui~ ·.gestures 
of good-will and service. 

Given t_he :t:'act that Bkk p_eople have abfi,?ldoned th~ non-fujic-
" ,: 

tional and ineffective tactics of the "Civil Rights" era. and h~ve 
' ' • 

now resolved., to attain their long ove.rdue liberatio;n_ by any means 
. . - ' ' • . . 

necess~ry, it has pecomenece_ssPry f_or _the oppressor to dep,l_oy . 
more eccu]!.tion forces into theBlack c.olony ._ The oppressor,. par-. 
ticularly in ·New York.,. :r:ealizea. th~t t.his· c~;ot be. d~n_e· ·overtly 
wi tr:.?~t. intensifying ·tb.er~v'olutionary fe~o,r 9f the ~l~ck. pe~;le. 
in _the colony. Therefo~e, a prete~.t 1

1
s, _

1
1;1:e~de~i ~or plac;:i~~ ~,ore 

l)igs, in the ghetto. . • • • 

. And. what ds, ... ~be pretext? It goes _l:j._ke t~is: Respon_si ble 
negro cemmuni ty lee.ders .hc.i.ye informed us, and thei'r. repur,t~ 
co_n_cur with ·police findi~gs, .the,tthe -n~g~o· c~~lJ.Ilj.ty .is. ~?~aged · 
by crime, m~ggings, burglaries, murderij and., ~~yhem. The. st~eets ' 
are unsafe, • busin;ss ~-~~abli~ me~t~. ~r~- iff~~t~d: by __ armed fO°tb~rs, 
commerce ce.nno_ t functi an. City_ H~l agrees th • .resiq.e1:~:ts • :· 
that the main cause for this horril;>l~ ·'si tuatio~ isthe._do?-e -_~ddicts 



who prey on innocent people. Yes, the dope r-i.ddicts are to blame 
for- the ever-incrensing cr.ime rate. .And City Hall will answer 
th_e _desperate· cry of negro residents for greF.tter protection-send 
.in- more police 1 
: ·· T.fi.a.t victims of the plague are ...... esponsi_ble . for most of the 
crime-a in the Black ghettos is a fact. That BJE ck drug addicts 
perpe-trate most of their robberies, burglaries. and. thefts iP,. the 
B1a ck community R-gainst B::a. ck people cannot be denied. /But be-
fore, out of desperation, we jump up and scream for more police 
protection, we better remember who put the plague in Harlem, 
Bedford Stuyvesant and the other Ela.ck cornmuni ties. We better 
remember wh~ ultimately profits from the frug addiction of Black 
people. We better remember that the police are alien hostile 
tr@ops sent into the Black colonies by the ruling class, not to 
prctect the ib.ir.vasy;~mf B.ihta.ckcpeople, but rather to pr6tect the·· •• , •• 
economic intere.sts· and the private property of the capi tal:i.sts 
an~ te make cert~in thRt Black people don't get out. of place. 
Rockefeller andLindsay could care less about the lives of Black 
peeplc:f. An.dif we don't know by now how the pclice feel about us, 
then we are really in bad shape. 

v. Pig Poiice 
, 

The plague·couldnever flourish in theBlack colonies if it 
werenot for the active support of the occup_ation forces, the 
police. That narcotics arrests have increased in no way miti~ 
gatesthe fact that police give :dope peddlers immunity from.arrest 
in exchange formoney pay-offs. 

It is al~o the pr~ctice of pig-police, especially narcotics. 
agents, to seize.a quantity of drugs from one dealer, arrest him, 
but only turn in a portion of the confiscateddrugs for evidence. 
The rest isgi ven to another dealer who sells it and gives a.: per-
centage of the profits to the narcotics agents. The pig-police 
als..> utilize informers who are dealers. In return for information, 
they receive•immunity from arrest. The police cannot solve the 
problem, for they are a partof the problem. 

When you consider thqt akilo.ofheroin purchased by an impor-
ter for $6,000, when cut and bagged and distributed will bring 
back a profit of $300,000 in a week's time, it becomes e?.sier 
to understend thAt even if the death penalty wereimposed on drug 



profiteers, it would not deter the trRde. 
The lying devious puppets of the bourgeois ruling class, 

. t~e. ·<;l.emagogic politicians of Capi t·o~ill havejnow passed a law 
~hich gives n~rcotics agents the right to cr~sh into a person's 
home w:1 thout knocking, on the pre·tt;xt • of looking for ·narcotics 
and ether "evidence." This law wa$ ostensibly passed to prevent 
dope dealersfrom destroying the- dope and "other evidence.·"--· .. Now, 
anyone wh0 ·thihks that this law ·w111 be confined to just susp·ect.ei.. 
drug dealersis laboring under a tragic and possibly suicidal 
delusion. To assume th:=:t-fonly suspected drug dealeref.rill be affec -
t~d by this 'lawis to negate the reality of present-day America. 
To allow yourself to think for one moment that this law only ap- , 
plies to suspected drug dealers is to deny that. the laws being 
passed, the policies being implemented, and the methods and,.-tJ:i.c-:;, .. 
tics of the police have become blatantly and shame~essly fascist. 

_ It shciuld ·_.co~e ~s no surprise when th1homes of· revolutionaries_ 
and_other progressive and true freedom-loving people are .invaded 
by the police onthe pretext of searching for drugs and "other 
evid~nce." • numbe:rlof revQlutionaries have•mfuready been imprisoned 
on framed-up narcotics charges. Lee Otis was given 30 years and 
Martin Sostre was sentenced to 41 years on trumped-up narcotics 
charges. Rest assured this policy will be intensified. It would 
do us well to consider what kicking in a person's door in search 
of drugs and "other evidence'~ actually means. i What is "other ev-
idence?" The bourgeois, fascist law-makers have not specified 
what constitutes "other evidence." The No-Knock Law is an inte-
gral pnrt of the fascist trip thn.t this country has embRrkcd upon. 

Before, when the home of a·Blnck person was burglarized by. 
a drug addict, er a s.ister had her purse snRtched, the police 
took all night to respond to the call, or didn't respond at al_l. 
The burglar or purse-sn~tcher was,iardly ever caught. In most 
instances, when someone was arrested, it wasthe wrong pe~s~n. ·But 
when an explod.ting .capitalist business establishment in that yery 
same ghetto~ • especially a Whi.te one, _ gets rip_ped-ol6f, th9:~e are 
immediPtely 15 siren-wailing police cars on the set and three 

. . , 
dozen pigs are running up and do!ffi the str~et, waving guns in 
ev-e~body' s face. And you can lay 5 to l0od_ds that somebody is 
goin~to jail for it. Whether or not the. ~rrested person perpe~ 
trated the act is irrelevnnt .from the.pigs' standpoint. The 



,. . 
racist pig-police use Blacks a3 an outlet for their sadistic 
impulses, inadequacies andfrustrations. Now that more police 
have ·.been sent in, the situation has gone from bad to worse. 

VI. Revolution 

The racist pig-police, the demagogic politici.Rns ~nd the· 
avaricious big, businessmen who control the poli tic·i~s are ·de-
lighted that BJa ck youths h~.ve fallen victim to the plague. They 
aredelighted for two reasons: one, it iseconomicnlly profitable, 
and two, they realize that as long as they c~n keep our BJack 
y~uths standing on the street corners "nodding" from a II shot ft of 
heroin, they won't have to worry about us waging an effective 
S;truggle for liberation. As long as our young Black brothers 
and sisters are chasing the bag, aslong as they are .. trying to , 

. . .. : 

cop a fix,.- ~l).e :J:Ul·eof our ,ppressors is secure and ·our hopes fer 
freedom are dead. It isthe youth who make the revolution and i~ 
is the youth who carry it igut. Without our young, we will never 
be ableto forge a revolutionary force. 

We are the only ones capable of eradicating the plague from 
our communities. It will not be an easy task. It will require 
tremendous effort •. It will have to be a revelutionary program, 
a pe~ple's program. 

The B:1ack Panther P8.rty ia presently in the process of f9rm- ', 
ulating a program to combat the plague. It will be conjr~lled 
totally by the people. We, the people, must stamp out the plague, 
and we_ will. ··:Dope is a form of genocide in which the victim pays 
to be killed. •. 

SEIZE THE TITvlE ! 
INTENSIFY TI-IE STRUGGLE! 
DESTROY THE PLAGUE! 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! 

Michael "Cetewayo" Tabor 
N.Y. P~ther 21, Political Prisoner 


