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THE WOMe~'S HOUSE OF DETENTION 

--imprisons 200 sentenced women and 
700 women aW!ii ting trial from ~ EI 
all boroughs of New York Cit y . 

--18 filt}~ and over crowded. 
--does not supply such necessi-

ties as soap, t oothpaste, sani­
tary napkins and ciear ettes to 
the women. 

--baa only six doctors and five 
partt1me doctors, seldom avail­
able during the day and never 
at night. 

- --:lrugs women to keep t hem manage­
able. 

--is overrun vi th rn ta, mice and. 
roaches. 

--has no legal books available for 
the inmates' information. 

--compels women to submit to inter­
nal examinations every time they 
enter or leave the House or Court. 

--does not keep women informed 
about t heir court dates. 

-censors inma tes' mail. 
-pays i nmates an illegal 3 to loi 

an hour for hard, alienating work. 
--does not provide a drug withdraw­

al program t or addicts . 

Bail e are eet trOll 150 to 
11,000 aDd hiaher. These aUJ18 are 
.. bard tor poor women t o rai ae as 
1100, 000. IIany wo.en don' t even 
tl'1 to get their bails r educed be­
ca.. they bav. no 1D00e)' at All. 
Bail aeana .1gn1.ng over peraonal 
propert, to the court in exc1'lan«e 
tor r.l.... tro. prisoo. A woman 
without propert,y can't bail her­
•• It out; poor people were never 
1ncludecl io the r1cht to bail. 
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WHO IS INNOCENT UN'l'I1 PROVEN GUILTY? 

The average pre- trial stay in 
the House of Detention is four 
months. It may be aA long as a 
year. Detainees ar~ serving time 
before they are tried. They are 
pressured into making deals with 
the Assistant DA. They plead 
guilty to a lesser charge and are 
sentenced to time already served 
in the House. If a wOlIW.n refuses 
and pleads not guil ty and is later 
found guilty, the time she has 
served mayor may not count toward 
her sentence. By making this deal 
a woman has saved the state t he 
coat of her trial o She now has a 
prison r ecord which means higher 
bail next time she i s arrested. 
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- E.vbt..V\~ V. De..'os 
WHY ARE WOMEN ARRESTl!l)? 

The women in the House of D. 
are all poor and ar a predomlnan tly 
black and Puerto Rican. Because 
this system forces women to be de­
pendent on men, a woman left with­
out a man to .. take care" of her 
must often fight for her own sur­
vival and that of her children by 
any means necessary. All women 
are forced to sell their bodies 
and/or minds to survive but only 
the poor women who must offer 
themselves on the streets are ar­
rested for it. 

Any child born to an inmate 
is immediately taken from the 
mother and handed over to the 
Bureau of Child Welfare so it is 
the government which decides who 
is "fit" to keep the child o 

THE REAL CRIMINAlS IARE NEVER PUNISHED! 

First National Ci t y Bank is not puni shed for stealing t he res ources 
of t he black peopl e of South Africa!. The Rockefellers are not jailed 
f or s tealing oil f rom t he Venezuela The U.S. government is not sen-
tenced to death f or genoci de i n Vi Industri es a r e not puniBhed 
f or polluting our air and water, fo annihilating our foreats, for poi­
sOning our food. The men who contr 1 the large corporations are not 
put behind bnra fo r cheatioz the wo kcr out of the profit of his dui ly 
labor. Bocause the~ e crimi ru~l act~ pro1uco profit, they are no t def ined 
as cr imes by those in power. But w ~lOW t hat wlt i l the peopl e re~pons­
ibl e f or these lltroci tjea are brollg t to jua t ico i n a peopleQs cour t, 
t here can be no j~9 tice and no crim"nal priuoners. The women i n the 
House of Detention arc POLITICAL PH SONI;;)1S. ALL ffiISONffiS AHE PULI1'!CAL 
PRISONffiS . 

DR UGS 

~~ of the sisters in the 
House are drug addictB--victt.a 
of a $3 billion-a-year heroin 
industryQ The victims s uffer Dot 
only physical disabilities, pover­
ty, destruction of families and 
death, but are punished for catch­
ing the diaease of addictIon by 
the very system which allows the 
germs to spread. Drugs conven­
iently keep the poor and alienated 
silent and powerlee8o 

THE MOVE TO RlKiRS ISLAND 

A new facility f or women de­
tainee~ is being complet ed on 
Rikers Island. Even if t his prison 
i s newer, cleaner and more spacious 
that the preaent one (it is planned 
to l ook li ke a ~odern s chool but a 
wall has a lready fullen in because 
tlle isltmd i s sinking) , i t is still 
a pri s on . It is s till depri ving 
women of their r i ghts. It will be 
much wlrder for peopl e to visit or 
call up through the windows ; the 
women wi ll be compl e tely i solated 
from t he city. 



SISTERS IN THE HUu~E OF D 
WRITE TO THE BAIL FUND 

"SU:.t.ing helle. .in duola,t,[on wUh<.nl 
:t.IU..6 c.e.U.., I he.M the. c.ha.n.h and 
6e.e.t ~ome. kind 06 hope 6~om the. 
pe.ople. " \ 

"We met thJr.ough the. w.indow~ 06 thel 
Women' ~ HOU6e 06 Ve;I;e.nt<-on. You J 
Welle. yelling 'F~e.e the People. ' an~ 
I, an .inmate helle, Wa.6 ~ Cllea.mi.ng 
, POWell' and 'Thank. you' .. . 1 m~t 
6ay that I love you people 60~ 
go.ing thJr.ough ali tho~e c.hangu 
60~ U6 ... " 

"At, 60~ YOM oJtga..n.iza..tion ge;t:ting \ 
k.nown, the gJtapev.ine ~ powelL6ul 
and .it ~ 9 e;t:ting thJr.o ugh. Y u, I I 
wi6 h the. ~~te.M would get toge.theYL. 
But due to Jte.p~a.i6 60Jt the iMt I 

de.mon6bta..tion, .it ~ ext.Jte.me.ly I 
cU.6Mc.uU . .. But I k.now onc.e they , 
Jteaiize thelLe Me people whoc.aJr.e., 
.it may g.ive them c.oMage.." 

"1 k.now .it ~ w.ith.in my C.On6tU­
utionai Jtight6 to have. adequate. 
c.On6uL When they deny me th.i6, 
they deny me. my Jtight6. And ~ 
~ wJtong but when you don't have 
money 60Jt a pJtivate iawyelL, you 
Me -6tuc.k. w.ith the cU.Jtty end 06 th,e 
-6lic.k.." 

" . . . .i6 I don't get out I w.iU lO-6e' 
my job. The judge doun't g.ive a 
damn .i6 you have a job OJt not. H~ 
don't C.Me. .i6 you Me. .inc.oJtJte.c.t oJt, 
not. He. k.now-6 the pooJt pe.ople. can't 
get ba.iL On the. mone.y I make. 6Jtom 
my job I c.an ha/ldJ..y mak.e. e.nd6 me.d .• " 

WCI\FJf I & BAlL FUND 

1& a coalition of Third World and 
white women from the Black Panther 
Party, the Young Lords Party, the 
Inmates Liberation Front, Youth 
Against War and Fascism, and various 
independent groups who are: 

--raising bail to release prisoners 
fron the House of Detention. 

--establiShing communication with 
the sisters inside. 

--assisting releaseCi women in meet­
ing their basic needa. 

--providing legal information for 
iIlII8tes. 

--mald.ng public the tortures t he 
prisonera \1DdeJ'80. 

--coordina tiDe 8. 4wID t agains t the 
House of D. torI 'the low wages 
paid to sentencel Waa.R, absence 
ot law books, censorship of the 
mail and the criminal ly insuffi­
cient medical care. 

--supporting other prison struggles . 

The work of the Bail Pund has been 
severely hampered by the Department 
of Corrections. All exchange of mail 
betwem inmates an4 the Bail Fund has 
been illegally stopped by the warden 
because our cOlllllunicatio~ ·violate 
the sacred lawyer-client relationship.-

WHO DO WE BAIL 0111'? 

Of the women who come to our atten­
tion we bailout those who have low 
bails (under 1500, usually UDder 1200), 
who have been incarcerated the loueest, 
and who have special aedical or faai­
ly problems. Ve also work with law­
yers to obtain bail reduct.1om tor 
wOllen vi th high bails. 


