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VICTIMS OF CHEAP LABOR 
by Sheik Mark S. Moore El 

The U.S.A has cteaIed and maintained perhaps the most comciously vicious and 
costly prison system in the world today. The increasingly corporate system profits greatly 00 

the stock market through the nilieIy ofmilliODll of Americam. In the past 2S years, our sIlIle 

and fedcmI goYa1llllellIs have spcnI: hundreds of billions of doUars building and operating pris­
ons designed to sepenue prOODerII from human decency and fiuniJy BIlppOft, ... well as deny 
them the phYBicaJ, medical, mcntaI, social and spiritual facilities nccessuy fur human develop­
JDeDt and rehabilitation. 

The U.S.A leaches religion for spiritual growth and respect for every human being, 
but lacu in caring for the poor, the sick, the lIIICducakd, the unemployed, and the imprisoned. 
The politicians of this country IIIIk about benefits, profits, jobs, cducatioo, crime. economics, 
etc. All of this cmdes compassion for • system which supports • vile disappointment of the 
people's hopes. It also feeds the priaoa syatcm with America's poor, oppRSSed. under privi­
leged, and UDder cducaIcd and takes jobs from the people of the U.S.A. by sending the work 
abroad. 

The U.S.A. lost 1.9 miUion manu1ilcturingjobs over the past decade because of prison 
labor. The government has learned to produce !DOle with less labor and cost Dwing the last 
decade our government bas replaced brains and brawn with technology and a small amount 
brawn. This trend Is a real danger to American prosperity because of the very small wages 
paid to worun in the pri.oon industrial syatcm doing service sector and high skill jobs. 

America's prison system has become a scandal and a blot on America's international 
reputation. The conditions in OlD' prisom viol8tc nUlDCfOus U.N. treaties and covenants and 
other intcmatiooallaws. State and fcdemllegislaturcs have passed mandatory laws to enhance 
charges and impose hanhcr IICIlIeDca. 

These laM arc applied with acverc racia.I and economic bias, resulting in African­
American males being len times mon: likely to be incarccratcd than other American males with 
the exception of Native Americans. The Fedcral Bureau of Justice statistics has calculaIed that 
28% of black men will serve time in jail or prison in tbcir Iiktimc. Although African Ameri­
cam make up 13% of the nation's people, they account for 37% of this nation's arrest, 55% of 
those convickd, and 74% oftbooc ocntcnccd to prOOn. In this country. ifooc is African 
American and charged with a crime, it Is more important to be able to afford a good, experi­
enced trial lawyer than it is to have a "good casc." 

Most of the people who arc filling our jails andprOOns were convicted of charges 
with _ not over 5 to 10 years. Incarccnrting these types of criminals is costly and 
deadly to American society because of the effect onjobs that it will have. We the people need 
to establish a new relationship between society. corporation, and labor which will create pr0s­

perous, stable benefits for the people. The people do not make a profit when they have little 
disposable income to make adequate capital investment because jobs are very scan:c where 
capital or I8bor rules. 

Comt decisions and legislation have given corporations all ihc rights; few of the re­
sponsibilities arc given to the people. Privileges and protection arc oot available for the people 
from the laWl! of DID' courts, and legislative actions. Corporate IaWl! protect beads of these cor­
porations and they arc rarely beld liable for the great and small damages.they CIIU9C to employ­
CCfI and the conummities in which they operate. State and federal colD'ls and legislatures need 
to revisit the concept of corporations. Corporations must be reintegrated into society, making 
them coutributors to stability 80 people can be prosperous rather !han oppressed by ruthless 
dl~ of corporutc policies. 

Laws do not force corporations to pay a.lilir share of laxes that support the communi­
ties in which they operate. Corporations shift their work. production out of the communities 
into the prison system, awiding taxes. For this, they should be prosecuted to the full extent of 
the law. l'besoi multinational corporations profit from the cheapest labor, cheapest working 
conditions, and least protection of workers. 

VIctims continued page 5 
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The Missouri Prison Labor Union 

Mission Statement 

• The MPLU recognizes the inherent dignity and in­
alienable rights of all members of the human family 
and the principle that the recognition and adherence 
to said rights is the basis of freedom for all humans 
and requisite to peace in the world. 

• The MPLU recognizes and believes that all prisoners 
are human beings as weU as political prisoners and 
have a right to be freed from all forms of abuse, op­
pression, repression racism, sexism and slave labor 
exploitation. 

• The MPLU recognizes and believes in the people 
baving the right to govern their own lives, and to be 
freed from wage slavery. 
The MPLU recognizes and is founded upon the prin­
ciples of liberty, equality and solidarity, and that 
such principles are fortified with mutual aid, free as­
sociation and free cooperation. 

• The MPLU recognizes and strongly supports the 
abolition of all prisons everywhere, the abolition of 
the death penalty, and the ending of the capitalist 
system with its false democracy. 

[MPLU Contads: I 
Executive Board Member's Home Officc 

484~ Page Ave. 

SI. Louis.. MO. 63113 

Jerome Whilb-Bey 

#37479 18-118 

President 

South Cenler Correctional Center 

25~ West Highway 32 

Licking, MO. 65542-9069 

Bruce Cummings #36911 
Na.tional Repre9Clllalive 
Eastern Correctional Center 
18701 Old Highway 66 (4B-3) 
Pacific. MO. 63069 

David Brice Sheik Mark Moore E1 1#990 115 

National Communication Officer H.U.6A-207 

24~ Deane COIDI 

SL Louis, MO. 63127 

Vikki Law 
Women Prisoners Secretary. 
P.O. Box 20388 
New York, New York 1000'l 

National Coordinator 
Crossroad Correctionil.\ Center 

1115 East Pence Road 
Cameron, MO. 64429 

Conle nt\ : 

Crossroads at the DcviI's Home 

Duration ofPlacemenl in Ad-Seg. 

The sberiffWbo Issues Pink Underv.ear 

Diac:rimlnation Against a Minority 

Helen Woodson: The Truth Bear.o ... 

0 .. THI HOOK 

ISSUI • 

Crossroads at the Devil's Home 

My lllllllClia Wilbur Lewis and r am writing in regards 10 the many wrongs that are being afflicted upon 
the ol!enders at tbls institution, cspccIa1ly in Administrative Segregation. 

I, alDag with. number of other offi:nders, are being placed in Ad-Seg for 30 to 90 days for drinIdIIg too much water. Yes. 

Priaoners and the Right to Vote 
Thats right. For drinking too much! We are being given violatioas for drug use (Rule II) wbea Ibm> are DO signs of drugs in our 
urine samples at ail Thla rule Is being enforced because there ia a need to have more offi:nder& in the drug class hero. Each time an 

_________ _____ __ 1 offender receives. vlo\atlon fur Rule II, be must retake tbls drug class or be subjeet to reroaiIl in Ad-Seg.1IIIOIher 3~ ~ 
lnvisible Health Crisis The administration here at Cromoads Is veT)' diabolic In il5 treatment of the ol!enden in Ad-Seg. r _heel the guards 
________ ___ __ . _____ 1 here teU two of'lblders that \be ooIy way they would move OM of them WIllI to fight. Aa the two offimden fought, \be guards stood 

In front of their cell door fur about 2 to 3 tninutm befORl they sprayed the ol!enden with maco. This ia • common practice of the 
administration here in Ad-Seg; All OlIO needA to do to _ that this ia commoa pnctlce Is to view \be IIDIIIbeI' ofU", of Force fOITll5 
thaI are logged in thi, nniL WIlen l1li offender taJks back to • gum! or shows SOlDe furm of self respect by refoslng to be treated IiIr.e 
a dog. be is _ to Ad-Seg for Insulting behavior or creating a dlsIIIIbomco, H~r, when l1li officer ia millrealing an offender he 

Women On The Row 

All's Wellln Iraq- Just Ask. the Dead 

10 i. looked DO by other officers lIS being a Oood Ole Boy. How can society cncpecI offeodera to show respect fur authority wbeo the 
very all1hority that ia OWl' them ia moraJJy corrupt and very abusive? That's liIr.e putting • Collin a cblcbn coop and asking the Coll 

----------.----.-- to nol eat the chickens. Thla criminaJ behavior of the 8dminiatnItion here toWlllds offenden not ooIy goes against the moral fiber of 
17 society" Isws but the veT)' law of God. We must forever sIriw to fight this corruption with kDOwlcdgc and UDdenImdIng. 

An Anarehist Captive's Thougbts. .. 

Chattel SlaveyY 

The Truth Must Be Told 17 

Emancipation Without F.mancipaJing " 

Sincmoly, 
81101 ToJlb Sholrur (WIlbur Lewis) 
Crossroeds CorrecdonaJ Center 
illS East Pen<e Road 

Duration of Placement in Ad-Seg. 
OffIM Hoole is currently undergoing many 

changes. inchJding a new editoriaJ and layout 
staff. Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross has March 28, 2004 
formed a IIIIIaII work.lng group to take reSI>oos:ibil··. 
ity fur publishing the DCwsletter three times a 
year. We work in solidarity with the Missouri 
Prison Labor Union; however, the views ex· 
pressed In this nowsleUer do 1101 ~y ..... 
fleet our own. 

In my time of lncarcerlltion, Crossroads CorrectiD!la\ Center routinely victimizes the whites and llICiaJ minorities by care· 

Off 1M Hoole has a IIeW loolr., but its political 
inlcntions have 1101 changed. We hope Off 1M 
Hoole can expmd as a forum for MPLU 
opinions, discussion, and expression, ~ please 
send your submissions to MPLU presldenl 
Jerome Whi~Bey. 

In love and solidarity, 
The Off tho Hook Crew 

. lessly convicting the innocent, excessively punishing the guilty and arbitrarily denying them their duo process in accordance with 
their policies. How.Jd it ever come to this? It came as il always does: through tho fierce hate harbored by the lew and the compJa. 
cency displayed by the resL r pnoy to God for courage 10 take on this burden. r. pray for wisdom to kDOw what was right and for 
strength to oven:omc my own rancor. I have also filed my complaint against Crossroads Correctioua1 Center. To any and all other 
inmates CXJ>Criencing these same problems, ilia past time to stand out and be beard. Write your complaints out and send !hem in. 

Sincerely, 
Malcolm l..:kson-EI 
MI2011 2A·213 
II U East Pmce Road 
CrosslOOIdo ComdIonoJ Center 
Cameron, MO. 64429 

Every year an inmate 
spends in prison costs tax­

payers an average of 
$22,000 

www.prisoll5llCks.com 
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The Sheriff Who Issues Pink Underwear 

People's Weekly World Newspaper, 2114/04, Julia Lutsky 

Moe! Joe Arpaio, husband, father, grandfather IJId \he toughest 
sheriff in America, as be calls bimsclf: Elected in 1992 to IUD \he 
Maricopa County Sbcrift's Office (MCSO) in Pboemx, Ariz., \he 
fourth IlII'8est sberift's office in \he nation, be IUDS _jail sy1IIem 
which houses approximalely 8,000 individuals. Many oftbem &Ie 

there awaiting trial because they could DOl aftOrd bail; those con­
victed &Ie scMng SCoU:Dcca of less than a year. 

A sterling example of \he prevalcol "gel-touglHm.qjme" poli­
cies, Arpaio rcquin:s chain gang prisoners to provide thousands 
of doUan of free community aerviccs such 81 cleaning ~ 
painting over pffiti IIOd bwying \he dcccascd iodigcnt in \he 
county'. pollm's' field. He boastslhal one of the IJlIDIllI is the DII­

tion's only women'. chain gang. 1be women often cboosc to 
SCNe there because il is preferable to the a1tcmative: lockdown, 
where they IIRI confined, four WOmal to an 8- by 12-fool cell, for 
23 bours _ day. All prisoDcn on chain gangs wear blal:k..and­
white striped unifOlUlll. AIpaio introduced this mcaswo in 1997, 
.... he says, to make examples of tho pn.oncrs. 

Last month Sbcriff Arpaio ordered the approximalely 500 un­
documented imJnjgranla in his jails to Jegistc:r for the draft. 

No coddling of criminals in Maricopa. After all, he says, jails are 
nol counlIy clubs. Smoking is forbidden as &Ie coffee, sail, pep­
per and ketchup; reading material is monitored; Ih.ere are 00 mov­
ies nor i. any I'CC1'e8Iion provided; unrestricted television is 
banned. Should a prisonet' need to see a nllBC be or abc must pay 
SIO for the privil~. 

Apparenlly because, by his own testimony, be is slighlly oves-­
weight and on _ restricted diel, Arpaio docs his prisoncn tho ser­
vice of restricting theirs as weU: he recently cut tho daily caloric 
intake from 3,000 to 2,500. He boasts Ibc aw:rage pn.oner meal 
costs the state but 20 ccntlI; prisonClS gel only two oftbcm a day. 
The food i. often reported to be old and rotten. Small wonder: il 
i. ollen surplus food. By conlrasl, food for the departmenl's dogs 
costs SI.15 a day per dog. 

Shortly aller Arpaio took office in 1993 be expanded the sCale', 
policy of hoWling priJonera in lenlll. According to former depart­
ment employees, he emptied an entire floor of one jail to accom­
plish this- He is thlll able to say, and docs say, Ihal be wiU always 
be able to house anyone picked up or condemned to his jail sya­
lem_ The tenl cities, as they are called, oblige tbcir over 2,000 
inhabitants to live UDder \be broiling Arizona sun year roUDd. In 
the summer tho I<:mpeIlllURl can reach 120 ~ Even in \be 
fall and winrcr II i. close to 100 dcgrccs during the day. At 1Ii&ht 
il can become very colci 

The Maricopa County posse program bas been in existence since 
the • 30s_ II is a volunteer system that provides community ser­
vices such as search and rescue operations and coforccDlClll sup-

port. Or Ihalls wbaI il did prior to the arriva.I of Arpaio who 
expanded \he posse to 3,200 individuals. Their duties o:,w in­
clude rounding up "deadbcal" p8laIIs, paIrolling malls during 
hollday eeaBOn and, in \be coUDiy'. "red light" diBlriclll, fighting 
prostitution. J.ust ho~ ~ &Ie KalmpliBbed Sheriff AIpaio 
docs 001 ~. He J~ the c:xpaodcd duties saying they 
are essentially free serw:a to tbc colllD11lllity. 

The MeSO web aite (www.mcso.org) enables one to see mug 
shots (in fiill colorl) and deCails aboUi the arrest of anyoDO held 
in tbc jail system. Then: is a "Crime oftbc Week," which dis­
plays aillhosc arrested for a particular offense. When this 
last IUX:eS3ed the silc Ihal offcnso was om - Driving 
Influence (of alcohol). The vi_ can pick and choose 
~ _ ~g shots and detaiJs on any prisoner held for !hal par­
bCuiar in1iingemcat of the law. Some of the man: questionable 
o~ Illted are "fami.Iy offCOlCS," "insuranco violations," 
"inlt:rferc with judicial processing," "profession and I 

violations," "transportation violalions," and ............ ",,11 

dons.." Mug shots and dcCails can also be obtained for 
prisonClS by supplying a prlsoner'. booking number or 1lIIIDe. 

Wbat this regime of torture accomplishes is to make this kind 
treatmenl an acceptable pari of the national ReI-toli2h-on-criJ:ne 
policy. Arpaio explains il in dctaiJ on the web site, 
ging Ihal il tcaclIOS wrongdoers Ibc evil of tbcir ways. To the 
prisoner who Cxpn:88CS diasatisfIM:tio be says simply, "Wcll, 
don'l come back." Is It any wonder Ihal human rights grouPs 
regard hi. jail sysIcm as \be banbcst in the counJry7 

Sheriff Arpaio is running for re-election this year with his poli­
cies as his plalfolUL He saya he welcomes suggestions from the 
public. You can send your coDllDCllls to Maricopa Cowny Sher­
iit's Office, 1oo}Vest Washington, Suite 1900, Phoenix, AZ 
85003, orcall8O().352-4SS3 (ID 1bIlo) or 602-2S6-loo(out of 
state). You can also submit coDllDCll1s onllnc aI WO'lWJIIIClIO.o'rg.1 
As a start you m1&ht suggest he tender his resignation 
~y . . . 

IUUI , 

Victims continuedfromJrOnl page 

The U.S. govcmmcnt bas provided wcorporatc 
welfarc" 10 cotpOl'lllions to promote American corpora­
tions at \be cxpcD8C of American.iIocietal DtCda. Hundreds 
of billions of dollars from corponde _Ifarc olog every U. 
S. budget; this money lIbouidbe ~ .toWllrd rebuild­
ing \be AmCricm inllutructuns With American labor. If 
the fede~ ~ ~ laWa """ dirccledloMrd corpora­
lIons rebuilding WIth \be laX dollarsoflbc Amcricancom­
muruty, mo",johs IIDd individnal prosperity IIDd stability 
would be created than any amounl of cotpof1IIe we!filrc 
could produce. 

CorporaIc America should recruit, train, and pay 
a whole DOW gcocration to do what this COUDIry docs best: 
investing in the people, industries, andjobs of the future. 
~thout a SCCIln!, prosperous V«IrIdng community, corpo­
ralJons groW IJId profit only ·with \be support of govern­
ment subsidies. Thc8c policios·bcocfil corporations at the 
cxpcosc of the rest of the people by utilizing cheap labor 
from the prisoa system. 

All Americans ha~ a rigbl to a job whicb will 
provide income for basic necessities. II's weU known Ihal 
the minimum wage level is IoDg ovcrdne for improvcmcDl 
Tens of millions of Americans cannot afford even b8!ic . 
health CIIRI under tho preseDl cheap labor wage. Every 
other developed nation in Ibc world bas quality health care 
for every mao, woman, and cbild. The U.S.A. is the 
strongest countty in the world, a COUDIIy \bat other coun­
!rica look to for help, but the U.S.A. docs DOl provide ... 
quale health care or educational facilities. 

The people need to cmuc a special colllJllission to 
~, discuss, and dmstically revise laws Ihal give corpo­
ralJoDS Ibe authority to malce policies 50 81 to minimize \be 
wageo for cheap labor. 

Sheik Marie Moore HI 
MPLU National Coonllnator 

Columbia, MO radio show 
airs prisoner letters 

The Pirate Utopia radio .bow airs on KOPN 89.5 PM 
2am to 5am on Satunlays. 

Missouri priscncra should send letters ouJlining c0m­

plaints, griCVllDCCS, and living conditions to 
Pirate Utopia 
c/o KOPN 
915 E. Broadway 

M065201 

Letters will be read on \be 
air and concerns of the 
MPLU will be included. . 

Discrimination Against a Minority 
Discriminatioo is a very powerful word It gives off an 

csscnce ?f~ prej~ce, and even diversity. All throughoUI !he 
world, discriminalion IS apparcut: it', SO apparent that people in the 
~r1d today have ~~ acc~ to il 1be big questiOD is why 
ISIh.ere so much pn:Judice, IBCISID, anddiscrimination in the worlci 
That question bas been asked by many and there bas lICVa been a 
concrete conclusion. Allah teUs us Ihal to under.JIand a thought, we 
must po~, -k. and accept it before we will get our answer. 
Wouldn I \be world be 110 easy ifwe did !hex thing:s? Many ofus 
have woodcted what Ibc world would be lib: with 00 discriminati 
in~ = 

. Unf~ly, in \be society that we live in we are fuced 
With batrcd, raclSlD, prejudice, and discriminalion. Most of us have 
lcamcd over \be years to tum the o!hcr cheek IJId walk away. How­
ever, there are some of III who act out in violence, which results in 
yo~g, ~ucated people who come to pNon with a 101 of anger 
built up IDSlde of them, commiUing crimes in retaliation. 

_ When ~ accused comes to prison, Iibc is taken away 
from bi.slber WniIy IIOd fricoda and Is cxpcc1ed to foUow ail the 
rules and regulations of tbc Department of Conections. 1be DOC 
bas long been knoWII to be discriminatory against African Ameri­
cans, bomosciruab, IIDd other pcr.IOns who are pert of a minority. 
So what are we to do, just stand by and lei these people abuse us 
and control our every tbougbt'1 I say DO, but who I am to speak on 
the matter? I'm just _ DJioority who bas been discriminated against 
and abused ever !Iince my arrival into tho DOC. Those of us who 
care about our righl3, dignity and self-worth don'l ha~ anyone to 
express our feelings to because 00 one willllsImL But thanks to !be 
Missouri Prison Labor Union we finally have people who care and 
wanl to assist III in our endeavors. So here we ~ for aillbe world 
to ~: lost, hopeless, and alone in _ coDSlalll figbl against discrimi­
nation. My lIIlSW\rr to all oflhis is to limn to AJIab; to seek. accept, 
understand, and leI the solution come from the heavens. Sunoly our 
Creator would nollel such abuse happen if we .... the children of 
AIIab dido'l have the power to stop il 

Praise to AI1abI 

Malthew Rllchie 110140112 
IllS East Pence Rood 
Cameron, MO 64429-3804 
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Helen Woodson: 
The Truth Bears Repeating 

Plowshares anti-war activist Helen Woodson was 
released from prison on March 9th, after completing an 18-
year senlCnCC for using a pneumatic jackhammer to disarm a 
nuclear missile sUo in Missouri, mailing warning lcUas to 
officiaL. with bullets inside, robbing a benk and bumlog the 
money_ Woodson was arrested again two days later. 

In keeping with her promise to report to fedcral pr0-

bation officials within seventy-two holDS of her release, 
Woodson enlered !he federal courthouse in Kansas City, 
Mi550uri, on the morning of March IIIIL 

Woodson describes her arrest: 
"As agreed, I reported to the fcdcraJ courthouse, 

which abo houses the probation and manha/'s offices. I had 
with me my release papers upon which I had written, 'I wil I 
nol abide by these: conditions,' and a plutic coffee mug 
filled with red enamel paint. When the guards at the lobby 
desk called me over, I told !hem I was reporting. Since il was 
obvious that I oouldn't get beyond !hem with the cup, I said, 
'The government bas blood 00 its haoda,' and dlllllpCd!be 
paint 00 their countcrtop." 

Woodson was Initially charged with a probation 
violation, namely !he destruction of government propCl"ty. A 
second charge, communicating a threal of a _pon of mass 
desbUCtion, was added as a result of a phone call Woodson 
reportcd1y made foUowing her release from priaon and prior 
to her arrest. The maximum sentence is life in prisorL 

During Woodsoo's two days ofhedom, she also 
allegedly mailed four letters that could be construed as mak­
ing lhreaIs. She was visited by a pooCaI inspector and told 
!hat additional charges would be brought against her baaed 
on the leiters. 

Woodsoo bas indicated that she will not cootest any 
lruthfuJ information behind these charges. In a letter dated 
March 28th, she writes. "I did indeed do what !he charges 
will say, and I wiU show in court at my sentencing thai eve­
rything I communicated is absolutely true. I wouldn't have 
said it if it _re Dol" 
You can send letters to: 

Helaa D. WIIOCbo. 
M03131-045 

Bates County J.U 
P;O. Bo.60 

Butler, MO 6-4730 
In addition to ~ mail (which is opened and 

inspected), Woodson ~y a1lonoceive self-adbesive postage 
stamps and magazines; NewSpapers and DCIWS clippings are 
nol aUowed. The'wlibnry" at' thejllil where Woodson is be­
ing held -consists of one canlboard box full ofbooks. 1odi- . 
viduals can send'donatio,DI ofbooka, new or used, dim:tly to 
Woodson- there i. DO need to order thc1n from a publisher. 
For more information, contact: nulr.~ster@igc.org , 

Helen Woodson in 1984 <_) 
November 11, 1984 to Marcb 12,2004 

Following l.r a slaJemenJ Woodson wrol. prior 10 her release 
from prison. 

In !he Goopcl ofMaIIhew "" are told, ~o one can 
serve two masters." Today as perhaps never before in history, 
it is necessary for each of us to uk, "Whom do we M:rVe?" 

Whom do _ serve when we name the first explosion 
of an atomic bomb 'Trinity'? When we c.all. fast-attack sub­
marine 'Corpus Christi' (Body of Christ)? When the spires of 
the Air Fo"", Academy chapel arc shaped like missiles? When 
we possess I 1,000 nuclear missiles, and our mililBry policy is 
one of precmpti~ first strike? 

Whom do _!ICI"YD when the president who took his 
oath 00 a Bible leads us into a war based on lies and decep­
lioo? When _ explode buodreda of toDS of depleted III1IDiwn 
shells, poisoning !he air, WIlIer and soil, and inflicting sickness 
and death 00 both civilian populations and our own military 
pcr!lODDCl? 

Whom do we M:rVe wbon the tedemI courts, which 
hegin each !ICSSion by invoking God's blessing, sanctioo abor" 
lion, environmental destruction, capital pnoishment and war? 
When _ print "In God We Trust" on Ihco money and then usc 
it to fioaoce death and destructioo aU over the world? 

Too thousaud years ago, wheo people were asked 
who they M:rVcd, they aoswacd, WWe ha~ no king but Cae­
sarI" The religious terms in which we clo!he our murderous 
deeds cannot ob~!be truth; we too have no king but Cae-
sar. 

A life of faith ca1Is us to aoolhcr aoswcr, one exem­
plified by two saints of the early church. Leaving the Roman 
BlIDY, Sl Martin of Tours said, "I am a soldier of Jesus Christ; 
it is not permissible fur me to fight, • and SL Maximiliao, mar­
tyred for refusing military conscription, said, ~T canoot do evil. 
I will not be a soldier oflbis world· 

In 1984, en !he feast day ofSl Martin, I was one of 
fuur people who _ to a Miuouri missiJc Silo to witness to 
that lnIIh. In 2004, on !be feu! day of Sl Maximilian, I om 
expectedio report to a MWourt probatioD office and accept 
govertuIII!nhupervision-ofmylife and conscience. The Chris­
tiaolifeis IX» ofongoiogmpeotance in !he ocrvic:c: God, and 
so again. I'must witness to !he tnDh. 

(ThLr articleartd 8taJ.iMnJ war published In the Beltane 
2()(u Ww oflhe Earlh Flrstl Journal) 
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to regain their voting rights, very olleo the of'li=ndCl" must eo-
Prisoners aod the Right to Vote dure waitiogpaiodsoffiw: to ten y=-s before bc or ahe may 
Author: Julia Lutsky apply to regain them. In addition, !he process of regaiojng is 

ofteo cumbersome and costly. In Alabama, a pardon must he 
People" Wcekly World Newspaper, 03118104 sougbt from the Board ofPaidons, and a DNA sample must be 

It might smprisc you:I.QJeam that nearly S million supplied. In Mississippi, !be governor must sign an cucutive 
of our citizals cannot vole; That is becauae !bey arc prisoo- order or a IegialIItOr must iarrodoce a bill on bchaIf of • former 
ers or furmer priaoncn. Only two states"Maine and Ver- prisoner. The bill must tbc:n pus with. two-thinIs majority and 
moot, aUow prisonerfll" :V,ote; In 14,1IIates Ibis prohibition Is be signed by !be goWIIDCW. Information on Ihco nlll11bcr of ex-
for life. O&ndcrs oD'i-ol~ :in 32,1IIaIcs JR,~denJed Ihco right offendcn who reclaim their rights following Ihcsc regulations 
to vote, as are those on probaiDti !iiaA Dec; 2002 "Civil Is difficult 10 acer1ain, but 0IIe two-yeG" study in Virginia indi-
RigbJs Journal" III1icJc ootcd,' ''Oiw:ntbo vllltracial di .... ri- cated that, of200,OOO ex-~IOIIS in !be stale, only 404 had re-
tics in !he criminaljLlllicO ay1tem It Is bIIdIy 8Urprisio&~ gaIocd their voting rigbIB during the period 1lUdied. 
shockinB oooetbelcss,to'fiod that an CIIIimaIed \3 pcrccnI of According to "The Political Comequenccs of Felon 
African American malcom now dixnlianchiBCd. " ThIs is Diaco1hmchiaemeot Laws in !he United States," • papCI" by 
but a continuatloo of the DOW illegal poU tu and Iilerllcy re- Christopher Uggcn and Jeff Maoza presented to !be American 
Quircmeots used so ~to deny Sociological A.uociatioti in August 2000, 

Blacks !he right \10 VOIO prior \10 !be Civil . •• IIJI •• II!!!!!!!~----" even though cx-otmlders would be likely 
Rights Movemcol oflhc"l~ and '60s. . ' to vote in smaller DIIIllben than the general 

The "fouDding'1iIthen" granted public, !bey would be more !ikcly to vote 
the right to votiioaly to waJlhy white Democratic since !hey are primarily non-
male property owocn: 'ThesecOlIIIIituted white and/or poor. Their disenfraocbise-
approximately 120,000 indiVIduals in. IDCIIt, Uggcn and Mama oooelude, pro-
popuJation of 2 million free AmeriC811S vented Dmnocratic control of !he Senate 
and I millioo slaves and iadcDlUred __ Iletween 1986 and 2000. 
vantll. African Ammicaos, 'WOlDen, !be' The United Stala is the only in-
illiterate and tbosc who did not own dostrIaIized nation to have such dr8conian 
properly could not vote. Nor could pria- Icgislation on its books. When other DA" 
ooers or former prisoocn. ThIt was be- lions restrict voting rights, !he restrictions 
cause the uadition ofwcivil dcaIb" fur usually apply only to those convicted of 
vi01a!o1ll of the law and !heir descen- electoral offenses or of corruption. Some 
danI3, which dated to medieval Europe, ' oaIiooa, among tbcm South ACru:a and Ja-
was brought here with the EngIiah colo- ')I8D, aUow prisoners to vote. 
nlzers. Here in !he U.S., some ststes have 

Today, more thao 200 y=-s begun to relax restrictions 00 ex-offendeD: 
later, this uadition alone remains: wblle Texas, for example, bas ended a two-year 
all oIhcrs have gained the right to vote, it walting period, Maryland bas ended a life-
is still denied to prisoncn and ex- - time ban Cor nonviolent rqJCaI offenders, 
prisoners. Public opinion, however, and New Mexico has ~ed a lifetime 
largely supporU rctumiog voting,rights ben. Olven that pubUc opinion favors 
to ex-ofl'euders. Acc:ording to Ihco lI0II-. granting cx-otfendcrs their civil rights, we 

lit Senteoc' Pro' full may ~ll be moving toward the cnfran-
pro 1DI! ~ccI, Y 10 pel" , cIUemeot of all our citi2JCIIS. Only Ibis way 
cent oftbe public supports !be right of 
cx-offeodcrs to vote; smaller perc:euI __ , can M work toward a governmeot repre-
ages, 6-4 pcrccnl and 62 pcrccnI ~ 1CIIIaIi~ of all hs people rather than of 
lively, support !be right of probelioocn moneyed corporalc interests. 
and tbosc on parole to vote. 

In theory, !be acnIeoce haodcd down aftr:r. vmlici 
is proportional to the crime COIDmltted. The denial of the 
right to VOIO, however, Is acrosa !be boerd, ~!be 800-

1CnCC. All felony offenders are denied Ibis right (except as 
noted above) reganIIess of the crime fur wbkh!bey haw: 
been convicted. Offenders and ex-om:uden arc not consis­
tently denied other righ!s: they may marry, divorce, own 
property and file Iawsuila. TbcorcticaUy, their rights arc re­
stricted only in matters pcrtainiog to prison security - except 
when it is a Qucstion of!be right to VOIO. 

It is true that while some ststes allow ex-otfcndcrs 

Julia Lubky Lr a reader In New York City. She can ~ reached 
aJ blalne.jacl:@prodlgy.net. 

Percent of Mrican American men 
disenfranchised (not allowed to vote 
temporarily or permanently) by a 

felony conviction: 13.1 % 
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Invisible Health Crisis 
From 1M C ooJllIotr For Prl.J"".,. , Right. ,..,..I<fIu 
Yol. 29, ItO. J Morclt 2004 

Imprisoned "",men are at tbc ccnIa' of an epi­
demic of preventable illness, unncc:essary suffcrlng and 
premaIW'e death. Recent trcDda reflcct a dlsIurbing and 
dramatic iDcRase nationwide in the D1IIJIber of "",men 
incan:erated. In 2002, almost 98,500 women wet'O iDcar­
cerated in prisons alone. maIdng up over 6.5% oftbc Iotal 
prison population in the United Stales. ThIs reflects a 
592% increase among women prboDers between 1m 
and 2001. Nearly two-thInb of all women in jails and 
prisons are womea of color, 'They are 43% African­
American and 12% Latina. An African-American woman 
is more !han seven times as likely as a white woman 10 
spcDd time behind ban. 

While imprisoned. health problems often get 
worse for wotnm. and prison medical services are inade­
quate and even bannfuI. Men usually haw belt« III:CCSI 

10 specialized medical procedures such as beat siIrpry, 
which is geoerally unavailable 10 women. 

A& with other institutions in the U.S., the cnm:nt 
prison system was created by men. and malc-ccntered 
health care is the nOlDl in prisons. The complexities of ' 
women's health are misImdcrstood by providers woridng 
in prisons. 

Women's health issues tend 10 be more compti~ 
cated than men's; women have a higher instance of tubeJ-. · 
culosis. hepatitis B and C, HIV, higb blood presatire. and 
asthma. Of women incan:craIed in the District of Colum. 
bia, 41% are HIV positive, of those in New York state, 
18%. Women prisoners in California have a 40 10, 60% 
cbance of being infected with the Hep C 1Iirua.Womm 
abo haw higher rain of reproductive healih problems 
due 10 untn:alcd sexnaIJy transmitted infections, and moo­
raJ bealih issues, such as anxiety and depression. 

Even food in women'. prisons is wone than in 
men's, Several men's prisons have salad bIIn, ' :'110 

women's prison does. California spends half as muclI 
money on women prisoners' fu:odas on men's-- SI.2S a 
day versus 52.45. California bas abo ended women prb­
oners' access 10 special medical diets. 

A woman prisoner in '1be Fire Inside" says, 
"The medical attention is atrociously inept. No, OIIC re­
sponds well when their medical needs are noibclng met. " 

Regular screening for breast and cervical cancer 
are not part of the routine annual care received by "",men 
wbo are incarcerated. Prisons have yet 10 make these r0u­

tine services available 10 women, although their availabil­
ity would prevent \lIIllCCCSSIII' illness, trauma, and even 
death. 

PregDIIIICY services are also sorely lacking in' 
prisons nationwide. 6% of women who enter jail and 5% 
entering prisons are pregnant at the time of entry. But less 
than 50/. of women receiw pre-nata1 care in jails and pris­
ons, which includes vitamin sup-
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Women On Tbe Row 

There wen: 47 _men on dcaIh row in the U.S. as ofDccember 
, 31,2003. 'Jbcse _men I'IIIIge in age from 2410 73. 26 (55%) are 
,white, 15 (32%) are AfricaD..American, five (14%) are Latina, 
and one (2%)is Native American. 

10'Y0 of· the people arrested for IJIIItder are -men, but 
women receive fewer than 2% of the death sentenoes banded out. 
A bit more ·,thaD half !he _ senlalCed 10 dcaIh were con· 
victed of Idlling Jbeii. husbands or their children.. According 10 the 
Dally TarglIIff of Rulgen Univenity, one-Ihird of the women on 
dcaIh roW are lesbians. 

Many _men on death row MI'C scxuaIIy abused before 
tbcy wen: convicted and seDleDccd. Relatively mw states have a 
death row specifica1Jy for -men. 10 many are simply held in 
Isolation, their lives control1cd entirely by guards, usually male 
guards. 

145 women have been sentenced 10 dcaIh since 1973. 
.CalJfomiaandNOI1h Carolina acco\IDI for 16 each. Florida and 
TeXIIII each hold IS, and Ohio bas 10. The other states with 
_men _tcoced 10 dcaIh since I m are A1aska, DIinois. Missis­
sippi, Oklahoma, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Missouri, Indiana, Ken­
tucky, Maryland, New Jeney, Arizona, ArIcansas, Idaho, Lou;"i· 
ana. Nevada, Tennessee, South Carolina and Virginia. 

Ten women haw been executed since 1976. Nine were 
white, one was African-Americim. TWo wen: killed in Texas, IV«> 
in Florida, and one each in Arkansas, AWka and Norah CIIIOIina. 
Oldahoma; however, cxccuted three women in 2001. 

ThIs was !he highest awnbel' execuIed in one year since 
Virginia executed six enslaved African-American women in 
1863. But Massachuscltll stiU holds the record: fou.rtcen women 
executed for witchcraft in 1692. 

ISSUI , 

C ontinwd from pag< 8 plemeulS, rcgu1ar scrccn.ings, and a 
hcalthydicl 

One in five of the 2.1 million people in jail and prison 
are mentally ill; figures are ~ for women. Mental beatlh 
services. like medical care, are inadequate, and many women 
do not trust prison therapists bcc4uoe of confidentiality 
breaches and a general lack of compassion. 

In addition 10 medicallItId psychological neglect in 
prisons and jails in the United States, women are mistreated by 
others who work for the mal0-d0minated prison industry, 
Women's issues are not only dismissed and misundersiood by 
medical providers. but also by guards and caseworkers, 
Women are physically and emotionally 1so1ated from their 
families and children IItId their communities. 
A woman prisoner in Cbowcbilla rec:eruly wrote In a leIIt:r 
about !he attitudes of the peop\ewbo work for !he prison indus­
trial complelC"1bey don't seem 10 tab these living conditiooa 
seriously. 'They feel 1ike you're oot HY!!!Y. becauso you' re in 
jail. 'They deny you of all YOID' bumm rightsl" 

In response 10 inadequate care, woman are organizing 
10 create better conditiona in prisons. AIDS is the leading cause 
of death in U.S. pOsoll8, and _men in New York prisons have 
twice the rate of HIV infection thaD men eDIaing prisons. The 
AIDS Counseling & Education Project (ACE) at Bedford Hills 
Correctional Facility in New York is one of the most successful 
projects sIIIrtcd by prisoners. It was foUDdcd by women prison­
ers 10 educale and counsel orher prisoD<n and 10 help care for 
women with AIDS. 

Many women creaIc informal support groups with 
other prisoners, increasingly importanl as programming cuts 
continUtl and incmIse. Women in prison have proven repeat-
edly that they must and can SIIJlPOd each other. ' 

·Un ejtn:ito de voces, manos y picslllD rio de caras 
moreoas, miradas que DO pidcn pad6n. " L Rios 

Resolll'Cel: 
CA Coo/ilion/or Women Prisolllir3 
1540 Market St. 
Ste.490 
San Francisco, CA 94102. 

NeWldetter: '"The Fire Inside" 

JWlrice NOWI 
1322 Webster SL 
Suite 210 
Oakland, CA 94612 

.... 
All's Well in Iraq---Just Ask the 
Dead 

Everything'S OK. 
Honest. 

Los Angeles Times April 9. 2004 
Steve Lopez 

SheU-sbocked wives of soldiers are racing home from 
ocean-side beauty salons 10 see if their husbands are among the 
latest casualties in. But there's nothing 10 worry about. 

The Shiite uprising appears 10 be throwing the entire 
country inIo bloody chaos, and weary American soldiers are 
being ordered 10 extend their tours of duty. But you have some 
good IDOmenbl and some less good moments in theses Irinds of 
eoll:lpriscs, 85 Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said 
If things wet'O spinning out of control, would Presideot Bush be 
on Easter holiday at !he ranch in Texas, whcte he was visited 
Thursday by members of the National Rille Assn., Ducks 
U n1imitcd, and Pbeasants Forever? 

Twelw Camp Pendleton Marines have been killed in 
the last woek, most of them in one horrific battle Tuesday. But 
there'. 110 "major combat" in Iraq, the prcs.idenr'. flack assured 
us even as several cities wet'O IIDder fire BDd up for grabs. Irs 
just Ihat 8 "relaliwly small nwnber of extremist ,elements" are 
being pesky little insurgents. 

Can you really even call it a war? 
In a war, you honor the dead by greeting their return 

10 American soil. But media, and sometimes even family 
member&, are still banned from air bases as the bodies arrive. 
The White HoWIII docsn~ WlIDt \IS 10 get the crazy idea !hat Op­
eration Iraqi Freedom bas gravediggcn working overtime. 

Last moDlh, Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY.) called for 
an end 10 the ban during an antiwar vigil at the air base in no­
ver, Delaware. The rally was held by families of American sol­
diers. and Jane Bright was there. The San Fernando Valley 
woman'. son, Sgt. Evan A&hcrafi, was Idlled in Iraq last July. 
He was 24. 

"I believe we have 10 tum over OlD' solitary control of 
Iraq, get the UN and peaa:eeping fon::es in there, and begin 10 

remove the American footprint on thi .. " Bright say •. 
But she'. well 8wae of the degree of difficulty, given 

the US alienation ofallles and what.be geea as an American 
quest 10 conIrol MkIdIe Eastern oil supplies. regardless of bow 
many lives II costs. 

She r..ars. In fact, Ihat things will get much worse be­
fore they get better. 

"My husband happened 10 say 10 Congressman 
Rangel, 'We're _rried about the draft being reinstated, be· 
cause I haw an I 8-ycar-old' And Rangel said, 'The draft bas 
already started. They're drafting reservists now. They're draft­
ing grandfathers.'" 
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Reinstating the dJaft is an interesting idea. If na­
tional leaders are able 10 downplay the risk and tell US r:ve­
rything is proceeding just swimmingly, could it be because 
their loved ones arm' picking sand out of their ears and 
dodging rocket-propelled grenades? 

The president's daughters are safe, just IWo Daddy 
was during the war of his era. (Bush and Vice Prelidcot 
Cheney both managed 10 avoid any wbiff of bdIe bKk in 
their day). And only a baodfUI of COIIgIaBiooa1 repmlellta­

tives have bad any lBmily member in bum', way in Iraq. 
Swe, it', a volunleeT army. But many who sign 

up do so becaUSC! they aren' exactly biased with myriad 
options. And soldiers servc under the 8S8lIIIIpIioD that they 
are DOt risking their livea on the basis ofbyped threab. 
goosed intelligetIU and hidden agenda 

Go 10 CNN.oom, Bright 1Ul!8ested, and look at 
the price of all that deception. 

I clicked a few times and there it was-the roll call 
of falleo soldiers. The list goes on and OD and on-644 
American soldiers killed in the first year of a bloody cam­
paign whose end is nowhere in sight. 

You hit the "Next· button again and again, and 
the soldiers keep marching 0010 your sc:noea. Pages and 
poges and pages of them. There', a small pholo of each, 
along with bome1own, age, and wbea and where they died. 

Some are smiling. Some sport a combat pose. 
Some look like kids. 

Among the dead. 120 were 22 or younger, and 
going through the 1isl, you spot a lot of l8-yeu:-olds. 

An additioaal3000 American soldiers have been 
injured in the war, many of them permaoently dioabled. 

&timate3 OD the IIUIIIbcr of Iraqi eivilJ.aos killed 
in the war nm well inlo the thousands. 

All Rurnsfield sald WlIS you have good molllClllS 
and less good. 

He didn~ say which there'd be mon: of. 
Not that I'm keeping track, but there's DO weapons 

of mass destruction, the deadly ethnic sparring was easily 
predictable, we'n: in trouble wbether "'" stay or 110, tho 
bracli-Palestinlau conllict is mon: combustibJe tbIID ever, 
and then:'s no telling how many new terrorists haVe been 
spawned. 

No, it isn' Vietnam. 1t'8 much mon: dangerous 
than that. 

But that', the eynical view. . 
The good news i8 that President Bush"" n:sting 

up at the evCl)1hing's OK Corml, and Condoleezza Rice 
assured the Sept. II commission that be.- boss · never 
pushed anybody 10 twist the filets· and cn:ate a 1iak bo­
tween Iraq and tho bijaclriJlg of American air1iacrs. 

Honest. 
US commanders are scrambling 10 dctcnninc 

whether they need mon: troops 10 quell the bloody upris­
ings, but that's prohably because they don't get the White 
House memo assuring everyone there's DO "major comhat" 
and nothing to worry about 

Quagmin:? What. quagmin:? 

0" THI HOOK 

An Anarchist Captive's Thoughts 
Regarding Prisoner Support 
(wrilleD on January 29, 1996) 

While livina in !be belly of the beast In a Oulag cage, I 
watch oatiooa1_lD11ViD1loward their inevitable coaclusion 
with govemmen1 agoeudu of oppmsion of the working class, our 
class, worldwide. In my daily existcoce, aa dismal as it Is, 
"inside" I witacIa 1ocmI8ed efforts of rigbt wing political ba/b 
groups 10 spread their sIcboina Ideological ~ ofracism. 
aexism, faocism, authorilarim 41OIIIDlIIDIsm. nay ima&inable 
form of bigotry, alIl11BQDer O(bIJc meaat.1o divide people, create 
warring fac1ioal, which can be COIIIIOlIed by the few for the 
benefit of!be few, throusboat!be Oulag syI1lcDL 0uIag officials 
look OD the right wing ba/b groupe' Gulag propaganda with m­
cruiting campaigns with &vorln awch the same way aa DII2is and 
lisscista .,.., protccllod by poUc. from dcaeIwd atIIIcb by outraged 
free citizens. The right wing bale groups reIXIgDiz.e the Gulag 
system as a fertile ground for m:ruitment of PriIoaen which will 
later pnwo beooficial as tboir DlDDben incTease at a fIIhR time . 
when it becomes feasible 10 filii their sick divisM: ideology inlo 
opeD practice. 

The moDS\en of the earth reIXIgDiz.e now, and have n:aI­
ized for decades, a potcnlial ~y in waiting" comprised of pris­
oners, thooe with .... lutely DOthing 10 lose and eve:rythIns 10 
gain by the deslructioD of capita1isml Ae<:ordingly, tight wing 
bate groups in most places __ the 0uJags with their poisoo-

ous literatun:,seeIr. out and DIIW> prisoaer coo1aCtI, and actively 
support prisoners deemed 10 ~ue to them or suitable for the pro­
likratioD of the politics of division. Through propagandizing and 
supporting these chosen prisoners, the ba/b groups cn:ate strong, 
loyal Gulag po~ bases which eventually aida their numbers in 
growing ouIlIide within the free comnnmity as the prisoners an: 
n:leesed of the groups an: given free world friood and lBmily coo­
tacts by the prisoners. The right wing bate groups actively recruit 
prisoners; prisoners actively recruit fellow prisoners with the 
seeds of tho politics ofba/b plaated in fatiIe ground largely ig­
nored by the left, particularly AnIIrchists. 

One is prompted 10 ask the logical question: what is the 
vast majority of the left doing 10 com~ the politics of bate's 
successfuJ elfurt at recruitment within, and from, the 0uIags? 
What are coUcctiva or!ndivldUal Anan:bista doing 10 aeutralize 
tbo poI.aIIial acc:epiaDco of the Iitciatin ofbale by PriIoaen 
starving for political kaoWIed&e and cduc8tioa, otaMng 10 realize 
the precise n:IIIOIiI wby'tbeyare wbenilhey are? What are most 
Anarcbists.doiag lo'provideacouatei- baIaacing effect by provid­
ing ADIIItbist.litcrature 10 alIowPrisoaml a choice between opo 
positepolarity political COIiDepIB,JIUO equality of people via An­
archism's "from the boItomJip"democnIcyor authoril8riao coo­
trol politics? Not much, nor acar\y cooughill being daDe 10 cur­
tail the spread of the poison ofhate. This ill cxtremDly sad bo­
cause u."." rest, 8M filllIIi, u."." procrUt!nate, as hesitation is 
practicedlaatead ofproduciMactivity, as apathy n:igns and 
compusioo ill abIem, tbomonste3of!be earth spread wide their 
tentacles and OfJIIIIIiDtlonally grow swiftly JIrooger. Through 
inaction, Anan:hisIlI paaiveiy buytbo 1I0vemmeat's propaganda 
that Prisonen an: nothing mon: than liabilities 10 "society,ft DOt 
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worth the air they breathol The fact is, the vast ma­
jority ofPrisoacrs are from the working clasa, our class! They 
an: the working class brothers, sisters, SODS, daugbten, fa­
thers, mothers, IIWlI8, WlCIes, graodparcnl3 and friendsl 
They' re from working class stock with 'worIriDgelass blood 
coursing through their veinsl Albeit, there are mons1eT5 in tho 
Gulags. social predators, but the vast majority of Prisoners are 
locked away from society for CCODOmicaily based crimes, in 
other wonts, worlriag class crimesl The only difference be­
tween these Prisoners and any peraoa within. the free commu­
nity is that they wen: put through capitaliam's judicial wringer 
and shaken out like fieshly washo:d laundry within the GuIap, 
when: they confront the n:a1, brutal face ofCapiialism witbout 
the masks it bides behind when dealing with the n:aI worldl 

I myself tried in vain fOl' over a decade "insideM 10 
make contact with liIcc-mindcd people em.bncing AnIIrcbist 
politics. I was delmDined 10 n:ac:h out and refused to give up, 
unJikc • lot of other Prisoners around me. I reaclled out at 
every opportunity, and continued 10 reach out when then: was 
no n:sponse, through many leUers requesting political litera­
tun:, AnIIrcbist books, etl;~ but above all, comradeship with 
other AnIIrchists. My IIII8I1SWCI'Cd letters began in the early 
seventies, continued throughout the eighties, and inlo the early 
nineties. Finally a fuceless clone of a guard at a Tennessee 
Gulag banded a first solidarity leUcr 10 me in 19921 Tba1let­
ter, and letters since, have been like a welcome breeze of fresh 
air blowing through a place where air, and live, stands fol'­
manti Tho mete fact a fellow Anarchist bothen:d 10 write 
brought tears 10 my eyes, eyes long convinced they'd ac:ver 
feel tcarfuI mol9lure againl I've worked bard !Iince that first 
communicatioD 10 break down the walla between us, you and 
I, 10 n:ac:h out. to show \bose who write that I'm not dilkn:nt 
except for my circumstances of being within the belly of the 
beastl 

During 25 10"8 years inside, I'vo _lied a sad occ­
nario play out many times. I've _lied 100 many times 
while Prisoocrs write 10 leftist, or radical, poHtical groups 
seeking li\enlluro about their !IJlCCific politica, Prisoners opeD 
up 10 learning. desiring 10 do their part some day, if not now, 
10 cn:atiOD opeD band of friendship. Their dorts 10 learo 
were ignored because those professing 10 allegedly be 
"fighting the systemM appeared 10 have bought !n1o the sys­
tem's prOpaaanda proclaiming Prisouea as "Uo-peopleM not 
worth the effort of botherin& withl It bas often puzzled me 
how those within a political Il10_ can struggle against a 
system yet seem wiI1iag 10 accept that same system's propa­
ganda as ~gospeIM. 19uon:d. these previously hopeful Prisoo­
ers turned in other directions 10 seek aaswo:rs 10 questions 
with bate groups n:pn:sented "inside" mon: than wiI1iag 10 
BC<:epl them to their ranks with open arms. Tho left bad ca­
pitulated, threw them away. without 8DY effort expended 
while the bate mongers gained In strength by providing litem­
lure, comradeship and support. Thoso the left thn:waway, it 
will likely be forced 10 fight some day. Theae Prioooers were 
lost by detiwlt with the right wing wiaaing easy, uncontested 
victories for the hearts, minds and future potential of these 
working cl .... Prisoners, 

I'm a captive Ioday. However. there', aD excellent 
clumce In thi3 em of oppn:ssionIrepression that you will bo­
come Iomorrow's Prisoner for any number of reasons or none 

Poe. I, 

I'm a captive today. However, then:'s au excellent zq 
chance in thi5 em of oppression/n:pression that you will be­
come Iomorrow's Prisoner for any number of reasons or none 
except who you are, what you are, an AnIIrchist! I hope Dot as 
I love you, my brothers and sister, far too much 10 wish you to 
experience what I have endured over my sixteen years in capi­
taIiam's steel and concn:te cages! Stay strong and keep strug_ 
gling for a better world, a bonIerless, narioo-Iess, egalitarian 
world, an Anarchist world I Protect YOlUSCives and other from 
the monsters of the earth and reach out with mutual aid to 
each otherl And JlCYcr throwaway through apalhy a potential 
you might someday miss wbea it is needed 10 save us all BIld 
make Anarchism a worldwide n:a1ityl They CaDDot get us all! 

Harold H. Thompson 93992 
Northwest Corn:ctional Complex 
960 State Route 212 
TIpIoDville, Tennessee 38079 

Prison Abolition Conference 
August 13-15,2004 

Let's network and build support for our incarcer­
ated brothers and sisters. We must abolish the 
death penalty and prisons altogether. 

Down witb locked down Amerikal 

Contact Anthony Rayson 
S. Chicago ABC Zine Distro 

(708)-534-1334 
POBox 721 

Homewood, IL 60430 
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Chattel Slavery by Jerome WhIle-Bey 

Then: are many people who "'" under the illusion 
that slavery was abolished in the United S1aIcs Ifter the 
Civil War, but unforlWUllely thai is DOt the case. The Thir­
teenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, Sec:­
tion 1 makes cbattcllegal, for it reads: "Neither ,lavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except as punishmoms for crime 
when:of the party .ball bave been duly convicted. sball 
exist withln the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.~ The effect of the 13th Amendment was not 
to aboli.h slavery but to limit it to those who have been 
convicted of a crime. Therein lays the great conspimcy to 
promote chattel slavery under the guise of the United 
StaleS Constitution. . 

The renewal of blatant slavery is very much at an 
all time high in this COlID.try. Many priSODCr.l confined in 
American guiag5wl to rea1ize that the judiciary system is 
a double-edged sword, for it abolisbed slavery in ODe in­
Slant, and in the next instant it supported slavery because 
it le&aIi7.ed it for all who bave been duly convicted for a 
crime, thus legally turning human being5 into slaves of the 
State. In reality, very little has cbangN since the Civil 
War except that the states are less booest 
about their .Iave bolding practices. . Tbe . 
SIIllC of Missouri law maodatA:a thai eKh 
prisoner confined under the Missouri Do­
parunent of Corm::tions shall _rIt If sIbe 
i. pbysically able, which is the case in . 
every state'. established guJag system. 
The 13th Amendment makes it appear thai 
when you are duly convicted of a crime 
and shipped off to the gu\ag5 to forced Ia- . 
bor, it is called rehabiJilJlljon; but uodeT the 
surtilce it is nothing more than chattel slav­
cryl 

There's a supply and demand for 
cbeap slave labor. When ODC arrives at the 
gul~g5 slbe finds him or hc:nelf working for private com­
parues. These are the same privaIe compmies that refused 
10 hire the very same people when they WWD in the fr<c 
world. How Ironic isthla? We.couldDOt.woiic for mM, 
Microsoft; AT&T, or Texas InsirumenI3 for wages in soci­
cty, but here in the can we are forccdlnto siaW·lIibor by 
the point of the whip-the 13th AmeUdmcIll. .. . 

The Missouri Prison LaborUnion docs ~t sup­
port slavery in any form, for ,lavery Is wrong.· However if 
we are forced into labor, then we ask that you psy us the' 
minimum wage. The $7.50 per month thai we are paid in 
the Missouri gulags is nothing close to the minimum wage. 

The Prison Industrial Complex proVIdes thla dial­
lel slavery for companies to profit directJy ftom.8lave la- . 
bor, because they don't have to pay wages, benefits; or 
provide medical carc for their workers; Tbe privatization 
and regimentation of prison labor is a irowinB reality, • 
reality. thai we can no longer overlook.. A lot of money is 
involved in the PIC and prlsollCl'!l are ~ poorly, 
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abused, harassed, raped, and munlered by prison officials. 
. We are ~ld \ba.l1S slaves It is illegal for us to organize 

1IDJ0ns or to _ with each oIher in groups for my re89On. 
Armed guards coatrol every aspect of our lives and if ODC speaks 
out against the system, slbebeoomes a marbd penoa, a trouble­
maker, and a penon to 1dIl. The MPLU worb with prisoners who 
arc politicall~ ~ andaclive. Tbe WIldt we do is dangerous, 
but .... do thi, WIthout fear for our lives or punisbmem because we 
have nothing to IoIC but OlD" chains. The people have been brain­
waobed into thinking that slavay has been abo1isbcd in the United 
States, but we know it hasn't America should be brought up on 
charges beron. the United Nalioos for Crimes Against Humanity, 
and the 13th Amcmdmentabonld be abolished &It.ogetbcr sa a vio­
lation of the lawustabllabod by the U.N. thataboli4hed slavery. 

~It I, the People who bave the Power, not the Power who 
has the Prop/e._because without US, there is no Powerl~ 

The Truth Must Be Told 
by Jerollle White-Bey 

The idea of solitary coafinemcnt _ in Philadelphia 
with the·American Society of Friends 
(Quabn) around the end of the 18th ceo-

. tury. Quak.en were opposed to the public 
'floggings and JwmIliations in1licted upon 
those convicted ofoffeDses aga\nIt the 
I:Ginmunlty. They also were opposed to the 

euc:ulion of those guilty of crimes. 
theY advo­

cated the aolitary confinement of those 
found guilty of crimes, In thla solitary con­
liDCment, the eondemned would be &I-
10Md only • bible. 11 was thought that the 

peraoa could reflect upon the 
. wrongs be.or abe had committed and in the 
procesa of doing aocould once spin ~ 

come good and produc:tM citizms. 
PrUons themselves were a response to the increasing 

inability of tomDIUIIities to exile those convicted of crimes; exile 
bad been the _ both of punishing the guiIty iodividnal and of 
ridding tho community ofhis or her preaeace. When Great Britain 
lost its North American coloDles, criminala were exiled to Austra­
lia whlcll was .. giant penal colony. Since Ibo". dsY3. the COD­

cepII of prison and of aoIItary confuacment in the United Stales 
have tWn many twists aad IUIDI, none of tbcm. for the beIIer. 

Tbe prison camp at the U. S. naval beae in Ouanmnamo 
Bay, Cube exemplifies the extremes of which the prison system is 
capable. Ouantanamo priIOIICI'S were originally confined in open 
air cells constructed of fencing. A full _urity priaon is preseutly 
being constructed to house them. Some of them bave already 
been moved to the new high ICCurity quarters; tho conditions w>­
der which they live are barbaric. The position of prisoners at 
Guantanamo Bay i, not dim:t1y comparable to \bat of prisoners 
in the United States, for those at Ouantanamo bave not been 
charged and are being held sa "enemy combatants," a term de­
vised to classify them in a way that excludes them ftom both na­
tional aad intcmationa1law. They are being held wilbout rights, 
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in a foreign land without access 10 their own governments, 
legal belp, or their own fiunilies. Many do DOt know where 
they are and DOne knows how long he may be beld. Indeed, 
they do not know if th!'Y will ever be tried or simply summa­
rily taken out and shot one fiDe morninll. They dare not 
dream of ever being released. 

The provisions of the United Stales Constillltion do 
not apply to them according to the present administration in 
Washington ~ they are not being held in the United 
Stales. The administration likewise denies that they are cov­
ered by international law; since they are DOl classified as 
prisoDClll of war the Geneva Convention does nol apply to 
them. Similarly, neither the Univena1 Declaration of Human 
Rights DOr the United Nations International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights applies to them. They are, there­
fore, in 8 sort of legal void ftom wbiclI there is apparently no 
exit save a the discretion of tho United Stales govemmelll. 

It should not be considered SInInge thai many pris­
oners confined in the United States are beainning to compare 
the conditions under which theY live to the cooditions in 
which tho Ouan1aoamo prisonen find themselves. All around 
the county prisoners and guards a1ike bave tagged admlnis­
trative segregation units with the derisive niclawne Guan­
tanamo Bay. The conditions ~ wbiclI priaonen Confined 
iA the United Stales live, IaI:king basic human rights, are 
much like tho ... of the prisonens at Ouantanamo Bay. 

There is a great fear among U. S. prisoners \bat If 
Washington can do this to "CIIIOIDY combatants" how long 
will it be berore theY do it to anyone they cboose to defiDe as 
without ri&hls at all? Isolation has dri~ many GuanIanamo 
prisoners 10 aI1cmpt suicide, some of which, I imagine,bave 
been successful. The same things has bappeucd to priaonen 
here in the United Stales. The cooditions under which the 
prisoners at Guantaoamo presently Uve may foretell what 
prisoners will soon fiIce in thla coUDtry: concentraJion camps. 

With the picture of Ouaotanamo IieIb in your mind, 
consider the honors to be found here in the seperale Depart­
ments ofComction establi4hed in eachjuriadidion. To­
gether theY are often referred to as the Prison Industrial 
Complex. Every prisoner confined anywhere within thla 
complex bas his or her own honiJic story to recounL 

This wriw is ODC auch prisoner. I am confined in 
the South Central Comctional Cc:nler, a Missouri sIBle 
prison located in Licking, Missouri. 

Within the prison I bave been IID.justly confined in 
adminisIraIive segregation. 

Tho ... ofus confined in adminiBtndive segregation 
unil8 ("ad-oeg" units or simply "the hole") here sa elsewhere 
are subjco:I to conditions simi1ar if DOt idenIicaI to those auf­
~.red in the Guantanamo prison camp. The single difference 
IS that we arc told we have civil rights and conatillltional pro­
~tiODS. If truth be told, UDIcss one bas 1DOIIe)', one has no 
nght3 at all, Ifl bad moocy, I would not be coofined here sa I 
am. prisoners in the United StaleS are belna confined ror 
years &lODC in tiny cells With minimal hmnan CODIacL 

We may be removed from our oeUa at any time for 
any reason. When this happc:os, we are 0RIcred to "culf up." 
Translated, this means that we must tum around facing the 
back of the cell, place our hands behind us so that theY reach 
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out the food port door where handcuffs are then placed on us . 
Once handcuffed, we are ordered to back out of the cell, 
whereupon I\W guards, one taking bold of eacb ann, lead us 
10 wbetever it is they are taking us. Then. since we are out of 
ow' ceUa, guanIa will enIer the cells, search them and In1Sb 
anything they find. They do this when we are out of our cells 
for any reason. 

We are allowed out 10 "dog kennel" cages for WI 

hour three times a week; we are allowed three !.en minute 
showers a week. There is no recreational equipment with 
which to work out in the cages: no weights, DO handballs, 
nothing at all. Each of us is issued a prison jumpsuit and a 
coat to wear while in the<log kennel, but nothing with which 
to cover our heads against the cold., the rain, or tho snow. 
Neither are we issucd gloves; the tennis shoes issued to us 
will not stand up to the rain or mow, Exclusive of the jump­
suit, the additional clothing 10 which WI: are entitled in our 
celJ.s consisls of a single pair of socks, a pair of undershorts, 
and a t-ahirt. In short, we are half naJced in our cells. The 
cells are very cold. 

We are DOt pennitted to order food from the prison 
canteen. Nor can .... waIclIlV, listen to radioo. Or have ed ... 
catiooal matcriaIs of any kind. Similarly, smoking is fomid­
den in.ad.-seg. units. 

Food ia uaed lIS a means of p'misbmcmt We are of­
ten denied food wbcDcver tho authorities .... so inclined. The 
food tnlys are often waterlogged and broken. We are not al­
lowed pepper, bUllt:r, fruit, or biscuita. These JeStriCtioDS are 
for "_wity" reasons. If we are not round staoding aI the cell 
door when the food tnlys arrive, the guards will pass the cell 
without leaving the food tnly. Complninl8 about DOt being 
served are mel with mace and sometimes beating5. 

Pri_ arc maced and beaten on a daily basis for 
any small thing or for nothing at all. 

Co1llimmf on.ext page 

Notice!. Notice! Notice! 

There is a Russian prisoner confined in a German 
prison who is _king to write a Russian prisoner who is con­
fiDed here in the Stales. If you know a prisoner who is frow 
Russia, coDblct him ror the hook up: 

Comrade Thomas Meyer-Fill 
Scbonbornstrabe 32 

76646 Bruchsel Getmany 

'We got to work with.,..,h other on both sides of the world." 
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Many prisoners confined in two penOo ad.~ ceDs bo­
come victim of assault and/or rape; the only way 10 escape 
this Is 10 tab: pert in whaI are tailed "gladiator" fights 
while guards stand outside tile cell door placiDg bets 011 

who the winner will be. PrillOoei:s are forced 10 fight eacb 
other just 10 be moved 10 another ceU. ADoIher common 
practice here occ:urs when a prisoner, fearing for blslifc, 
refuses 10 enter a ceU with another prisooer. The m:alcI­
trnnt prisoner is then handcuffed 10 an !roo bench for 24 
buurs. 

Here in the bole, "'" are a1Iowed ODe fOur minute 
telephone coil a month. provided that we have "been 
good." We are allowed two DO cootac1 visits per mooth. 
This means that we can visit with OlD' loved ooes for an 
hour n month, during whlcb time we C8DD0t even toucb 
their bands. At times oor mail is withheld forDO reMOD. 

These are 90me of the horrifYing conditions under whlcb 
we live here in the Missouri prison system's ad.-seg. units. 

Ad.-seg. units have become the homes of pris0n­
ers who are mentally challenged; over 80%0fprlsooers 
housed in Missouri ad.-seg. units are claasified u mentally 
iJlnnd are on some kiDd ofpsycbotropic medicatiOD. The 
mentally ill prisoner i. confined 10 • ceU for 24 bours • day 

. most days and 23 on others. It i9 obvious that his oonditiOD 
can only deteriorate. In addition, many prlsollCtll classified 
as normal when they enter ad.-seg. units find themselves 
mentally cballenged afterwards. 

Prisooers spend yean in cells measuring 8' by 1'1 
all day. every day. A great dcal of this time is speat either 
naked or half naked. Horr\fyiDg, yes, but it gels WOt"Se. 00 
Marcb 18. 2004, a prillOD nurse IUId two pri!oo guards ap­
proached the ceO door ofKtith Macon, 11182929. Keith is 
classified as mentally challenged IUId he bas been held in 
solitary confinement for seven years. The nurse ordered 
him to take some type of medication for which be had not 
asked, and when he refused !be nunes order. both the 
nurse and the guards "'lIked away. 

They retumed IaIer and covered the wiodows of 
all our cell doors with paper 10 JII'CY"IIlany ofus from wit­
nessing the beating they proceeded 10 give Keith. He was 
attacked by the guards and the nurse then injected him 
with a drug of some kind. Mr; Paul McPbeeten; Unit ~an­
nger of the ad.-seg. unit here at Licking, teU. US that either 
we take the medication or we will be fon:ibly medicated. It 
is some Iciod of experimental drug tIiey are trying to force 
upon us; they teU us the drug is for prisoners deemed 10 
have behavior problems. Such a definition covers every 
prisoner in ad.-seg. They refuse 10 teU us the name of this 
behavioral control drug. . 

Recently I was informed by Mr. McPheeters that 
I bave been assigned to ad.-seg. for the remainder of my 
prison sentence. This is the equivalent of a death seotence 
for roe; at the age of 48, it can be nothing else. (lndeed..at . 
any age it's a death sentencel) Eveiy prisoner confined to 

the ad.-scg. units throughout the nation has a story 10 teU 
about the borrifying conditions which he or she is forced 10 
wlliergo jusllo SIlly alive and 10 preserve his or her sanity. 
It is time to bring our struggles 10 the forefront by any 
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D1CIIlIS necessary. The priJoDen confined al Guaotaoamo Naval 
Base in Cuba and the prisonera confined here in tile United 
S!8leII .bare the same strupIes IUId the !I8IIICI enemies. 

In strupIe and solidarity, Jerome Whito-Bey 

(In a letlet' dated June 3, 2004, Jerome lDrormed the editors that 
he would bopefully be gcttiDg out ofthc bole soon.) 

Emancipation Without 
Emancipating 

review by EI-Ma1ik AmIID RA' Iuembetep Bey 

Abraham Lincoln .... aOt tile gRIll emancipator 
that people have a1\W)'s held himlo.be. As. people. we tend 
10 be fooled so easily into thioking IUId believing that this 
mao bad our best interests at heart. J.A. Rogers' pampblet 
"The Five Negro Presideota" lists him as being as ofmixed 
race; while this may or may not be Ime, his bisiory and writ­
ing show him 10 be an enemy 10 our race..1n "The Collected 
Works of Abraham LiDcoln" (edited by Roy P. Basler, 9. 
vols. 19S3"SS), Abraham Lincoln was cited as saying: 

I wUlsay lhen lhall am not, nor evu have bee" I" 
fowr of briflgtflg about I" OIl)' way 1M scc/a/ and pollllcal 
equailly of 1M "hlle and block races, that I am noI, TIM eva 
have bee" '''favoroj malIrrg YOlen orjuron ofNegroe$, 
rwr of qualifying lhem 10 hold off/", . ttor 10 11IIermarry wllh 
wh," people; and J wiD $llYin addItIo" 10 Ilris Ihall~ Is Q 

phy$ka! d/ffinnc. ,,"-""M whllll and black races "hleh 
I bel//1Vf! win fonwr forbid 1M hrO race$llvIng logelhe 0" 

. tenm of $oe/a! and political equa/lly. And inas1rnK:h /U they 
COMOI so IIw, whllelhey do remain logether IherlllmUl be 
tM poslt/o" 0/ superior and Inferior, and J /U much /U OIl)' 

olher man am in favor of havI"g superl« position as.</grred 
101M whl/ll race. 

What Liricoln did W85 10 fiec ,laves m Confedenw. 
held territory where he couIdo~ fnoe them and 10 leave them 
in slavery in Union-held territory where be could have freed 
theml ThaI is what I mean by elllllDCipatlOD without emanci­
pating. Thus, January lsi, 1863, was DOt.tho!llH:alJed Blacks' 
Emancipation Day. nor a DayofJubUcc for t!J;c. sIans, ex­
cept In certain mlIitary venues IUId Nortbem cmes far re­
moved from the hurt IUId bumiliatioo of Slave Row. In truth, 
there bas never been • day In the United Stales of America 
when all thO slaves could jom Mndurid say togdber, "Free 
at lastl" This is somctbiog IllK8lIed Whites (Europeans) in 
general, IUId too many so-called Blacks (AsIatIcs) in particu­
lar, just don't 9CeDl1o uodentand. There bas oover been a day 
of closure for the slaves or sltareboldeD- or the sons and 
daugbters of the. slaveslUld slavebolders. Hell! is the Jdcker: 
the real day ofdeUvmnce, December 18, 1865, tho day IUId 
date nobody remembers, tho day the Tbirtccotb AmcDdment 
was ratified, was so formal and was hedged about "?~ so . 
many levels oftt:cbnicality that it came and went, gIVIng life 
without giving notice. 

JIIUI • 'e.g. 1 - --- -- --Sl Louis, Norfolk. Bahimore IUId other cities celebrate a Yet. this raises another questionl What plan of re-
Janwuy 1st emancipation thai specifically excluded Mem- muoerative emancipation? Two months prior, Abraham Lin-
phis, New Orleans, IUId Norfolk IUId dido~ oven apply 10 the coin IlIIIIOUDCCd 10 the whole world thai be wa.. going io free 
border states of Keotucky, Missouri, Marylaud, and DeJa- the slaves of rebels with a stroke of the pen on January 1st. 
ware. To add 10 the confusion, millions have cmIIed aooual He dido~ say anything about Consress not letting him doWD. 
celebrations based on the idea that their ancestors were What are we 10 uodcrstaod by this? We are 10 understand, 
"freed" on Janwuy lsi, 1863, but......., DOt iofurmed IIDtii among other things, that words, especially Lincoln's words, 
months later by geoerals IUId officials. are deceiving IUId thai Uncoln announced his first plan as a 

If pressed, all or almost all scbolars will concede mask 10 cover his real plan and his real eod. What's the real 
that the Proclamation dido~' fnoe the slaves on Janwuy I st, end? The Proclamation wa.. not the end designed by him, bUI 
1863, but this information i. disseminatM, if It is dissemi- only the _am 10 the end, the end being the depol1Btion of 
oated at all, in fuotootes or asides, and there is a tendency, the slaves and the payment for them to their ma.'lters at least 
even among the best scbolars, 10 defend or even praise the to tho9C who were loyal. There Is corroboration on this point 
Proclamation thai dido~ fnoe anybody. This was not an over- from, of all people, Abraham Lincoln, who asked Congress 
sigbt or an accident. This act required art, forethought, and in his second State of the Union message 10 approve not the 
design 10 draft a do<:ument thai freed everybody when in fact EDWlCipation Prociamatioo but an entirely diffurcnt plan, th. 
it freed nobody I ADd if It is called an accident, bow would real plan be bad confided 10 Judge Davis, a plan that conlm-
one explain the same accident happening twice? For when dieted the Proclamation and coiled for, among other things, 
Lincoln'warned rebels in September thai he would sign an the tkportallon-his word-ofBlacb and the racial cleansing 
emancipation in one Inmdred days if they dido~ lay down of the United Stales of America (CW). 
their arms, be carefully IUId pm:isely said that he would fnoe There he was, enclosed in a racial prison of his own 
all slaves within any state. or tkslgnaled parI of a state" in making, trying to escape the inescapable, saying words-
rebellion. (Cw=Conocted Works). Lincoln staled 10 his cabi- . "We C8IIJIOt eacape history" -that would disho/lOr him and 
net unambiguously thai he intended 10 fnoe "all. peIlIODS beld all who afterward endorsed the words without denouncing 
as slaves within any state" in rebellion;tbis was on July tho proposal. 
22nd, 1862. This means that he docided betMcn July 22nd So, In reality, on Janwuy 1st, 1863, Abraham Un-
and September 220d 10 playa little game. It - .that be coin re-eoslaved audlor coodemned 10 extended slavery more 
knew in September whaI be ioIeodedlo do in Janwuy. II so-called B1acka than be ever freed. In "The Diary of Orville 
means that be was planning in September 10 bop ill slavery Hickman Browning" (edited by T.C. Pease and J.G. RJwdaIJ. 
the slaves he promised 10 free In January. . . Vol. I Springfield, 1925), it records thai in the spring of 

A growing amount of evideDI:e suggats that Lin- 1862 when Lincolzisat 011 the District of Columbia emanci-
coin's Proclamation was a tactica1 move desigoedDOt 10 pation bill for ty,o Dights,he did so because be had promised 
emancipate the slaves but 10 keep UJDany as poeaibla In an old K.eDbicky' ftIeod· that be wouIdo~ sign the bill until tho 
slavery until be could mobi1im IIIJIPOrtfor his COJI9CtVIIIive friend could 1_lown with two of his slaves. Lincoln wrote 
plan 10 fnoe Asiatics gradually and 10 lbip them out of the . that be regretted that·the DIStrict of Colwnbia slaves had 
country. WhaI Lincoln was trying 10 do was 10 outmaneuver been fnoed JIt ooce, that "It should have been for gmdual 
the real emancipators IUId to cootaiD the·elll8Dl:ipalioo tide, emauclpatioo," lUId'that "DOW &mllies would at once be de-
whicb bad reached sucb a dangerous intensity that it threat- prived of cooks, stable boys ole and they of their protector 
ened bls ability 10 govern IUId 10 run the war macbioery. This without any provision for them". 
is DO mere theory: there Is indisputable evidence on this point Historians like 10 talk about bow Lincoln said dur-
in docwneots and in the testimony of reliable wi1Desaes, in- ing his presidency that he never wiUingly put a thorn in any 
eluding Lincoln blmscIf. The most telling testimony. comes mao's bosom. The truth is, be never stopped putting thorns in 
not from twentieth-<:eotury critics but from cronies and COlI- the bosomi of so-called Blacks (whal we /lOW call African-
lidantes who visited the WhiteHolQe and beard. the words AmeiiC8111 or Native Americans). Historiaos paint this pic-
from Lincoln's mouth. Thereis, .fo(~lo, tho testimony lure of bow. Lincoln suffenod during the way, absorbing 
of Judge David Davis, a Lincoln Crony. who visited the White every bayonetthrusl and bleeding the blood of the so-called 
House in 1862, some two mootliaatUt·LInI:oIn signed the Whlte (European)80ldiers in blue and gray. There is no evi-
Preliminary Proclamatioo, andfOUDd him working fcvariahly · deuce thaI.be gave more than. passing thougbt to the ordeal 
10 subvert his announced plan in.&vor ofbis",a! plan. What ofthelKH:8lJed B1acka (Asiatics) in blue. not to mention the 
was Lincoln's real plan? It was the onIyemaoclpatioa plan be . slaves coodeumed 10 slavery and death by orders he L<sucd 
ever bad: gradual emaocipatioo, tbCslo'MOrlbe ~,witb IUId d1do~ lSSIie. 
compensation 10 slave owners 'lUId Ibe iIepor1atioo oflbe Harriat Tubaum said that American slavery W3.'I 

emancipated. His "whole soul: Dil'!ia said, "Is abIIorbed in " . "the Dexuhing tObeU", and slavebolderTbomas Jefferson 
his plan ofremUDCllllive emancipation, and betbiokstbat If ' .. . . said 00 OlIO ofhis gqocidaysthat one bolD' of American slav-
Congress don~ fail him, thai thejlroblcm:is solved._· Thi. . . ery wu"FraugbI with 'more misery than ages ofthnt" which 
iofurmation CU be found in the Davis Papcn, November' the EUropean Americu colonists "rose in rebellion to o~ 
26th. 1862, Dlinois State Historical Library. It's actually posc~ : 
coiled "David B. Davis to Leonard Swett, Davis Papers". How can anyone defend, mucb less praise, a "great 
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I emancipator" who regretted the emancipation of a people from that beU because it would, IIDlODg other things, deprive Southern 
European families of domestic servants "and they of their protecton"? And how can anyone filii to _that the same insensitiv­
ity chantcterized the mao who said in the coldly pbmsed Proclamation that tho areas in whicb IlIOn: than five hUlldred thousand 
slaves lived "1ll'!I, for the present, left precisely aa if this Proclamation wen> ootlaued". Precisely. 

Lincoln !mew what be was doing. Not only tIw. be told everybody what be was doing. and everybody, or almost every­
body. has refused to read and IUIdemaod the words be WIote to describe what be was doing. In both tho Preliminary Proclama­
tion, and in a quotation in the final Proclamation, Lincoln said in the _that tho sJavcs·io desi~ areas would be free 
and that the govemment would do ootbing to repress them "in any e/forts they may IDIIkD fur their actual u-Iom. • How aboUl 
thaI: "for their actual freedom". 

ACIlla/: this i. the word that gives the game away. Lincoln said be was giving the o1aveo freedoDl, and that the govern­
ment would DOt repress them if they decided to nm BWIIy and acllMllJy free tbemoclves. 

These are excerpto. .. more is forthcoming. but fur a full reading, see IIIIIhor Lerooe Bennett, Jr.'5 "Forced Into Glory: 
Abraham Lincoln's White Dream". 

Questions can be addressed to: 
Brother Lenard Bradford-Bey, #131806 
AJger Maximum Correctional FIICility 
P.O. Box 600 

Munising. Michigan 49862 

Mum/Q Abu-JamoJ 
graphic by Eric D'OOK£' 




