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*M^m Window on Oppression
Recently Steven Whitman (a lecturer at Northwestern University) wrote a column in the

Chicago Tribune titled, "The crime of black imprisonment." The following facts noted by Whit
manare a stark exposure of the oppression of Black people inthe U.S., especially in termsof
racism in the courts and prisons.

• Imprisonment rates are measured as the number of inmates per 100,000 people in the
population. By mid-1986 more than a half-million people were in state and federal prisons. This. .
overall prison rate isabout twice as high as it had ever been before 1972. • ,

• In 1983 (the last year for which racial data are available), the imprisonment rate was 713 for •
Black people compared to 114 for whites. This means that a Black person issix times more like-,
ly togo toprison than a white person. In Illinois, a Black person is ten times more likely to go to

Pr'.S In terms of international imprisonment rates: According to the latest available cornparative
data (from 1980), white people in the U.S. go to prison at a rate: similarto that for motWeste
Europeans. Meanwhile, Blacks in the U.S. go to prison more often than blacks in South Africa!

"In fact, the U.S.'s Black imprisonment rate is the highest inthe world. ,

prisoV.9n7»
n°:SlS«olBS men in ,he U.S. who have been in prison is about 3miHion,
roughly the populationof Chicago.

Whitman notes that such adramatic rise in the imprisonment of Blacksct^f|n^^^
to the naease in the crime rate. William Nagel, awell-known criminologist, found no relation-
sho between the crime rate (or violent crime rate) and the imprisonment rate and no re at on-
sh obe ween he crime rate or the violent crime rate) and the proportion o black people ma
state BTwhitman points out, "Nagel discovered avery strong relationship between the im-
^nm^nmteTd^e proportion o°f Black people. In ^^^^f^18011.!" !*
rreasina numbers because they are black, not because of a rise in thecrime rate. . ,v^itmanTays "U is no coincidence that the rise in black imprisonment accompan^sthejW
of the Zn and" the Nazis, attacks on black people in Howard Beach.Q^^^^f
ty, Ga. and in Marquette Park, Uptown and other areas of 9^^^^^^SmS«P
window tosociety, what does this look at the prison system tell us? Most important, we are con
Tnled with the undeniable reality that this society, built on ISS^SSSSS^JmS^is staying its course. The system of white supremacy has not been diminished but is in tact in ^
tensifying.".
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