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LOCKDOWN
Thelatest"inhouse"atrocitybytheprison

authoritiesattheU.S.PenitentiaryinMarion,
111.,hasbeentherecentbanningofThe
Marionette,anewsletterwrittenandeditedby
prisonersandpublishedbytheMarionPrison
ersTaskForce.

PrisonersatMarionhavebeenlockeddown
intheircellssinceOctober1983.Inadditionto
beinglockedinthecells23hoursaday,pris
onershavebeenbeaten,subjectedtofinger
probesoftherectum,deniedaccesstolegal

materialsanddeniedcontactfamilyvisitsfor22
months.Thecourtsarcconsideringalawsuit
challengingthelegalityofthelockdown,and
congressionalhearingshavebeenheldregard-

/ingtheconditionsandabuseattheprison.
Thenewsletter,datedJune1985,wafcre

jectedbyWardenJerryWillifordbecauseit
"posesathreattothesecurityandorderlyop
eration"oftheprison.DavidBakerofthe
prisonerstaskforcetoldtheGuardianthatthe
administrationwasparticularlyupsetbecause
ofthenewsletter'sillustrationswhich"pro
videalittlecomicrelieftotheprisonersatthe
expenseoftheadministration."

Apparentlyfourofthefivecopiessentinto
theprisonbythetaskforcegotthroughtothe
prisoners;buteditorBillDunnewastoldhis
copywasbeingwithheldandTheMarionette
wasbeingbannedbecauseofitscontent.

"Thenewslettercertainlyhasthepotential
forpullingprisonerstogether,"saidBaker,
''but,accordingtomorethanoneprisoner,the
guardswerereallyangryaboutthecartoons."

DunneexplainedthatthenameMarionette
waschosenbecauseitcorrespondedwith"the
characterandperniciouseffectsofthepuppet
masters'unprincipledmistreatment"ofthe
prisoners."Theauthorityandwealthofana
tionofpeoplewhoadvocateandsupport
humanrightsarehereusedtoviolatethem,
thusdraggingthenameofitscitizensthrough
filth."6

LastmonthMagistrateKennethMyersis
sueda130-pagememo,afterholdingahear

ingontheconditionsattheprison.Thememo
condonedthelockdownbecause"Marion
housesthemostviciousprisonersintheU.S.
penalsystem."Myers'sfindings,whichwili
includerecommendationstothedistrictcourt,
willbestronglyopposedbylawyersrepresent
ingtheprisoners,saysJanSuslerofThe
People'sLawOfficeinChicago.

InJuneasubcommitteeoftheHouse
JudiciaryCommitteehelditssecondhearingon
Marion,followinganinvestigationofthe
prisonbytwoconsultantsappointedbythe
subcommittee.

Oneoftheconsultants,DavidWard,
likenedtheprisonersto"terrorists,"Susler
toldtheGuardian,"thetypeofpeoplewho
wouldnothesitatetotakehostages."Despite
this,Ward'stestimonyandhiswrittenreport
maintainedthelockdownshouldbeended.

"Unfortunatelynothingconcretecameout
ofthecongressionalhearing,"saysSusler.
"ButtheBureauofPrisonsisobviouslydis
gruntledbecausesubcommitteechairman
RobertKastenmeier(D-Wis.)hassaidthe
panelwillcontinuetomonitorthesituation."

Whatwasincredibleaboutthehearing,said
Baker,wasthepanel'srefusaltoheartes
timonybyaformerMarionprisonguard
DavidHale,whowaswillingtoconfirmthe
beatingsandongoingabuseattheprison.

AforumisbeingplannedinChicagoOct.
27,tocommemoratethesecondanniversaryof
thelockdown,saidSusler.


