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State’s worst criminals
would be at Super Max

By Ed Bierschenk
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

CHICAGO — More than two dozer lilinois
communties have lined up for the honor of host-
ing some of the state’s worst crimtnais.

From Grundy to Unica counties. readers are
vving for the opportunity to be the site for the
310-bed maximum secunty prison known as Su-
per Max. The prison. designed to house tnmates
deemed troublemakers at their current wstitu-
tions, 1s part of a series of prison reiorms that
Gov. Jim Edgar announced at a press conference
in Chicago Wednesday.

The reforms were proposed by zn Edgar-ap-

pointed task force on cnme and corrections.

In addition to announcing a tumetable for the
pnison, expected 1o be tn operation in 1996, Ed-
gar also signed a Senate Bill 956. The bill allows
judges to send more inmates to boot camps, per-
mits the Department of Corrections to place
more mmates on electronic detention as they
conclude their sentence and atlows pnisoners who
paruicipate tn educational. drug treatment or cer-
1ain job programs to earn tume off their sentence.

Edgar said the legislauon will keep people off
the street who are dangerous and prepare other
nmates for returmng to society.

Edgar said the legislation will deal with over-
crowding while saving taxpayers millions of dol-
lars. It costs the state $16,000 annually to house
one inmate in traditional prison compared to
$2,640 for electronic detention. Edgar said $100
milkion will be saved over the next four years.

fn addition, the governor said three new 224-

p for proposed new prison-

cell housing units will be added to medium secun-
ty. prisons at Mt. Sterling, Canton and Sheridan.

The cells will house 1,344 inmates and are ex-
pected to cost $6 million each to construct. Each
will create 50 coastruction jobs and 2dd 18 prison
staffers, Edgar sdid,

Construction of the $60 million Super Max is
expected Lo begin in 1994. Interested communi-
ties have until Sept. 13 1o apply to the state, Re-
gonal meetings will be scheduled in early Octo-
ber for local presentations and public bearings
will be slated for finalist communites. A recom-
mendation is to be made to Edgar by October.

The prison will house inmates who attack pris-
on staff and other inmates as well as those who
cause such atizcks, sad state officials. Inmates
assigned to Super Max will have limited time out
of cells and few privileges. They will be able to
work their way out of the prison over a period of

ume based on conduct and rules-compliaace,: " -
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Canton will try to lure
‘super-max’ prison

~ Mayor says city
'eeds 10 be ‘on ground
.oor' if facility gets
2gislative go-ghead

wate) .., but practios
mmum’?‘mmt

No shortage of sites for ‘super max’ prison

Jobs-starved towns lining up
even !‘)Eforc project approved
f{o=¥=
—; Lacr By Matt Kraseowshi
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

SPRINGFIELD — Commuutes 7> acToss
the stzte are knung up 10 seTve 23 NOK 10 prison
inmates who are called the “worst &t e worsl.

Gov. Jim Edgar on Mondav ci:zaily an-
aounced s full support of the $60 =_oa. 500~
nmate “'super secuny y

saymg 1t wall help tmprove safetv tor zason offi-
cers. Both crambers of the Leguarzre aave en-
aorsed the prooosal. but no lefsanon authonz-
ing the facuity » CORIUUCUON has Dees Sassed.
The faalitv 13 mtended 1o serve a3 2 ceteation

center for mmates who 3ttack pnsoc A mem-

oers 2ad wfluence violence wtun 1o¢ prisons.
liwnows Deparument of Correcuoas Duwector
Howard A. Peters saxd his department nas re-
seved INGnes Lrom severz! Communues 2CT0sS
the state wmterested t the pnsco asa the 300

1003 1% could bring. It could be compieted by De-
cember 1995.

Peters has had wwquznes trom the Benton-Area
Chamber of Commerce and officiais m Jackson.
Saime. Umon and Crawterd counties in southern

filmars and Knoz and Fulton counuies m west cen-
tral linois. a spokesman saud.

Peters said commurnuty support as well as
transportauon concerns witl be taken wnto ac-
count 1n consdenng the faclity.

Edgar said the siung process wll not begxn
unul the pacage passes the Lequaitiure.

While the American Federauon of State,
County and M | Employ Cer!
and Edxer's own sk force on prison tssues rec-
ommesaed construction of the facwity. the gover-
nor was reluctant to agree to the plan becuse of
tne $60 mulbon prce ug.

After a recent meeung with prison officers
Edgar s3xd be was convinced of the need for the
super max nol oniv 10 house cangerous inmates
but 2is0 to allow the rest of the system to func-
on normaily.

He said the Legslature must consxter other
pnion reforms he 3 reconmending alosg with
the super-max propossl.

House Speaker Michae! J. Madigzn has held
up those propusals, whuch include expanding the
naumoer of tumates ekpble for home detenton,
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for ‘super max’ prison
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Decatur
must pursue
‘super-max’

DeceTuris 735

GIVEN THIS region's need for jobs
and other forms of economic
development, there’s a need to go after
whatever ts avauable. So let's go after a
prisen being tatked about by the state of
lllincis. Or an air reserve umt bewg re-
located from O’Hare Airport.

Decatur now seems bent on pursuing
these opportunities vigerously. Scme
wondered early on whether having a
prison might discourage other forms of
industrial development. Face facts —
300 jobs are 300 jobs we don't have nght
now. Building the prison will create Jobs
for the trades.

Decatur had a bad experience a few
vears ago when a relatively iew people
eventually killed Decatur’s bid for the
prison that eventuaily went to Taylor-
ville. Ridiculous rumors and claims
were offered as gospe!l truth. Falsehoods
were spread about the ease with which
ALDS woutd spread into the community.
Fears were stirred about danger (rom
escapes or the discharge of weapons.

Let’s learn from that experience. Be
prepared to counter baseless rumors.
Taylorville's experience has generally
been positive. So has Hillsboro's. Es-
capes will occur from time to time, but
aren't an everyday happening.

Other communities will be biddirng for
the priscn — same {or the reserve unit.
Mayer Richard M. Daley deci
used by the awr unit at O'Hare can
used more profitably by other types
ventures. Fine. Let's soe if we can't
* When sich oppe

When su opportuzities becc
available, there should be no resl
tion about whether Decanzr will go
them. In her first campaign for the
nois Senate, Penny L. Severns
man issues were threefold —

jobs, jobs.
That hasn't changed.
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~Many

owns'vying for super-max"”

prison despite safety concerns

Uy the Assoclaled Presy

SPRINGFIELD — Communi-
.. lics wracked by plant closings and

. ~layolTs arc lining up lo snarc the

stalc’s new $60 million supcr-maxi-
mum prison and the hundreds of
jobs that will come with il.
OfMficials in al lcast 26 Illinois
* countics and towns say they arc in-
terested in getting the 500-bed pris-
on, although somc residenls in
thosc communitics are worricd hav-

" ing the state’s most violent and dis-

ruptive criminals ncarby could be

dangcrous.

. *There certainly might'be some
concern aboul thosc aspects,” said
Al Smith, 'president” of the Gales-
burg Chamber of Commerce, which
.has cxpressed an interest in luring .
“the prison, “Some of them may-be

well-founded.”

To address thosc concerns, his
.officc is rescarching whelher the -
“town's crimc ratc rosc after the
“opening of (he nearby Henry C. Hill
Correclional Cenler.

-~ Others arc making appcals to
‘common Scnse.

“They arc in prison all the lime.-

They don'l It them out Lo wander

" .thc city,’ said Streator Mayor Rich-

ard “Moosc™ Conncr, whosc lown
sufTcred afler a'glass-manufacturing
plant closcd and took 490 jobs and a
"$13 million payroll. _
" Flora Mayor Joctta Shrum uscd a
similar tack when that communily
bid — and lailed to get — a federal
prison in 1987. B

“A lot ol people were alraid what
would happen if some prisoncrs ¢s-
caped,” she said. “I just told them
that if some did, the [irst thing they
would do is try to get as far away
from Flora as possible.”

The supcr-maximum prison
would cmploy 300 people and have
1 $15 million annual budget. Aboul
250 construction jobs also arc cx-

. pected. Gov. Jim Edgar on Wedncs-

day signed into law a package of
prison rcforms Lhal paves the way

for its construction over lwo ycars. |

»] wrotc a letter the minute they

announced it,” said Conner, of
Strealor. g ' g e
_ “Anything that would create -
jobs, we're interested in,"7said
Rushville Mayer Dcnnis Yates.
Canlon has found that crime can

pay. The state's decision to'build a - |

medium-sccurily prison there'in
1986 was a'major shot'in thcarmito *
the communily, which was wracked ,
by the closing of its major cmployer,
International Harvesler.: 5
" “We¢'ve had a very good cxperi- !
cnce with the Illinois River.Correc-';
tional Cenler,” said- Canton cco- -
_nomic development director Chris .
Specars, who also.wanls the super-.,

" max prison in his lown. "IUs been a

very big boost to . our cconomy.” .
The Corrections Department s

‘in the carly-stages of drawing’up .-
~spccifications for the prison site.

Communitics that express an inter-
cst will be sent a form to fill oul to -
sce if they’re qualificd for consider-. -
ation. I T
They must apply by Scpt. 15,
with regional hearings to follow and

 a recommendation to the governor -« 4%
. scheduled for mid-October,

Dcmographic dala, including-an

- arca's uncmployment rale and con-
~ cenlration of stalc workers, ‘land, .
utilitics and a sound transportation- " |

systeni will be taken inlo account,
said ‘Correclions spokesman Nic
Howell. ‘ R
Corrcetions Dircctor Howard Pe-
ters has said he wants to usc inmaltcs
from other facilitics as part of.the
super-max work force, as-ground-
skcepers, calcteria workers and la-
borers, so there has been carly spee-. -
ulation that downstalc arcas near.’ -

-cxisting prisons, . like: Canton and
- Galesburg,. will be favored.’ ;

Somec communilics alrcady have
parccls of land identificd that they
will tout for thc supecr-max silc.
Specars said Canton may cxplore
sites that it planncd to usc in a'bid
for the federal prison, which ‘ulti-

‘mately went. to Pekin.

Applicants also may offer.free.
land and utilitics to thc statc as’ - §
incentives.” . 7 A T
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z0 Bar Association has been canczled due to a
an that has been called 1o address the Chicaco

Judiciary Commitiee hearing scheduled for [lan/O s C(}mmun/l,tl,es g
- maximum-security prison site

rescheduled as soon as possible, according 10

ssenme Jzhi . SPRINGFIELD (AP) — More  intotlhe contestiorike project. Q- Tac C-'
.n recarding (he hearing. contact Jancy Jerome, , than 20 communities across the  cials in Pontiac 2nd Dixon decided saitin 19
‘mmental Affairs, at (312) 554-2060. ! stete zre fighting for a chznce 10 Jzst week to apply for the prison: a Judge Od
hast 200 of lliinois’ most violent  Rockford-area coalition of business appeals o
! and dangerous prison inmaies in 3 lezders is offering three sites for the The Chict
rt + super-maximum securily prisen. depariment 1o consider, 11, 1992)
sued Aldi Inc., accusing the grocery store chain Thz payofi? About 300 perma- “We in Pontiac know better than “You'r
in the firing of two women who worked in nent jobs and an znnual budget of  most communities in the state the and there
: S15 million. pluses and minuses of having & pris- those two
sed in the Chicago suburb of Batavia, did not “Itcreates a large number of rela-  on in the community,” Mavor Mike Thougl
Wednesday seeking reaction 1o the complaint. tively high-paving jobs that are sta-  Ingles said. “We can always change commitie
‘mployment Opporiunity Commission charged ble,” said Rockford Community  our minds Jater. All we're saying will prob:
=nd Knistin Callies ware fired in May 169] for Development Director Diane Vo-  now is that we want 10 be consid- memﬂbers
:tsupposedly violated store policy, 2lthough the neida. “On the other hand, its a  ered.” . T'he.bornn
: employees was tolerated. maximum-securily prison. Ji's a Other communities that have ap- Nevembe
iled Wednesday in U.S. District Court in very, very diflicult neighbor to situ-  plied for the prison range from La- elections.
ate for residential areas.” wrenceville in the southeastern pan
The Department of Corrections  of the state to Kewanee in the norih- DuPagE
closed the application process for  west, officials have said. 2150 0n
_ ) ) the S60 million project Wednesday, Not evervcne supports the idea DL‘]P', ct
will be held Friday for Richard F. Babcock, a but would not immediately say how  of the super-maximum security wav ig N
ties for 25 vears who died Monday. He was 76, many communities had applied.  prison. At least one human rights ! éaxl é?ﬂ
zed authority on land use and zoning law, Mr. Department spokesman Nic Howell  oreanizations condemns them as in- th .
of the Noritheastern [Mlinois Planning Commis- said hewould provide alist of appli- humane. And state Rep, E.J. ‘Ell'h-eass
merican Planning Association, chairman of the cants’ nzmes Jate today, but said *Zeke™ Giorgi, D-Rockford, ac- onven fc
0 on the Clean Air Act and a member of the reporters would not be able to loock  knowledged that some residents in glalus be
tion Advisory Commission on the Clean Air at the applications. his area had strongly opposed past cereen a
. ) ) . Corrections officials plan to hold  proposals to build a prison there. DCBA FI,JTE
or litigated zoning ordinances for Chicago and regional meetings at the end of the “The guys supposed to be housed candidate
:5. He was a pariner at Ross & Hardies from month with applicants in southern,  there are the real bad guys. That “réct:lmrn(
) ¢entrel and northern linois before  means if somecne escapes, the Gme” — 2
pa graduate of Dartmouth College, h_c received selecling a site, Howell said. A rec-  whole comrnumty is on pins and Jud'c'al(;
d MBA from the University of Chicago. - |- - ommendation to Gov. Jim Edgaris  ncedles until the'guy is caught : C;itl]ﬁ‘ s
ice will be held at 2 p.m. Friday at the due by mid-October. . Giorgi said . 3, o o iR ] 3 l'nr?
an Church, 221 Dean St., Woodstock. Memori- Rockford, Pontiac and Divon are o . . guideline:
>quested i lieu of flowers. -among three of the latest entries
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