a collection of statements by priscners at marion




The short time that I've been in USP-Marion has afforded
me the opportunity to appreciate the fact that in order for
us to understand this institution's reality and its reason
for being we have to see it not as an isolated entity but as
one that is inter-related and intertwined to the overall
structure and its socio-economic, political conditions.

If we look at some of the particular moments of USP-Marion
we can begin to see the relationship that was stated above.
First, let's consider the economic moment. Marion is sit-
uated in an area where the mining industry is the primarv e-
egonomi¢c activity. Due to the depression that this branch of
industry has suffered, the prison has become a viable source
of employment for unemployed miners. So Marion is not just an
incarcerating institution, but also a very important economic
one as well. Consequently, the relationship between the prison
and the structure is linked more solidly and closely because
of - the economic crisis in the area and the institution becoming

presenting itself as a possible alternative to ameliorate the
problem.

Although employment in Marion may not be as significant
and rewarding as a job in the mining industry it would be
ludicrous to think that unemployed workers would reject employment
even if it is the most dehumanizing one. When it comes to putting bread
on the family's table, a worker would.'do just about anything to
earn a living, even if it means spending the day looking at pris-
oners' rectums and genitals and walking around with a club.

The second moment is the climate or mood prevailing in
Marion. It could be argued that what is happening is just an
exercise of revenge and punishment or the venting of frustration
on the part of the institution and the guards. But such an
argument would only obviate the fact that the measures under-
taken by the institution are permanent and that the mood or
climate correspond, to internal pressures:as well as to exter-
nal ones. Therefore this climate is not a fleeting or is-
olated expression that is going to end one of these days.

If it was not linked to the mood that the government has
been generating - one that is characterized by hysteria, fear
and intolerance - the external community would object and
struggle against the abominable situation in Marion. There
would be some public denunciation and pressure to change the
prevailing plight in USP Marion, .

It's important for us to realize that not since the McCarthy
era has there been such a mood in this society, and nowhere is
it more blatant and clear than in Marion. The hysteria, the
fear and the intolerance are so entrenched that the minutest
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move on the part of a prisoner will send guards running for
cover or reacting in the most violent form. But this situation
could not prevail if Marion could not feed itself from the
temperament that the government has created.

The third moment, and probably the most important one to
be considered is that Marion is a social experiment with the
potential to become a final solution. To have a prison under
a permanent lockdown, to deny prisoners access to some basic
form of self-realization, to promote the highest level of
alienation not only to be suffered by prisoners but by guards
as well, and to create an environment where the highest forms
of dehumanization are experienced, are the ingredients that
make Marion the social experiment par excellence that could
be implemented as a final solution.

The decision for such an experiment comes from Washington
and is in harmony with the goals and objectives of the govern-
ment, espcially the one to foment a strategy to deal with po-
litical dissent. Thus, we can anticipate that more political
prisoners are going to end up in Marion where the government
can isolate and burythem. Since prisoners are a minority with-
out any support or power, the experiment that has been con-
ducted since 1983 has gone unchallenged. And the scientific
data accumulated thus far is capital in the hands of the U.S.
government. Unfortunately no movement to counter this de-
testable human experiment has been organized.

"Can such a human experiment be stopped?" is a guestion
that needs to be answered. Only if a strong movement is or-
ganized that can fight Washington and the Bureau of Prisons
and that can draw support from those who are.directly affected
as well as society at large. Within Marion very little can be
done since prisoners are isolated from each other and live in
an environment where they are more apt to fight among themselves
than with the enemy. So any attempt to struggle against USP-
Marion must rest within those forces that are progressive and
committed enough to want to tackle this issue.

Oscar Lopez
Puerto Rican Prisoner of War
October 1986



Greetings:

Comrades, friends, and supporters. Marion is the colonial
prison in southern Illinois, whose operations are morally corrupt
and an outrage. The imperialists have sanctioned the repressive,
restrictive measures implemented, through endorsements from
the executive branch, congress, and the judicial system. No
objective criteria exist after induction into Marion for possible
release from this prison.

What's alarming now is that if the oppressive procedures are
not abated, the "criminalization" program of the government will
introduce more politicals into these conditions.

Over the past decade the "Special Investigative 'Services"
(SIS) branch of the givernment has attacked consistently national
liberation movements in the occupied states of New Afrika, Puerto
Rico, and Tribal Homelands of Native Americans, among others.

Lawyers, families, and friends have been supposedly connected
to outlandish conspiracies. These conspiracies are more sophis-
ticated than Cointelpro operations. Utilizing informants/agents
provocateurs to create tangible and intangible acts, to gather
movement members together to encircle 2nd attack through the
colonial "justice" system.

Mass organization around Marion, Alderson, Lexington, Metro-
politan Correctional Centers, and colonial state prisons, are
necessary, because more Prisoners of War, political prisoners,
and alleged "illegal aliens" are warehoused under the most inhuman
conditions the imperialist government can muster.

This international effort constructed by Puerto Ricans, Native
Americans, North American anti-imperialists, and New Afrikans is
one courageous task, and deeply appreciated by all incarcerated
politicals.

Finally I would like to admit that our struggle is directed at
the capitalist-imperialist system and its ultimate end. Don't be
illusioned by neocolonial reforms in the prisons or the lack thereof.
If the system is defeated, a change in repressive prisons are
concomitant.

In Struggle,

Kojo Bomani Sababu
s/n Grailing Brown

October, 1986
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17[0cT[86 marks the completion of the third year since the iwlpns‘;‘ﬁ‘on ok
the infamous lockdswn on USP Marion, a lockdown That rendered the whele prisen
4 contiral unt on The paffern of the néloricus H block. Since Then, the rampant brv-
Tty + gratuitoue malfredtmen] of prisopers Thal” charuclerized Hhe months followiny
the inifia) lockdown have abated 1o relatve indrequency. Tmporled goen squads ave no
longer necessary 1o administer The bm'h'n;js; rectal probes, chainings To bunks, ¢ other
abuses sn which Marion sfyfe reprecsion |s pred ealed down To 1y most frvml defuils
A vastly inflated local stal cosTing #10,000,000 « year is sofbicient To commit These
depredctions on a scale presmvﬁy adequnfe 1 make 3@0& their threal in doercing com-
Ph‘ance w}‘Hr\ o#ic;a‘ ed;cfs, howeyer arg(Tmry, & 1n cl.emonsﬁ-aﬁng The fcaweﬂez;snfv'ss .
o~ prisengrs. Navertheless, c{esp?'f‘o. the decline from the early days of the lockdewn,
the caun'ferprocluc:ﬁVe + neadless représsion of- Marion is shi) very recd ¢ destructive .
Moreover, it porfends Wl ndl enly 4or prisoneis buf for membeis of the general
peblic as well,

Mainline prisoners at USP Marion are forced T cpend all boT eleven
heors per week locked in small cells. O Heeleven, seven (one hovr per dhiy) may be
spent en The rarrow tier in Lront of the cells + four are divded befween Tue recrea-
Hon periods, only one of which is evtdoors. Nor is cell time the end of the vichm-
ization of prisorars, Oficials insist on pursuing prisoners inlo the very corneirs of
their cells with endlese senselecs rules such as aboul what propeily mudt be POS#M;E}(—’J
Wheie. Many ol these deccees are. ynwritlen & noone knows Thewn all , a LicTor Phat con-
Tr)bufes To 'ﬁneir se_fec'f}ve Lo c:apr;ci‘ot)s‘ en{orcement (T/]efr Pmmu)gafr:f.m J—app[lczzz'hc;n
indicate Hhat the Tension + un<e.~'bn'n'fy ‘ﬂ]e.y ciedle is fnfem'ffona/) Other harassments
such as mlerference with mail, conbiscations of proper'f’y + inFlictions of ponishpent
W}ﬂoﬁ clue Prqcessl excessfve + Je.s'l‘rud?;fe sparc}lesj t:::mﬁnual he_s ub:ﬂu'f f3$U6 0( COoh -
cern 1o Prfsoners, vnreasoned dentals 2€ even myndane reqcresf'S, rarbd‘mry cell Fuait
ckahges abound. The Jibrmty is a cardbenrd box of paperbacks at the end of the Tier: Chly
one. cori‘agpondehce coise a+q —h‘me % Penw}'ﬁ”ed. ﬂwe watrclen lamepﬂ‘é TL\.;j_ ﬂﬂF e ef
money requfrecl Lor the few who would Take move is pot aveala ble c[esp?fe s abun-
dance Hor useless, anﬁ-pr'ssonér onderfakings ot a prisen that spends ¥35000 per year |
per Pliséner, Al of i ts backed up by the fhnph'éci, s“fa?‘“ecl, facrasibnqﬂ)/ app}fecf Threa]
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of force,

The Psydvo)ogical assavll of this abuse also extends To The boraaverhe
elements of subsisfence ot Marien. There are. no wwnJ.:ﬂLory wiitlen procedures for ather
cotws]gnmefr')' T Marion or Transder to a less repiessive ragimen, Olidals ave free T
use any rall fnérma'hbn, inclur_lulxg bias, Corbidential informeation” Lrom 514.;?_5&,—,,,;,_9
indformers, suPpos.Fhén & conjecture; or none af all in making Their defermindtics. Fris-
oners l:mre no ;'nPUT frdb 'ﬁﬁ. PTOLES;S + TLQFE"{OFB cwmaT cariTEST even 597§-a:%]hf—up Wn_ang
| n%rmﬂﬁén. In the case of Transfer au'f', Here is po way for f}rfsoners B know whal
';S requ;rec.!. Adm;hils"'rafom j‘nsfs'l" 'Hm')- rnovemen‘f t #-A-am Marl'on ;"s cL:ne ai qu bas-ls
of their “pm-ﬁessfonal J‘ngemen‘f", 'ﬂwu@L il thal weie anythig other than whin, a
pattern would be discernible. (The vaﬂan‘es of This Sys‘fem may be rﬁﬁenﬁénab oy —
ever; To facilifufe surreptifioue conversion To Marion's eventual mam purpese, once Time
feg\l‘h‘m‘z.es ¥ san‘l-h’?ges The Frﬂcecleht) AAmllrﬁi%Tm#L'fe apf:eals are I‘Du'h;n&'/y denred APSP;fe
their reasonablenecs + even in casec where the requestad aclion is already planned,
aFParerlﬁy in order T dfsm)rage Thewr uze v remorce The impression Thal prison-
ers can do no‘ﬂwr.na t influence their lsT: Any accusaTion by a .5’1&% member 15 on -
sidered Trve, elaborafe repor:h.ng + Yhearing " + appeal procedures thal purportedly
Pm'l'ecj' clue pmcess nofw!lﬁs-’&nc”ng. er'f’rEn re.quest Mﬁy or may WJT l)t’. anc.;we;"ecld—
may be answered wrong, I€ established procedires (Phose i the secorly elagsihica-
Tion poh'c.\{ sfza‘fement for examp/e) are. nst consstent with adpnistrathive convenience
¥ desfre:,j “H\ey are d\ahged, aven € thal means Au'ninisku‘ag their u‘f*{“*i"y., This, Tos,
-is designeé ‘fb enfnancer PV‘I‘SOHQV‘S’ ‘msecurﬁ‘y, sense oﬁ Law‘na no co.'a'frc} of dh)/ﬂlh:‘j,
umcef]aini\yi ¢ ;Scjoj‘r;m,. The caur'h‘, cnc(er ho re_[iewf} re-ﬁum‘ng -}B become involved in
whal They Term “mnvhae” + deferring 1o The Whroad discretion” They accord 15
prison avthorties.

That the Murion poﬁcieg of maximum restriction have {ailed i heir alleged
fonction is manrlest: There has been no decrease in violence i other prisons Fhal
can be attributed 1o Marion, + Here is reason 13 believe the conTra "y s true. Mar
heas Marion resvlfed in the more open operaﬁcn et The cﬂ]er 4€ fedeval pm'sans. In-
STEGJ, H’ ‘)a.S c:JeJ }Eke an c';nd\or —,5 Amg 'er res’]L ::rp ﬂwé s‘ySfE:m 75»\::1"‘:! \i‘E mprﬂsg.i/e
exfreme s is ilystrated b/ e proliteralion o€ “prini conliol unils” + oThey clement: of
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Marien style repression. After three years, administrative claims Thet Marion abuse 1s
having “posifive resulfs” witheuT any evidence To suppert the contention ring very hollow.
The insistence on the eficacy of Marons demonstrably Liled policies
of repression in the Sace of cortiadiclory endence & indicative o€ vlferior motives
for covering up Their fatlure T achieve The skaled goals « continving Their enforcemeil
The sbowinﬁ of Theee years reveals the absence ofa legi'h;na"f?. Feno/ogf}a/ objechve
or public interest in The psychological ascavlf + physical harassment of prisorers down

To the very sall” packedr on focd Trays. Covpled \ith the evidence of the negetive e
fecls of these injuriovs fmc'h&es , that absence shows those ulferior imtives 12
hinge en uvse of Marion as a ,abora'fbry for experfmen'l‘s m soaal confrd +Manfpula'h;.~n
-—even if Jo'mj so runs covnfer To the Ymission” of incarceration. Given the obvious
cost To prisoners + the fact that some. mmmun}fy will pay the price of the stress,
anh-social conc“ﬁom'hg , +debilifation induced at™ Marion, it is clear that the experimen-
tatien is not intended To be in Hhe pu“fc interesT. The. situafion also por’i‘mys fhe diver-
gence bOjWQQh 'Hm"’ n’n',"eresf g 'Hnoseoc fhegovem»uen't

Know’ec\g?_ of the maximum rectinchion regimen st Marion seems te be
syronymous with condemnation. This summer, The subcommitfee of the VS, Gugress”
ehargecl with eversfg'd’ of the Bureav of Prisons (BOF) released a 75% page. compila-
hon o@somé o@'ﬁ)e. f’es'h'mahy +-m7ér‘u’ SULIr;z'H'eJ rda'ﬁve To <l hear;nqs on Maron.

. The sobcommtlee avoidetl fak:\hg a Pos'l'h:m ;‘f‘sew, but the overWl-elmn)uy Mjor;‘ly
ot the "'es'h;nony d—arﬁcles - ’e'H"ers repl':lh"'ecl t\h ﬂve Camp'l'/aﬁon were: cén(‘emm’[bry
of the lockdown it continualion. Even fhe consulfants hired by the svbcommittee
+ who admitfed on reard Hheir bias + that ‘ﬁuer bhad recovnted only the views pre-
sesfed L)‘ BoP oflicils acknowledged the imbopropr{a'}'eness ot The lockdoun # That
it should end. Other peychological, correctional, legal, +academic Vexperts® detailed
ﬂse clele'rer;ous e-Gécj‘S d(— M:lr;ah na'f' only (or pr'tsonevs, Lu'f‘-(or COr'rec"héns 7zner—
auy ; law, v-Socfe"'y as well. Their Juclgemen"’ was Thal The unnecessary repression is
_Jamaglhg, Jangerovs, and shovld hot- corhinve, Eelicj&ous, peace, Po“hmll +other grocps
wiote leffers condemnfnj Marton +calling for progressive change. Private citizens
brom the WS, v-abroad | including lowyers, edveaters, achvists, medwal people, jour--
nalfs"’s,kmembers of the dergy, condemned Marin. Noone that contr bifed informalien
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excepl’ denizens of the BOP endorsed the BOP's condud + aperaﬁon at” Mavion. Nor-
man Carlson, BOP diveclor, claimed thal there were éxper'fi alside The BOP To supporT
H‘s pos.\‘h‘ah btﬂ' wits UMHC 1‘0 pr-‘cibct’. .4ny T&' _'rés'h"(:)t or supply 312;Temen13= ﬂ‘e cs'ngi?s-—
sional documenl also exposed af leasT one sther instnce of his providing misintormaion
o The subommiTee. |
The destructive represson a1 LBP Marion is.of comern To everyere, reqard-
less of how remole The prosﬁecjoF'mpr{t;onmepd' seems To them, T duhies 'ﬁ)g fwagﬁo#
the pa:p‘e in whose. name i is Perpej'rarecl + wasles ther money ma way Hal can ml\/
clo '“\ﬁm Lc‘u"m. The, resear:)w v clevelopmen'ron ’ww 13 imnl'pula-té o‘-cc’hfml p«x'f)lpczgal})sr
lee_ir w. " bell'g cameel oc‘t'a+ Mahbn ‘|s 50»!3'“‘)1"‘\9 o ’eﬂ;hm'i? ao:-’emmeﬂr shaUH ‘n(fec{'
has already found a‘oph'mﬁm eifside o€ Mavion. Increasioly, people are being subjed
ed o May-bn Lor vague. reasons Hat Jevn‘czt: Erom 1T aHEQOA puLvpose ot covlrol-
h'hﬂ oﬂ\er pr':sons, reasons 'ﬂna',' I.HCJUCIQ “Pra"‘eéﬁom “ or allow peof)‘e T be sent di-
redly €rom the streshs. Rolitically active pecple need fe especia"/ wary, gen the
growing mmber of polifical prisoners, li'l‘iba"'ors, orgamizers, dé. being seat T Marion
¢ ﬂae. pqr:ﬁcu‘ar J:‘-Fé'cuﬁ‘y ‘ﬂney exPenence in 9ej7fn3 Tmns-(errec' auT. There_ IS even
a Sec.vﬁ')‘y Level 1 (the lowest) Libyan prisoner i Marion, sent there because of
his Libyangess.
These lessons of contyol will £ind <5reafer exfra~prison apph;:d'ho;c n The
Flvre. Congressman Kastenmeier, chair of the se beommiifee overseeing the
BOF, has hnked wha! is f:emg done dt Maroi 1::'413kh;lq Yerrorism” Jurl‘nﬂ
testimony before his sbeommittee on 26/TUN[BS. As The recent Socialst Ubrkers
Favff‘y feﬂa’ w'rjory aga'ms’f the Federal Bureav of Inves‘/?'ga'h;n (FB1) shows,
“-ﬁgl»ﬁvq Terronsm” is a shibboleth for action asa'ms'r progressﬁre alfernative
polifical ac."”iui""y 3ehera”y. In the beginning, there was no ‘control unit’) + then
wowas only one blck of Maron, Now it is The whole prison +There ara pew
corfrol wnils m cther priscr.s. How long will it be before this maximum reshiie-
tion mania reache< your communﬁ‘y.? Given the Tandency of repressive athifides
‘fé nove Ia—”efauy as we” as Vel:h'ca”y ;n s’ﬁfe ch.k;hevy, ﬂte aH'eu«:InnT pmd‘r‘ces
May r%ch you 'ra some Jegree 'ﬂlrovg’—» Some qspecj' ot bureaucmcy 12 wh;dv
you are closer, OF it way reach you ﬁwzwgh the release of L;'H'ér, Sfressed-out
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prisoners with no secal or job skills.

ROP direcdor Carlson ¢ his hend)people -Crequenﬂy asserl ﬂm’i"ﬂ)ey
are “’ooking a‘l’n ¢ “worklng c:n” Fmpravement ¢ “re[axa‘ﬁoms", buT Lcﬁxj has <‘)am]ed
positively in policy or practice. in the lact eghteen moriths + very Itle since Z7kct]
$3. The overt bru'l‘am'y has Jbﬁméshecl, bot no‘l'k'ng has happened 1o preveat ik
larga scale’ reemergence. V- 1 arden 6‘4!7 Henman recen'ﬂy sia‘léd on loca[ v
it "Waron is bad enougL withoul stalf going To IEny'Hos To make i+ worse.
bot restrichions contnve To meunl as new harassments are inshTiled ¢ none are
repéuleJ. n)e 'l;'hlga'hc.m can','ésﬁng The bru‘bt’nh L Io(,ltclown conﬁnues ""o Le Sbw
~walked with U.S, DsThet Court Jdelge dames Foveman Sﬁhig on The magl:s-
tralet recommendations + refusing 1o pake a ruling. He has been doing sotor
over a yeav. Bgeﬁyer with his Pas‘)' pmc‘hée, he s Aemnﬂ’ra'h})g his bas + the
bankrupky of asking courts Lor relief from the actions of fheir minims. The
~ Congress sim lar’y :uppor'fs the stalus quo ‘ﬂmoual) inaction , reVealing andher is-
sve on which, like with aid 1o the M'caragum contras, jtis ovl of sTep wilh The
pesple. All that is lelt is for People, or:‘fmvy pecple, To oeus on This issue +
demand an end To the Marion lockdown «'ifs covdferpreductive pepression. Tt
Y Up'ro 'ﬁw_ pqu'e 'tb app‘y The pressure 'ﬁm‘rw‘l” reverse 'ﬂ,e qv-ou.# oﬁ'ﬂn&
meizzs'laéazina cancer; pot only in defense of prisoners, but in their own as well,
Final solitions have }u:s"‘arn'ca"y been starfed with The vse o€ “concenlration
Wtoclels g Iik-e Marlbn & Spea.a,, appress.fon agal‘nsf smal/ +pqr‘h&ubrly V;‘llﬁet‘j
mnonties.

B Benne

OJober, jagéb



3 YEARS LATER

Extensive outside support is still desperately ngeded to
continue our 3 year long struggle to close USP - Marion, and
to erase its oppressive, dehumanizing conditions from the
federal prison system. Overall, it's extremely bad herg -
even depressing at times. And after 3 years, even a bllgd
fool would know that the lockdown is permanent. Along with .
all of its horrors and dehumanization, it's permanent.

And why is all of this calculated, well-planned, costly
government repression being supported and maintained? To pres-
sure us to work in the BOP's prison industries below minimum
wages and without social security and other retirement benefits
for ourselves and our families in the free world. For, without
such massive human repression, no intelligent person would ever
passively accept this enslavement without some resistance and
petitions for help to the taxpayers who unwittingly support
his/her enslavement. And with the enactment and enforcement
of the Laws of the 1404 Comprehensive Crime Control Act, with
its no-parole, long-term incarceration provisions, the system
is going to get worse long before it ever will change for the
better.

Right now, however, it seems that only the government's
"tales" and the smear campaign about us and its reason for the
continued lockdown have had any credibility or long-lasting
impression on mainstream America. Moreover, the cold-blooded
inaction of the Kastenmeier Committee on Marion, the hard-line
attitude of prisoncrat Norman A. Carlson, and the courts of
the 7th Circuit with their ultraconservative, restricting
rulings on our complaints seem to be 'saying this to us at Marion.

At Marion and after 3 years of intense struggle, this is how
we feel about the total situation.

Finally, there's no sense to this system of "scared straight"
penology - period. First, there are no vocational training
programs at Marion, all of us don't have life sentences, and no
law says we've ever got to be transferred from Marion for
educational or vocational training purposes before our release
to the streets. Second, hardly any of us have marketable work
skills, which tends to exclude us from numerous legitimate
employment opportunities, of which Congress, the BOP and the
courts that sent us to prison are all aware. Third, America's
laws and its social policies are designed to keep and use our
records to strip us of all high salaried employment opportunities,



3 Years Later
Page 2

which excludes us from legitimate society, because without a
steady, substantial income and credit we can't buy or have
the luxuries and necessities of life that all add up to hap-
piness in America - the Great Material Society.

So we need your continuing support to help us close USP - Marion,
and to upgrade its system of " scaredstraight" penology to a
system of corrections that's more in line with the needs of all
Americans.

Amor ¥ Paz

El Sangre Miller, Chairman

POW #00214-054

Ad Hoc Cormittee to Close USP Marion

Dated: October 1986
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