MARION REPORT

Enclosed are several documents that pertain to the work and the issues
surrounding it: included are 1)report on recent trip to Detroit; 2)CEML
outline for proposed book and South End Press’ response; 3)exchange of
letters between 2020 producer and head of Bureau of Prisons; 4)list of
CEML resources; S)newsclips; 6)MLN's proposal re national human rights
campaign (this latter one is an issue for other areas of work as well as
CEML). There's lots of other documents; if people want more, feel free to
request.

| believe this work is very important. Although it is difficult given the
general climate re crime, etc., as well as the state of the Black movement,
it has a great deal of depth and possibility. Politically, it enables us to
develop an understanding of how white supremacy operates in a very
specific and particular way. We are able to move out of the realm of
generalities and into the concrete. To me this is major. The role that
prison plays in the lives of third world, especially Black people, and howit
plays out in the Marion situation. It leads to a discussion of the roots of
crime, to an understanding of how white supremacy is woven into the
fabric of life in the U.S. Of course, to build enough momentum to somehow
change the situation would be a tremendous victory.

The material around conditions can be developed more to really explore
the psychological aspects, and not just the immorality, but what it means
for the American psyche that there has been this process of
dehumlanization, of objectification of so many human beings, whole
sectors of society, certicuiarly given who theae sectors mainly are. What
it says about society's irreponsibility towards people who are a product of
it. The work challenges bourgeois concepts of the development of
personality and behavior, genetic notions, much of the stuff that underlies
the law n order mentality and the pervasive blaming of the victims.

Particularly at a time when the Soviet bloc is going through glasnost, etc.,
dealing with the human rights issue, opportunities will unfold to pursue
this work creatively and perhaps in an international context. And, of
course, there are the current openings created by Americas Watch, etc in
regards to a reciprocal Cuban visit. Marion is one of the places the Cubans
intended to visit.

In terms of who we've reached, at the beginning stages of things:

1. religious folks —- i.e. AFSC trip to Michigan. {see attached report) The
Episcopal Bishop sponsored us in Detroit. AFSC did tons of work. We havve
not been very successful locally with religious sector. In a limited way
have involved religious activists i.e. Bob Bosse, Jean Hughes, Jade, Mike S,
Darla. Jade wrote an article for Methodist paper. Bob participated in last
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audiovisual, that we are constantly distributing. We have made this come
together much better as of late. {Haven't gotten any feedback from any of
you on Tribunal book; | don't think any of you have bought it; | could set up
a lending library!)

Questions:

1. Human rights campaign {proposal attached): what should CEML's
relationship to it be? Excellent thrust around political prisoners and
amnesty but somewhat different than our emphasis which | think we
should continue to pursue--prisons as a form of control re peopie of color,
yrarehousing, end point of overall white supremacist system, etc. | think
CEML should retate to the campaign but not in central way, uniess Marion
demand and content around it were to be more prominent, and | don't really
knowt if it should be in that context. Radical amnesty thrust should
probably be main thing. It is very radical, | think, but possible given the
incredibleness of the Puerto Ricans. But CEML werk different in epproach
and also important. Aside from CEML, we have to figure out our
relationship to this work and should have more general discussion about it.

2. The book: enclosed is a proposed outline for a book that Southend Press
vrants to publish. When | first started this report we were trying to
decide whether CEML should do it. We've decided not to. The personnel
does not really exist within the committee. However, Steve, Jan, Michael
Deutsch and others will have a go at it. | would like to try my hand at the
¥omen in Prison part, time and energy willing. A question could be --
does anyone else from us want to take part in this project? | will make an
argument. We need, in general, to pursue ideological work. This is a great
opportunity and the end result could have a good impact. Most of our work
regarding prisons has flimsy ideological underpinnings. Here's a chance to
develop that.

3. personnel -- oral report

4. lots of interesting political questions get raised in course of work.
Difficuit to sort out which are our political weaknesses and which reflect
where the people we're talking to are coming from, etc. The slideshow has
been criticized for being too much about white supremacy, the term
reminds people of Nazis and the right wing, causes fear and flight
reaction, not enough acknowledgement of people’s fears of crime whether
completely rational or not, not enough about conditions especially
psychological impact of Marion. There seems to be a general struggle in
the work between the conditions aspect and white supremacy. We're
striving for a better integration. Just rewrote the slideshow again.

2. This is the key guestion: what to demand, where are the levers of
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power, how to develop a strategy for moving work forward, giving people
something to do with their outrage. At the same time to have widening
numbers of people invalved and contributing. Qur numbers have not
increased much at last demos. We do not simply want to repeat them
but..1f AFSC proposal is accepted, it could really help. But, what now? and
what if it doesn’'t? And, what else?

6. Related to the above. What should we do this October. A short outline
proposal for an Oct event is attached. But doesn't sound that exciting to
me. Anhy ideas people have would certainly be welcome. Darla said to me,
“oh, what's happening this October? people are expecting something. * |
think that attitude's great. | hope she's right. But | would like to do
something really good.



