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Uell In a Very Small Space

Ry DANIEL BERRIGAN, 5.J.¢

Wiiting abonl prisoners is a little like
wriling aboud the dead: the mass dend,
M imbnewn agd inknowable, those kilfed
in disasters like Manapua or Napgasalkd or
f.ohanon. No nne eaves, no one knows: who
the deadd were, what difierence ey made
tlead or alive, why they perished, whal our
el S [o e, Prisoners ace the ‘undead”
ol toelny’s horror films Oow lardgettand he
pollic novels of the 190 erntnry, They in
spive hewrar and dread and revelsion. A
Aillevent planel dilleeend heings hardly hu-
nan. Who wanis fo know hardly hnmans?

For jnsi snch rearons - that no one wanls
fo knnw, Ahat most people Tenr to know,
that 0 ane listens or ponders -- for such
reazems it is enlively eincial fo keep writ-
g, keep Inlking ahowl prisaners, What 1o
ot wands fo kuasw may he exactly what
everyone needs 1o knnw, Whal everyone is
alrnid to know may be what will spalch
= from damnntion. 1 eall it the Cod Liver
Ol prineciple, oul of my hoyhood; the lenst
savory lasie In the worlld saves lives, saves
reason. (O, 1 think of a sensible applica-
lion of flie ol 'analogy of falily principle
we learned in theology. A {rith tn one
realm sheds needed ight on all {rufh.
Fvervlhing real touches overything real,

Anolher reason why, people shy nway
from %knowing about prisoners: whal a
tirag, They siph, The facis are such a bor
den, piling wp, lying unnssimilated and
inert there to the mingd, What are we to do
willt the daily necd of horrars? We can
carry i aboul like a sack [l of snakes.
Rl where shall we fay t down, or ex-
change il for sminething liphtsome, a cnsh
product, a prestipe ltem?  Tel's just take
our Jerus wrightless, planse.

This trembling, awe, flxation, fear. U
gathrrs armmed the fale of fhe preat mass
of prisnners in Amerlen, o disrupls our
sterealypes about ourselves, free, hrave,
white, henign, Just . .. Then the prisoners
Toom op, the largest coneentration of pris-
oners iin weslern history, some qitarter of
a willinn of them - Tarpely non-white, male,
ponr. Onrselves?  Qurselves and not our-

selves, we and the havee we'wrenk, W,
andd the needtul viclims of —- ive.

A Tike fear and lrembMop arises af the
speelaele of polilieal prisoners. Ta {he ont-
side worlds, prison is somewhat like n enn-
cer ward, Those who walk In will never
walk oul; =o {he mylh goes. Prisoners are
porfents, sources of awe (revealers of our

T

Sheer hopelessness. Resignafion, Yan

tead Hoin the fares. Before the [aet, helore
the altempl to do somefhing, all of moden
life, at its hoillng, fissiog center, seems
hopeless,
hends, eop-ont, retreat, jogping, heallh
spas, kids® gnines [or adults, homenaking,

Acceded, admitled to, the heat

maney making ... NResislanee s hopeless,
a wasle, "They' are fon big, onmivorons,

powerful, Our side has 1o ene, no money,
no energy, eleelera, eleelera. The elecleras

wauld il a Kelly girl's (sie) wasle hasle!

with o mincho stutfer.

We don't wind to he helpless. We «don’t
wanf to bo inarficulnle. We dont wanl fo
L off the street. We don'l want Lo sit alone ™
i a box, be shunted around in culfs. We
don't want o be losers. We don't want lo
die, even a litthe, We want, mayhe, In Inlk
about the peor, or prisoners, or refupees,
or the ghellolzed—to wrile abantl them, or
commiserate, or ton oceasion) leaflel at a
prison, or-prolest the death penalty. Vo go
far enouph in, as the song has it lo he
able o say we were there .0 W is alitlie
like the terrified fear of lhe serionsly ill,
“I've-tried everything." And often you find
they've tried everylitng hut the ene cssen-
tial thing, Chrislians have tried] everything

.| bul Chrislianity.

The Undead Come Alive
Whatl does one do with knnwledge of The

Y acts, the alrocions, unbearable lreatment,

Dan Berrigan speaking al St Lonis Univer.
sily lorumi on Human Righis In a Nuclear
Woild. Forum was co-sponsored by Neationerl
Commillen to Suporl the Morion Frathers
and the HBocinl. Justice: Commicsion ol the
Mizzmni iaviner of the Lennils
condlition?). We reslst the fruth they have
to offer. ‘This Is why, cven among peace
people teo, there is such Twdging on the
mquestion of serious clvil disobedlence. Al
meelings cvaluating the June actions ot
the U.N., discussion on the conducl, clhos,
of those Iaking part, was minimnal. What
counted was, in a curlously sanatized ob-
scenlty, media ‘exposure.’ Thd leadership,
at least the voluble part of it, seemed o
dread ahove all, the essential Invisibilily
of prison, lhe wipe-ont. Arrest, well waybe,
Dol disappearance, even for a few days?

of people, prisoners? 1he kind of knowl
edge thal might heiphten cmpathy, send
blond raclnp in compassion? amd yet does
something quite different —leaves one with
folded hamls?

Your unfold your hands.

And then there is the queslion of prayer,
which consists for the mosi part in insisting
thal God do for us what we are unwilling
to do for one anolher. Meselve: Let's do
for one another what we would have God
do for afl. This is knnwwn as godlike ackivity.

In such ways, the wndenad (ourselves)
comc allve. ]

Prisons have a radieally different rela-
tionghip than other publie slructures, to n
-given culture. In n morally-underdeveloped
taud such as ours, one still hears talk of
the reform of universities or the renew:d
of polilienl foring, or even the rebirth of
the -chinrches, These are not inherenlly
lost eauses, though e limes conspire to
make them so. Nut the reform of prisens!
One would have to he fund as Macawber
or mad as, Lear to propose such an oxy-
moron, in Amerlen, In '70. An inherently
fost canse, which mad Hmes Invest wilh
an allogether spurions, mad eyed legili-
macy. Mg a legllimacy lent by (ear fo
{he absurd; fortones are built on it, had
jobs multiply like maggots, bureaucrats,
academics, chaplains clone ke ernzy.
Everyone wants a cnl, everyone has some-
thing to offer—the cosmelic job on a dend

el no, we won't pon.

horse.
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Foo af lewst zoane prizoner s, the silun
P i oy Kind of wrs picgqnancy. They
are abnznends of @ evelem which imanages
abone aned the same e do b andichibli-
eal.nli historieal, anli lnoan, morally
onlrareans, socinlly nnworkable, ruinously
expengive, aned metaphysically repugnanl.
Aeaneer spot on fhe miversal karma, Is
hete i eonsolalion Tn beiog pilehed inle a
madliogse? Onl ef he warst inay cone {he
hest o Bleantime Tike the hero of “King of
Nearls ™ the prisoners danee, mime, gri-
maee, mimie the insanity of  soeiedy-al-
targre

The ninst neplected {exdds of the New
Testament i anr lifefiwe, reler direefly 1o
the meatest erimes of o lifeline: war,
eapital punistanent. aborlion. These are
iynant assnills on the ol of Life. the
cotmel which is o sellrevelation of
Cod “Thor shall wot kil “The jinpliea-
tisns ol violating e ecommand, In our
shueking ofT ome peddlike oveal are appals
liar The secotd mosl geplected lexls of
the New Testhimenl (odav, yeler 1o the
sevoned preates! of erimes: hnee canunil-
leed npninst peopde whose {afe, lor one
veazann ar anather, falls shott of achinl
In penerad, the rodenming of
viel ominhers to sercilnde vietimhnod, ex-
phoitzelian And amemy those ro rednesd,
nnled, mnde gporl of . redueed by 2e103,
we nmsl sorely connd 1the prisoners, Their
fate evies onl o heaven foe venpeanee. 11
im o consequence of the hardentnp of hearl
bralalizing of conseience, which the Rible
speals ol as a conunon adtliction of e
Ll fiynees

Mow there pemain these theee - Inilly,
hape, and prefesstonalisny it the preal-
et of These in professiconlizim,

I enuld count on e fingers of my left
hand the mnnber of Jestils T know whoe
five it honp abon! risoners, We are pro-
fresinnalized oul of onr skulls. Young peo-
pie wha enter dhe Order withoul a chie to
the real world, are trgeked into academe
as anrely ns. sy, phelto kids are tracked
info Altien. Thuas an o side, does clnss-
istn replace Chrialinnily,

Collnsinn

I spoke al A State campos in Hinels on
the Borrors bebygr cven then perpelraled at
the Aarien Federal Trisan in that stale,
I was iminedintely Inken on by a2 hofling
hreaneral of Ihe mniversify. (1 hal =up:
prstel thal fhe evidenee showed a strougly-
larged  eallnzion belween the academies
aned prizen offieklds, In the evealion of ever
mipre saphisfiealed ponishimen! centers)
He deelarsd wilh some heat, and in The
feetl of the evldenee, that such Thinps were
inthinknble at Urhana, | was reminded of
an ol horse we badd for years on the farm,
Mind in [he lefl cyc. We used to concocl
lticks, slratepems, surprise assaults on
flie poor animal, all In silence, all on the
Wind side. He never. knew, until it was too
Iale Whicl is o sy, he never knew,
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Bl in the ynatter of The Maion linnls
Reluvios Madifieatton Ceater. Prisoners
who reninin wnbroken by the haneirenkers,
sonelimes perform marvels of nalking do.
tne of The marvels is {he researeh and
wriling done, samiehaw, by a pronp of in-
males, ahjeel Ao diuress awd snnoping ol
the Marvian Cositer. Whal follows deaws
heavile on their wok,

I 1062 watershed meefing was hedel
in Washinglon, hetween prison ollicials nnd
soeinl seientisls. A Dy Fapne Sehein ol
MIE there presented eevlnin ideas on the
suhjeel. *Man Apainst Man (siet: Birain
washimr” The jdens were seizesl o by
penalopists and practittoners wilh eongid-
srable fervar, aml Iaid, in fael, The ideo-
tapicsl ol practieal basis for the Marion
Cenler. 8Said Sehein: '

In order {o preduce maiked ehanges of
aiitide and/or hehavior, it 1s necessary
weaken, wndermine, ar remave he sup-
poris of the olid altifndes. Tlecause most of
these supporls are #e facctoface confir-
moation of present hehavior aml aHitudes,
which are provided by those wilh whom
close emoflonal {ies exisl, 11 15 olten neeces:
sary in hreak these emallonal fies. This
can he done eilher by remaving the indi
vitheal physieally and preventing nny com-
nnmleation  with those whom he enres
ahout, or hy proving to him {hat these
whowy e respeets nre not worlhy of if,
and, brdeed, shanld he nctively misirusled.

Sehiein had arrived for the weeling pre
pared o affer more Than theary, He [alrly
hristled  with pracliealities, of which 1
ruote only a few:

Uhysleal remoeenl of prisouers to areas
sulliciently isolated o effcstively break or
serionsly weaken tlose emolional ties,
—Seprepation of all natural leaders.

—Spying on prisoners, reporting back prl
vate maferial.

—Fxploitation of opporlunisls and inform-
ors.

--Convincing prisoners lhey can trust no
one.

—Systematic witholding of mnail.
—-Bitlding o proup conviclion among pris-
oncrs lhat they have been abadotied by
or are lotally isolaled from tieir soclal
order.

-.Using techniques of characier invalida:
tion: j.c.. humitinion, revilement, shout-
ing. Lo induce feelings of fear, puilt, and
suppestibilily; coppled with sleepdeszness,
an exacting prison regitnen and periodic
tnterropalional ipterviews.

And so on aml so on, Bul e above will
convey something of the Mavor.

Are we to conclude that bDr. Scheln t=
withoul hnman feellng?  Perhaps rather,
thatl he is in stern conlrol. Tlis psyche s
mtrammelled, he is ready for the job 1o
he done. And he urpes a like discipline on
his henrers: .

.

"1 owonkd ke fo have van think of heain
washing, not In terms of prtittes, ethica
and marals, bt In lerms of the deliberate
changlng of humnn hehavior nl aftitudes
by o proup of nmen whn have refaiively
complefe control over the eavironment in
which the eaplive populaee lves.

It would he a [alatly simple error fo
consign I, Schein and his likes to the
cloged eabinet of Dre. Cagliarl, T d2 mn
maral mulafion. fndeed the reason of The
intelleetnal is A crime at leasl as ol ns
e groves of neadmme, whose values have
shellered, over {he centuries, every fipe
front e itmpassioned socralie 1o the nil
picking aberrand sephist, making the wasst
arpument appear The hetter.

What is new in the siluation is the wide
larpesse of the federal cornueopin, the onl
powing of whase pondies on campis e
seareh {especially in the social and pare
scienees) the Vielnam decade ilinstinled
The tininin was revenletlo cynle and innn
cent alike.. no catmpus, hoswever private o
presligioos, ean exisl willinnl povernment
benefits, Awd, on the other hand, noowar
vonlil be waped, e public opininon be
turued  armmd, ne prizson lechnigne be
wlraodueed or tested, withoulb the collnhe
ralion of (he acndemics, From tealoe feee”
the campuses hil toened neerophilie pma
sitie. '

This is ihe sirlnged and poreing Dol
pround wsfe thal played lo Seheln ool
his well-bred savagerter, Andd for connler
point, a fervent and prafeful response
Thal a penlleman's agreemen! was bring
renched, (hal preab things wonld follow,
na one cauld he allowed 1o doubf, The D
rector of Federal Prisons effered an even
handed invilatien to lhose present fo el
lhe work underway:

...we have n fremendous opporiunity here
to cnrry on some of the experimeniing to
which the varfous ponelists Tiave allnded.
We enn manipoinle our environment and
cullitre. We can perhaps wdertnke some
of the lechniques Dr. Schein discussed . ..
Do things on yotrr own. Undertake o titlle
experiment wilh what your enn do with 1
Muoslims., Do it as Indlvidunls. 1o
gronps, and lel us know the resulls,

This the principle was blessed: ey
pr-gellers with {he smarts, do whal has In
be done. They are like the Iseariof will
briefease of credenttals: they Tfike o
betrayal clean and direcl, they wonld
coins from a dend man's eyrs. And
others who claln soime cotineclion witn o
hemane lradition, who like o enll on the
shades of Secrales or Enther or Aguinns
they don't know whnl gocs on in the Inbs
or hoard ronms, or don’'l wanl tn know,
I comes fo the same thing. There is a
corrnpling innocence as lhere Is a Wosler:
Ing upfront corruption.

Tn such wise, by silence and collusion ne
well ng Judas' hargaining, the fale of The



al Mmion iz sellled
amongt other places, the
academiec elole and elnsters of  Urbana
campnes There, as elsenhere, it is as rare
to encommler o right minded, passionale,
faenlty member, as it is to meel hisher
conmberpmd amonge say, the Jesnils. We are,
in one ol the haser eoinapes, ‘privatized.”

awenling prisoners
il eenled  In,

When T owas in Danbwry prison, 1 had
neeasion 1o ask a prison doclor o question.
tHe had been a shedent in o college theol-
opy conrse | taupht at Le Moyne. A pood
man, bt weak, in a bad spal ) How long,
in his opinion, could a prisoner bear with
solitary  confinement,  witheut psychic
lmm? He it the onter limit at one week.
"After that, one can expeet disorientalion,
growing infense as the isolation poes on.”
Vet in Danbury, a relalively benign hox,
steetehes in solitary often wenl for 0 days
nr mote,

The Marion Pen, however, is not fooling
ammmed There is o couventrated effort to
prich matters to the limit;  the limit of
ewlinance, the limit of the law, the limit
of ethize  And over. 11 is not merely that
The proposals of Schein and his erew of
num eaters have been pul into praclice,
built in, quite coldly and literally. One ean
expeet, after oll, that o free hand will he

- olfered when the silk suifed, hriel-cased
sealpers deseend on the defenseless, A
wink, a covert nod, a hargain struck. Who
has not seen it?2 Whe, after all, need know,
if this or that rule is bend, this or thal new
idea hied ol ? And i something leaks, who
eares? And who sayvs (this is the elinclier)
uhio says the eating mnsl begin with these
whe are assanlled, hewildered, thrown off
halanee by a hrand of new and fractious
prisoners, politically rehorn, hip, heyond
impressing with a slick or winning ove
willr carrots? ‘1

And NMarion, he it noled, is nol simply a
prison where the anle is up, or the prison
heal turned higher. Marion,cannot really
he compared on a yardstick of high sceu-
rily. legitimale violence, with conditions at
Allanta or Lewishurg. What all these pens
hiave in conmmon is, in olher words, far less
significoant than what Marion alene prac-
tices and pushes.

In common, arguably, in the high volt-
ape federal system are the following: imne-
ders, hrulalization, drug pushing, destrue-
tion of mail, intimidation and harassment
of visilors and families, racism desipned
to frapment the prisoners, abuse of reli-
pions helief and practice, misuse of ther
apy Alechnigues,  motonic  labor  asslgn-
menle slave wages and practice of solitary
eonfinement,

Then we come lo Marion, Lilerally and
symbolically to the end of the line, the Be-
havior Modificalion system. This is the
darling of the federal workhouses, (he ‘iron
maiden” of that chorus of furies whose
chomb js all of a new ciention. There,
shoaighl jackeled,  alternately  cherished,

ensselled and cursed, permanently kept
olf balanee, marinated in mmerons sweel
and gour juices, persuaded that conformily
is all, dinpped it need be, therapied ont of
his skull, victimized by every free floating
ploy of the psycho trade- -there dwells the
prisoner who has made it, who is in pro-
eoss of making it, who horrors! may for a
time resist making it

We must tinger over (his obsenre lipuve,
his existence, his seeret thought, his dmk
vision of life. These are of moment Lo all.
And one need nol cheaply or earelessly
draw lines linking his fate and ours. The
linkage is.there, for those with eyves lo
see:  Indeed it has heen boldly and expli-
citly drawn by prison anthotities:  *“The
purpose of the Marion conliol mil is lo
control revolutionary allitndes in the pris-
on system and in the society at large.”
(Ralph Aron, foriner warden of Marion.
Fanphasis mine.)

Rape in steret

Unigue! SHill, we are lold that, at Mar-
ion even, a few prisoners hold oul. They
are jealous of their souls. They guard their
thoughts, musing their rage in seevet. And
let us not stop there; that dark rage is not
whal makes them dangerons; indeced, it is
arguable that halred is a serviceable (ool
of caplivily. No, thise holdests cherish
their anger, separaie il wilh a jeweler's
precision from the defritus of racism aned
frenzy. .Justice is their passion. They are
e anger, cleanly fueled:  like a blow
torch Iaced with oxygen, they Givn straipht
up. They are in service. And this makes
them dangerons asa laser in skilled hands.
They cut throngh adamant, they cul throngh
time and the walls of hell itself. They cut
through lies and rhetoric and false prom-
ises and threats and black looks and de-
scending goons' clubs. They cul {hrough
the opaque cullure, the omni-resistant
curtain that hems them in — a spiritual
slavery.

At this point the batlle is joined.

One musl he eareful In the name of the
heroic resisters of Marion, not to mystily
the issue. Thimans created Marion, ln
mans must render it tess lethal, or better
still, must dismantie it. A millgation of ils
horrors, of injustice and the degradation of
souls, must he sought by legal and illegal
means. Tlumans eppose hinnans, in a con-
test to the death; selzing on public apathy,
cerlain minds are delermined lo make of
the defenseless the victhns, and of vietims
(if required) corpses. This mnst be re-
sisted, the guilly hroyght to the har.

On the other hand, it secems to me ex-
traordinarily slgnificant that the prisoners
have grasped something deeper: the spir-
itunl conflict lhat nnderlies their plight.
Ttumans indeed ereated Marion but Marion
is ont of control, a technique gone herserk.

To insist on this, to document it, the pris-

oners have done their homewok on prizon
religion as well as pison econmnies, pris
on misedncation, prison discipline. More:
they have had to ereale forms of faith
that would help them to nurture the vools
of resistanee, speak for the soul, function
in strikingly traditional ways; fasling, non
violent reprise, eare for one mother, disel
pline, meditation. They have tims ereated
whole elotly, 2 comnnmily deserving of the
name prison religion has sold oul: resis!-
ing, faithful improvising, tactically nmaive.
wilty.

And they have done all this, it nnst he
remembered, in circumstances designed lo
damt all but the hardiest spirils.

We are to imagine a cell, six feel hy-nine,
in which one is locked for an unspecifictl
nimber of days, weeks, months, for {wenly
three and one half hours cach day, on mn
specified charges.

There you sit. And there yoh stand, and
there yon pace. And {here you hend over
and in Daudel’s wonderful phrase, ‘teach
the ants their ARC's,” In principle (as
apart from practice) na one can Iay 2
hand on you: no drngs, no sereaining,
wheaming, therapy sessions, no chaplains’
soft soap, no yard, no sky. A double dnor,
a sheel of sleel, a sond proofed existenee,
also people-proofed, time proofed, molion
proofed.

Worlh pausing over: considerable penius
has been expended here. Your hody will
bhear no marks of brulalily, sadism, lech
nigne.  Physieal torture, ils principle awl
inslviments and skills, is for export; yonr
Internal colon is unmarked. Apaml fiom
calling attention lo what must remain o
discreet enlerprise, such sligmata wonld
make the prisoner a less pure subject of
soul bending. For the Marion Cenler is,
afler all, a laboralory. It may also be a
confesslonal, a gulag, a Devil's Islaml up
to dale. But it is first and foremost a lab-
oratory of social and soul change: it must
approach the decontaminated purily of
Skinner's famous Cambridge cellar.

Congratulations. You are now a eandi-
dale, honored in principle, dishonored in
practice (a truly Pauline frony)--a candi-
date for the twicehorn human. Wilhin
such a vocation, it is understandable that
thie choices are not large. Yon may haslen
the process, or ahort it by sulcide, as many
dn. A regreltable outcome, chealing on
{he state, whose ontreach cannol prevent
this final evasion. Or yon may sabolape

the process by an allogether wilful stub
horness. Some have even memorized por-
lions of the Rible or the Rill of Rights as
a bright bulwark; they Incant the words
night and day as though some secret vir-
tue exuded from them, to make one un-
touchable hy calipers and saw.

And finally, and in large pal, others
submit; and thus rejoin Ameriea, restored

in limb, chastened in soul.
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