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By Mark Stevens
Donver Post Stalf Writer

FLORENCE — A motley band of
125 protesters concerned about the
plight of American Indians yesier-
day staged a peaceful, bour-long
vigil outside the new federal prison
complex here.

The protesters — the maicrity on

a cross-couniry march — sang
songs, lisienicd to speeches, and
joined in an extended bugging ses-
sion on the scrubby roadside across
{rom the complex’s main entrance,
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sirsiora mill near nevs feders! prison. H
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Among the issues raised was a

claim thal the new prison, scheduled
to open in fall 1993, will treat in-
mates in a cruel fash an.

The inmate that the protesters are
most concerned about is American
Indian Movement activist Leonard
Peltier, currently serving two con-

Protesters stage vigil
at new federal prison

seculive life terms.
Peltier was convicied of murder-

ing {wo FBI agcnls in June 1975 and
is behind bars in Leavenaworth, Kan.

“This prison is being built for peo-
ple like Leonard Peltier — and peo-
pic like us — polmcal prisoners who
they want to be atle o put away and

forget about,” said 23-year-old Kati

PROTEST from Page 18

Puanett said she was con-
cerned about the heavily auto-
mated maximum-security
building, which will dispense
food automatically to inmates
and prevent direct contact be-
lween guards and prisoners.
"It seems like a weird psycho-
logical experiment,” she said.

Julie Alba, executive assis-
tant to the warden, said the
building’s design will allow for
“easier and safer movement
(of priscners) for programmed
activities" and permit “'safer
staff contact” with the popula-
tion. The inmates in maximum
security, she said, “are not ex-
actly a safe population.”

And an electrical conlrac-

tor, who is installing smcke de-
tectors in the building, describ-
cd the facility as plush. “If the
taxpayers could see what's up
there they'd say ‘dig a hole and
throw them in,’ "he said.

Tbe group of profesters is
heading for the Nevada Test
Site, where the federal govern-
ment has conducted nuclear-
weapons lesting, The group
claims the testing, and dispos-
al of radioactive waste, has
been done without concern for
Jand belonging to the Western
Shoshone tribe.

“There's a little smeli — as
we say in my languaga —
there's something wrong with
this situation,” said Beigian-
torn Pol D'Huyvetter.
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Punnett who is }-al‘ Ins‘x ard ha‘f
Chcrokee

Punnett is one of 80 to 90 people
Involved in the so-called “Walk
Across America for Mother Earth
1992," which began in New York
City in late Janvary.

Please see PROTEST on 4B
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. Cheetpin r‘oo by liscy marmon
Themas Oso (lelt) and Francisco Coca, beth of Aguilar, chant and Scat a drum
...das they lead walkers 0 a prison protesi vigil &l Flcrernce
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By TRACY HARMON
The Puctlo Clicfiein

FLORENCE — A peacelul
prisoa protest vigil Friday dicw
about 100 people to the entrance
of ihe federal prisoa complex ua-
des construciion here.

Most pariicipanis were part of
the Walk Across Amcrica for
Mother Earth which is headed 10
Nevada io protest auclear weap-
ons testing. .

The cvent was hosted by {he
Pucblo Ccalition Against Prison
Repression and dicw represcnia-
tives of scveral corrcciional re-
form groups, as well as members
of ihe Pucblo Public Defenders
ofTicc and interested bystanders.

As the group sang songs,
prayed and lisiencd to spcakers,
federal secunty officers set up sur-
veillance 2t ke prison compiex cn-
trance, taking photographs and
videotaping procecdings.

“This is the site of ithc most
modem federal prison facility and
I have no doubis that they violate
human rights by locking up pris-
eners for 23 hours a day,” said
Paul D'Huyveiter of Belgium,
waik co-founder. “And they will
make this prison aa example for
oihers.”

The administrative maximum
7rison under const;uction here
will replace ke Marion, 1., pris-
on rext fail, housing inmates who
ase highly assaultive, predatory or
kave cscapesrelated  behavior,
according 10 ihe Federal Buscau
of Prisons. ’

Of ihe inmaics at Marsien., 50
percent have attempted or suc-
cceded in murder, 27 percent have
a histery of murder ar atterapted
murder while in prison, 81 percent
have histcry of assault and 46 per-
cent have cscaped or attempicd
cscaje.

Proigsicrs said they feel federal
prisons unfairly isolate prisoncrs
und deprive them of scnsory
input.

*The administrative maximum
prison here has two units with 63
inmates that are allowed only five
houss ol recreation per week,”
said Frod Agsple, execuinve sissis-

‘are in proicctive cusio

1ant at Mariea. *

ministrative deientios

All federal prisons wi
nary unmits fellow same
guicclines, sct by fedesal law.
Apple s2id. The Florcnce prison
that wiil seplace Marion is specifs
icaily desigred 10 house mani-
mun-secuily inmaies. The Marion
prisoa was rot, according lo ike
tuscau.

In twa oiher uniis, 54 inmaics
at Maron as¢ ailowed seven
heurs of rsecreation per week.
General popuiaticn, inicrmediaic
transfer znd  pre-trazsfer  uaits
have 179 inmaics and they have
11 or moic hours a week ouisice
their ceils, Apple said.

The new Fioreace prison
sigred to be a s2fer cavis
offering moic inmale
thaa Marion, h less physical
staff contaet, according 1o ihe bu-
reau.

The adminisirative maximum
prison also will 2ilow mere aciivi-
ties ‘o vaies. They wiil have
visits with family, friends, aticr-
telephone priviiezes, work,
ous and educaticn programs.

Priscn prot like Eilea
Klaver of Niwot szid priscas seem
10 te a way of life in the United
Siates, D Huyvetter, 30, said the
Uniiwcd States has a higher pes-
centage of prisoners ihan other
counisics around the world.

“There is something wrong
when you have all these prisors. |
say it is a violation of humaa
rizhis 2nd a display of racism.”
D Huyveuer said.

Protesiais alse urged aciion oa
environmenial issues. opposition
to nuclear iesiing and disarma-
ment.

“Peopic are raping the Eunth
before our ¢xves and we are trying
10 staad up and do semcthing
about it for ihe neat genciuiion.
Maay neople are opening iheir

hearts 10 us viony the way beeyuse
they want 0 learn shout auckar
on

Iadizn  funads”

teating
and,

D Huw.
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An unldenlified man vidsolopad a proceston of “For Molher Zarlh'
momber Friday from bohind a police line sol up al the enlrance o vigll protesting living condilions-of Inmale: who wlil be Impdsoned In

the federdl prison complex beling bulll soulhs of Florence. The group  lhe maximum-secudly facllity ofter i's bullt,

pauted In Itz 3,000-mile 'Walk Acros; Amerco™ lo hold c 2-hour

photo by Enc Hotest

Giroup protesis at FBP prison complex siie

Erlc Hobart
Flecord Statf Writer

CARON CITY — Accompanicd
by -Amecricen Indian chants and
drum beats, about 90 people and
onc dog assembled Friday at the
entrance to tho-new federsl priscn
complcx south of Florence 1o pro-
test trealment of prisoners.

Members of “**For Mother
Earth®* — walking from New York
to & nuclear st site in Nevada —
were joincd by concemed citizens
from Pucblo and Colorado Springs
for a 2-hour vigil mainly in prolest
of lock-down conditions that will
be in force at the complex’s
maximum-security [ocility after it's

built.

**My conccn tis the human
rights of the people who will be
housed here,' said Joan Brown, a
Colorado Springs [reclance wriler
and Franciscan sister.

Coaditions in the maximum-
security building will mirror those

in place at the Marion, lil,, peni-

tentiary which the new [facility will
replace, she said.

Inmates there, deemed high-risk
by the Federal Burcay of Prisons
('BP), sre in solitary confincment
for 22%4 1o 23 hours o day during
a lock-down,

Violence and rcpeated  escape
sliempts by Marion inmatcs during
their time in lower security prisons
landed them in the maximum se-

cwrity facility, according 10 a press
release (rom the FBP,

About 31 percent of Marion
inmates are scrving time for mur-
der or manslaughter, 23 percent for
bank robbery, 8 percent for assault
and the remainder for robbery or
kidnapping, according lo an inmalc
profile included In the releasc, Hall
the inmates there have a history of
murder or conspiracy, 81 percent a
history of assault and 46 percent
have aucmpted or succccded in
cscaping.

But Brown saict solitary con-
fincment is inhumanc no matter
whit the crime, .

“For the peoplc who arc here
for the long haul, they're still lLu.
man beings.”’

Pol D'Huyveucr, co-founder of
For Mother Earth’s *'Walk Across
America,”’ azreed. The  group
hopes Lo draw atiention not only to
what it considers inhumanc et
meat of prisoncrs, but also frotest
the disproportionate number of
blacks and Amcrican Indians in
}J.S..pnsnns. confinement ol polit-
ical prisoncrs and **SCO years of
injustice’” toward Indians since
Columbus® arrival on the continent.

The walkers, mosily young
people, were joined by members of
the Pucblo Coalition Against
Prison Repression, Pucbloans for
Justice and Peace, the Colorado
Springs  Lawyers Guild, Centra
Aztlan and Citizens for Correc-
tional Reform.
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