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=éltor

The MNew York Tlmes
229 West 43rd Street
Yew York, NY 100332

To The =dltor:

We are wrltin: to exnress our rrofound concern about
recent dlsturbling developments in the prosecutlion of ex-r2Il
Direc torL. Patrick Gray, ex-Assistant Cirectors W. Mark rfelt
end Edward S. Miller, all charged with having authorized wlde-
spread lllegal intelligence activities. As theilr trizl is
about to begln, the Lepartment of Justlce and sources in the
intelligence community (as revealed in an article entitlsd
"Trlal of =Zx-FBI Officlals Ralses Fears Over Natlonal Security
Cata” by Nicholas Eorrock which appeared in the febraary 6,
1979 New York Times) have raised the 1ssue that this +rial
may lead to vliolations of national security. We can only
view ithls as a smokescreen, behind which 1s hidden a syste=-
matlc cover-up of massive and continuous illegal counterintel-
llgence actlivities. Why, after thousands of pages o7 flles
have been released to the defense; why, after an investigatlon
that has gone on for three years, 1s this question belng ralsed
now? It 1s clearly another instance ln a vattern of refusal
by the Lept. of Justice and the Iintelllgence community to ex-
pose 2nd prosecute those responsible for illegal activiiies.

This attempted derallzment of the trial of Gray, illler
and Felt parallels the recent statement by F38I Director
Wllliam Webster exonerating 68 agents of the F2I who were in-
vclved in 1llegal break-ins, wiretaps and mall tamperings.
Two days after the article abcut the Gray trial appeared, all
charges agalnast former ITT executi-e Robert Berellez for his
involvement in the overthrow of Chile's slected president Sal-
vador Allende wers dlsmissed by the' government for fear of
Jeapordizing "national security”. All this adds up to an
extremely dangerous situation in which the most flagrant
abuses of constitutional and human zights wlll never be alred
and prosecuted.

The Dert. of Justice, the 21 and the intelllgence
cocmunity as a whole wlsh us to belleve that those respon-
sible for the systematic illegal -activities of the past 15
years have been brought to justlce. They are atteapting to
reassure us tnat such flagrant abuses can never reoccur.
Zet thls flies in *he rface of a natiern of actions: a
massive 1nvestligation launched three years aco by the Cept.
O0f Justice has resulted in the indictments of only three
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indlvlduals, desplte the fact there is documented evideunce

of 1llegal activities, carried out by entirs squads of zagents
which were planned and authorized by high officlals including
Presldent Nixon himself. A dangerous precedent 1s telngs set:
those gullty of 1llegal break-ins, survelllance and worse will
never oe prosecuted for thelr actions.

The people of the United States nave lzarned from ths
experlence of VWatergate that only public concern and vigli-
lance can prevent the wholesale violation of political 1lib-
ertles by an unbridled intelligence apvaratus. We ss2, once
agaln, that apparatus in league with Tept. of Justice and
the press, setting the stage for the continuation of such
violations, We demand that the cover-up cease; that 1llegal
activitles be exposed to the light of day and that those re-

sponslble for 1llegeal counterintelligence activitles te fully
and vigorously prosecuted.

Emile de Antonio

¥illiam Kunstler, Esq.

Susan Kunstler, Esq.

Hon. Karen Burstein (NY State Sena

Jiargie Ratner, Zsq.

Susan V., Tipograph, Esq.

Sheila 0'Donnel, The Public Zye*

Judy Clavir '

Stewart Albert

Florynce Kennedy, Esq.

Henry di Suvero, Zsq.

Doron Weinberg, Z=sq.

Katherine Roraback, Esqg.

William Schaap, Zsq.

Ellen Ray

Frances Schreiberg, Esq.

Leonafd Weinzlass, Zsqg.

#larilyn Clement, Center for
Constitutional Rizghts, N.Y.,N.7

# Crgzanizations llsted for identification purposes only



