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Puerto Rican 

Woman 

Visits 

CHINA 

I will nover (orJ<l my first lmpoaloas In the 
People•, Republic of China IS a memb<r .of. lhe ''People' 
to .People Frielldship DelepUon" from lhe Lower East 
Side. I - in my natlft Puerto Rico. AD ofasudden,I 
started ,eeing plantations or supr cane, bonuw, yuca, 
as the clim,te of the rqlon Is 111l><roplcal. But the 
llimilarttios ended thete, 

Ufe in China Is fflY dl/fa,nt from life in Puerto 
Rico. While Puerto Rico, a small Island in the Caribbean, 
is still a colony of U.S. Imperialism, China b a nst 
country in Asia with a population or about 800 milUoo 
peopk. AD .,.,., China WOlllCII can be ,een working 
aloapicle men anll doJns aD kinds of jobs. The nadonal 
policy b IIYI women lhould work al produetlft labor 
for poy ouuide the home and lhould reccift equal pay 
for equ.al work. We saw women workin1 in the f.elib, 
dmlnc b111CS, uucks, buDdozen, wi<ldina pleb on road 
- O< partidpollng in milllla driDs. 

In the factories we obsened women worltin1 
aloopicle men on the same precision machinery with no 
appueat -don of join .,_din& 10 ,ex. In Ptkin1 
we -rioited a petro<hemical plant where we ..., Youns 
women in their 20'1 in clwp of compuun. 

But It has not alW1)'1 been Ukc thb for the Chlnne 
WOlll&Jl. Bcfa« tibendon, women had a wery tough life. 
Many families oold their daupun In mder for the 
family to be able to eal. Olher1 killed !hell daugltlm 
&fur thry were born beclule thry ""'" consldeted 
burdens. Ctrb were betrOlhed to older men and they 
-• forec<I to Ill to li,e 11 !heir In~..,, where 111,y 
became Ylrtual ,....,_ When IIDI wry youn1, pr!, had 
thell foci tlgjtdy wrapped and bn,_t unld the arch WIS 

brok.ca and the toe, tw-ned under. The result w11 a foot 
half the oornial lliu and a partly alppled woman, 

This cUllom bepn In the upper d111t1 and was a 
oymbol of rich<,, sinu only a wealthy man could afford 
111ch oconomlcally wde11 women. Unfor1una1ely, fool 
blndlnJ padually spread througlt all levels of Chlnei, 
IOCl<ly . Foot blndin1 in,ured the economic and phydcll 
depcnden.;e ol women. If I woman bcumc a widow, II 
wu unacceptable for her to remarry. 

After liberation, the lot of the Chlnts,e woman was 
impro-d with the 11.J'cJb; of. ■ penr tff"fff,.~ ~ ~ ~ 
a new marriage law wu tr.acted. This law made husband 
and wife equal In the marriage relalionship, outlowed 
dowtries and forced marriages, forbade malueatment of 
children and infanticide, permJtted divorce for women 
and pwe women property rights, 

Chinese women today haw: i beauty and radiance 
tlal comes from good health, confidence and pride. The 
clothe, thry ...., are comfor11ble and p11c1lcal. They 
_, 1on1 panll or I blue or p1y color and ample 
blouses Jn white or pastel colon. These clolhes need no 
dry cleaning or Ironing. They wear 1helr hair ellher cul 
lhort or M)ffl long In 2 heavy braids. They ftlr no 
malc<up and no wedding rings. They sre 1ddrmed u 
cornrodeo. Husband and wife 1,old publk display of 
lffectlon a Is tho Chlne,e tr■dllion . The wife b very 
dote to other women. Women openly show lhelr 

· afftetlon and frlencllhlp by ,pendln1 , 101 or time 
totother, helplnc ••ch othor, holdln& lundJ, and pulllnl 
thdr annt around nch othtJ without embarrassment. 
Men In Chlne1e culluie ate closc 100, and upreu !hell 
frlencllhlp with one anolher very openly. 

Youns people choo,e !hell marrlap portnen them­
,elm on tha basis of !evil of polilical 1wueness and 
campaUbUlly In worlclng loplher, bul nol on lhe bub 
of phyllcal beauty. 

The poup wllh whom I traveled In China w11 pest 
of the ChinJ Tmel Scrvlc,. ln every city tlul we vlsiled 
we were received by I dclcpUon of mcmbcis ~, lhe 
lr1Yel apncy which acted u our ,ulde1 and transla1on. 
We were also fortun11e to be able 10 m .. , wllh local 
leader, In ach dly or commune we ri1i1td, Ruponsiblo 
membcn of the dly gowmmenl would _, UI 11 the 
t,ain 111Uon or alrporl II we came ln. A peal m1jorlty 
of the,e people were women, whleh p,e III a aood 
opposlunlty nol only of 1alkln1 and beln1 wllh them, 
but al.lo or bcc:omln& wdl ac:qu.adntcd with wOmcn ln a 
pou1ion of leadenhlp In Chin,. 
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wdrft-oxnts lint' ior both womm •nd rnoa ~n 
Chlii.· • ., ff Jt & necnsa,y for • wom:in ta Jene her 
family, she wtJI go ahead and do U. Chinese women 
tcpualed from lhcJr families need not rear fur lhcl( 
arety. A wumaD an go anywhere alone Jn China and 
need nol rw rape, 1her1, murder or allack. We were :ihlc 
to experience 1hls in China. 'The members of 1hc croup 
wauld go walking the 1treeu cby or ni&f,1 , and 11 was 
quile a tclicr to wa.lk without feeling th:at somebody 
c:ould come a.nd sn:itch your purse or :ill:a~k you from 
behind. The only lhing Iha.I h.:ippcncd tu 1.11·w:t111~1 we 
were followed by hundreds or Chinese ;as 1hcy were 
c:urious abuut us westerners. 

Hair of China's doc:lon a.re women. Musi nursery 
and elementary school teachers arc wumcn. But even 
though Chinese women have ha.d 1hr: oppor1uni1y ur 
setting jobs In murc faclds than women in 1hc: U.S •• there 
arc still some jobs which uc rcscrwJ for women: 
Nursery and k.inderprtcn tc:achcrs f :all intu this c:itq:ury . 
In the educallonal system lhc must r,rcst~ious inJ 
hJ&hly paid Jubs arc llill moslly held by mal<s. There ate 
some Income: lncqu:alitics still exist ing. Nurses get lcu 
pay than ductor1. Kinderprlen teachers gel less p.ay 
than university teachers and kindergarten 1cachcrs :arc :all 
.vomen whUc unlvcrsily teachers arc moslly men. 

In the communes, the pay Is in work points which 
arc added up and work.en arc paid in ca.sh :at 1hr: cnJ of 
the year. Each rcrson sets a specified number of work 
polnl1 a day, dcptndin& on his ur her S1rcn11h, skill, 
lrlinln&, ycan uf previous work ancl pulilical allituJcs. 
The pay fur , min tends to be I ur 2 poinls hichcr than 
for a woman. Because men still havt more yc:an uf 
experience and murc training than women who were not 
allowed to wurk outside the home before lihcraliun, lhis 
pay dlffercnllal will rtmaJn al lcilSI un1II the wo,kcrs arc 
111 women anJ men who bepn workin& .irtcr libcntiun . 

In the cilies, women Fl maternity leave or SO 10 
56 days from wmk for chi1Jhir1h a.nil rcc:uptrtllon . 
They SCI full pay durln11ha1 limo, bul If Ibey live In lho: 
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• Th< New Rrvenue Act (P.l' 

9~-178) allows women In deductions 
for hou1<k<rpini and chlld car,, U • 

ptnSt"S. You can now claim up to 
S400 r,r month for ocrvices provided 
In your home. For t<rvices outside tho 

home. you can claim up lo S200 -
(S300 for two dopcndents· $400 for 
thtto or mar,,.), Howevor, 

0

no ·d•duc­

tion • •OI be pcnnit1<d for payments 10 

a person whci is r,,ial<d to tho Ill• 
pay,r or dopondenl by blood or mar­
riqo. I 

Tho crisis in unemploymonl in the 

U.S. hits womon the hard<sl accordina 

to go,..rnmonl data for 1972. Those 

stllistics show ■.n averqc adult male 

jobless rat• of 4.S'A>. but the fomale 

ralo i, 1.2'A,. For black womon this 

umemploymonl rat< ris,s to I0.6'A,. 

Even tho1< "official" f,iuru don't toll 

tho whole story since those figure, do 

nor reflect pooplo who havo given up 

lookina for a job because there simply 

aron't any available. These pcoplo 

aren't even counted 1mon1 the un­

employed. 

Portuguese c:olonialistJ In Africa 

claim to havo killed ei&ht Cubans who 

were fJ&htina with the liberation for• 

ocs in Guinea-Bissau nur the Scno­
plcoe border. 

Tho strike apirnt Farah Slade, stiU 

a,ntinucs. These Chicano workers a.re 

frghtina not only for union rocosni· 

tion but for disnity as a people and 

for tho right to livo a decent life free 

from racist opprossion and job oxploi• 
tation. A nationwide boycotl of Farah 

pantJ is in effect and everyone is 

encou~ to amst thC5C c:oura,eous 
brothers and si,ters by rofusinJ to 

buy Farah products. Fmh has ropor­

tcdly lost moro than S8. million since 

thc_~trike 1;,cpn. 

~~V~VM,\S,ffVVVVVV~ 
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BRIEFS 
Delfina Bu11oa, a 68 year old wo- The African liberation Support 

man held without charJCS In Bolivian tommlllee b plannln1 demonstrations 

prisons since April, 1972 has been In al least IS U.S. cities on May 26, 

released and deported 10 Mexico. Sh• 1973 • African liberation Day. By that 

sufferod intense lnterroption and tor- , tbne, they hope to have raised 

ture during her incarceration durlna $40,000 lo donate lo the liberation 

which three of her ribs wero broken. atruglos ltklns place in Southern 

•She was finally freed following an Africa. Cities planning African libera-

international campai&n 0111nlzed !Ion Day actions Include New York, 

around her ca~. San Francisco, Los Angeles, Houston, 

It 

An Amerilian women's del<&ation 

has roturned from a friendship visit to 
the Peoples Republic or China. The 

delegation included several third 

world women and they had the oppor­

tanity to meet and talk to Chinese 

women in their visits lo a colton mill, 

a small parts factory, a maternity 

hospital, the Central Institute fo; Min­

ority Nationalities and Tsinghua Uni­
versity. 

Atlanta, Washinston, D.C., Philadel• 

phla, Boston, Jackson, Mississippi, 

Newark, Chica10 and Detroit. last 

year ovor 60,000 people of African 

descent were Involved. The coordina­

tors have invited other people of color 

lo participate and expect a much 
laraer turnout this vear. 

• 
The fisht for honest' democratic 

unionism and for a fair shake from 

International Harvester Co. is continu- · 

ina in Chicago. Recently International 

Harvester got a government order to 

hire 100 women at its Melrose, IILinois 

Sc:i'ora babel Restr.po,\ d.~ Tona, plant .... When the first woman, a Black 

mother of Columbian sucnlllj prie1t. sister, came lnto department S7 she 

Camilo Torres who was killed while . was &iven a laborer's Job P11shing a 

fishtina in the rank, or lhc Nationil Jade .. tacker. The sister in self-<lefense 

liberation Anny of Columbia (ELN) asked .to.go home early tho first day. 
But the foreman throatened to fire 

died in Havana on the mornina of her. The men in department S7 held a 

January 14 as a result of a heart little meeting and told the foreman, 

ailment. Senora Restrepo was 76 years " If sh_ e goes; we so!" 
old and a finn supporter or the 
rovolutionary ideas held• by her son. 

She had been livin& in Cuba since 
1969. 

Local 099, Dru& and Hospital 

lion and Welfare has propo,,d tennln• 

it1n1 federal aupport for aocial aer• 

vices (day caro centers) to workin& 

mothers who earn aalaries more than 

one-third higher than their ,tale's 

official po"'rtY level. · In New York 

State II many as half the 34,000 

workin1 mothers now usin& centers 

for their children would be above the 

SS,400 maximum that would rosull if 
the proposals were implemented. Over 

1,000 demonstrators marched in front · 

of the Federal Buildina or HEW ln 

New York City to protest those out­

ra1eous cutbades. Many mothers said 

they would have to go on welfare if 

their day-<are aervices were tennin­
ated and praised the centers where 
children are taken care of while 
parents work u ulifeur,r.a." 

The U.S. District Judge in Pen.a- ' 

cola, Florida has denied defense mo­
tions to dismiss cha11es that seven 

members of Vi,tnam Veterans Asainst 

the War and one supporter had con­

,'Pind to bomb the Republican Na­
-lional Convention last.summer. 

1t 
A hfsh'<aaldng delept1on trom 

Uganda is presently in the United 

States to recruit Afro-American pro­

fessionals to come and fill Jobs bcin& 
vacated by whites in Uganda. Callins 

it a "white conspincy lo paralyze tbe 

smooth workutc of the country and to 

force a change in government." Mr. 

Kironde, Uganda's Minister of Plan• 

ning and Economic Development, said 

the exodus or Europeans and Cana­
dians holdina top posu in that 

counuy will not deter them from 

puttina their economy finnly in the 
hands of Africans. Uganda cannot fill 

the positions with hot own nati<:IAals. 

he said and is lookin& to Black 
America IQ rally to her rescue. 

• 
An invitation has gone oul to work• Workers Union became the fmt union 

ets to participate In a conference for lo represent any of the Columbia• The American Telephone and Tele-

unity in the stru&&Je apinst racial .Presbyterian Medical Center's work- sraph Co. (AT & Tl, in a deal with lhe 

polariution which will take place on en in New York. local 1199 already Equal Employment Opportunities 

Saturday and Sunday, April 14 and IS, repJesents S0,000 workers in New Commission, ,agreed during the wt 

1973 at tho Hotel Diplomat, 108 West York's voluntary hospitals, tho m~or- _ week in January, to pay SIS. million 

43rd Street, New York City. The lty of whom are Black and Puerto -in bade pay to women and minority 

conference is beina sponsor.d by ran~ Rican employees who do the dirties\ males against whom it has been dis-

and file workers from lonphoro; and lowest paid hospital tasks. Unlo" criminatina for yean. In addition, the 

buildina trade,, auto and transit. Fur- orpnizen ran into a lot of anti-unlo" siant utilities «lmpany will pay S23. 

thcr infonnallon can be obtained propapnda and delay by the hospital ·· · million in raises to these same empioy-

f rom FIGHT BACK, I East 12Sth In the process of 1etti1t1 the elecllorr ees. •. .Predictably, David K. Easlide, I 

Street, New York City (Tel. 831~561), date set, but Presbyterian worken saw an· AT & T vice-president, announced 

or the Rank and File Commillec, sn ·uiroush this and vot~l for. a •beiter that the bade pay and increased wases 

Nostrand. Avenue, Broo~lyn, NY. future for themselves •\Id ihoi( f>.;,·i:,;: were "costs or doin& business that the 

!Tel. 622-4819). lies on March Isl. , · :·· · ·publi~ will ultimately have to pay." ,---~-----:-~-:.:~~------
S~bs~r• b~ :1'ow ! 

...: : ~ : . . . .,.· .. -: :: . 

sa.oo & y1ar (I111tltutlou) 

$2.50 Additional outaid• u. a. 
City I Stata, _____________ _ 

Zlp Cod,, _______________ _ 

Son4 liub. .to '!bird World WOMn'a Allh11c1, 346 I. 20 StNat, ~- York, N.Y. 10011 ----~-~----------
a ; k 
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ao 1"Y .... hot SO 4.,-. 1111teml1y lone. WI Wffl .......,_,,,_ Thty can haft III abortion on dtmu,d In 
--' that If tlloy ...._. ~ dmq that - !hoy" Iha dty or In Iha countryllclo. Tho operation II doM 
-W Ill It without qutltloll rrorn tho ~ Wllfn llftly ti no <'OIi In a hoopl1al or a cllnlc Birth cor,trol 
f..t. I■ t11o ...... ..,.-, lhlQp tnOft mon llowl)' than dnbt .,. 1nlllblt 1i Ill pl,c.._ China .,.~ .... 111 own 
Iha dllll. 1ffllon of tho pGI. If I woman hut c11mcu11 Pfopw,cy 

n.. an only 15 - out or 170 memben of lhl t111 ally olT work far ·an unlimited ltnph or llmt 
lho Contnl OommlttN or tht Communist l'arty or without loa of poy. They uaualy recelft 901' or tholl 
Oda■• Slnct tho Clilhlrll ltnolutlca lhtn hu - • ftlW-lr aawy. We ,..,. told th.or women ntftr ,,_ u,y . 
dram■llc · rllt In tho n1nbet ol"women deleptn to •nlorlty or be tholl jobs In China beea111t of bttr1n11 
•tlonal canr.,__ I mnernbet tho - mmibtn child. 
of tho ltnohrtlanay Comm1ttoo In Shansfw. They wen lnf111u from 6 -kl up to II months are cued for 
dedicated, hippy people. 'Ibey_. a modtl of what• In "fftdlnl atallons", • pltce that 111.,.,, t mother to bt 
lbentod wom111 CUI bt lib: nluad--<Oftlldtnt- cloot to her chlld Ill day IOtll, 11nco II II located In tho 
pn,ductlft and • pie-, to b■ with. place when rht _kl_ She II pffn time olT dwin& tho 

Tht am- ..,.,.,_, -- tuly ffllt· !ay to bn111 fotd her btby or hold hlln or play. Whtn 
rlqea. In .,..m,.n11on llmol, chld mamasa wen tho chlld FOWi older, he b tr111aftrred to I nunery In 
- 111d tom--,. pis of'ton hid babies. Befort the the n•llhborhood when the funDy Jlffs. FunDiea who 
cl.Jtunl Rnolutlon lht ... ..,. tnlfflllO ... for womm haft • .,-andmother 1.Mn1 with, 111111Dy lt1ft the!, 
w'u 18. It Im oow rllen to 23. In tho dtln,11 b hllhtt chlldrtnln her cue. Ptoplt are not forc,ed to tau tholl 
Ihm ID tho countryade. ~ b now lnfnquent dllldrtn to chlld-caro canten. The chDd cue fldlltlts are 
beco1M It b -..,S. dMded Into J leftb: fHdlns ltttlons, nur11rta for 

. ltcNahold tab an done fflOltly by tht women. 
0ocul-1Jy ........ - that ffllO pl1dl In tnd coot 
-.1n Sillll we 'llllted thl --t of I Mooltm 
couple. Husb■nd and wife hid dllTerent work shllls,'eo 
they lltl'mlted doial lht houa -_ The eoc:ltly ha 
done - thlnp to lllmate lht work of tho womm. 
Thm .,. canteens In the fldorlt1 where the worktn 
and their funlles 111 . ...,._ factories operato on J 
lblfts, mtrbts .,. Opttl 24 howl I day lo facllltall 
~ - In K_,,..- wt Ylsiled an open mltktt 
....,. .,. 11W prei-ftd food th.at people cari buy and 
tab It home. AD they haft to do Is warm It up and eat 

· IL 
Wornffl lum about funDy plann1na from their 

chlldren from II months to JK yun, klnderprttn for 
.,., JK to 7. Putnu usually poy 10 to 11 yuan t month 
for chllll can (2 yuan eqllll 1pproalm1tely SI). This 
money b for food, and b about whit II would cost for 
lht chlld ft, ttt It home. Tht children pl J hot mnl,. 
day and 4 If lhty ally loncer. If I chlld b ,t<k, thtH II 1 

fuD tlmt nuno on hind and tho chDd b ,,.1ted In 1 

lptclll bolatlon room. or coune, If lht lllnt• II •rlous, 
t doctor b called and lhe chDd b transferred to t . 

hospital. All this hetlth care II fm. 0..mlp,t f1cWtlt1 
.,. Ill<> 1ftlllble 11 chlldim canten. A email per .. ~t1p 
of couples In the cities le1N lhelr children 11 the 
ltlndtrprten nlsht and day durln1 lhe work WHk, 

Ybltln1 them oce111onally but only tlkln1 them homt on 

F.-:~( ) 
~-· y 

1M pa~u•· and on -k•ndl. ChDdnn ol\a, 
day Oftmlcflt tr ont mtrnbtr of tho cllupll worb • 
....,., oHft 111 factory or JI tho ptffllla ..... a .... , ... 
ind lhtrf b no ona to Witch lhe chlldun 11 home. 
~ wrltlnp of Chtlrmln Mto ,1,.. that women 

CUI do whlllftr men can. Tht CIIIIM• ptt1plt btlleft 
that women .. for the mott port equal to men 10 Oftr 
China. In lhtlr .tcw, whltlftr lntqllllldn trw left art 
not fflljor ona,, tnd wlll be Oftrcomt Ftd111Dy by 
educadon. penutdon and prlctice . rr t hlllbtnd oom• 
plaint tbout his wife", nepect of h01111hold chorn 
btc11111 she b ln"°"'d In her work, ha II tncour1pd by 
his coworktn to ltudy Chllm,-, M10'1 thoust,t. Tht 
hulband and children ~r lht funly tn ttup,t to rhan In 
tht hoUNwork and theutual nlult It th.at tht womtn can 
continue unhlndtftd In her work and lttdtnhlp poll· 
lion. Whllt eome husbands may Just 11and toldt tnd let 
their wtvu try thlnp on their own, othtn mey actutlly 
he1p them. If a coworker treats a woman condetctn­
dlniJy on the job, ht Is lectured on the teachlnp of 
Chllnnan Mao by h11 ce>-worl<en. Chlnt11 - find 1 
a,pport In their environment for -klna oew role, 111d 
rnponslbWtlll . 

Chairman Mao uy1 rhlt -.en hold half lhl *Y 
In China, but he tdch that they haw to conquer It too. I 
hlN no doubl that Chlne1t women will b■ obit ro 
a«ornplldl thb Int not too dllbnl futurt. . 

Chlnnt women, Pfoudly 1tandln1 "1oulder to 
lhouldtr with mm, a,. mokln1 1ure that liberation 11 
workln1 for lhem and ore contrlbutlna to the buUdlns 
and con,trucllon of eoclllilm In the Peuple', Republic of 
China. Ir , .. m, that the days of the "feudol nmnonu" 
■rt numbered . 

by 
GENOVEVA CLEMENTE 

'le( 'em eat less, 
says President Nixon. 

'Let ii cost less,' 
say us consumers. 

Defeat Nixon's 
High Price Gouge! 

E3 
p: ()OWN: 

\</AH, 

The Americon consumer hu begun to soy "no" in 
the most forceful terms to the incredible ri,c in food 
prices under the Ni,on Administrotion. A l<~al meat 
boycott for the first week in April hos been declared 
by consumer ~roups across the land. The boycott 
makes a virtue or a necessity, for in trulh, meat hu 
become a luxury item for working people. 

While all food prices have been soarin~. meat hu 
l,it all-time records, with beef and pork cul, up fn,m 
20 to 40% in the hl>t ycu-and still climbing. S111c­
ments like, "The rise in food prices is near the end," 
by chief Nill<>n economist Herbert Stein, sound swpl­
ciously like Hoover's " Prosperity is just 1.r011nd the 
COIDCr," 

'The boycott dcmaml, an immcdi•tc frcc,.c on meat 
prices at no higher than the December 1972 level, a 
Congressional invcsti~ation <>f food prica, the n:pcal 
<>f limits on meat import•. and a temporary embargo 
on the uport or scarce foods. Tell Ni•on you're fed 
up: Don't buy meat from April 1-7! 



Angela Dt is Raps W1J- li 

~..,../ mfflll>fft of tht T1rlrd World 

k'omt• \ Allla•rt Md •• oppor111nt1y to talk 

,.,It~ A•I'• Dffu o• • ,ari,ty of fOpla tMt 

-" from poUtlCIII pruo•m and l•CMUl"I 

rq,rusloo In 1•11 a,""try to probltms of 

" " '"'" ~ lilun,/10,r. A ont'llour lnttTVlew 

,~rrW l•to • fo llNIOw rap so11lo,r. It wo11ld 

bt lmpoulb/e to nprodurt ,lht ••tin con,.,,... 

tlo• •' o•• tlmt ,o wt /ta~ dtcldtd to pick 0111 

-.,.,11a, "~ romldtr tht 1"011 lmj:,ortant points 

a,,o-,d and do • ,ma of 1Utlc/a. 

'IWWA: Then: wen certain lenist groups that 

ane very ac:tin in the New York area that wen 
noticeably abtent from {he orpnwng meeting 

to esliblish the United Committee to Defend 

Political Prioonen. Tilis leads us to belieY< that 

the sectarianism which exists in this ,:.,unity is 

•till ""'Y very much of a problem and is a very 
active force. 

What kind of- steps do you -... be inc taken 

to eliminate this within this countty when on an 
international level this IJll!ment is being even 

more exac:erbated7 Espeaally when Mlional 

groups in this country line up along inter­

Mtionalist lines and refuse lo associate with 

each o ther. They do not lake the position of say 

the Cubans or the Korearu that they"willlnot 

en,a.a,gc in an open debate on this issue (i.c: the 

Cllina-SOviei ideolocical debate) and that's u 
.true of the U.S. Communi.il Puty u it is of 

other left groups. · 

ANGELA: I think apin that ii will be demon­

.lln~ through conaete practice that those 

p-oups who refuse to unite around say, the issue 

(!f the . war, ~ issue of fm,ina political prison­

en .- will just not be in the mainstream of 

·prosressi.., dewelopments in this country. II WIS 

inlerestina, · as I said before, that even pan• 

Afric:anisl orpnizati011J and groups han ex­

pressed a desire to affiliate with a Mtional 

Defense Orpnization. Why is that7 They saw 

that they don't ha.., much support and then 

'they saw bow the ma...ment around my free­

dom CfflCl1e(I and bow it was pos:,;ible to aate 

such • musive lhina- · 

They saw the correctness o f the approach 

that we took lhrouch our practice. And they 

saw the need for unity of all kinds of progressiye 

forces in order to aate the kind of pressure 

that led to my freedom and that can push back 

the tide of repression. And those who refuse to 

see that are not strong enough to completely 

disrupt the emergence of that movement. They 

just won' t be that sisnificant. . 

lWWA : But tliey don' t oeem to be withering 

away and dying off the vine either. For cum pie, 

the Black Muslims are very strong and that 

~ms to be picking up . . 

ANGELA: That's the Muslims and that's true, 

_but they don' r participate , they aren't politically 

active in the sense that other aroups are politi' 

cally active so they are more or less isolated. 

Except that the paper (Muhammad Spealu) 

for instance_,covered my case and the Soledad 
Brothers cue. 

TWWA: But the paper is different from the 

organization. It is more or less Independent In 1 . 

certain sen,e. As a matter of fact, some of their 

major joW1111i.iu aren't ...,n Muolims. 

ANGEU: I am aware or the relationship 

between the poper and the organization. But on 

the other hand, lhrouah the poper IIJJC numbers 

or Muslims wen politicized and came out. In 
San Jose there were a number of Muslim sisters 

and brothers who participated and they didn' t 

do it u an orpnlqtlon and group, but they did 

it because they had been reached. You hne 

problems like that I know. 
Let me try to narrow It down to a apecific 

laue. Let'a take the case. of Billy Dean Smit\,. 

Then were some left groups.µltrdeftlst groups 

In California who Insisted that they wanted to 

1 ... d the campaign for hil .freedom, The position 

they took was that Billy Dean Smith wu 
probably Innocent, but mn If he had killed 

tho1e offic:era, he wu correct. 
Most of their Uterature concenlrllted on the 

need to supp0rt fnuina•-
( Editor, Not(: Fru1-

1tna "'"""' blowtn, "I' your own offlctr(1J 

US111Jlly by mmns of • trtllllllt. Durln, tht 

Vitt Mm War, this bta,mt a 1trlous problem and 

tht Army 1w admltttd that 011tr JOO fraaltJV 
took plart.) . 

Who an you reach with that kind of 

literature? It WIS somethins that j ust remained 

within their aroups and their orpnlzatlons and 
didn't reach anyone else. And they refused, of 

courie, to participate in any kind of broader• 

movement. But when we bepn to work around 

Billy Dean Smith's case, and of coune It WIS a 

.short period of time • only a few months during 

the summer • but I lot of people bepn to relate 

and sent telearuns to the Commanding General 

and letters and -, forth. What I'm trying to say 

is that the work that W1Sidone)uound his case in 

terms of building a mass movement had some 

impact on the outcome of the trial ; whereu th• 

work they did wu just so totally insignificant. 

The same thing is happening unfortunate!> 

around Ruchell's case. And it's aeated a dif• 

ficult situation. 

1WWA: Isn't it the political prisoner himself, 

· lhouch, who has some say about the kind of 

groupa that support him? CiY<s an O.JC. to those 

groups 'Who put out that kind of line that . 

aliena~? ' 

ANCEi.A: Not always. There were aroups put• 

tin& out that kind of a line around my case, too, 

in the early stages. It's true to an extent: but the 

character of the movement of courie is goina to• 

be directly related to what eoes on in the 

· courtroom. And you can't have a defense, 1 

political mus defense which i.in't at the same 

time reflective in the way the trial unfolds. 

'IWWA: One problem we 1ee arlsins thouab, ls 

that often 10me people mo-,e not exactly way 
ahead of people, but 10metimes acts have to bt 
explalned to masses of people ·rm4 then they · 

become aware of the lesitimacy of those acts. 
For example, duriri1 the whole siHn nion­

ment In the South during the sixties, Jt WIS 

apinst the law. But people took the conscious 

decision to 10 apinst the low. When the 

1truqles went down in terms of the.courtroom, 

In terms of the mw movement', It WIS around 

the right notto obey certain la't'S that they felt 

were incorrect. Perhaps fhat WIJ a little easier to 

deal with. . 

But what we have in Black history are 

numerous examples of this tactic. The entire 

Underground: Railroad opention prlor·to thi 

Civil War was I totally llllcit movement. Harriet 

Tubman WIS the biaest lawbreaker of her time. 

She', the epitome or it. The Fugitive Slan Law 

made It I crillll' to usist run ... way slaves, but 

Haniet and her colleques consciously chose to 
break the law llecause they felt the law WIS itself 

a aime apinst humanity. The numero1a slave 
·revolts also fall Into tliiJ category. 

And today, some people feel that aome­

tll11es when certain acts are committed which are 
definite political acts, even though they are 

apinst the law, that theae are justified and 
should be defended _u such. : · 

ANGELA: But how do you present it? That's in 
important question. U you think back to the 

statement that Eldridge Oeave~ made about 2 

yean ago in which he said that there shouldn't 

be a movement around me bacause. I wu onJy 

charged with supplYinll the weapons and that 

Ruchell wu the one who should be defended 

beau,e he picked up alms the way all Black 

peoP.le should lake up arms and kill all the pip., 

I mean O.K. Now around the same time, or 

shortly after that I wrote an article for Ebony 

Magazine and • larae part of that article dealt · 
with Ruchell's case. 

What I attempted to do WIS first of~ 

talk about Ruchell u I clusical example of the 

way Black people ha'" been railroaded lhrouch. 
the courts and prison. I P"" somelhina about ' 

his history in l.oulsiana, having beenmested and 

convicted of rape at the qe of 14 and then 

having been convicted of • $10 purchase of 

~uan.a. And • kidn.ppina charge because it 

involved driving • car with bis brother for 1 

bloc,!<, Then jwt showinc the way in which they · 

systematically railroaded him into prison. He's 

spent over half his life in prison. 

And then talkina about the conditions 

wi\tiin prison, lllkin& about the strugies that 

7 
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Third wc;•ld Women's l lliance 

Ruchcll himoelf 'had participated In, ffl>und 

att•ml'llna to expose tho ltlllina of Fred Billinp­

ley shortly befon, IA\111111 7th . .\nd autina the 

bacqround 10 that people undmtand how he 

had been forc,ed Into a aituation where he felt 

tbat thCR WU no other alt¥mative but to .., ... 1,. 
ln turns of the case ittelf, Ruchell takes a 
position that he d id no~ lclll the Judae. He takes 

the position that they had no Intention of Ir.Olin& 
anyone during the process of that n,bcllion, but 

that the rua.nls did the killing. 

. And durin1 my trial a suard 
from San Quentin testined and we asked him 
what the policy of San Quentin is with n,spect 

to escape. The rua.nl aid that they have 

instructions not to allow the taking of any 

hosia,es whether they'n, judaes or D.A.'s or 

whether they' n, childn,n. They have the instruc­

tion to prn-cnl escapes by iny n.eans necessary. 

If you unfold it in that way, then that creates 

the possibility for masses of people 10 under• 

stand why it wu that RucheU Ma.ace assumed 

that stance. And it's not just sayina Ruchell is a 

rnolulionary, he shot off a judae's head , right 

on. Because people qn't relate to that. When­

e\'ff I've talked abo11t Ruchell, rve talked about 

it within the con\cxl or the ri&lit or slaves to 
rebel against their slave masters, which is what 
he talks a.bout, tho right to n,bel . But you have 
to explain that, I think, in the context of sayi111 

that people may not asree with what he did . 

Durin&· slavery people didn't necessarily 

qrce that slave revolts were the path to libera· 

tion. ln fact, a lot of people during that period 
·who defended the right or slaves to revolt would 

not have attempted to build a movement around 
lbft -.evotti s!Jnply- because of the balance of 

power wu so srcat at that time that there was 

no possibility of organizi111 any kind of massive 

mo"'ment a.mo111 slaves because or the isolation 
and the conllitions. But yet and still, who 

wouldn't defend the right or Nat Turner and 

Denmark Vesey, of any slave to rise up apinst 
their mGters? · 

Tbe important thin& is how you present 

this to the~ er t>COPle. And that's definite• 

ly the · way the case bas to be presented • 

Ruc:bell's cue. Onl> or the lhinas that I've 

mentioned on a number of occ:asiona is a 
statement made by one of the juron in my own 

case. This was a man, a white man from the 

South, with a military bocqround who had 
been in the navy I think, for yean and yean and 
bad pown up in totally racist surroundings. He 

Did that be learned 10 much about the brutality 

of pruon life in California that he fell that had 
be been in Rucbell's aituation, be would have 

done the same thirw. And certainly, had he been 

chosen to serve on Ruchell's jury, be would have 

taken a very strong stance apinal his conviction. 

I think that if you can reach somebody tike that, 

then ii shows that if you have the norrect 

approach you can reach many people. I believe 

· that if it bad been possible to build ,a mw 

mowema,t ffl>und Rucbell, and there are a lot or 

problems which unfortunately arose, and I'm 

not sayina that I believe be will be a>nvicted 

now, but I believe that his case Is a case that 

c:ould be won in the a>urtroom. 

TWWA: b there a point where you have say two 

&iw:n political prisonen who may have commit• 

led very sirniw acts and one picture you m;,ht 

really be able lo draw a picture of their 

individllll oppression and why they 1101 to that 
point . And another prisoner the act wu just 11 

justified, but you can'! draw that Ir.ind or 

picture, you have to really come in on what !he 

act wu and justify Iba!. sayina . why the act wu 

correct . Or a point where your only hope is to 

raise people's consclousne,s around the justlfi• 
ation of the act. 

ANGELA: The problem is that when we' re 

talking about building a mass movement for the 

freedom or political prisoners, I think fin! or ail 
we're talkina very seriously about freeing who­

ew:r the .sister or brother is. And we're talking 

about freeinlt whoever the sister or brolher is. 

And we're talking about freeing thlt polillcal 
prisoner by usin& a mass '!J'Clrt-!l'i~!!,t to exert 
presaure on the judicial system. Now If we start 

with that premise, then !hat establishes the fact 

that a certain kind or stance, a ,tance of victory 
has to be assumed within the courtroom and 
outside the courtroom as wdl. 

The problem is, how can a lawyer go into a 
courtroom given the present character or the 

judicial system and say that MHnd= did what 

be was accused of" a~d what we're going to do is 
prove in the courtroorfi that he had a right to do. 

that? You have to ask fint of all whether that's 

feasible. If you take another aituslion, if say the 

;ituation of Puerto Rican nationalists. Then· l 

lhinlr. that it's possible to build a defense on the 
international right to engaae in armed strugle 

apinsl a colonial oppressor. 

But even so, if that stance is assumed in a 
courtroom In this country today, I think that 

It's almost inevitable !bat there will be some 

kind of conviction unless by some freak there is 

a totally sympalheti~ jury or some sympathizcn 

on the jury. If you look at any political cases in 

countries where revolution bas emeried, take 

Al&eril for Instance where there were all kinds 

of political trials durina the course or the 

Alaerlan revolution. They took-the position that 

they Ir.new fin! or all that they were In the 

courtroom of the enemy, the French oppn,ssor. 

There was virtually no hope at all that they were 

aoina to be set free, so they used the a>urtroom 

11 an an,ni of sir.Se, within that warlike 

aituation. 
They ·were in the· midst or war and they 

continued to r1J)l1 that war In the courtroom, 

but with no Ulusions about the fact that they 

were 10in1 to set rreed . I think that we have to 

think about all of these thinp when we speak or 

the need lo build a movement to rree political 

prisoners. This isn' t to say !bat it's not possible 

lo admit that a penon bas done somethlna and 

bas committed the act with which they are 

charaed and can't be free, You have the case or 

James Johnson in Detroit who killed two white 

foremen in a Chryslu plant. His plea WH not 

1uilly by reason ol' insanity. II was a very special 

kind or Insanity plea thouah. Bec:iuso his point 

was that the condilions, the racist condition, in 
!he Chrysler plant had dri""n him to a point or 

des~ration. 
He was found not suilly by reason or 

insanity and that was as a result of the move­
ment built up around his case. The jury was 

taken to the plant :and they SJW the conditions 
there. He was put in an institution. but he cm 
be released 1fta ,,x.months. There w.as o simiJ.Jr 
cue ln Arlanta. A sister by the name or Emffy 

Butler. 
Emily Butler worked al the Atl•nla Inter• 

nal Revenue Service Bureau where she did 
socrelarial work. She's a 25-year old Black 
woman who had complained foravcrylong time= 
that she was a spe:dal t:ariet of rJciJt in­

timidation and about attempts to har-Jss ~r by 

her superiors who uc all white. Shc•s never bei:n 

promoted even though she was just as skilled os 

the white worken were. 
In May she had a very intenso confront•· 

lion with two or the while forewomen. She 

became very upset, she aot • sun and she shot 

both of them. Now one or them wa., ju,1 

wounded very slightly; the other one dic-d two 
months later. She had been arrested and released 

on bond. She had been charaed with a'Oiu.all. It'• 
not clear whether the woman who died lwo 

months after the shootinc aclu.ally died as as 

mull or the shooting. However, Emily Butler 

was charaed with murder in July. 
Her trial wu held towards the end or 

October. She was convicted and sentenced to 

life. We were under the impre5.<ion that the trial 

was aoinc to be postponed for a while, but the 

authorities really pu•hed ii. I don't know the 

lawyer that well; but I don't think tho! he did a 

1ood job of setting it poslponc-d. We h•d done 

some thlnp around her """"· I went down 10 

Atlanta and held i press c-onfcrenc-c and spoke 

to the mus media. We were bc-.inning to put oul 

some literature and do some work around her 

and suddenly she aels convicted without anyone 

really knowins what's coin& on. There's• 1roup 

in Allanla ri1ht now that i< workin& on an 

appeal. It's pretty sure Iha! lhc conviction is 

1oin1 lo be reversed on appc•I. but th•t mean., 

that there'll have lo be • n:ally m"-«iv,: kind of 

mow:ment in order for it to have some effect. 

contlned next paac 



Chinese Vl,men Achievi 

Economic Independence-

! 
Woma, ,i,o,ton with babies wnp­

ped In capos. or leedina childti,n heavi• 

I)• clad ... inst the cold of a February 

momina, bepn to arri"" at a Pekina 
nqhbow-hood factory around 7:3Q. 

Dtpositina their charses at • nunery 
oullide. they went into the ,ljumber 

Oqe Tnnsistor Equipment Factory. 

In the nunery the older children 

..,.. -led arow,d small tables, mun­

china mat pies and w1Shina them 
clown with aoup. Outside, an amplifier 

carried mlllic: and "One, Two, Three, 

Four"; the women worlcen were do­

Ina their marnin& exen:ues In the 
factory compound. The bell l'llll 118 

and they streamed into the factory to 

besin the day's wotk. 
Uk• most neipbourhood factories 

In Olina, this transistor eqllipll!enl 
factory b located amid homes. Most 
of the wotken an, former housewiYa; 

the factory is located II their ""'Y 

dooNteps. Worl<ina molben an, si""n 
lime olT lo nune their babies twice 1 

day dur;n& wotk hours. 
The factory WIS lllrted by aome 

housc,wiw,s and other people In 1958 

when an upslUJ< look place in Olin■'• 

IOCiaful constniction. Inspired by the 

Party's call' for each and every one lo 

lend a hand in addin& bric:Ju and tiles 

in buildin& the nw>Sion of socialism, 

these women put up I worbbop in 1 

runsh■ cl<le shed with the encoUR1C­

men1 of their nei&hbourhood com• 

minee. They surted by m■Jr.ing steel­

yard• and rep1irin1 wei&bina 
machines. M production expanded, 
the factory srew and now is housed in 

oevenl buildinp. It tums out auto­
m1t ically<:011trolled dilTusion fur­
naces 1-1 for the transistor industry, 

J)as:ood . in wort-<ables and other 
sopllisticaled equipment . The factory 

bas built its first dectro<arcliop'apb 

machines for hospital use. It bas now 
a labour force of 360. Seventy percent 

an, ,women.! Six of the nine people on 
the factory's revolutionary comminee 

are women. 

1bc factory is a l)'lllbol of ■elf 

reliance. Many of the machin.. useci 
wa-e built by the wotkon themadwes. 

ANGELA ••• 

The workforce WIS tnlned on the 

job. Headina one of the work.shops Is 

1 33-yeu-old woman named W■na 
Chln-tsai, 1 former housewife and 1 

mother of thRe children. She was • 
peasant before she came to Pekin& to 
live with her husband , ■ lathe pper■tor 
In a pump factory · 011 ,,lhe', dly'a 

outskirts. Her younaest chlld Is In the 

factory nunery;'a stone's throw from 

her house, and hii · mot~er take, hlrr 

home at the end of her 8-ho'ur shlO. 
. The child Is pro.Id~' ,;;Ith thRe 

'llholesome meals a day in the nursery. 

Half of 'the day-cue fee is bome by 
the factory. The remainder plus food 

costs the mother only nine yuan and 

comes lo around eiJJ,t percent of the 
family's total monthly' income. 

Wana Chln-tsai'• two older children 

■nend a nealby primary ,chool, and 
they come lo have their noon meab 
with mother at the factory canteen. 

lier two yoWller children were 
taken care of by the nunery durina 

the day when they were infants 10 the 

mother could work. She put each 
child Into the day nunery after an 
8-week paid maternity leave. "The 

inunery has taken a aood part of the 

burden of childcare off my shoulden, 

&lvina me time lo concentnte on my 

work and study," 11.ld Wana Chln-ual. 

She started worklna in the·tnnsb• 

.tor equipment facl~ty In 19.~4 soon 

after the birth of her aecond child. In 

1965 teaciim' and "itudenll of 

Tain&bua Unlvenlty : worked out the 

blueprint for a diffusion furnace, and· 

lri■Fproduclion WIS assigned 10 this 
neiahbourhood factory The univer­
sity trained many _,r !1ie workers, 

including Wana Chin-tw. She kept the 
baby In the nunery while she WIS 

away al the uni .. rsity durina the day. 

With only two yean or seboollna, she 

found it hard al r1r11 to loam. Study­
in& diligently, sne was able 10 read 
blueprints and acquired the neoelll.f) 
technique at the end of I two-month 

lnlnin& period. 
Aided by unlvenily 1ludenls and 

professor,, the worten built the dlf­
f uslon furnace. 

Today Wang Chln·lu.l he■dJ 1 

.workshop that tests and adjusts these 
furnaces. She is given half I day off 

:<very week lo ■llend a lechnlcal class 

In her factory. Afler comina home in 

1he evenlna, her husband helps her 

"With the mathematic leaons and they 

aludy Chalrman Mao's phll05ophical 

writinp toaether. Both share the 

household chores when they are orr 

on Sunday, and _they ~i~ally 

take the children to the cinema. 

-;. The socialist system bas opened up 
vast job opp0rtunities for C~ 

women. ln some major cities, the 

najorily of women under 45 work in 

aovernment offices, modem stale­
owned factories, service trades or 

neiahbourhood factories like the one 

in which Wang Chln-tu.i works. This 

puts them on an equal foolin& eco' 

nomically with their husbands and 
enables them to contribute lo buildina 
socialism' In Cl!ina, 

'JWWA: On the buis of some provocation or 

on the basis · of a plea of insanity 1i1cc the 

Johnson cue in Detroit? 

Black people who worked . there were lnli!l>I· 

dated and haruaed. And they used all kinds of 

1talistlcs In terms or the fact that they had 

consistently denied Black worken promolion1. 

comfortable In tesllfylna· for their sister. Bui 

they've really siven her the worst kind of 

treatment. /u 500n as the trial WIS over, they 

Immediately tnnsferred her lo prison without 

lettlna anyone know where she wu. 
ANGELA: That's the problem. It has lo.be lhal 

kind of plea if there is any hope of winnina, 

espcci&lly in Atlanta. In I couruoom like lhal, 

it's I very bad situation because orilinaJJy.,,.ry• 

body WIS on her side. Lots of people who 

worked in the office had given statements 10 the 

cffe<:1 lhal she had indeed been harwed consl1-

·1cn11y. She WU DOI only harused, but all the 

Bui by the lime the trial came around, ii 

looked 11 If they had really threatened a lot of 

poeple who had u.ld they would be witnesses 

before. A lot of them who had ori&in■lly asreed 
to leslify wouldn't do so because they were 

afraid. The reason for that wu because there 

wun't that peal or a movement. If there had 

been. a laf'Je m9 .. menl, they would ha¥• felt 

I talked to her parents that last lime I wu 
In Atlanta. They need money, loo and that's a 

real problem. SCLC in Atlanta had been tryin& 

lo orpnlze around her case so they have all the 

on-.oina information and literature. I've spoken 

about her case durina this tour. This kind or 

thina Is aolna lo be happenlna to Black workers. 



March I, I 973 ls the 19th anniver­
sary of I date 1h11 the u.s; Congren 
ind the Puerto Rican people will 
never forget. On that day in 1954, 
one Puerto Rican woman, Lolita 
Lebron ind 3 Puerto Rican men went 
to the balcony of the House of Repre­
set1.t1tivcs. The woman, l.oUt1 Lebron, 
waved I Puerto Rican n■a and 
shouted , "My Nation hu I right to Its 
independence". They 111 bepn firina. 
Five congressmen were wound ea . 

lhe Alderson We;, Virginia prison. Her 
sentence his 56 more years 10 go. 
Nevertheless, this stron1 Puerto Rican 
sister hu not weakened. She has 
continued to struggle, even In jail. 

She wu 34 ye■n old then , 1 p1lriol 
and I mother. She is 53 now, In the 

After lhe Alli ca tragedy (Sept . 
1971) Lolita led I sympathy protest 
among Alderson women and WI! 

-placed in solil1ry for over I year, until 
Dec. 1972. loll!■ receives Triple 
Jeopardy ind the Third World 
Women's AJliance recently wrote lo 
her ind asked for her opinion on 
!abo.rtlon -

J.A_.,;t;-,J.-.,i,­

At..,.,$z;;.. 
0-eo que lo primero que 11 mitjer 

liberad1 tiene que hacer en lo que 
respccta o ataiic a Ta vida, es omarla, 
pcrfeccion■ ria , y ui' haocrl1 producir 
sus m'5 excelsos frulos . 

u m~er libtrada debe no aocptar 
el 1borto: su primer tarea en est• c:tt0 

- el m■s vital de la problematica de la 
actua1 cx.istcncia - dcbc ser no hattr 
hijos lnd,s,ados. 

Como ella no es quien sola los hace, 
entonces dcbc abrir la conciencia de 
SU vuon con la verdad . q ue en SU 

liberaciOn interior ha dcscubicrto: Eso 
es, debt liberar al hombre de la caden■ 
a que-clla esluvo atada por siglos .... 

Como los ninos indeseados (oomo 
los otros) se ooncib~n o "hacen" 
atra~ del oontacto sexual; tanto cl 
vu6'n oomo la bembra - para no echu 
hijos indesudos al vientre matemo, 
deben e-vitar haocrlo - no evitando su 
disfrutc sexual modcrado, sino C\i lM 
ooncebir gente , y lo debe haocr por 
ahora, 1972, en mantra cientffica qut 
no dtstruya vida sino que asegure que 
cse disfrutc no rcsulta en cmbuuo .... 

Crea en Dios y en el supremo bien 
de la vida . Y seque estamal abortar, y 
que es malo tambien hac:er bijos des­
cnciados. He a.hf pues la inle.rropci6n 
ante nuestra humanidad de hay_-Qui 
Nlcerst ·pun? Y mi c:ontestadon es: 
£ducamos. Tomar las realidades de 
est.a cx.istcncia en scrio, analizarlas -
como anatomiza el fisioo el cuerpo del 
enfermo.-. 

Mientras tanto reciba boy y siempre 
las gracias por su reconocimicnlo Y 
ayuda a la soberani'.a que lucbamos por 
reoonquistar para la patria , Y ~n Ud. 
y todos los oompalleros ahi muy 
felices en la Navidad . 

Justicia para el Tercer Mundo! A­
brazos a nuestraS hermanas todas! 
Salud! 

Cariiios de SU oompanera 
Lolita Lebron 

I think the lirst thins that the 
liberat<d woman has lo do in respect 
to life is to love It, perfect ii, and in 
that way 'm•k• 'it give forth its most 
beautiful fruits. 

The liberated woman should nol 
1ccepl abortion: her lirsl task in what 
I believe is the most vital problem of 
prescnl life - should be to not makt 
un.,.,'Ont~d rhlldren. 

Since sh• does not mike· them 
alone, then she must raise the con• 
sciousness of her man with lhe lrulh 
that she has found in her Internal 
liberation -that is, she should liberate 
the min from the chains to which she 
was tied for centuries ... 

Sinoe unwanted children (like 
others) arc conceived or "made" thN 
sexual contact, the male as well as the 
female , should afflid makins one so IS 

not to put unwanted children into the 
womb, no t avoiding moderate sexual 
enjoyment , but avoiding conception. 
and ii should be done for now, in 
1972 , in a scientific way that docs not 
dtstroy lift, but rather assures that 
cnjor mcnt not result in pregnancy ... 

"llAl 
\ 

· I believe In God and In lhe supreme ~ M,, P,-
10<>dness of life. I know It Is bad to 
abort, and I know lhal It is also bad to 
make wretched children. Here then is I_ - · .'4-
tho question facin1 humanity today: ~~ J 
What is to be done then? And my • ~ 
answer is: Educate ou,ulvtJ, take the LI~ .,.,,,,_,, I 
rcalilits or this existence seriously and 7~ I 
analyze them lhe way a physician _, _ _,_ 
1natoml1es the body of the ill per- ~If., A,M,,~ 
so_n .... 

In the meantime tnank you tooay 
and always for your recognicion and 
help for the sovereignty which we 

.Jl.!,uggle 10 conquer for our country, 
•nd may you and all the comrades 
-there be happy al Christmas. Justice , 
for the Third World! I embrace all our 
1isters! Health! 

Afreclionalely, your companera 
Lolila Lebron 

"'a:!~ 
;hr~ 
,i;t:i;, ~ • .,.r 
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ln1tmotion1I \\ <,·. s Day, March 8th, 

wu Orst a:lebnt~ d ' 1911 by over I million 

women around I d . II wu in answer to 

• all in 1910 Z,tkln, 1 Germon 

10cialist, who proposed that I here be • day of 

110iidarity with 111 worldna women throughout 

the world. In particular, it was in response to 

the March_ 8th, I 90~ demonstntlon by U.S. 

working women on t)>e ,lower cast side of New 

York City. That wu in historic moment 

because In one day's notice, pver 20,000 

~men went out on strike to protest thetr 

poor working conditions, low w11es and l1~k 

of health beneOts and childcare facilities. 

Tltls strike was just one of the many 

activities and demonstnlions that women 

engaged in In the U.S. during and before this 

period. For example, Ida Bu-nett Wells, a 

Black woman, courqeiously tried to Oght the 

issue of the lynching of Blacks .durins the 

latter put of the 19th century. UntU the 20th 

Amendment was paued (Aua.19.20), many of 

the women Involved In the Sufrnae move• 

ment actively •&itated to improve tht woriclng 

a:,nditions of women.after this amendment, 

many leading fi1ures or the women's move­

ment felt that the right to vote WOl.!ld remedy 

any problems women had to race In . this 

· IIOdety, They leaenecl their strua)e around 

issues concerning the complete democntlc 

rights . or women, particularly thooe or Black 

women. 
Although the struule for the right ol 

women to vote wu short range and a refom 

measure, it did provide 10me benefits. There 

are now on the books certain laws which act 

u protective le&islatlon for women and chll· 

dren u far u monetary support, child abuse, 

and the right to work. Yet, women still sulTer 

poor worltina conditions In the factories(aU 

worken do), few day care and childcare 

facilities, wages lower thin those or men for 

equal work, Inadequate health care, and fur­

thermore, tha-e are still not enough jobs. 

The problems of women are closely related 

to the problems of this society u a whole. 

More childcare facilities would allow women 

to take part in the productive forces or 

10<:iety and would abo benefit men who have 

sole responsibility for their children. Instead 

of prop-essina in this area, there are laws 

-being introduced which would deny funds to 

those rew aovcmmcnt sponsored daycare raci• 

lilies a~ble to worltin& mothcn who earn 

more than I /3 above the poverty level.(Scc 

News Briefs) 1ltls is but one or the latest 

attacks on women that must be fought. 

The poor l)'llecological and health care 

that women receive is nevertheless expensive 

and rising in cost everyday along with all 

other buic services in this country. In 

particular, the laclc of emphasis on preventive 

measures for health care is directly 

related to the hi&h costs one faces upon 

hospitalization. For example, there must be 

better preventive medicine ror diseases related 

to poor working conditions (e,1. respiratory 

illnesses from poor ventilation, heut and liver 

disease from working with chemicals like 

asbestos, etc.), for conditions related to poor 

nutrition (e.g. high an<I low blood pressure, 

infections of all kinds, etc.), and for tho,e 

caused by P!)Or housing (e.g. colds, lead 

poisoning, etc.) . 

International Wol1)en'1 Day, March 8th, 

1973, found women in the U.S. stiU struggling 

around these Issues, in addition to those 

related to the sky rocketing cost of living, the 

inadequate auistance for those women unable 

to work, end the lack of Jobs. For third world 

women workers, there a the added burden or 

living in a racist society . 

In those countries which have begun deve­

lo ping a socialist society, however, particular­

ly China, Cuba, and Vietnam, our sislers are 

helping to solve these problems and they were 

honored on that day as part or the produclive 

forces within the IXi:ly,, honored as women 

who are striving to conuibute to the full 

benefit of their w ciety as mothers, workers 

EL DIA llt / ~i-
and productive citizens. Women in. these . 1a ij 
countries have made IIemendous &alns In • fa 
overcomlng the unequal conditions which !1 ';R 

they faced. Dlycare centers have been pro- , fl!, 

vided at the work places so that women are 

able to work knowing their children are well 

provided for. There ve jobs for au with eq\!11 

pay for equal work. Good health services are 

provided free or at a minimal cost. Women in 

these countries play an Important role in 

taklna part In decisions which affect the 

masoes of people, particularly in solving pro­

blems f1dng their Immediate communities. 

, Many women belong to the Communist party 

within their countric,, and to the Women's 

Commissions (China), the Women's Union­

(Vletnam), and the Federation or Cuban 

Women(Cuba). These are 111 mus orpnlu­

tions directly concerned with chanain1 the 

woman's role in their society and seeing to it 1 

tfiat women In their countrlc, now have equal I 

1coeu to oduation 1t all levels, from elemen; , 

tary to anduate. 

lbe emancipation t>f women must be ' . 

explained more objeotlvely than by Just 

raisin& the banner or "women'• liberation". 

The emancipation or :women means more 

than freedom from certain oppressive rea• 

llties, it also means the freedom to become a ' 

more-productive part or the society in which 

we Uve, and to pin access to those benefits, 

such u education and Jobs," which ensure our 

rights as workers, tnothen, and citizens. 

The feminist movement and those middle 

class white women who acknowledge that 

"th.e struggle for third world and white 

women is not the same" should be ailicized 

because they show no willingness 10 overcome 

t he pp between their-own class background 

and ethnic privileges and the needs of all 

women and the society as a whole. A,, , 

Frederick DoU&llss said,They want ''the 

wheat without the chaff", they want "the· 

storm without the thunder and J.iabtning". 

They do not want to make a choice between 

the benefits or reform measures that are 

limited to a rew women, and changes that 

would make the benefits of this society 

available to all its citizens. They do not want · 

to declare war on the ruling class because they 

want to enter it, u equal participating 

members. 'Ibis has caused many other white · 

women to react against the movement be­

cause they know that they will never form 

put of that elite, and the demands nised by 

that group do not relate to them. 

In spite of the strugles which we· Otlrd 
world and working clus people still face· iri 
1973, we have won some victories in ·fhis 

country. The releas.e"or Ansell Davis could 

not have been achieved if pro~sive forces 

that CUI 1aoss all sectors and races of society 

had not united to fight for her freedom. 

Lolita Lebron has been released from solitary · 

confinement as a result or consistent agitation 

on the part of many Puerto Rican sisters and 

brothers and the help or other concerned 

people. Billy Dean Smith is free as a result or 

the same kind of militancy. The Peace Agree­

mept was signed in January, after a long 

struggle by the people of this counlly who 

nised the issue or the imperialist nature or 

the Vietnam War. 

The Third World Women's Alliance has 

Joined with other oppressed groups of men 

and women to aid in the success of these 

victories. We see the need to work for unity 

to achieve the changes that the world needs. 

We see lhe need for every sister to work for 

these changes in every uea of her life. W• 

welcome all third world women to join us in 

that ,truggle. 
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Ot\J THE JOB 
I · wl\b 

THE BLACK SECRETARY . 

111, Stl Ollt to ,,;,u,,1ro, ,,.,0 bktcA 
"'°m"' who work In s«rrlanal/cltrlcol'posl• 
tlons. Ont of that wom,n rrpnstnts th, 
)'Ou,.,, col~ucottd {,molt who coulti­
,oot /1114 tmploymtnt In tht {ltld of ht1 
trrrlnl"'; tht othtr rtprestnts th, working 
mothtr, trrrlntd with ttcnttu1a/ skills. lllt 
pnttnt thest two lnttrvlrois />«oust wt fttl 
thty an rtpresmtatlvt of tht txp/oltatlon 
•nd opprnsion _of thltd-world woma, tn· 

1 ttcntarlal positions. 

tht corporrrtlon. }1 · 1s 'ont of tht Grtat 
Amtrlcon Myths tltot If you ort o ',ood-,trl', 
do wt/I In school, and ,o to roll.,,. that 
whtn yau rroduott, ht1h-poylng Job opportu• 
nit/a w//1 bt o..,//11blt. But this controdict/on 
Is rtvtaltd whtn yau consldtr tho/ rolltft· 
tducoltd womtn MUST tnltr /ht Job-markt1 
as ttcntorlts, or cltrk-typlsls. Somttlme 
womtn art foolrd Into thinking that, as tlm, 
passu, th,y con od..,nct to positions with 
frtattr rtsponslb/1/ty, CMJtlvt opportunity, 
and bttttr pay. 

10 

Stcnttu1al/cltrlcol omc,-/obs ,,,. tht 
ttrond klr,tst tmploy ,rs of thlrd...,orld 
womrn. lronlcally, a/tho"lh tht pay Is m,agtr, 
srcntarla and cltrk/typlsts art ,tvtn whitt­
-rol/ar status by tht U.S. Dtpartmmt of 
Labor. For aomplt, som,onr who fl/ts and 
typa Is ftvtn lht I/tit .. odmlnistrrrtlvt ,wu­
tont ". In othtr words, this I/tit 11 meaning/as. 
It Is o sham p,rp,trrrttd on thltd-world womrn 
In Ol'dtr to· mtlct thtm Info dttJd-<:nd Jobs 
tltot. in rm/Uy, co,ry no responsibility. Tltts• 
fobs off•r no promotion opportunltiu, and 
ap,cial/y no lnt:rttUt in pay. 

In profit-ma/cing rorporrrtlons, thtrt Is a 
bllltant contrrrdictlon b,,,.,,.n tht l'Glut oJ 
tht worh.n" sen,lcu, and rht compensation 
tht -rktr r,:c,toa from htr tmployu, tht 
corporrrllon. Tltt productMty of th• ttcntary 
_Is vital and indisp,nsablt to th• function/,., of 

Howtvtr, wt OS wor/cfng womm w//1 no 
lo"6tr bt fooltd by such trlnktls. 

Tit• rtcrnt swr/1 of rollttt-<:ducow: 
worktn on 1hr marktt Is probably th, ruulr' 
of tht post-war baby boom and tht lncrtos, 
In tht numbtr of roll.,, studtnts In tht '.SO~ 
and '60'.s. lllt wtrt oli told that tducotlon was 
tht ma,lc rood to succrss. Howtvtr, wt now 
undtntond that tht boss,s hod no lnttntlon 
of lncrmslng tht Job-marktt. As o rtsult, 
third-world co/1.,,.,dutattd "'omtn art for­
ctd to us, typing ski/ls thty ocqu/r,d In 
col/qt; and thtr• art NO dtctntly-poying 
fobs for young sisttn without a dtgrtt, 
whtthu thty hovr typing ski/ls or not. Slstrrs 
without a colltft-dtgru and txp,rltnct tnd 
up on wt/fare. 

r-.:,;;,, 
t ~:::;JI 

How Iona hne y& In lhe U.S. and why 
dldyoull•tto ~ 

I came to the U.S. from the West lndin 
22 years •ro and wu married here In the U.S. 
I· had to work for necnsfly. My husband IJ a 
arpenter, but he wu not In • union I hen; and 
they don't pay anythin1 for your lkill If 
you're not In the union. 

We had no children 11 the time, but 
thinp-were kind of tlst,t. I started workin1 In 
New York City In 1951. I wu a clerk In 1 

mlllina house; you know, I did a:,py-typln1 . . 
For workin1 • 45-hour week I 101 $35. 

Whit kind or work hlYe you done 11nc,e then? 

I have had other Jobs. I stopped workins 
for aboul ten yean to have my children. Bui 
Jobs, for the most part, Involved secrelarill 
skills, I dld--reh11n 'to work for • little while in 
1959. For· about 10 monlh1 I worked 11 • 

clerk• lyplst for one of the big T. V. networks. 
Like I 11ld, I· had lhree children, but one of 
I hem was very, very ill. · 

He 1t1yed In the hospital all the time, 
and somehow the bills had to be paid. lb.at', 
why I went lo work 1pin. My other two 
children were still very small 111d had to be 
laken are of while I worked. Their babysitter 
wu $25 per week, more than • third of my 
salary of $60. My sick child eventually died, so I 
quit workina. I sl1yed home for 11101her two 
years. 

How were working conditions for yo,.. 
vario111 Jobs? 

Condilion1 were terrible between black 
and white. Discriminalion wa.s at its beishl. 
Once I took a lypin1 test for a job I had 
found in • newspaper: I paned the test very 
weU; I Just knew I had lhis job, but then two 
white girls came In to be inteniewed for the 
same position. Of course, the job was closed 
to me. The boss told me, "don't call us, we'll 
caU you." Titinp were very bad ; the only 
change from my parents' time is that folks 
wouldn't have tried to get the job in Jim 
Crow days. 

If a while cleric was in the same position 
as you, they would pay her S 15 more per 
week and say she was in • difTerent job 

. ateao,:y because she answ...,d one or two 
lelephone alls I week. They used to hire a 
white woman as 1 .. ,upervisor" whose duty it 
WIS to supenise all the black dories. The 
bosses didn'I even In.Isl us on our own. This 
~•ill happens in some romp&nies today. 

Bosses only like the grinnin&, sweet, ''yes 
ma'am" l}'pe. This is~ even for 1973. You­
can keep your job if you're a "aood" black 
person. Blacks who would ''nt" on lheir 
sist~ rot raises; those ":'ho spoke on the 
"me level as their -bosses were fired on some 
exc. 

One rood thing about an office job is 
that If your boss liked you, you rot partial 
pay when you were precnant, and you could 
rome bacl(once you had had your baby. 

Did you ever belons lo• union? 

Yes, but not always. I've bad four or five 
jobs and only two Jobs with unions. The one 
I'm with now, Local 1199 is the besl I think. 
This union fist,ts; ri&ht now we're fichtin& for 
our 7 .5,r, increase in w11es. The bosses only 
want to aive us 5.5% Increase. lb.at's chicken­
feed. 

Also, if you're beina threatened, if the 
bosses threaten lo fare you , Local 1199 won't 
lei lhem unless It'• a very aood reason. But 
Ir's expensive: aboul $9, every two or fow 
weeks 



"1 found out that ® ey ·wanted a lackey . 

Q J' 

n 

What kind of work oo yoa do ind how Iona 
..,. yoa had this position, 

I'm an 1dministntlve usisllnt. I hive · 

more ruponsibilities than Just typln& and 

· short hind but I set a IICCT}lllies' pay. rve hid 

this particular position for nine months but 

Tw done office w"':k for the;last three yean. 

What kind of tnl" .. Ind education do yoJ 
bne? 

I 
Surprisingiy enough, I have I B A in 

English. When I got out of school I found that 

lhe only job I could get in any publishina 

company WIS one that led to a d~ d end. This 

wu because I wu black, had only a B.A. at 
• time when they wanted people who bad 
Master's degrees for the positio n I W IS lookina 

for.• So I bad to take positions like office 

us4ta11t. clerk typist, where I just cut out 

lrticles, pasted them up, an~ typed the ads. 

Nere you •~It to dt'f'elop othtr lkilld 

No, I wasn't ever able to punue that. I 
Wlnted to work in a publishing company so· 
that I could learn some editorial skills and 

other things so I could advance in the field . 

Sinoc I WIS black , my bosses never took an 

intcl'C$1 .in me and I didn't know how to get 

such positions. I baYC a teacher's licen,c buf 

at this time I really don't want to teach - the 

p-adc schools arc really a lwd place to work. 

What kind or orpnlution do you work for 

and what do you do! 

I work for a non-profit organization, a 
social welfare type of agency. 

I type up reporu that come in 

from research associates about various topics 

t hat we're interested in as wdl as letters from 

my boss. I also do filina and other typical 

office things - nothing too cxcitin& but at the 

same time YCry es~ntial to the ruMing of the 

business. 

Are there any otha- lhi,.. you have to do 

,during a typical work day other than the 

clerical th.ings you just described? 

No , although I write up reports and, in 

general, take initiative b):'_ correlating some of. 

the files that we might be interested in 

working with in the future, 50 that there's 

always some form of work being generated. 

It's a one-person office. I'm in clws• o f the 

phones and whatever else has to be done. I 
don't think that it's a bad thing to do; it', just 

that you realize, over a certain period of time, 

that you can' t find the kind of job you really 

want even if you have I certain amount of 

education. 

Have you asked for I change in ulary or Job 

respons,"bility? 

No, that', not really possible , inoe I have 

almost every job rcspon&ibility there is in the 

office since it', a one-person offioe. I've 

noticed that non-profit organizations tend to 

expect you to_ be more dedicated &inoe they 

aren't scared io maldng money. On the other 

hand , profi t-making organizations feel obliged 

to Jive you more privileges, more benefits 

&ince they arc exploiting you, underpaying 

you. 

L,:t', tolk a lillle about the interview •. What 

kinds of information was the interviewer 

looking for? 

lbe'intemcwer asked about prmousjob 

experience, and typing skills. In general, she 

wanted to know how I (~It - did I feel . 

cap1ble or handling office work. That's what 

makes working for a non-profit orpnization 

different; they tend lo be less impersonal in 

their approach towards the Interview than 

profit-oriented organizations. Profit-making, 

organization, take a production line attitude; 

you come in, you take a typln& test, and tr 
you arc soft-.poken and don' t &0em threaten­

inl, they may run, you. 

Have you evn made a ,ugestion that was 

looked upon negatively? 

Yes, not so much on this job because, as 

I said, things are handled in a less Impersonal 

manner. Your ideas aren't exactly swept out 

of the door. You sec traces of )'Our ideas wUh 

someone ·else's name· on it, like your super• 

visor. Sometimes it is mentioned that the idea 

came from you. In profit-oriented organiz.a• 
lions either your ideas arc totally co-opted by 

your supervisors or totally ignored as if .you 

don't have the right to say anything at aU. 

How are you tttated in the office? 

Offioe relationships arc different - every­

thing is _geared towards the supervisor's 

personal whims and not towards the workers' 

needs or plans. I've found that my own duties 

arc totally determined by what my boss has 

decided for me. I have very · lillle say about 

the kinds or work done in lhe office ; I'm 

merely here to produce • to see that the office 

is open in case 10meone wants to come in to 
type - a very limiting kind of role. This is true 

of &0a-etarial positions in general no matter 

what kind or orpniutlon you work for. You 

arc to do as you are told; you' re not to be a 
creative think ing part of the orpnlution . 

•Editon Note: Tht Information that an 

fnttrv/twtr requests durln1 on lnttrvltw lsn 't 

always rtlattd to fob ptr/ormanct . Qrtaln 

fob rtqu/rtmtnts • ,sptc/JJl/y mlltft dtl'tts 

,such as a Masttr~ dtgrtt • wUI t xclude a 

irtaltr numbtr of BIJJcks. In addlllun, thtst 

fob rtqulrtmtnts o/ttn apptar w bt co/or­

b/Ind In sp/lt of tht fact that thty /tntl /fJ 

txcludt a lurgtr numbtr of Black.< than 

whilts. Such scrttning mtthucls art ul.w u.rrd 

whtn thtrt art vtr>' f tw openings If any at all. 

. ; ' ~ .. ~ 

.... , · -.· .. ~, ;:.· .. .... ,:.,." ' 
. , ... . ,. ,r . .. • ......,;.......-

Row were you lr•led in other offlCII! work 

positlo,u? 

I u~d to do things like rilin1 , t yping 

forms, and things like that. It', these kind, of 

pocitions that arc really ,tultifyin& when you 

think or t he relationship between the worker 

and the supervisor. I WIS workins in a 

publishina company and I had in idea about 

how to advertiK some of the book, lhe 

company produces. The boss &0id ych, yo•h. 

,ure, ,urc, and shortly thereafter I WIS rircd. 

That was the most fruslDtin& position I was 
ever in bee.au~ I had hoped to learn editori•I 

&Jcills and other things about publishing in 

order to have skills to tC<1ch other black 

people. I found out that they w•nted • l• ckey 

who would do whatever they were told 

without thinkin1 or commenting. All the 
other black people . there were in the s.rme 

position • none of them h..ld omy supervisory 

positions and yet if none of them had been 

prc~nt, absent . • lot of essential work wo uld 

not have been done. 
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TDRTU'il: of 

Our -rt In utln Amorlal IUITer tho 
hartlf~ _,._, ol lml'"rtolllm "'IY 
day ol lh•lr ohort -. The a-woman can 
upac:1 10 U.. Ollly 36 yurt then. Malnutrition, 
h_,, poo, pn_.,.lal can, wmf• fatUUles for~ 
~ blnh and bnrtaDy dlfficuh work for }"'!I 
......, .. Just .,..,. of lho commonplace u·.­
dln that many udnoo and lAUnu .,. flshlln& 
......,_ Tula lunltar wu murdered a1o,. with 
a,. Gurnn In Bou.ta In 1968 while mubJtna 
ID .....,.. ,_ conclltlons In coun"'-s when 
tho U. s. ..,...,...,,..,, auppo<ts and alch lho 
tynMltal &O""rnmonts. Many women are •akin& 
an adlft .-r1 In tho strua)e for humon dignity 
and fmdom from uploUatlon and oppmston. 

A put deal b said aboui" lho puslvtty and 
aubmlaiffnal ol utln womm. She b often 
chanttnia,d u ,hy and retiring, and non 
aa,eut,e. Ho..,...,, lhe male lrider1 of 1hes< 

111y-1so-OldM.f-pkud11p­
tq,1 """"1m101ic-odo. I IPffl' tlr, fin, n/rltr 
wid101,t MP /lufflllw to dw _,,., of-pk 
ki"I torturtd. n,, nat nfrltt dlq took m, 10 

., of/I« - ,,.,,, apla,wd ., ... - they -"'do .. ,,.,.. .. to-~,rwlo/drf-'dn~ 
_,to,oo,,IMirc. 

1'lt,y ,-,dtal '"' In tlr, -. b/1,wJfol,ltd 
--.,.,.;tdm,todt,tonrurc/Nmrba. Tll,y 
de m, COMpl,tdy Mk«/ to • cot·wlt~ my i,,, 

- ....., .,,.,tcl,td tt,ltt - - - 1'lt,y -
- ,l,ctrk .rllocb on tlr, ,,,i,, of tlr, fttt, ltfl, 
,.,.i,.li. dtat, atlomtn. .,,..,.,., lips- ........ 

-- dlq - - ,l«tric rllocb In""" or,_ pl«a a do,..,,, rim<. I co,,/dn 't 
_,,., _,,.,,, ,-.tlmyf-wltll• 
pi11ow-l/f_tlwy ___ ,,, 

t1r, -•"- udt qumion - «compllllltd by 
_,,, - --bt rlw /tad. ·(Elena pson 
10 relate bow lhty rq,eated this u-eatment apln 
and apln for rift comecutl.. days and bow 
wbm lhty threw ber Into hor cdl n couldn' t 
MP llstmm& to lho scrums of pruonen who 
-, to<>tinually belnl tortllffll.) 

I bqm to /mu.,,, -,ity of fluid-' 
,,.,,,_..,,,.,, __ ,., ,,.,,.t,"IMt I Nld 

"""f "'-" -6 1ta1rinr °"'·" o,,, of ,,._ 
-•al a my lidt - ,trokal my cllat 8ffll/y. I 
bl UHJd tJrMU they rnh«l nu with dt.e 
,J«tncp,otl. 

I lead loll -1 -- In"'-".,,.. .id lqs. 
1-,.,,ed b:,-o/"-'- ffthllu"°'""'"' 
- I-~ _,/IL_Tllq thrmtmal "' 

~., --/,r "'-" fffll,.,, rJuoa,qh -
IMJI ·-"' ,e«:lr 11P 10 my 111mu wllh dw 
,kc,ric prod. ""'°' I _,,,,-J __,,,.. f 

- "" • co,,dt -,,J ~ wit~ drJlb -
f-- I - d,l/,iou1 - I ,-/d,r't - °"' of 
,..,,,;,,r,q,. 

£I.ECT1UC SHOCK IS.COMMON 

• My - Is RoM Vd,fo, de Pm-z. 1-
_,ed - Mlun 10 Faltnl Coordinltlon ._,,,,,,_,.,_f~•_,,.,_,,. 
lead ., ,_,. ""'"°"' """"'6 _, ,,., f~ 
d,y. n,,y "4n~ daw m, u, -1 o, llttp. Al 
d,y S,,,W,, I - tit/fled /,o,rt o//1« ID of/fa 
_, , _.-,1otta1_w1t,n/Nld"'Y 

r-fl'I"''"'""---',__ 
At - °" /IIOMl:f dw:, blindfolud'"' ___ ,_,owwJ_,.,,_,,, 

_,- -. 71tt:, de - 11p dptly - u,red 
,,..,.. a,(:, - - ~ - .. "'"[«,., 
,,., - - dwt dw:, /lullhed -. :nt,n 1/rty 
6- - tit«k,."" dw _,,,, of my ftt1, 
"" •:, llllppla. l,p. p,hb. ,,-,., _,, ......... .,.. • .,,.,,•--I-"'­/ -~ ,,_.,_,....,""'_..._Al,_. 
tlw:,"-"""lal--11/•--"""" 
,-,,,J;la•dw:,dal-lD•-· 

I ,,,.,., ,_ I/qi willlout "'Inf llbu 10 

- "'Y l,p - - I trial 10 ,,,_,,.,,n IIP, 
.,...-,,,.,.,,.,,,,..,;... .. a1,11 

di/fla,lt. A -A /lqllld ~ ID flow out of 
"'Y .... '°"'"""" /iu bloatl bMI ffT]I dtul. 
Up ID tally • /0 tJ.y, l•ur · thls II 11UI 

Ml'JXNIV-
~·/•. 

u tln American rqim,1 know lhat then .,. 

many udn womtn who will flaht thorn to lhe 
dealh. They know lhat a woman who 1trugk1 

for hor own llbtntlon and !hit ofhor people b a 
aer1o111 throat to their tyranny. They don't ay, 
-of,, tht'i J1111 a woman." They hl,o no qualms 
about dealina wllh 111- shtm In the ame 
brutal ways they dnl wtth , .. otutlonary ,n,n . 

The women who haw rlND up In the 
struafe apinst the mmt antl-democ:nUc pem• 
menu tn I.Attn Amtrlca are peat examplet of 
molutlonary hotollm In women. They rislt 
brutal torture If they art caught. Many • •ho 
were not tnvol~ suffer torture 11 the h&nds or 
Adllu amply because they are_ 1111pected of 
bttn& ln¥Olftd. The following are only tomt 
examples of torturts from thott who h&Y'f l!ftd 
to telhbout them. 

CHILDREN & PREGNANT WOMEN TOO 

• When htme Veluquei, a doc1or who had 
worked In Cuba wu usaslinatod by polite o( 
Velasco Ibarra', l(Jftffl~nt, hh Canadian wife 
Suzanne Bemard-Veluqun wu am:sted and put 
into Reten Sur1 a prison ln Quito, Ecuador 
where she was kept for two months. 

Suzanne wu held handcuffed for 72 hour& 

with a pn>Jector shlnlna In her eyes, etaht days 
wtlhout food, and for 20 days she dept on the 
pound. Her Jallm wont an fu u to deny her Iha 
me of lho bathroom. The hwnldUy and told In 
the·i.eDs wu ., awre that when &he was finaUy 
given permlalon to balhe shecouldn'l'for feu of 

pnewnonla. 
This dw,ieon had an unbearable stench and 

was a nut of infection. Filthy piles of hay were 
nay-whore which harbored all IOrll of lnsecu. 

Physical abuse of children wa commoo• 
piac::e u was their lncarc:eration &Ions with lheir 
parmts. Somttimn these children were actually 
dwJ<d wi!_h a1m ... Snual girl srvanu t,,. 
....,_ lht aF of 13 and 16 were Imp-boned by 
the beads of the hou:.bold where they were 
employed, suppo,edly fo, theft of a watch or 
SO<n< peny objcd. This frequent and even 
common situation arose each time the bosses 
refwecl to .-Y a acrYaDl's m,uly monthly ........ 

Oetec:tha and poUce would begin to clrtu· 
late freely . R,prdlas of .... alrll and old 

women aliu were raped. 

Suw>ne'• complaints to aulhortlies and lhose of 
.hot tawy<n led only to the replacement of one 

suard by another. 
Tortwes of both common and poUtical 

pn,onm wu DOC 1111u■ual 11 !\,ten Sur de Quito 

and women were .....,ally the wont Ylctlms of 
this ao-alled penal JustJce. Physical tortures 
were tnllidecl wilhout c:on,lderatlon of a .. or 
health. Suzanne recalled lhe condition of prea­
aant women bdn& returned to their c:eD1 after 
torture -on,. They, Ulcc the olhcn, had be<n 
auspencled and brutaDy beaten untU bloocly, 
then rttutDOd to lhalr .,u, where they would 
abort uaauended. Other women would come 
bid: with fradWCI or half cnzy. SIIWUIO 
hcndf suffered temporutly paralyzed banda 
af1er three days o r '1rcatment." 

A CATHOLIC ACTIVIST 

Ar,:,nlinl b naled by a dlctalor and lacby 
of U.S. lmperlalbm, General Alejandro Lanua, 
who 11ay1 In power wllh U.S. aid and by mtan1 

of brula force llnkuhod lndlatrlmlnalaly aplnal 
any p-oSJnalW person. 

• Norma Morclb's ca1< 101 N.Y. Tlmn and 
N,w,weet COftralJO bccau,c she wu only a 1U1al 
achool 1ach11 who wu actlvt in Arpntina's 
C.lhoUc Action Rwal lll>wrneal Branch when 
1rre1ted. When hr:r &iltcr wu allowed 10 1te her 
a month later. "She 1p0ka with dlfllcully, blr 

WIJIWl:1\1 
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vision had been affected from beina blindfolded 
· for many clays. her legs were discolored and 

awo!Kn and there were scabs and bruises all Offl 

her body." International pressurei and publlt 
oplnlon finally forced the Lanuue tyraMy to 
release her. 

MASSACRE IN PRISON 

Raw■on Is a prison In Asaentlna from 
which 25 prisoner& escaped. Six manaa,cd to 
c:omandeer • plane to Chile and ue alive today. 
The other 19 surrendered peacefully b,,t It 
angered the mDJtary that lhey had not been 
kllled. AwNk later, most of lhem were; only 3 
sunived a mllllcre. 

Mull Antonia Beraer•s account follows. 
Just u she wrote II In Spanish, and translated 
Into Enalhh- Sha said they were aU unexpected­
ly ordered out In front of their cells: 

• De pronto. lmpremtamentt, an una 101a . 
voz que O(dtnara como II ya est\Meran tod01 de 
acuerdo, el cabo obtso comlenza a dlsparu 111 

ametraD1do11 . tobn not0tros, y aJ lrutantc el 
alre se cubrlo cl, pllos y baw, pueJto que todoa 

· 1o, ollctales y ll!l>oflclaln commuron , a ac­
ctooa, IUI annas. Yo reclbo cuatro lmp1ct01; dos 
superflcJ:aln en el brazo lzqultrdo , o tro en loa 
aJdi-, coo orlllclo de mlracla y de aaUda y •I 
tuarto • n al 011tlmaao; alcan.zo a lnlroduclrm• 
m ml calda, anojindoma al pllo, Marla Anplica 
SabeW hlce lo mbmo, al Uempo qua cllco -•tne llerlda an un brazo, pen, momanlos 
cl,1pue1 etcucho q.. 111 ,.splnd{,n D hlce 
diflc:uJtou, y ya no• mutYt. 

1 l!acudu> qua • aprollman loo dt,puco de 
anna corta, t1 ovldmlt quc qulm • halla 
abocado a la tarea de rnnatar 101 herldoo, aa1, 
cuc:a de ml "'Ida; tralo da flnpr q,. ntoy 
muuta, y an111omando los ojo1 lo wo paratlo 
en la puerta cl, ml celda; ti alto como d• 1.80 
m., dt cabtllo cut&no aunque ncuo. clelpdo; 
Deva lnllsnla• de ollclal da Marina. Apunta_ a la 
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WOUNDFgb KNEE 
INQIAN PEOPLE MAKE 'DEMAN.D'S 

~J 
0 

Vernon Bellocowt, national dln,ctor of tlie 
American Indian M=ent (AIM) recenUy 
Yisited N,w York City to can for ~ntinuina 
demonsln ~ons In aipport of the Indian people 
preeenUy occup)'!na the town of Wounded Knee 
in South Dakota. 

Callin& upon th01e people '"° hive been, 
'"ullerina theoretical words about loft, unity, 
brotherhood and symp1thyft for the oriiinaJ 
inhabitants of this nation, Mr! Bellecowt uked 
support•n to come to Wounded Knee or 10 to. 
their purest fedenl buildina and stand In full 
support of Indian people. 

AIM Is demandina that ID treaties immedl· 
llely be completely reviewed by 10me body of 
government, Congressmen or Senators who hne 
not been Involved In the Bun,au of Indian 
Afflin or the Deputment of the Interior since It 
is precisely the corrupt pnctises of these two 
agencies over the put one hundred yean that 
his led to the present crisis. These qencies hne 
IDowed aevenl of this country's leaden and 
their friends lo steal the largest share of wealth 
that w11 taken from Indian land and resources. 

The government his completely aealed ofT• 
Wounded Knee and aevenl people hive been 
·shot on both sides. Due to mountin1 n11ional 
pressure, the aovernment WI! forced to eue Its 
bloclc1de around the villaae to 1Uow medical 
supplies and food to be taken In to the 
estimated S00 people occupyinl the area. The 
Department of the interior his refused to enter 
the area held by the armed lndilru. Thls refusal 
and the refusal of the Indians to lay down their 
arms or to come · out where they would be 
subJ•cled to Immediate arrest his prev,,nted 
dbcussions of the m~or demands of the Indians. 

The Indians II Wounded Knee h.ne dug in 
and armed. themaehea. They learned an lmpor­
·tant leaon 83 yean ago when they fought,their 
,Jul batUe with the U.S. army. During negolia• 
lions lo end the fiahling, the U.S. told them to 
put their iruns wde before they would nego­

: tiate. Taking th~ government 11 their word, they 
pve up their arms and the U.S. army then 
1t11clced and m1SS1cred hundreds of men, wo­
men and children. The Indians are not malcing 
the same mistake this time. 

According to AIM, they are also makln1 
efforts 11 the United Nations to obllin U.N. 
Intervention so that they can hive 1n unbl11ed 
inv,,stiplion into the corruption that hu caused 
this national di,gnce and his iiv,,n rise to the 
horrible living conditions of the American In• 
dlan-: 1 42-year life expectancy; • 60% • 90'11, 
drop-oul or push-out rate from the school 
system; 1 111icide rate 7 times the n1lion1l 
avenge; an average family income or SISOO with 
many earning less than SSOO; and completely 
in1dequ1te housing and medical care. 

Several representatives from national orpn• 
lulions • lncludlna SCLC and the N1tion1I 
Council of Churches are at the sc:ene to Insure 
that another massacre Is not committed apinst 
the Indians II Wounded Knee. ■ 

The history of the Indian people has 
often been distorted or c .. pletely left 
out of history books until recently. We 
rec01111end that you read Genocide Against 
The Indians by Georae Novak (Merit Publi­
shers) and Qury Me At Wounded Knee by Dee, 
Brown, {availab le at any bookstore) . 

FORCED 
PROSTITUTION 

MAY 
DAY 

commemorate 

I NTERNA • 
TIONAL Puerto Rican Migrant Women Exploited 

The exploitation or nu,rant work• 
en u an iaue or stsuale is nothins 
new to tlurd world peoples. Certainly 
we know of it through the United 
Farmworken in the Southwest and 
California whc:re Oucano brothen and 
listen are fightlni for recocnition of· 
their union and for the right to 

·orpnize. Howew:r, 1 larse number of 
Puerto Ricans are also used as migrant 
workcn on the east coast. Imported 
from Puerto Rico directly, many find 
themselves .,nt to -Long Island or to 
~ New Jeney farmland areas. 

A Puerto Rican IOCiologisl has com• 
Pleled • -ch project . on lh~ con• 
llltlOIIS ot Ule Puerto Rican nugrant 
\l'Orker on the east coast of the United 
Stites. Amon, the facts which this 
$ludy brings to li&ht is one lhll 
roncems the destiny which sometimes 
awaits the Puerto Rican woman as a 
migrant worker. 

Via the Puerto Rican ubor Divi• 
lion Office.,. ready extension or 
amcrik.a's labor exploitation force -
the Puerto Rican woman is provided 
with 1 n airplane t icket to one of these 
Jarrns. She is informed that she'U be 1 

cook or perhaps fulrnl some othu 
housekeeping tasks. The Puuto Rican 
woman, hiving tittle else to choose 

• from in Puerto Rico, certainly doesn't 
object to takina • cook'• job . This is 
..,.n as I d ignified 50urce of income. 
But what 1wails her on the farm ·is 
more than just cooking. What awaits 
ha is forced prostitution. 

11 
. . .. eseape i s nearly i.apossi_ble .. ," 

" • . • heavily ,uarded _wi th ■MlR 

. 111 th shot suns .•• " · 
Once aue arrives on the farm, her 

fate, like the fat,:. of all milrant 
worlcen, is totally in the hands of the 

· bosses. However, bein, WOMAN, she 
bean a burden to which men are not 
JUbjected. Though one might imaiine 
that this could happen to the Puerto 
-Rican woman in her new found 
prison, the research project p roves it 
explicitly I fact . The women are made 
into sex machines for the already 
oppressed 1111d fruslnted male-milrant 
workcn. 

The Puerto Rican woman who 
arrives on the farm thinking th.at her 
work will involv,, cooking and is then 
forced into degradat ions or which she 
is an unwilling victim, cannot readily 
·run away. Escape is nearly impossible 
since these farms, like 1U other prisons 
of ,Javery, like the plantations, ue 
heavily 1uarded with men with shot• 
suns. She cannoj run away because 
any money she may have earned-like 
in the feudal-system days, is already 
money that she owes to the store• 
·keeper o f the farm • the farm owner 
himself or 9ne or his· p.artnen. There­
fore, any money left over is never 
enough for a plane ticket back to 
Puerto Rico •. 

Furthermore, if she should by 
chance manage to save enough money 
lo purchase • plane ticket, and mira• 
culously ·manage to ICI by 11\e armed 
iruards, she will st ill run into difficulty 
buying I plane ticlcet. She iJ stnnded 

· in runl amerikl •here no towns• 
people are about to come to her aid. 
Slie speaks no english. They know she 
"belongs" -to the farm. They'U return 
lier to it gladly. 

AJ for the law ... migrant workers are 
subject to curfews. Should the Puerto 
Rican woman encounter a po..fice..nan 
and request of him help or directions, 
she will fmd henelf in the town's jail 
until she can be returned to the real 
prison on the farm In the morning. 

So the Puerto Rican woman re· 
mains on lhe farm • her only choice 
either way is death. Our people die in 
many ways! This which she experi· 
ences, being WOMAN Is just another 
indicator, another example of Che 
horrors brought upon us by a racist, 
capitalistic, and iexist amerika ! 

No different 1t 111 from wh.at black 
women confronted on 1mcrika's plan• 
ta lions when slavery was openly I fact 
or life. The name has merely been 
changed from slavery to "mi&rant­
workery." 

by 
Ruth Pardo 

WORKERS' 

DAY 

APBIL29 
12:00 

SUNDAY 
meet at 

l) lOJrd St. & Jrd Ave. 

2 ) 116 th st. & s th 

l) lOJrd St. t,. Jrd Ave . 

2 ) 116 th St . t,. 8 th Ave. 

· J ) Plaza Borin:iuena 

ARCH 
TO 

ANDAl.LS 
SLAND 
RALLY 

2:30 



lffi @Mlm MlE~,m 
by 

Charlene Milchell 

ittpresslon u I tool to keep the people's 

mo.-ements In checlt ii not new In OID' 

c:ounby. We only ha.-e to loot it the history 
or the black bl>ention mo.-ement or the 
Communist Party or other lefl wins orpniza­
tions. Historically •h= I ha-.e been united 
mcnoements •o r!lht ti- forces or rq,ression. 
Yet today, we find o~l-.es without I united 
orpniution. We don't hue I IIIOftmen• tha• 
is orpni.ted. With i iood defense In the 
anutroom and a mlSSi-.e political defense 
outside the courtroom, we could be victorious 

.In IIIIIIY more cateS. 

&rly in 1969 Kinsm111 Brewster of Yale 
Unmnity st1•ed tha• ii Is impossible for 
blaclt mili•111•s to 11"1 1 fair trial in •he Uni•ed 
States. We need only loot •o rolli.te tha• what 
Kinsman Brewster llid his been turned 
uound. The pess •ys lhl• they ha.., received 
fair trials. 

Whit becomes dear is that dlD'ina th< 
fralllNlp trials, nay 1e .. 1 of government WI! 

ln¥Oll'ed in 1n attempt to set rid of, first the 
Blad: Panther Party and Ill o•her parties and 
mcnoemen•s that would •end •o tum back. the 
tide of reaction: -More correctly sllted,-the 
federal go-.enlnlent, the President, especially 
the FBI, •lie srate and local police, and the 
cowts across •he na•ion ha .. invol-.ed •hem• 
set.es in I conspiracy apinst •he people' s 
mo.-ement. 

In limos• nay case, the 1tt1cb were 
·made with the in•en• •o crush these forces 
The current lim of the conspincy by go .. m. 
ment is to act as I preftntive to m~ 
organizations. To accomplish this aim the 
conspin•ors ha .. become more sophistica­
•ed . They have de•ermined to use Ill the ola 
tools in a new way. 

BLACK FACE/CRIMINAL FACE 

If Nixon can succed ih his plan •o make 
the face of bbclt peop1e a . aiminal face, ht 
can, on the basis of figHli,. cri.tne, initiate 1 

law 10 jail anyone that' does no• adhere to his 

policies for the coun•ry. It is in this context 
1111• we can oee ""IY 

0

deuly how i• coven 1 

.whole arena: •he shops, the uniwnities, the 
milituy, the communities, especially thote of 
Blad:, Puerto Rican 111d other oppreued 
_peopl~. . 

AJ•housh we 111 .. not yet been able to 
brine •OFther I national defense orpni.ta­
•ion, we 111 .. not been inactive. Many of us 
bl-.e been imol-.ed In some upect of the fiaht 
apinst repression and the rJl)lt for the do­
faue of political prisoners; e.a. the Bronx 
Yictory of Carlos Feliciano, the Ansell Davis 
case, the Panther cases, Soledad Brothers, 
Billy Dean Smith and lwrisburs-

ln every such victory, it must be under­
stood and remembered that In addition •o •he 
courtroom deferue, (in each case brilllan• 
lepl work) • mus defense wu orpniz.ed. -A 
m111 movemen• that brouaht the CIICI before 
the public, that exposed their fr■m&-Up cha· 
racier, •hat made it possible for thousands •o 

- the political nature of the trial, that 
broush• ou• the racist con•ent or the court 
and penal sllte. Without such a mus move• 

men•. it is hiahlY unlikely tha• these dslers 
and bro•hers would be free •oday. 

Throuah these 11.rUg( .. we also learned 
many lessons. We learned the . necesaily to 
orpniu. Lepl defense and· mus defense •re 
inseparable. To expose a political frame-up 
when the chars•• are criminal, it ii necessary 
for the lawyen 10 make a political fish• In the 
couruoom, to clarify for lhe juron the 

lL 

political nature of the tr11i. If • caie is In Its 
essence poli•ical, it is almos• Impossible to 
•hink of winnlna auch I cue by sheer know-
ledll"_1nd practiCX! of alm_lnal !Jw. · 

However, II Is lmposslblo for the le&al 

counsel •o ••te •he case of •he defendan• •o 
•he public without 1n orpnlzed campaian 
•hat likes place outside· •he courtroom. A 
campaian •h•t continues •o expose •h• reol 
issues behind the trial, lo show why the 

·frame-up likes place. To expose the radsm In 
•he judicial system and •o coun•er .. ct •he 

•ccess that prosecu•ors have •o the media and 
consequently •o the publlc. · · 

While mos• political ac•ivist1 would say 
.tha• this is obviously •pparen• • we can all 
•sree tha• our ben•, all •oo often, is •o rely on 
•he spontaneous reaction on the . part of 
honest people. Even when •here iJ som, 
spontaneous response, we mt11t sec· the neces­
sity to orpnize that response. When •he mass 
defense and •he lepl defense work together, 
the job u ,orpnizing is made far easier. 

NEED MORE lliAN ACTIVISTS 

Mus defense requires the mobilization and 
orpnization of e•ery single person and organ­
ization who, in any way will voice or demon· 
strate support to the campaian. While it moy 
be less clifficul• •o ge• support from activists, 
·•ctivists •lone canno• free• poti•ical prisoner. 
Wha• ii required is the allen•ion and response 
of masses who ue organized in unions, 
churches, students and community orpniza· 

•ions. 
There are literally millions in •his coun­

•ry who believe tha• everyone is entitled •o • 
fair trial. Those millions can be moved •o 
understand that for any number of reuons, • 
particular defend•n• is not receivina • fair 
trial: riaht to ball,Jury of peers and so on. 

Many people are belinnlna •o under• 
stand •he whole framo-up, political nature or 
the trial. It is in this sense we wW desl with 
the need for a United Defense orpnlzation 
•pins• racism and repression. Much of •he 
discussion tha• bu liken place around politi• 
cal prisoners has de•II wi•h such I definition 
with aome additional concepts: • political 
prisoner is one who, because of his or her 
pobllc.l •• .. •••ie•, Is anes•ed 111d •rled whe• 
•her on direct action (dcmons•rations,•plcket 
lines, draf• resis•ance, etc.) or trumped-up 
charscs: refuslna to carry ou• aenoclde; or 
deserters, for the same reasons are arrested 

and tried. 
There are o•her political prisoners. There 

are those who are directly •rled on open 
political · charaes u were •h• Communists 
under the infamous Smith Act. There are 
tllose who may be in prison not u • result of 
any political act, but who become polilicall) 
conscious and •cti•• inside the prison resull­
i"I in prolonpcl imprisonment, denial of 

.r.•- N ·~ .· 

. - . 
. . 
. . 

early parole d•tes and aubjected •o contln1>­
ous aolitary confinement. Then •here are 
•hose who are victims of the racist na•ure of 
the police and court and penal sys•ems:. 
Black, Chicano and ·Puerto Rican men IJld. 
women are oen•enced for Iona periods of lime 
for crimes for which whites are pven 1111pen­
ded or much shotter . sen•ences. It is no• 
possible for I defense orpniza•ion to over• 
look• •h• pliah• of •hese vic•ims of racism in 
this country. 

While ii is no• possible •o Ii•• equal. 
•ttenlion •• every ·June•= to all r•oets of 
repression - it· is impera•ive •ha• we &i¥e 
serious 11tentlon to the Increased role of •he 
prison u III insti•ution of repression. The 

· number of prison rebellions alone speak •o 
the horrid condi•ions of the prisons in •bis 
country. The racism inside the wills is even 
more stiflln1, more blatantly cruel than out· 
side. The slave labor conditions •hat exist 
challenge feudal prisons. Certainly, e-.en the 
most politically nai•• can see •hat there is 

som••hins basically wrong with •h• penal 
system in our country. For us - •hose engaged 
in a movemen• against repression • a poli•ical 
assoult on •h• prison system, as i• presently 
functions, is mandatory. 

Many of ·us come from several different 
organizations with various poli•ical propams. 
One lhi"I we •ll ba-.e in common, tha• which 
uni•es us iJ our de•ermination •o def~• the 
repressive drive with which we are •hrea•ened. 
Our business of orpnizing iJ Iona overdue. We 
can defeat the •dvance of repression if we 
besin •o be united. 

W~tc. ~! 
Theodore Anderson 1110-56 7 
Drawer K 
Dallas, Pa. 18612 

C1nd1ce Bonds ' 
Box 99 
Frwnchu, Mass. 01701 

Antonio Ki■u C1poul 118112 
Drawer B 
Stol'IIVille, N. Y. 12582 

Ti■othy Frazier 147- 243 
Box B 
D1J111e■ora, N. Y. 12929 

Ker1n Hol■es 
Box PMB 169225-158 
At11nta, Ga. 30315 

Charles Larsen A-26697 
Box A-E 
San Luis ct>ispo, Calif. 93409 

hrael McCoy, Jr. 120449-0S 
Rt. 16, Box 65 
Reidsvilla, N.C. 27320 



TORTURE 
~Ont, ........ tll • • • 

cab<u dr Morla Antilla y dlspora, ,unq.,; •• 
Y• nuho muorll. Lu<s<> dirt,- ti llffli hocll m~ 
Y wnbttn dlspm, eJ_proytclD J"fttln ro, ml 
b11hW1, dr,trou ti mu.llar drucho 1lojindcm 

Ins 11 orrj1 dcl mlsmo lido. lurJo ,r olrl• sin 
wrlflru ti rnult,do dt su, dl1paros, dando ror 
lftlltdo qut Hlf')' ffi\lltfll , 

Suddrnl)' _,,tl'tNJI lUffllO\f, wtr,rt111t I 
iirtflr ,oitt ro Of'drr «J fT lhQ• • .,,.,. ,11 lfl"H(l, 
r~, f,r """""'I bq!ru UIOOrl., ~II _,,,,.. ru• 
rr 111 Ad Pt • mi,n,tr ,,., m -a full of Jlto·ur, 

Pd dwfl, Dnrt' ,II tltt ot"1rr of{t«n Md 

_.,,,.., ""9• ftrl.,. I - ~Ir {<N1 11r,us, 
,_.,,., '" tM .,.,,_ , o,trt In tht buttocb wlilrlt It/I 
ltolr.s rnrtri,v '"4 IHl1flff, ,rtd tltt fourth rimt 

'" thr uomd. I Wtll,w,rtd to ,rt Into my edl, 
1hro•·1"1 "'.rirlf OIi tM fl«x. Mario Anttila 
S.br11i did tht »mt, S6)'11'f 1M war lalt In 1l1t 

mn. but 100n I lttwrd lrtr lwl"'1tt di/TiNII)• 
brftrl'llrit a-,d tltrri Utr rt0 bfrtr mewed • 

. • • .I ltttr !hots ~rrirr, d oter, It U n ridt1tt 

tlwt tl'lt o,,t who tot drt lob of killi"I off tlu 
WOllffdtd ts do,t ro my Ml; I try to ploy de.d 

m:J ,qvl"ri~ I Jtt ltim ,,..,;,,, ill tltt door of 

"V' ml - It< It .. a obo<lr / .8 mOllnr<IM, 

tlti"ni1t1 bro"'" lwir, J/im, ltt •WP1 Nny lnsi,­
•'"- Ht emu ,r rll< ~re of Mn An,rlkw end 
fi,rd olrhoi,p, rlrt ""' effldy d,od. 11,r• ~, 
po,·,tr, t'it tu" •t mt •nd fires - tht butlrt 

pt,ttrrwtn, ~J i" r'irmqlt my Nii", dtJtro)'lffl 
my ripr jr,.·bc'"t .,4 lodtf"l btlrlrtd my tm o" 
tltt somt sidt nm lrt ltJOl't.S • •ithout JYri/)·i"I 
tltt rat1lt of his lltots, quirt ttrtain that I am -Mula Btret:r liw-s 11 do many other bnwe 
s~en ln Latln America. The)· h1we our 1dmir1• 
lion, ow wpport, our IOYe. Togtther we ·•dll 
build a ,.'Orld lhat donn't crute the klnd or 
bum,n b<ln& 1h11 could comml1 1hr klnd or 

:runts outlinN abowe. 

VENCEREMOS! 

Poo,- &tac.k Women 
CoM· f"f'OM p. '" 
'Now ,,.,, havt to tell you. A whole 

lot of us very poor blacks did not BO 

for thJt black power 's1tiL Thcrc " ''"' 
alot of difrerent reasons we can't 
lhinlc out here. But this Little history 
mows the black dass structun that 
we poor blacks live under tod1y, only 
it isn't as cleu. We would be vtry 
foolish not to look at this blaclc unity 
business very carer ully. 

AFRICAN WOMEN WERE SI.AVES 

Center tor Cuba~ tudies 
BOMB.ED . in New York 

,,~'\':')ff~~r- ·• • ' 
: t• '· .i ... - • •. ' . - ·· ' ... _ .. , _...__ 

A bomb ripped through tho Center for Cuban 
Studies and two adjoini ne offices on the 
evening of March 28 while the Center's di­
rector sat -workine at her desk. She es­
caped serious injury or death by sheer 
luck, The bomb exploded within minutes af­
ter several people had left the Center and 
destroyed much of its contents, 

The Center for Cuban Studies ls a re­
source library from and about Cuba located 
in New York City. Its purpose Is to dis­
seminate facts about the Cuban revolution. 
This incredible act of cowardice was obvi­
ously done by _pe9ple_un1~ierM.t.ed _in facts 
a.nd frli;htened by the truth. 

The Center has issued a statement con­
lcmnlng the perpetrators of th is cowardly 
act a nd ha.s demanded the fulles t possible 

·~ 

investieation. They have called on th, 
Mayor and people of New York to help stat· 
ing 1'Too often in the past, government an, 
police enforcement aaencie.s have done no• 
thine to find the perpetrators of bombine, 
ind other acts of destruction aeainS1 
those who •upport the Cuban Revolution . " 

Tho Center suspects that, a.s in the pas· 
one of those counter--revolutionary eroup: 
well-known to government agencies is re · 
sponsible for the bomine of the Center 
Such eroups have operated overtly and co• 
vertly _ for 14 years, bombina theaters an• 
meetin1 places in New York, Miami, Los An· 
ee les, Oticaeo, and elsewhere, k.illine an, 
injurine people, as in Montreal last su.m­
iner. 

there were sla\'CS and women had lost 
the po"'cr to own land . Many African 
tQCictics had men with many wives. 
These "'e"' mostly fanning and anle­
b•rdins societies. There is another 
drum here, not American this time 
but African. As long as this cla55 of 
negroes keep dre.aming, we're not war• 
lied. But lhe dream of black ration­
hood has very often been used in 
Africa to exploit poor Africans. The 
posilion of poor Afrie1n women hu 
not changed but erow n worse. They 
arc driven to the cities after they 
cannot accept the burden of heavy 
farm work. There they are victims of 
all the kinds of exploitation common 
to 1 50ciely that puts money over 
people. N1tionhood stiU has a apital­
ist base. As long as it has, there can be 
no freedom for poor black and Afri-· 
can women. 

almost as dumb as their white class 
brothers have been able 10 keep while 
women. It's a wild hustle! But histori• 
ally black women have been notori­
ow in not ,'>Operatinc wilh blade 
men. We shall see if poor black wo­
men plan to exchance a white master 
!or a black one. Our middlc-dilSS 
sisters are busy chasine lhcir bl1ck 
men. We only r,mind them, that black 
men need status symbols when they 
lust for c:apitaliun and white women 
make better ones than middl«lass 
black women. Under capitalism while 
is stiU ritht! 

who have so lilll< to depend on. 

ulCTIONARY IN HAND 

We have also studied African his­
tory outside of these blaclc study 
courses some of our sist.cn are tak.ina 
in the community colleges. African 
women have long been slaves to Afri• 
can men and stiU arc. From our 
reading on the liber1tion struggles 
now going on in Guinea-Bissau, An• 
sola and Moumbique we have lumed 
how bad if was for African women 
•under colonialism u well as before the 
white man ever hit Africa. Now like 
the Vietnamtse women, they are 
fighting 1< n,volutionaries beside their 
men and they are no longer under 
male rule, white or black. No longer 
are they treated worse than barnyard 

animals. 

We h•v~ to examine the class hopes 
of many negroes who run this ereat 
\frican drama down on us. They seem 
to want to go backwards to the days 
when there were kinis and queens. 
During those tim<1 we understlnd 

Middle-<:lass black mates ne-.er seem 
10 publish lh<>< facts in their publica­
tions but we are hip. It's not to their 
interests to have black women deeply 
aware of our historical oppression by 
black men. There i, alot of money to 
be made on the social and economic 
exploitltion of ~lack women. Look 
how tnuch lool the midddlc-class 
white male has been able to make on 
the while female (with her cc,opcra­

lion ) by keepine her Ignorant of her 
historical oppre55ion . It seems very 
clear to us 1hat middle-elm black men 
h.avc a class interest. not a racial 
interest , in keeping us black fem1lcs 

We have la11er apulmcnts to hold 
our schools in. There's no money now 
so we study more. We have the right 
to free birth control and we can get 
abortions now. We realize Mr. Charlie 
had other reasons for push inc• these 
two programs but every action is 
two .. ided and we are freer of our 
men-folk always messin& over us ond 
the fear or another baby. We can love 
lhe children who are already here. 

especially those of ·our Dick-Happy 
sisters who need to have b•bies be­
cause they mistakenly think it'll keep 
their man. When the sisters are real 
youns, presn1ncy is sometimes lhcir 
leap Into womanhood because it has 
been so bad for them at home. Their 
mommas pr,fer the sons; they pre fer 
MEN PERIOD. These dick-happy 
mommas .re located in •II cl11scs but 
thev are deadly to poor black children 

We hive a lot more knowlcd,e 
that d id not neat down to· u, I 
heaven. It was brought by hu 
bcincs who loved .1ntJ believed i 
and we had to read it. sometimes 
dictionaries in the o ther hand 
think hard on it . The stru1:1:lc fo1 
children. who will C-Jrry gre.ikr 
dens th.1n we did. has kept us wot 

hard to learn more. Our struiu; 
open their minds beyond t 
~shing or the schools h:as been jc 
by more and more young block 
pie. These young bl•ck women 
men listen to us. h:;arn form us ;an 
listen to them and learn from l 

We all re•lil.e th•t we fou: • le 
scl•b.1cks because this system h 
very stron1;. It's going tlown s!o~ 
the men who need it and !rluppo 
bl•ck and white, do not inlend I 
to fall suddenly. 

All or us have besun to learn t, 
beyond rhetoric, beyond block p< 

beyond the American Dream, be 
strivine for boo&iness, beyond le 
our brothers and sisters who .ire 
!rapped in the slums. We kno• 
struule from deep, down belo" 
we know ii must be hard am 
know it must be long bc,·,u• 
know it must be tho rough so i 
not be turntd around. We arc kc, 
on, scllinc up! 

J . • ' •• • •• ~. . . .. i' 
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REVOLT OF (;,SboR BLACK WOM~l 

77,r follo,..lrc, •rt/cit Is o ronllnuo- WE MEET T HE VIETNAMESE the fact 1h11 they killed dark-skinned - EFFECT OF BOMBING 

t/on from our /aJt tdlrlon. It Lr tltt women and chlldrcn who looked like 

r,ro,id part of tltt lntrodurtlon to a revolutionary women ln>itcd 10 Cana- us. We can fie,, the ract that some 

t,oot "'rltttn by• ,roup of poor block d1 by U.S. and Canadian women. All come home and become policemen 

" """" from k'rstrltnttr County, or us wanled lo 110 but black people who will be ordered to kill us If we 

Nn,· l 'ort. It outllnts romt of tltt were now beina wban "remo¥Cd" and move agllnst their bosses, the capita~ 

srr,,al,s tlttJ• Ito,., bttn ln,oh>td In were "uptight" about where we were bis and 01plt1lism, the syslcm to 

o,.,., tltt POJI Inv )'Nn and drama/I• 110in1 to li>e. So we lei some of our which they have become addicted. We 

CYJl/y 11/ustroru tltt troruformatlon lcen age children 110 in our place with can face lhis horror because It Is no 

rltat 1101 raktn plo~ In rltat womtn youna black women we had srown.to lonrer a personal qucslion but I polili• 

,u o ,..,ult of rltat srrvaln.' T1rt /,oak trusl. Like us lhey were struuJins lo al question. 

Is srlttdultd to ~ pub/1.slttd tltl.r help othcn who lived around lhem. Sons and· dauahlen from our bodies 

sp,lnt by Times Ooantl f"tess. T1rt They were slandins up 10 lhcir par- have often been warned 1h11 they ase 

//tit of rht book Lr. "Ow Strunlt In ents who really did thrcalcn lhem ln this earth because we allowed lhem 

a Block Community." with lhe FBI, loss of all privilcscs II lo be bom. We could have Oushed 

We would never submit to "boogie" 

ways even before we walked ouisidc 

or our world. Now that we had some 

inside power, we read and scoped ror 

OUl"lel""'s just how we were beina 

1CTCwed by everybody - blacks in­

cluded. l',,rhlps we weren't much but 

we were · enough to. help our children 

to have this knowledre and we would 

stnia)c with them IQ make ii deeper. 

they wcnl to see lhose communists. them down the toilet If we'd • mind 

These youna women would not ht lo. But we wanted them. II wu 

There were many weeks when we 

would be depressed becauae so many 

around us knew we were riaht and 

didn't want to admit it. We have 1 

uyins. "People know; they just don't 

want to know!- A lol of our neich­

bon tell w now WI they couldn't· 

bare to admit that the dreams of· 

making it were impossible. Now in 

·1971 they - and admil ii is impos-, 

sible. More and more of them are. 

forced, just IS we had been, to look 

deeply into conditions and to prepare 

themselves for a great loss in what 

little security poor people got after 

World Wu II. They ase learning little 

by little not to be so afraid . 

stopped and we believed In them even lmpcrtant to remind them when we 

more when we saw this kind of were met with their uppity ways and 

cour.re. We were proud to Jet our they always sisnlfyln1 «bout their 

chlldrcn 10 wilh lhls new rener.llon pops and blamlna us if he was 110ne 

of youna black people. apln; We hit ·back with the reality 

that black women ase the basic power 

holden. Maybe we didn' t want to 

brina 10 many chlldren Into the world 

anymore If they were 1olna to be 

1oina around kiUina other black 

We also understood their pasenls. • 

They were reactionary - poor like us 

bul 1ddic1ed to I system they wanted 

into even though it exploited us aU. 

Now we are studying deeper and we 

know thal reactionary thinkina leads 

lo the support of fascism. After all 

•fascism needs human beings to run ii 

and support it or it d(!Csn'\ work. 

There ire reactionary poor black 

people in the slums who are capable 

or movina on revolutionary blacks Just 

IS there were reactionary youna black 

men ready to kill Vietnamese when 

they were ordered lo do so. Not all of 

them by any means. but too many. 

Yes, there were reactionary SOBS and 

brothers in our community who did 

nol want to know the truth about this 

country, that it had been built on 

w•rs 1pinst duk~klnned peoples 

from the American Indian to the 

VieJnamese. 

people here ~d J"'ttKII. 

Yet we undentand reactionary pu­

ents around us. Some of them have 

chosen to become polic:,,men, prison 

guards, youth house workers, tor­

turers, bullies. They already fiahl the 

rise of the poor 11 every tum. They 

f:F,r~.l':i0s~ie~"g~ wi:,cn,t~fn "'For 
help to keep the capitalist system 

going. Like some white folks who are 
poor, they arc addicted to the inas­

ter•s fierce outside power • his suns, 

airplanes, napalm, hydrogen bombs. 

Out of our occasional depressions 

came a decision to write abo_ul our 

experiences as poor. strualin& black 

women. Some black men listened, 

helped w 10 be published. Bui "boo­

Jie- negro women ignored us and our 

wrillnp until we were published by 

while women. Some radical white 

women with sreat inlclleclual prestiae 

also ignored us after writin& 10 us for 

information which we laboriously 

wrote down in long-hand and sent 

oul. We learned through experience 

aboul this thing called class struggle 

and we became delerrnined to struggle 

1pins1 it and expose ii. 

They were reaclionary because they 

pul money and the white man over us. 

their mothers and sislen. Because we 

ase now politically aware '!le. can ,face 

They feel machines and money are the 

only power and stronacr than people. 

(They ore always terribly one~ded.) 

The people ue weak when they are 

badly exploited and feel empty Inside. 

Then they look to the ruling class lo 

do everything for them. But when we 

are touched by outside forc:,,s that 

rcOecl our worth we can beain lo 

s1ru11le 11ainst the ruler's f1cism and 

exploitation. We even bepn lo fill up 

with ourselves and we think, ii is 

written and lhc meek shall inherit the 

earth: the last shall be firsc . We beain 

to srow from Inside just like 111 

wailil)J! seeds, ,lowly but surely. 

l'1 

We smiled and silently blessed lhe 

youna white people when they be1an 
to bomb buildinas to show their rejec­

tion of thls money society. Those of. 

us who were domestics knew these 

youna white people u • 1ener11ion 

that we had helped to bring up. We 

were impressed and proud that they 

had been CM<ful not to injure people. 

We would tease our strivin1 poor 

black sisters who Oed home terrified 

lhal their workin1 places miahl be 

born bed. They had struggled so hard 

under the poverty program to get that 

educa.lion and be jomebody. They arc 

now the lowest class of civil servant! 
ind will be the first to be laid ofl 

when the depression deepens. But 

they have lo see for themselves. We 

were trapped In the slum because we 

could not base to "kiss ass". They 

were chosen because the Master knew 

how bad they wanted the "soodies". 

We have studied slavery very care­

fully. We see how the Master always 

divided the slaves Into privileted· and 

non-prjv_ileaed. There w111 class struc­
hue Within the sf;iy,e lYStem and 1t was 

based on privileses, not money: Slaves 

were not paid. Now house niaaen Sol 

house privlleaes like some or 

"massa's" food, clothing, chance lo 

run errands. Some house nigers were 

mixed bloods, liahl-sltinned. Ver} 

early in slavery, in the I 700's some of 

these products of "musa" and 
"missy" sot an education, even got 

11uaht foreian languases and cout.: 

· travel to Europe with "Mi.ss..AD.ne". 

Now I kind master could afford to 

educate those house niggers whose 

minds he already controlled. Then 

there was the in-betweens, neither 

house niggers nor field niggen. They· 

were field nigers wanting to be house 

niaaen. This sroup got to be real 110od 

11 __ skilled jobs on the plantation, 

worlilns with machinery • . malcin& 

tools, buildins, caspenlerina. They 

took the privileges of foremen over 

other slaves and were sometimes trust­

ed bounty-hunten and transporten of 

slaves. Their privilesed class interest 

inOuenced them IQ spy and · tell 

"massa" about slave unrest. These two· 

croups weren't bad or evil black folks. 

They just 1101 cauaht up in the privi­

leges and seelns no other way out• 

sold out. (Today there is not that 

excuse. There is another way out the 

overthrow of the muter.) Then there 

was the field nigger - bad and non­

privileged, like w. They m igh I 1e1 1 · 

lucky chance to prove themselves to 

the masler and could rel favors from 

time to time. Field niggen did all the 

work our migrant and tenant farmlns 

relatives stiU do today. They tended 

and brouahl in lhe crop. When we. 

come lo the cities 1101 of us jwt sit 

"and mold away; there's so few jobs for 

u,'rhose who were a~Je to arrange 

their freedom, particularly in the 

South, could use their craft skills 

learned on the plantation 10 earn 

money. They could ao North or buy 

land and lhcy could own. sbves or 

their own. In 1830 there wer; 3.777 

nc&ro slave owners. owning their own 

brolh<rs and sisters. Now we can look 

toward the black capilali,ls tryina 10 

use~· as Wf~Mi;IYCS. 
1,., 0.,t ,n~td •~ ~q~~ ,-:;') 
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