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A masked prisoner looktng from behmd.bars fn^llWocK B, where inmates feefd 15 guards at the Ossining Correctional Facility. 
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By RiCHARO R O S E N 

Even now, after the passage of tnoBe than 
11 y ^ s and countless other prison riots, the 
mei» mention of the name—Attica—con jures 
iraa£i» 0^ Cham, tautaiity and Mh. 

But the reiMttatkm oS anotiier s t ^ prison, the 

maximum-security Ossining Correctional Faeility, is 
almost «quaUyin£«B)ous. 

Tbe pt^setk st i l l 4s wM^y Hxmm as Sing Sing;^ 
despite a 1980 name chs^^. Daring the 198^; 
oi^teed-cnme figarfes referred t«*"-Sing Sing—-
located aear the Hudson River 30 miles north of the 
city—with t tw^ords "up the river." The phrase 
became part 9i ^maeaa slang. 

TIN> INMAIBB WERE R I L L S S at Sing Sing last 

MRIWEL UPAOC OMLY NEWS 

Sing Sing inmates display banner (above) saying ttiey 
don't want another Attica (left), the revolt by which ait other 
uprisings aremeasured. 

AugQStvin separate incidents; A in»nth 
p<er$om were indicted on charges of t'l^tivkB^i^^ 
to samgsle drugs, cash and o t t i i ^ ttans kAo the 
prison and to tnmsfer '^fSSE^^ b i i ^ faclHties: t-

I t wasat Sing Sbtg, which.i^w JPenraaed by tbe 
state in 1980, that convicted atomic spies Julius anA 
Ethel Rosenberg were executed in t l ^ electric chair 
in June 1953. They are the only cwMians t» hav« b i ^ l 
put to death in the country for espioaa«e. 

Former underworld IdBgpin «(l!4tei^ 
lAtciaoft was among the''malei:>DeCg«t«iil/of Sing 
Sing's tmpoTury residents. ' i « 

Sing Sing inmates staged tti«e nonvioleBt pro­
tests (hiring the IflGOs against sUrte ^ r o I « and 
sentencing-reduction regulations. . 

DESPm SING SING'S notoriety, it is Attica, 
located near farmland tdxrat 30 n^es ftt>m 
by which al l other pris<a) revelte asrt measuc«^ 

In fact, Sing Sing kimatesyestseisElity 
banner saying: "We don't want another Attica.*-

T^e four-day upnsmg of nearly 1,300 inmates at 
the Attica Correctional Faeility ended Sept. 13,1971, 
one of the Woodiest one-day eneountra^ b« twm 
Americans since the Civil War. * ' # 

Thirty-three inmates and 10 prison guards an#l 
civilian employes were killed in the state police' 
assault on Attica that wrested control of the faeility 
from the rioting inmates. 

ONLY ONCE, IN APRIL 193«, were more lives 
lost in a prison rebellion. At that time, 31? Ohio State 
Penitentiary inmates, locked in their cells, were 
killed in a fire set by other, rioting prisoners. 

There have been many other Bloody jail notSs, 
since 1971 Among the worst were. '^^f 

• A 36-hour rampage at the New Mexico Stafe* 
Tenitentiary m Santa Fe in 1980, during which 33 
inmates died and most of tih«^p^K(wwas d<aAroy$d. 

• Rioting at the Oklahoma State Pr is fHrl^ l leAl^!^ 
left three inmates dead and 

' S^e'iamates and a guard were stabbed to 
in a two>houF disturbance in July 1978 at the 
State Prison in Reidsville. 

• A day after the vralence in Georg%^|jltre« • 
guards were stabbed to death at the maximum-
security prison in PontLac, lU.- • - - - j : 

Big houses are too small 
By RICHARD ROSEN 

Faced with a bui^eoning mmate 
population and overcrowded, anti-
quated facilities, the state's 37 prisons 
wi l l require at least 3,000 more beds 
during the next three years. 

Thad ^ imate , included in Gov. 
Cuomo's State of the State message last 
week, came several months after a 
state 8tu<fy concluded that the penal 
system was "drifting toward disaster" 

The yearlong study by the gov­
ernor's Executive Advisory Commis­
sion on the Administration of Justice 

said the deterioration of prison condi­
tions would lead to "chaos... or even 
worse, to a possiUe repetition of the 
bloodshed at Attica." 

FORTY-THREE inmates and civil­
ian employes were killed during the 
four-day uprising 4rt the Attica Cor-
rectkmal Facility m S e p t ^ i ^ r 1971. 

Despite the state's fiscal woes, 
Cuomo lias pieced to develop a five-
year plan to add prison beds. 

At the same dme, -the governor 
vowed to keep a campaign pledge and 
discontinue the hoosnig of 750 inmates 
at tt» Pilgrim State Psychiatric Hospi­
tal in Suffolk Goun^. ^ 

The conversion of the Pilgrim State 

facilities, which was opposed by hun­
dreds of homeowners, is one of the 
makeshift ways try wbkh tiie state has 
been trying to cope with overcrowding. 

There are nearly 28,500 inmates bi 
tbe state's prisons, up to 19% more 
than capaciMy and about double the 
number of 10 yms ago. 

IGNORING the waniings that over­
crowded prisons coQld erupt in vio­
lence, voters in 1961 narrowly defeated 
a $500 million ̂ t e prison bond issue. 
The bond issue vRMild have provided 
$350 million for prison construction, 
$125 million in matching funds for 
local jails and $% million for facilities 

for Juveniles and the criminally in­
sane. It lost by just 13,699 votes out of 
about 2.5 millk>n cast. 

Speaking y^terday at Kenedy Ak-
port, where he went to4 greet Israeli 
President Yitzhak Navon, Mtytaiti^ 
said: "We should have passed the j ^ -
on bond issue in Noveniber ef I f 
you want us to an««fef«iH»le a i ^ put 
them away, we iuiiff̂ %. build more 
cells. We have to hHye a'plmse td put 
them." ' ' '• 

Lt. Gov. Alfre<f saifl: 
"Overcrowding is a consistent prirt»-
iem, and when you have overorowdta%, 
yon have irritatmn and histabni^." 
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